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PREFACE TO THE 2™ EDITION 


In this second edition has been brings some to you alterations to the text and the 
tables and has been added the directory of the Allied and neutral ships sunk or seriously 
damaged on the obstructions of mines laid by Italian units. 

Such integrations do not touch the substance of the 1“ edition, whose contents 
comes in such a way totally confirmed. 

Rome, 12 July 1988 


THE HEAD OF THE HISTORICAL OFFICE 
C. V. Elio Davide DI PRISCO 
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PREFACE TO THE 1 EDITION 


The mines employment in the Mediterranean, from the Italian side as well as 
from the British side during the Second World War, has been inspired to the twofold 
criterion protect the marine frontiers from offensive incursions of surface and 
underwater units, and to lay a trap most probable guiding operating of the opposing 
naval forces. 

In the minefields, with offensives goals like defensives, the probability to 
produce damages to the enemy depends, obviously, from the frequency with which its 
naval units operate in a trap laid waters. 

In the Mediterranean, it sets in action offensives against the coasts during the 
Second World War have been taken place very rarely: against Genoa, Tripoli and the 
Albanian coast. 

In such operations they were not had positive results with mines or for the 
impossibility of mining the interesting zones of sea the same operations or for the 
timeliness of the attack, carried out before the mined fields was laid in action. 

Instead losses have been taken place, from one and the other side, on the routes 
more frequently covered by the respective naval forces. 

If but the number of the ships sunk or damaged for collision against mine is 
confronted, with that one of the mines put down, nor can it not receive the impression of 
a low rendering given from this insidious means. 

It is clearly that means incapable to move themselves on the sea to the search of 
the enemy cannot obtain some result if he this does not journey in waters where it is 
found; but to this purpose it is opportune to emphasize that the essential goal of the 
mined fields is that one to create ties to the freedom of movement of the ships at sea and, 
subordinately, to produce losses among the same ships. 

And therefore, if it is remained perplexed stating that on a total 
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of approximately 54,000 mines put down in the Mediterranean and Red Sea from the 
two sides of the conflict (approximately 49,700 between Italians and Germans and 4,300 
British) were only sunk approximately 140 units (between military and mercantile), very 
otherwise must be thought if keeping account of the greater distances, of the 
psychological factor, of the consumption of energies that the preclusion of the possibility 
that sure zones could be mined has provoked to the counter opposing Naval Forces. 

However, to prescient from much up to now has been said has felt the duty to 
dedicate this entire volume to the mighty work of our Navy to puts down of therefore 
huge quantitative of arms. There are listed and brought back in charts the obstructions 
laid to you; the operations are described to you of putting down and those connecting 
with losses of unit, not that those more relative important to the removal of great 
demonstrated obstructions, for new prevailing circumstances, superfluous or quite 
injurious to the requirements of our traffic. 

But of that job it has not been able to describe several other particular, it is for 
space requirements, it is because of them there is not sufficient documentation 
remaining. It has not been able that is to illustrate, for how much indispensable and 
meritorious - and therefore we want to remember it at least here - all that activity 
employed by the peripheral Commands relating to the surveillance of the mined fields, 
with naval and aerial means; to the sweeping arranged by us and eventual in order to 
maintain free from dangers the routes of the coastal traffic; to the search and destruction 
of mines to the drift, etc.; and finally, the work attached to the mine depots for the 
handling, the preparation and the boarding of therefore a great number of arms. 


Rome, December 1966 


THE HEAD OF THE HISTORICAL OFFICE 
C. Amm. Vittorio E. Tognelli 
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1) TORPEDOES and MINES 


They are called torpedoes generically all those not self-moving underwater arms destined to 
later explode on collision of a hull, or by influence resulting from particular devise, contained in 
the arm, after the passage of a hull at a short distance from the same arm. 

This deals with an immense category of arms, in which the other torpedoes re-enter also that 
do not interest the scope of the present volume, like the torpedoes from jet, anti-submarines, 
destined ones to being launch at sea from ships or airplane for immediate offense (is called also a 
bomb-torpedoes); the torpedoes destined for towing for antisubmarine hunting; the torpedoes for 
obstruction, inserted in the antisubmarine networks for giving explosive. 

In the present volume we will only ourselves deal with those torpedoes that are put into the 
sea in zones in the which enemy ships can journey; they are those torpedoes that are also called 
then mines, giving origin to the expressions mined field and mine area (1). 

A sure number of mines disposed in a determined geometric order, in one or more rows, 
forms the obstruction that is commonly called, with the distinctions of which will soon say. 


(1) In other volumes and publications the reader will find of the maps, in which the immense 
areas they figure outlined, or punctuated, or colored, with the indication of minefields. But that 
does not have to be interpreted as to consider that all that area full of mines; it only means that 
within the limits of it they were putting the obstructions, opportunely distanced. The reader keeps 
in mind that few was the obstructions put down in the last conflict that exceeded the length of 20 
miles (approximately 37 Km.); and as far as the width, for those formats with many rows of 
mines, 1,600 meters were not exceeded. 
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2) MOORED MINES - BOTTOM MINES 


The mine can be constructed so as to remain at a pre-established depth (moored mine) or put 
down on the bottom (bottom mine). 

In the moored mines with the covering that contains the explosive load (explosive sphere) is 
connected by means of a metallic cable to an anchor; in the bottom mines the cable does not exist 
and the explosive sphere is joined directly to the anchor. 


3) OPERATION BY COLLISION - OPERATION BY INFLUENCE 


The mine destined to only explode when hit directly is always a moored mine. 
The working of a influence mine, that is fortified by a special magnetic or acoustic or 
pressure device, can be either moored, or bottom. 


4) TEMPORARY FLOATATION MINES 


Are mines lacking anchors and work always by collision. 

The temporary floatation mine does not have be to confused with that one commonly called 
a drifting mine, which is not other that a moored mine that later on to the breach of the cable is 
not bound to the bottom and becomes a dangerous object for all the ships, enemies, friends and 
neutral. The temporary floatation mine instead is fortified by a device that provokes the auto- 
destruction after a sure time, adjustable. Its employment is classified to special cases, when the 
certainty is had of the imminent passage of enemy ships: as an example, in the case of an enemy 
whom chases. 

These mines, once put into the sea, cannot be retrieved. 
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5) DEPTH 


With this word indicates how much vertical distance from the marine bottom as well as 
surface of the water of the explosive sphere of the mine. In other words it must distinguish: depth 
of the sea and depth of regulation of the mine. 

The depth of the sea is an element that places limits to the employment of the moored mines; 
during the war 1940-'43 we have used mines that could be moored until a depth of 800 meters. 

The depth for which the immersion of the explosive sphere was regulated and that it comes 
called also "depth", in the working collision mines is usually 3 or 4 meters if the main objective 
of the arm is the surface ship; 8 meters and also more if instead the objective are the submarine. 
In order to distinguish the purposes of various obstructions the abbreviations A N (anti-ship) and 
A S (antisubmarine will be used therefore). The influence mines (magnetic and acoustic), when 
they are moored, are regulated as usual for depths greater than 10 meters. 

The limit imposed on the depth of regulation depends on the resistance of the covering of the 
explosive sphere to the pressure of the water. For the bottom mines, that are always influence, the 
depth of regulation must therefore be limited, is for the aforesaid reasons, is for maintaining in the 
limits sets up for the sensibility of the explosion devices. 

We now call the attention of the reader on the interpretation of the words "sinking, to sink". 

It can be said "to sink" in place "to rest", "sunk" in place of "mine-laying"; but it always 
means that on the bottom of the sea it goes to only to place the anchor of the torpedo. However 
the word will have to be used "to sink" also in reference to circumstances in which the sinking of 
the same explosive sphere must be provoked artificially when it is not possible either to make to 
explode nor to recover it. The cause of mines to the drift or mines come to break free from bad 
operation of the devices of regulation of the depth; or it can deal with said special mines 
"scuttling" or "temporary floatation” in how much they are fortified by an adjustable device for a 
period of intentional time, passed which the sphere 
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explosive automatically goes to the bottom. We will find these mines employed is from ours 
part as well as from part of the English Navy. 


6) ANCHORING and OPERATION Of the MOORED MINE 


The anchoring of the moored mine is automatic: as soon as the mine falls in sea from a ship 
in motion, special devices automatically carry it to the intended depth. 

Figure 1 extension the several phases of the automatic anchoring of the mine and the three 
essential parts that they compose it, that is: the explosive sphere, the anchor and the fathom. 

The explosive sphere (the spherical shape is not indispensable: there are also mines that have 
covering of lengthened shape) brings the projections, called hitting (urtanti), arranged so that at 
least one of them surely comes to contact with the investor hull. The hitting (urtante) contains a 
vial of glass, in its turn containing a electrolytic liquid for electrical batteries. The breach or also 
the simple bending of hitting provokes the breach of the vial; the liquid flows in a battery and it 
determines the operation; the current generated by it provokes the ignition of the explosive loads 
and the consequent detonation (brillamento) of the arm. 

It is this electrical ignition system of the mines, today totally in use; but during 1940-1943 
war we had also used mines with mechanical system of ignition, surpluses from 1915-1918 war; 
they did not have hitting (urtanti), and the ignition of the explosive loads was provoked from a 
clearance of levers or the reaction of a pendulum. 


7) HISTORICAL NOTE 


In truth cannot be said that during the interval between the two great wars there was realized, 
in the torpedoes, great progresses, as instead happened for the torpedo; but for these, as in many 
self-moving arms, the field of the inventive possibilities was the most immense one. 

The great progresses in the torpedoes had been realized in the first decade of this century, 
mainly with sinking it 
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sinking it automatically. With the primitive torpedoes putting it down was a long and laborious 
operation that it demanded, among other things the exact knowledge of the marine depth. 

In the branch of the automatic anchoring torpedoes one of the pioneers was Giovanni 
Emanuele Elia (1866-1935) who after to leaving the service in the R. Navy as a lieutenant 
dedicated entirely to the technical studies in which predominant part was had the torpedoes. His 
first studies go back to 1899; they were necessary however several years and repeated tests in 
order to reach the realization of those arms in service at the start of the 1915-18 war, in which the 
problem of the ready anchoring executed from ships that could maintain also a speed high had 
been happily resolved. 

After Elia it must remember Admiral Gerolamo Bollo (1866-1931) that he was a famous 
specialist in underwater arms. Giving his name to an other type of torpedo, whose first studies go 
back to 1915 and whose employment had beginning during same war 1915-18. In its essential 
characteristics the torpedo "Bollo" is not much dissimilar one from the "Elia"; our Navy used of 
both, in quantitative nearly equal. Both endured successive alterations and improvements. 

In 1936 was realized by our Navy the P 200 torpedo (constructed in plants Pinion near 
Florence). 

At the beginning of the second world war, beyond to the modifications brought to several the 
determining devices the operation of the arms, two were the substantial improvements reached in 
the employment of the torpedoes: the increase of the weight of the explosive loads, until 200 kg. 
and that one of the depth of anchoring, that reached 800 meters. 

In 1941, several months after our entrance into the war, was introduced another important 
innovation with the application to our torpedoes that of the antenna (see figure 2) with which the 
offensive ability to the arm was remarkably increased. The antenna in fact allows the electrical 
ignition of the explosive loads even if the enemy hull does not hit the covering directly; the single 
contact of the metallic hull with the antenna in order to determine, the presence of the marine 
water, is sufficient running weak: this, acting on "relay " provokes 
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operation of another generator of current that in its turn provokes the detonation of the arm. 
8) OBSTRUCTIONS: PURPOSES and INFORMATIVE CRITERIA 


As we have previously said that a congruous quantitative of mines opportunely grouped is 
called an obstruction; however the word commonly is used also in order to indicate a complex 
means organization of resistance, fixed and mobile, prepared with the goal to prevent or to render 
to the enemy a more or less narrow, more or less obliged passage extremely dangerous. Therefore 
during war 1915-18 with the co-operation of the Italian Navy, the French and English it was put 
in work which called obstruction of the Straight of Otranto (1). And during the second world war 
our Navy put into effect that complex organization that called obstruction of the Channel of Sicily 
but that officially it is indicated with the expression "device " of the same Channel, dealing with 
of a complex organization, comprising, beyond to the obstructions of mines, also the coastal 
batteries, the naval cruises, the aerial recognitions, the dredging of the eventual enemy mines, the 
float-plane exploration, etc. 

Now, and to begin from the fact that the action of a mine is of for if same always offensive, 
we must make one distinction between the criteria of employment of the mines and consequently 
to distinguish between defensives obstructions and offensives obstructions. 

In a generalized manner, the defensives obstructions decide along the national coasts, those 
offensives in the Zones more frequently covered from the enemy ships: But the difference, 
beyond to the locations, is attributive to the criteria in basis to which one and the others come 
preventively studied and to the systems with which it is putting in work. 


(1) This so-called obstruction however nearly consisted entire in one long explosive retale 
clogging, with mostly antisubmarine scope. The vertical dimensions of the networks were 
adapted to the principle of depth the submarines then could reach, that is not more than 50 meters. 
In the median zone of the Channel the depths, then relatively great, did not allow laying of mines 
which remained limited to a narrow coastal strip, as well as from the pugliese part as much as 
from that of Albanian. 
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positions of the defensives obstructions come that is established in relation to the possible 
offenses coming from the sea and: 

- the disembarkation of enemy troops; 

- naval bombardment; 

- the ambushes of the submarines in front of the ports and along the traffic routes. 

Based on these elements the zones that convene to protect with mines, compatible with the 
limits of for the depth of the sea within which the anchoring of mines is possible, and of the 
amount of mines are settled down of which it can be decided. Therefore, as an example, we will 
find one remarkable density of defensives obstructions in the Upper Tyrrhenian, studied in 
forecast especially of conflict with France and in consideration of the various important coastal 
protection objective: the railway line, the industrial plants, the ports of Savona, La Spezia, 
Livorno (the zone of Genoa was not lend to the mining because of the depths) the island of Elba, 
Piombino, etc. 

The defensives obstructions come therefore hence studied and prepared in the time of peace 
for all the national coastal perimeter, so that to the first skirmishes they can quickly be put in 
work, initiated laying it also before the beginning of hostilities (entrances in fact in war the 10 
June 1940, had begun to be laid down from the 6th) and bringing it to fulfillment a minimum 
possible time. 

These obstructions then, in the great majority, remain in their place (compatibly with the 
resistance of the moorings) for all the duration of the conflict, but changes in the geographic - 
strategic situation, that they can advise removal of some as the addition of others, as happened 
during the last conflict. Being near the coast, they are easy watched and maintained in efficiency 
by care of the peripheral Commands. Since , finally, their rest as their surveillance is always a 
coastal operations that however demand good conditions of time and sea, to such operations can 
be destined, as effectively they were, ships of modest displacement and of limited speed. (see 
paragraph "The minelayer ships"). 
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The offensives obstructions were instead put: 

- on the approaches of the ports and enemy bases; 

- on the routes of obliged traffic of the enemy ships; 

- in zones in which it is possible to attract to enemy ships with opportune maneuver (the 
strategy of the so-called " trap " with combination of obstructions of mines and ambushes of 
submarines); 

- in zones where to hinder the actions of the submarines. 

These objectives impose operations to be completed far away from the lines of departure, in 
the shortest possible time for being able to act of escaping surprise by the enemy vigilance, with 
the exposed units to along to it attacks of submarines and airplane as well as to encounter with 
enemy surface forces. Such operations must be entrusted to fast ships and well armed, that is 
torpedo boats, destroyer, cruisers. 

It is obvious that the operations plans studied in time of peace and as it happened in the pass 
- according to several hypotheses of war, previews also offensives obstructions; but then, as 
effectively as it happened, and as we will see, the vicissitudes of the conflict can alter them and 
multiply them, conferring to it puts down for them a character of detached dynamism, which 
difficultly can be found in the history of the defensives obstructions. An exception can be make 
for those "anti-invasion" obstructions of the last period of our conflict (March-September 1943) 
that form the argument of chapter XXIV; but, as we will see, those operations can at the same 
time be considered defensive and offensive. 

The obstructions of the "device" of the Channel of Sicily was studied and put into effect 
from June 1940 to March 1943, with the main scope to lay a trap in an obliged passage of the 
enemy ship in its communications between the Western and the Eastern Mediterranean, 
especially for the supplying of Malta; however, given their nearness to the Sicilian and Libyan 
coasts, those obstructions assumed also defensive character to the effects of passages of enemy 
ships for offensive actions against those our coasts. 

Other important characteristic of the obstructions of the "device" was this: that they found in 
one zone 
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very necessarily covered from our ships. Now is obvious, that if the mines put down by our 
ships in offensive scope in waters of Malta, or Alexandria or Crete had to be left to their fate, 
those of the Channel of Sicily had instead to be controlled as much as possible: therefore, 
recognitions with airplane, and dispatching of MAS and minesweeper in order to not only to 
supply the recognition, but for the destruction or eventually recovery of mines remained afloat for 
bad operation of the devices of regulation of the depth. These operations having necessarily to be 
entrusted to small ships demanded good conditions of sea and therefore especially during the 
winter season they could seriously be hindered. If finally the necessity is considered to maintain 
to as much as best possible the secrecy of the positions of the obstructions in the cares of the 
enemy recognitions (but we see as that was somewhat illusory) control portions have a enough 
clear idea of how much those operations were binding. 


9) COMPOSITION Of the OBSTRUCTIONS 


The elements to establish in order to organize an obstruction of mines are subordinated 
according to the purpose of it, defensive or offensive that is: if that is its arms must act against 
ships or submarines. The difference not only consists in the regulation of the depth (three or four 
meters for anti-ship obstructions, eight and also more for antisubmarine obstructions) but also in 
the weight of it loads explosive. A antisubmarine obstruction (A S) does not have need of mines 
of high power, as instead it demands a anti-ship obstruction (A N) to rest in forecast of possible 
actions of battleships. 

Established the type of arm and the depth of regulation, the other elements of the 
composition of the obstruction are: 

- the number of arms; 

- the distance between the arms; 

- the configuration, that is a single line or more lines of arms; straight or serpentine or 
broken lines; lines parallels or divergent; and finally, the interval between the lines. 
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Will behold these distinctions widely used when will deal with of the multiple obstructions 
executed with German mines with the contemporary employment of "anti-dredging” buoys 
(strappanti and explosive). 

It is obvious that in obstructions constituted from more lines, some can be anti-ship and 
others antisubmarine. 


10) The EQUIPMENT OF MINES at the BEGINNING Of the HOSTILITIES 


In June 1940 the Italian Navy had ready approximately 25,000 mines, distributed between 
La Spezia, La Maddalena, Cagliari, Naples, Augusta, Trapani, Taranto, Brindisi, Venice, Pola, 
Tobruk, Lero, Massaua. 

It was a quantitatively very far away from that necessary to satisfy the requirements of a 
long war than as much as it was not previewed to the principle; neither our industrial equipment 
was in degree to overcome the deficiencies in short time. And we would have found ourselves 
soon very badly left if we had not had reinforcement of the German mines, of which we will more 
deal with later. 

As far as the types of mines, the equipment was made up of the following: 

"Elia" (characteristic V E. that is " Vickers workshops - Elia license") - weight of loads kg. 
145. 

"Bollo" (characteristic B) - weight with loads kg. 125 - and in those more recent kg. 130. 

"P 200" (Pinion) - weight of loads kg. 200. Commissioning in 1936, constituted the first 
truly modern type, from which other types of mines derived as solution of determined problems 
of employment or tax from reasons of cost and material economy, and that is: 

- Colonial P 125: realized in 1938, with the goal to make to conserve to the explosive sphere 
sufficient positive even if covered push from remarkable thickness of underwater, particularly 
abundant vegetation in the warm seas. The maximum depth of anchoring 200 meters. 

- "C. R." (Characteristic reduced): commissioning in 1936. The reduction of the 
characteristics regarding P 200 
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consisted in the weight of load, limited to 150 Kg., in the maximum depth of anchoring, 
limited to 200 meters, and the regulation of the limited depth to two only depths: meters 4 for 
anti-ship purpose, meters 9 for antisubmarine. 

- T 200 (fabrication plants Tosi): for submarine minelayers type Atropo and Bragadin. 

- P 150: realized in the 1939 for submarine minelayers type Zoea. 

Moreover we had a sure amount of surpluses mines from the 1915-18 war and they are: 

"Harlé" (French license) - weight of loads Kg. 100, mechanical device of ignition. 
Subdivided between Brindisi and Tripoli, were used for the defensives obstructions of the Low 
Adriatic and Libya. 

"C. 15" (former Austrians) - weight of loads Kg. 100 - device of mechanical ignition. They 
were all concentrated at Pola and served for the defensives obstructions in the Upper Adriatic. 

The "Elia" and "Bollo", however, truly constituted the "bulk" of our equipment and served 
for nearly the totality of the defensives obstructions. The P 200 was preferably classified to the 
offensives obstructions, as we will see soon, and a various times also were fortified of antenna or 
acoustic device. 


11) INFLUENCE MINES 


In 1941 they were begun to be employed - and also to suffer the offenses - the influence 
mines: at first only the magnetic ones, then the magnetic -acoustic, furnished from Germany. 

First to realize sensitive action devices to provoke the ignition of the explosive load with for 
magnetic influence exercised from a metallic mass (and in the specific case of a mine, the 
metallic hull of a ship) were the same Germans, after studies that seem to have been begun soon 
after the first world war. In the magnetic mines the sensing element that determines the operation 
of several the devices by means of which generates a current and the ignition is provoked of the 
explosive loads is constituted by a magnetic needle. 
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Most famous is to anyone the behavior of a magnetized needle when it becomes influenced 
from a near ferrous mass; it is easy therefore to comprise as, in the case of the mine, the passage 
of a metallic hull in the immediate vicinity influences magnetically on the needle, more or less 
according to its sensibility, of the largeness of the hull and the distance of it. 

The magnetic influences must be such to determine one shunting line of the needle from its 
position of rest; such shunting line establishes of the contacts that determine the operation of the 
ignition device of the load. 

The acoustic mines finally, base their principle of operation on the fact that a ship in motion 
produces a noise; the sensing element of the acoustic mine is therefore a microphone. 


12) MINES FOR SUBMARINES - DEVICES OF SAFETY 


The mines can be laid down as well as from surface ships as well as from submarines, and 
just from those submarines specially constructed as minelayers. 

The mine from submarine is necessarily somewhat various from that from ship and the 
differences are found in the release of the explosive covering from the anchor and in the devices 
that regulate the anchoring, as well as in the safety devices. 

Different are in fact the ways in which ship surface happens the passage into the sea of the 
mine or from a submarine. On the surface ship the mines, arranged in row always in vertical 
position, are made to fall overboard one after the other, and since the ship is in motion their fallen 
does not constitute a danger once in the sea. On the submarine minelayer instead the mines they 
do not fall, but they exit, like suol dirsi, "between two waters", from a generally various depth 
from that one for which the anchoring is regulated, and therefore they can be dangerous anchor 
for a sure time after the discharge. 

However all the mines are fortified of devices of assurance that preserve them from 
premature explosion during the handling and its laying down, ready rendendole to the operation 
only after passed a sure time from rest. The predominant element in all the devices of safety is 
the ammoniacal salt, in notebooks calls " hinges " which, are opportunely inserted 
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in the devices, they do not allow these to work as long as the water of the sea does not completely 
have them diluted. 


13) EFFECTS Of the SEA On the INTEGRITY Of the MINE 


Once fallen in sea and berthed, the mine remains subject to several influences of physical, chemical, 
mechanical nature. They are the variations of temperature and density of the water, the currents, the eddies, 
the wavy motion that when it is feels very strong to the surface until several meters of depth, etc. These 
influences all explain the consequent wearing down of the mooring cable, especially exposure for torsion 
effect. To these mechanical influences that physical-chemical of corrosion. 

Some of them achieves that after a more or less long time that the mooring cable is fallen apart and 
the mine goes to drift, remaining generally afloat. Moreover the covering is destined unavoidably to 
covering of marine vegetation (incrustations); it can happen that the abundance of it you increase the 
weight of the covering until canceling the floatation causing the sinking of the arm. It can however be 
asserted that a mine can resist the effects of the sea more than a year, as it has been able to state during the 
conflict. The mines berthed in close to the national coast (defensives obstructions) are, as has been already 
said, easy controllable by means of aircraft and minesweeper; 


14) MINE LAYING SHIPS 


Our ships, military and mercantile, that during the second world war carried out laying of 
mines were a hundred; but of them only 13 were, at the beginning of the hostilities, enrolled in 
the pictures of the military ship with classify it of "minelayer". The others were chosen from 
military ships and mercantile ships on which it was possible to arrange the equipments for the 
embarkation and laying down of mines, that is guide rails and the premises for storage aboard, so 
that the ship was ready anytime to being employed as minelayer. 

The mercantile ships in such conditions were nearly all taken at census since the time of 
peace and their employment was previewed by the defense and mobilization plans. A part of 
them, preferably 
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preferably small ships, requisitioned from the peripheral Commands on the place or in the same 
zone, began their activity on 6 June 1940, as we will see later on, with the military minelayers. 
Others instead were considered eventual minelayers in as many were destined by preference to 
other kind of missions (transports, convoy escort, etc.). 

As far as military ships, wide employment was made, especially in the defensives 
obstructions, of small subsidiary units like transport ships and tankers, as well as of torpedo boats 
and some DD of antiquated type. Some defensives obstructions were placed from the cruiser 
Taranto. 

The cruisers and the naval destroyer of main the Naval Forces were instead classified to the 
execution of great and complex obstructions, like those of the Channel of Sicily and those off the 
coast of Tripoli and Benghazi, about which will speak more later. It was be a matter of complex 
operations and of extreme delicately since surprise was indispensable for their resolution, but it 
was difficult realizable because of the enemy aerial vigilance, nearly always present, while in 
navigation in order to reach the zone to be mined, far from the lines of departure, was rather long. 
For more, the presence of the mines on deck diminished the efficiency of the cruisers and some 
naval destroyer because it prevented the fire with the aft guns; if, in such conditions, the 
probability of an encounter with enemy forces were introduced were necessary to throw the mines 
into sea, and since this operation demanded a sure time, the timeliness in the arrangement 
assumed the most serious importance. If finally it is considered that the units that carried the 
mines they had to be escorted from other DD, and that the possibility of an enemy contrast 
advised to maintain ready to move, or quite at sea, in order to take part timely, "forces of support" 
formed from a battleship and relative escort, has a sufficiently clear idea which share of our Fleet 
was necessary to engage for the execution of those obstructions. 

The missions completed carrying to completion placement of obstructions with ships of the 
main Naval Forces were: 


with only cruisers and naval destroyer 10 
with naval destroyer 33 
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Will leave out times that the units had to return to port because sighted by enemy reconnaissance 
aircraft; we will point out but to the lacked obstruction Benghazi (chapter XIII). 

We give now a directory and notes of the other military units (1) and the mercantile ships employed 
as minelayers, with the indication of the standard displacement for first and of t.s.l. for the second 


MILITARY i Mines NOTES 
carried 
n. 


ML Albona (1) The three minelayers of the Albona 
type were constructed by the A. U. Navy 


ML Rovigno (1) during the 1915-18 war 


ML Legnano 


(2) The four Azio type minelayers, 
ML Lepanto 


commissioning in 1926-27, were adapted to 


varied kind of missions and in fact until 10 June 
ML Ostia (2) 1940 they made of all: school ship, 


ML Durazzo 


hydrographic ship, stationary to the foreign 


country, colonial ship, etc. On 10 June 1940 the 


Lepanto found in Far East and did not serve as 
ML Pelagosa (3) a minelayer; the Legnano was in Aegean 


completed several missions among which was 
ML Vieste (4) me a convoy escort, but it did not lay down any 





attitude to resist well the sea. They had been in 


a 
A 


Trans. Tarvisio 10910 


(1) For the submersible minelayers see chapter XXIII. 


MERCHANT isp. i Ships Registry 
n. 


[| Ravana rome 

[| Reena rome 
[6 | Raven Taran Grom 
eo 

ca 

a 


fact declared since the test only adapted to lay 
mines close to the coast and with time insured 
(4) The two Crotone were constructed by the 
German Navy during the 1914-18 war. 


(5) Built for the main task of transport of 
ammunition (had in fact great names of polveriere). They 
served well as minelayers. 





; 
: 


50 Soc. Partenopea An. Navigaz. .Napoli 
«Tirrenia» S.A. Navigazione. Napoli 
«Tirrenia» S.A. Navigazione. Napoli 





N. tragh. Cariddi 2809 
N. tragh. Villa 
N. tragh. Reggio 


N. tragh. Aspromonte 
MS. Adriatico 
MS. Barletta 


MS. Brioni 
MS. Francesco 
Morosini 





9 
9 
2 
9 


MS. Brindisi | 1976 | 


SS. San Giusto ere] 


32 
898 
75 
1976 
1974 
1976 
1986 
423 
1980 
84 
861 





ee 
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: 


«Adriatica» - S.A. Navigaz. .Venezia 


00 
0 
0 


eT 

p 4 | 90 «Adriatica» - S.A. Navigaz. .Venezia 
fe 90% - «Adriatica» - S.A. Navigaz. .Venezia 
fp 4 | 90 «Adriatica» - S.A. Navigaz. .Venezia 
ball all 
ae ee 
oa al 


«Adriatica» - S.A. Navigaz. .Venezia 








«Adriatica» - S.A. Navigaz. .Venezia 


« La Meridionale» Soc. Ital. Navigaz. 
a vapore. Palermo 

« Istria.Trieste » S.A. Navigaz. - 
Trieste 
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The ferry ships of the Strait of Messina introduced the same advantages of the Durazzo type 
mine layers: an entire deck occupied by the mines. But some of them had also in common the 
inconvenience not to resist the sea with bad swell. 

The German Navy concurred to lay the obstructions with the military minelayer Drache and 
three cargo vessels. 

The reader will find again the above listed ships, in the tables relative to the defensives 
obstructions. 


15) ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MINES EMBARKED 


The embarked mines were put in row on appropriate rail-guides, on which the anchor can 
slide being of the fortified mine by four small wheels. Outside of the extreme stern the rail-guide 
curving low in order to facilitate the fall of the arm into the sea. 

The rail-guide they are of usual detachable for being conserved in appropriate premises of 
which the classified ships apt for carrying mines must be equipped. 

In the sections in which the width of ship allows it, the mines can be disposed on two 
parallels row per side. The mines of the external row come transferred, at the opportune moment 
as proceed the falls in sea, on that inner one to means of appropriate "exchanges". 

The putting in place of the rail-guide is necessarily long (approximately average day on the 
DD, more on the cruisers) having every log to be fixed on the deck by means of screwing. 


16) THE "LOCKS" OF THE MINES ON THE RAIL-GUIDE 


The handling of the log of the rail-guide , and that one of the mines during their boarding 
and their placement on the rail-guide same, can, especially if the boarding it happens at night, to 
cause it hits and consequent deformations in the rail-guide , is in the undercarriages of the 
anchors. Also can cause deformations are variations of temperature, vibrations of the hull : 
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hull, etc. Verification then easy, during laying it down, that said disadvantage "lock"; that is 
to a sure point a mine does not slide more on the rail-guide and arrests the movement of the 
others that would have followed it. This incident happens more easy where is a "change". It is 
found this a remarkable disadvantage, since, even if with opportune sagacity to mechanical 
sliding action of the row is succeeded to make to resume regulating, the interruption of the 
rhythm of the laying down abolishes the geometric regularity of the predisposed line (lengthen, 
the interval between the arms). 

The inconvenience reaches the maximum gravity if not succeeding to eliminate the sudden 
encounter with the enemy. 

In the operations orders were always the indicated provisions to assume after to locks. 

When our ships began to put down German mines, which their demanded rail-guide with 
discharge various from that one of ours, the German Command requested that on some of our 
ships, to which would have been classified put down those mines, the system of the rail-guide 
were rendered irremovable with the welding of them to the main deck. 


17) SERIAL NUMBERS - DISTINCTIVE MARKINGS 


Every mine had just a serial number. In order to distinguish them from the first moment, in 
the operations in the warehouses and for the distributions to the ships, the obstructions to which 
the mines were destined, it was used to distinguish every obstruction with various geometric 
figures and various colors to mark on every torpedo 

That it had also the goal to facilitate the acknowledgment of the obstruction of origin of the 
retrieved drifting arms. In these cases but the surer element was the matriculation number, which 
allowed not only to characterize the obstruction, but also the "empty ones", and that is the 
passages that had been formed in the same obstruction, in as much as in every mine embarked 
was atriving together with an accurate notation of the serial numbers of the order in which the 
correspondents arm had been launched into the sea. This notation had to always be attached to the 
report 
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on the execution of it position. Special sagacity were then necessary in case of jams and 
other incidents that caused variations in the order of succession of the launch regarding that one 
indicated from the notation that it had been compiled previously. 

Another element of meticulous attention that was to be expected from the person personal in 
charge of the preparation and the execution of the laying of the mines. 


18) THE USE OF THE MINES AND THE NORMS OF INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS 


The defense of the coasts realized by means of obstructions of mines cannot supersede the 
requirements of neutral mercantile navigation, besides to those of national the mercantile ships 
and of the friendly powers the positions of the obstructions are obviously the most state secret, it 
becomes necessary to public declare dangerous to navigation entire zones of consistent 
amplitude, or quite all the sea until to a sure distance from the coast. In the International Right it 
is spoken about "territorial waters"; but it is famous that on the amplitude of such zones it has 
never been reached a true agreement and that at the moment in which the hostilities are 
unavoidable, every nation rule according to their own interests. However, once declared a 
determined wraps coastal dangerous, within of it they were established special " routes of safety " 
and comes organized a service of " pilotage along” such routes. With the same public warning 
with which the determined zones are declared dangerous , notes become the modalities with 
which the ships can obtain the transit within of they with the greater possible safety. 

Therefore on 6 June 1940, the same day in which it was begun the laying down of the 
defensive obstructions, the Supermarina circulated to the following notice. 


WARNING TO SAILORS 
"The strip of 12 miles of amplitude that circumscribes the coasts of the Reign of Italy and of 
Albania, the Empire and the Colonies it is dangerous to navigation. 
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"Ships, in order to approach the ports of the foretold coasts, will have to be authorized and to 
have had the necessary instructions 

"Ships already in navigation directed to such ports will have to foreshadow timely the day 
and the hour in which They will find themselves to the limit of the dangerous zone indicating 
their approximate position. 

"They will be piloted. The ships that will not adhere to the foretold dispositions will do so 
under their own risk and danger". 

The particular geographic configuration of the zone Sicily - Tunisia - Pantelleria - Pelage 
Islands rendered necessary to take in consideration navigation of neutral also in the cares of the 
offensives obstructions of the Channel of Sicily, where a wide zone remained outside of the 
coastal strip of 12 miles established in the warning to sailors above transcribed; therefore on 9 
June, with another warning to sailors, the Channel of Sicily was declared dangerous " for drifting 
mines”. 

Finally on 10 June was circulated the following two other warnings to sailors: 


N.11467 
"The waters between the Sicily and Tunisia is impassable because mined ". 


N. 111581 
"The Italian Government, for military requirements, has been forced to place obstructions of 
mines in the zone of the Channel of Sicily having the following limits: 
" To the West: the 10° meridian and from the Tunisian coast to the 38° N. parallel. 
"To the North: the 38° N parallel from the 10° meridian and to the Sicilian coast. 
"To the South: combining the point of encounter between the 350 N parallel and the 15°20' 
E meridian with Ras Agebir (Libyan - Tunisian border). 
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"The waters of the indicated zone are therefore extremely dangerous to navigation 

"The Royal Government invite the neutral ships headed from one basin to the other of the 
Mediterranean to journey for the Strait of Messina where all the measures have been taken for a 
speedy transit. 

"Neutral ships in order to facilitate the operations can communicate their nominative case to 
the Station of acknowledgment of Cape Rasocolmo if directed from west to east, or the Station of 
acknowledgment of Cape Armi if directed from east to west, coming from a certain aim 
respectively about course South and course North, to a distance of about miles 12». 
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CHAPTER II 
THE FIRST DEFENSIVE OBSTRUCTIONS 


19 - Informative Criteria and general directives 

20 - chronological Subdivision of operations 

21 - defensive Obstructions put down at the beginning of hostilities along the national 
coasts and of the Possessions and Colonies - Sinking of an English auxiliary cruiser at 
Assab 

Map N. | - the general appearance of the defensive obstructions put down to the 


beginning of hostilities (6 June -10 July 1940) 
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19) Informative Criteria and general directives 

We have said in the previous chapter that the defensive obstructions must be studied 
in relation to the possible offenses from coming the sea, that is invasions of land forces, 
naval bombardments and submarine attacks on the accesses of the ports and along the 
more or less obliged routes of traffic. 

Such study is however bound from two unavoidable factors, one economic and the 
other one geographic, that is the number of mines available and the anchoring limits 
depth of those same mines. In any care we have already observed that especially in 
relation to the Italian coastal development the number of mines with which we entered in 
war was not abundant. As far as the shoals, to leave the close coastal defense, they are 
favorable in the Channel of Sicily, in the Upper Tyrrhenian, the Strait of Otranto and part 
of the Adriatic. 

The study of our defensive obstructions on part of the General Staff of the Navy for 
the hypothesis of conflict with England and France went back to 1936, but with light 
modification made in 1939. But the choice of the best locations of the obstructions and 
the purposes of them, that is anti-ship or antisubmarine, was delegated to the 
Commanders in chief of the Departments, to the Independent Marine Military Command 
of the Upper Adriatic and to the Armed forces high commands of Navy in Libya, Aegean 
and Eastern Mrica, to which they were concerned, for most it concerned the defensive 
purposes (anti-invasion, anti-bombardment, antisubmarine) to the directives that we 
reassume here for the convenience of the reader the following in synoptic picture: 
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Comandi Periferici Zone con finalita Antisbarco Zone con finalita Zone con finalita 
Antibombardamento Antisommergibile 


ALTO TIRRENO Confine italo-francese Livorno Approcci di Savona 
Albenga Elba-Piombino La Spezia 
Elba-Piombino Livorno 
Canale di Piombino 
Canale Giglio-Argentar. 
BASSO TIRRENO Golfo dell’ Asinara La Maddalena La Maddalena 
Palermo Oristano Cagliari 
Termini Imerese S. Antioco Napoli 
Trapani-Marsala Golfo di Cagliari Palermo 
Porto Empedocle Golfo di Napoli Trapani 
Gela Trapani-Marsala Augusta 
Capo Passero 


JONIO E BASSO nessuna Brindisi Capo Rizzuto 
ADRIATICO Bari Capo Colonne 
Barletta S. Maria di Leuca 
Capo d'Otranto 
Vieste 
Isole Tremiti 
Taranto 
Brindisi 
Bari 


ALTO ADRIATICO a Est di Lussino Ancona Ancona 
Venezia 
Pola 
Trieste 
Lussino 
Punta Maestra 
Capo Salvore 


EGEO Isola di Lero Isole di Lero Isole di Lero 
Stampalia Stampalia 
Rodi Rodi (ancoraggi) 
Coo Rodi (C. Prosonisi) 


LIBIA Zuara Tripoli Tripoli 
Tripoli Tobruk Bengasi 
Bomba Derna Derna 
Tobruk Tobruk 
Ras el Tin 


MAR ROSSO nessnna Assab Canali Nord e Sud di Massaua 
Canali Nord ed Est di Assab 


ak Heke akeok 
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The General Staff of Navy (dispatch n. 1245 of 31 December 1936) was reserved, after to 
have taken in examination the proposals of the various peripheral Commands, by caliber of 
importance order according to the general plan of war; to study, on basis of the availability of 
mine and means of laying it, which obstructions could it put in work at first; arrange finally for 
the execution of the studies of detail necessary to define the exact position and composition of the 
obstructions in relation to the shoals, the hydrographical conditions of the zones and to the 
convenience to arrange the as much as possible good conspicuous points on land on which to 
regulate navigation of the minelayer: that is to begin exactly lay down of the obstruction in the 
point established and effect the exactly along the established direction. 

For all the anti-ship obstructions (A N) the regulation of the depth was established at 4 
meters; for the obstructions antisubmarine (A S) instead, leaving from a minimal depth of 8 
meters regulation could be previewed until that principle concurred from the resistance of the 
explosive sphere and the hulls of the submarines (conventionally not advanced with the 100 
meters) with according to the local defensive opportunities laid in relationship with the existing 
shoals. 

When the importance of the purpose to achieve had demanded more lines could be studied 
than mines; lines that could be parallel or divergent, so as to opportunely space out the arms 
regarding the line of the most probable passage of the enemy ship. Also for the obstructions A S 
more lines with various arms regulated to a depth could be previewed. 

The distance between the mines of a same line had to depend on the importance of the 
objective to reach, but not to be inferior to 60 meters; in case more lines, the distance between the 
arms could be increased with the criterion to obtain an opportune staggering of the same arms. 

The choice of the types of mines to assign to the various obstructions remained of 
competence of the General Staff of Navy, that naturally it was kept posted always exactly of 
quantitative of mines, the type for type, existing in the warehouses of each naval base. 
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SPECCHIO N. 1 
PROSPETTO GENERALE DEGLI SBARRAMENTI DIFENSIVI POSA TI ALL' 


INIZIO DELLE OSTILITA (6 Giugno -10 Luglio 1940) 
Sbarramenti A.N Sbarramenti A.S 
i total Tipo Unita impiegate 
e delle 
min armi 
e 


ALTO TIRRENO 

San Remo-Imperia Elia Pm Fasana 

San Remo-Imperia e Bollo Pm Crotone 
Imperia -Albenga Pm aus. Orlando 
Savona Pm aus. Sgarallino 
La Spezia Elia Pm aus. Sgarallino 
Livorno e Bollo Pm aus. Orlando 
ELBA .PIOMBINO Pm aus. Sgarallino 
Nord Elba (antibombard.) Pm Crotone 

Elba -Pianosa (antibombard.) Bollo Pm Fasana 

Est Elba (antibombard.) Pm Crotone 
Marciana Mar. (antisbarco) Bollo Pm aus. Orlando 
Capo Enfola (antisbarco) Elia Pm aus. Sgarallino 
Capo Calamita (antisbarco) e Bollo Pm Fasana 
Canale di Piombino (Nord) 2: Elia pfo Partenope 
Canale di Piombino (Sud) e Bollo Pm Buffoluto 
GIGLIO -ARGENTARIO pfo Partenope 
Nord Pm Buffoluto 

Sud 

CIRCEO 

C. Circeo - Is. Zannone 

C. Circeo - Is. Zannone 

GOLFO DI NAPOLI 

Imbocco 

Canale Ischia -Procida 

Stretto di Capri 





RRKKK 
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Sbarramenti A.N 


SARDEGNA 

Maddalena (N. E.) 
Maddalena (S. E.) 

Bocche di Bonifacio 
Bocche di Bonifacio 

Golfo dell'Asinara ( antisb.) 
Golfo dell'Asinara ( antisb.) 
Golfo di Oristano 

Isola S. Pietro (Nord) 

Isola S. Pietro (Sud) 

C. Teulada - C. Spartivento 
Golfo di Cagliari 

Golfo di Cagliari 

SICILIA 

Palermo 

Castellamm. del Golfo 
Trapani (Nord) 

Marettimo - Levanzo 
Marettimo - Levanzo 
Marsala - C. Granitola 
Porto Empedocle 

Gela 

Capo Passero (Sud) 
Augusta 
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Sbarramenti A.S 
Unita impiegate 


2a Sq. Torpediniere 
Na Deffenu 

Na Deffenu 

2a Sq. Torpediniere 
Pm Durazzo 

Pm Pelagosa 

Pm Pelagosa 

Pm aus. Caralis 

Pm Pelagosa 

Pm aus. Caralis 

Tp. Aldebaran 

Tp Andromeda 

Na Adrialico 

Na Adrialico 

Tp Aldebaran 

Tp Alcione 

Tp Andromeda 

Tp Aretusa 

Tp Ariel 

Tp Airone 

Tp Pallade -Calliope - 
Circe -Clio. Alcione. 
Aretusa .Ariel .Airone 
Tp Aldebaran 

Tp Andromeda 

Na Adriatico 

Na Brioni 
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Table N.1 cont. 


AN Obstruction | AS Obstruction 
i total 





GOLFO DI TARANTO 

C. San Vito - Torre dell'Ovo 
C. San Vito - Torre dell'Ovo 
Gallipoli 

BASSO ADRIATICO 

C. S. Maria di Leuca - Otranto 
C. S. Maria di Leuca - Otranto 
Brindisi 

Brindisi 

Bari - Barletta 

Golfo di Manfredonia 

Golfo di Manfredonia 


Gargano 
Gargano 
ALTO ADRIATICO 


Ancona 
Ancona 
Venezia 
Trieste 
Pola 
ALBANIA 
Durazzo 
Valona 
Valona 





Ships Employed 


ML Vieste 


Na Barletta 


DD Mirabello - Riboty 
+ Na Barletta 

CA. Taranto + 

DD Mirabello - Riboty 
CA. Taranto + 

DD Mirabello - Riboty 
DD Mirabello ML 
Vieste 

ML Azio 

ML aus. S. Giusto 

ML Albona .Laurana + 
Rovigno 

ML Azio 

ML aus. S. Giusto 

ML Azio 

ML aus. S. Giusto 
CA. Taranto DD 
Mirabello, ML Vieste 
.Na Barletta 

DD Mirabello - Riboty 
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TABLE N.1 cont. 
= Obstruction as Obstruction | 


i ita i Ships Employed 
ciascu i i 
no 


a DD Crispi, Sella TB 


ISOLE ITAL. DELL'EGEO 


esse 
ca ADs 


| 


i 
boll 
Ban 
Zs 
ca 
Zs 
ined 
= 





DD Crispi, Sella, Na 
Lero 

DD Crispi, Sella TB 

Libra, Lince, Na Lero 


Sq. DD Nembo 


rs 
i a 
es 


Lira, Libra, Lince, Na 
1 


Lero 


Peet 
a 
a 


Massaua - Can. Nord 1 


Aer 
— 


Ese 

Massaua - Can. Sud 80 80 1 
eee fe EE 
Eee 
(a ae) 


20) CHRONOLOGICAL SUBDIVISION Of the OPERATIONS 





Nn — nN N 


A) The defensives obstructions put down at the beginning of hostilities along the national 
coasts and Territories and Colonies (6 June - 10 June 1940) 

This part comprises the obstructions previewed from the plans of defense processed in the 
previous years, with anti-bombardment purpose 
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anti-bombardment , anti-invasion, antisubmarine, purpose in the zones of which we have 
said in the previous paragraph and established by Maristat after winnowing of the proposals of 
the peripheral Commands on basis of the quantities of the mines available. 


B) Defensives obstructions put down subsequently to those of part A), in national waters and 
of the Territories and Colonies, finally until year 1942. 


This part comprises the obstructions put down after the following 10 July 1940 for reasons: 

a) because being previewed from the defense plans was also not put down at the beginning 
of the hostilities in consideration of the insufficient availability of mines; 

b) because decided during the course of the war after reinforce to war experiences that 
advised here or there the AN and AS defense; 

c) for new appraisals of the strategic situation with consequent possibilities of probable not 
previewed or previously not thought enemy offenses. 

The relative operations to these obstructions occupy a period that does not go beyond year 
1942. 


C) Defensives obstructions put down in eastern Adriatic, in waters of the joniche islands, the 
western Morea and the Aegean after the occupation of Dalmazia and of Greece carried out in 
April 1941. 

Of these obstructions it is opportune to separately deal from the previous part B) because 
they demanded more complex operations, in as much as the Navy had first of all to take to 
acquaintance of the positions of the Yugoslavia and Greeks obstructions in work at the moment 
of the occupation, explore and characterize them; therefore to establish which of them could 
remain to place and which were instead opportune removing, and finally supplying to new 
obstructions also with Italian and German mines according to the new criteria in outcome 
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outcome of the new created strategic situation from before occupation, and then from other 
events. 

Of all this activity is unfortunately remained a somewhat insufficient documentation, 
especially as far as the obstructions of Greece, because while in the occupation of the Yugoslavia 
it was the Italian Navy to having preponderant part, in Greece the Germans arrived first and were 
to take to all the initiatives. 


D) Laying down anti-invasion obstructions from March to September 1943. 


This part illustrates the period of most intense activity in laying down of defensives 
obstructions, which were all studied with purpose of anti-invasion, to begin that is from March 
1943 from when, previewed the inevitable and definitive abandonment of the last borders of the 
North Africa, the necessity of having was delineated to contrast a enemy invasion; while on the 
choice of the locality in which such invasion it would have been carried out, the enemy succeeded 
to maintain the Italian and German High supreme commands in uncertainty the until to the last 
moment, as we will see in chapter XXIV. 

These obstructions, although laid to defend against possible invasion, came however - for the 
simple fact that those invasions was previewed and even expected, also not knowing exactly 
where to assume also a offensive character; and, as we will see, the putting down it of they 
happened with that same character of dynamism that, as we have said, distinguished the relative 
operations to the offensives obstructions. 


21) LAYING DOWN DEFENSIVES OBSTRUCTIONS AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 
HOSTILITIES ALONG THE NATIONAL COASTS AND THE TERRITORIES AND 
COLONIES - THE SINKING OF ENGLISH AUXILIARY CRUISER AT ASSAB 


The putting down of the defensives obstructions previewed from the plans of defense was 
begun on 6 June 1940. 

The tables and the maps that follow supply the particular of the 223 obstructions put down 
for a total of 10,928 mines, therefore distributed in the various zones: 
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38 
| AN Mine Fields | AS Mine Fields 
Totals 
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Upper Tyrrhenian (Chart n. 1 & 2) 


Mar Liguria, La Spezia, Livorno, zones 
Elba Piombino & Giglio-Argentario. 


Lower Tyrrhenian (Chart n. 4) 
Circeo and Gulf of Naples 
Sardinia (Chart n. 5) 


Maddalena, Mouths of Bonifacio, Asinara, 
Oristano, coast South Gulf of Cagliari. 


oe 

ed 

Ea 

aa 

—s 

Palermo, Castellammare, Trapani, Egadi, be efies 
coast S W, Cape Passero, Augusta 

4 

a 

ena 

Ancona, Venice, Trieste, Pola | 18 | (61 

aE 

— 

ps 

ee 

eral 


ces Ea 
oe 


Zuara, Tripoli, Bengasi, Tobruk 
Eritrean (Massaua, Assab). ae 


Regulation of the depth of the mines: 

- for obstructions ANTI-SHIP: all to meters 4. 

- for obstructions ANTISUBMARINE: nearly all to meters 8. 
All the obstructions were on a single line. 
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The relative operations orders to place the defensive obstructions were written up only by 
the peripheral Commands. The reader will in chapter V reassumed of the relative operations order 
to the obstructions of the Sicily and a that because of all the peripheral Commands that one of 
Messina (Independent M.M. Command of the Sicily) was the only one that at the beginning of the 
hostilities had to supply at the same time the putting down of defensives and offensives 
obstructions. 

Everywhere the operations of laying down of the defensives obstructions was completed 
without incidents and without it disturbance from part of the enemy, and in nearly the totality 
before 25 June; they were continued until the first week of July only for some obstructions of the 
Libya and Eritrea. 

In this last field one of the first episodes of reference in consequence of the was placing of 
the defensives obstructions, that also at least it had achieved one success from our means of 
defense in the ill-fated development of the operations in E. A. At Assab, in the environs of the 
North access, were put down 2 obstructions A N by the DD Panther, on 7 June 1940. They had a 
positive effect just when it seemed that the fall of Assab was a issue of days (sees volume X " the 
operations in E.A. ", page 191-192). The town was remained lacking in whichever other means of 
defense and offense, when on 30 April 1941 the English auxiliary cruiser Parvati of 4500 tons 
turned in order to enter in the bay. The commander of the Base (C.V. Bolla) he did not have arms 
to oppose them and, second he had directives, attended that the ship was stopped in order to 
disembark parliamentarians; instead it, continuing, entered into the minefield causing to explode 
two mines and sinking in approximately 10 minutes. 
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CarTIna N. 1 


SBARRAMENTI DIFENSIVI DAL CONFINE FRANCESE A LA SPEZIA 
(Giugno 1940) 


GENOVA 






YIAREGGIO 


== Sbarramenti antinavi 
“= Sbarramenti antisommer gibili 
Per ciascuno sbarramento é@ indicato 







il numero di torpedini che lo compongono) 


LIVORNO 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


CarTINA N. 2 


SBARRAMENTI DIFENSIVI - LIVORNO - ELBA - PIOMBINO - 
ARGENTARIO 
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CarTINA N. 3 


SBARRAMENTI DIFENSIVI DA M. ARGENTARIO 
A CAPO CIRCEO 


(Agosto 1941) 


4% 
[+ 
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=| Sbarramenti antisommergibili 
(Per ciascuno sbarramento @ indicato 
il numero di torpedini che lo compongono} Clcircee 
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CarTINA N. .4 


SBARRAMENTI DIFENSIVI DEL CIRCEO 
E DEL GOLFO DI NAPOLI 
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CaRTINA N. 5 


SBARRAMENTI DIFENSIVI DELLA SARDEGNA 


4 
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Cartina N. 7 


ds SBARRAMENTI DIFENSIVI 
DA TARANTO A BRINDISI 


GOLFO DI TARANTO 





40° 






bees Sbarramenti antinave 
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CarTINA N, 8 


SBARRAMENTI DIFENSIVI DA BARI AL GARGANO 
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CarTINnA N. 9 


SBARRAMENTI DIFENSIVI DELL’ALTO ADRIATICO 


TRIESTE 


TRIESTE 
GOLFO DI TRIESTE 
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Imbarco e preparazione delle armi su nave mercantile adattata per la posa delle mine. 
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CHAPTER III 


THE GERMAN MINES 


22 - The convention of Merano and the beginning of the Italian-German cooperation 
23 - The Mine service in the German Navy 
24 - Arrival of the German mines in Italy 
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22) The convention of Merano and the beginning of the Italian-German cooperation 


When the hope to conclude the conflict in a few months and that one - from part of Hitler - 
to succeed to invade England had to be abandoned, and when finally the offensive of General 
Wawell (sic) forced our forces to withdraw from Cirenaica, Germany considered the opportunity 
to take part in the Mediterranean, where the English Naval power was gravitating with always 
greater preponderance. 

This German participation, naturally, had to be extended also in the war of mines; and from 
the intensification of the relationships between the two Navies of a greater mutual acquaintance 
of the organization of the relative services to those arms derived. 

It potentially therefore to get rid a misunderstanding for which in Germany it was not known 
that the Italian Navy had mine anchorable until to 800 meters already, that is to greater depths 
then that of the German mines could reach. 

However, and especially after an interesting visit to Germany of one of our technical 
commission, of which we will say in the following paragraph, we became ready account that 
cooperation of extended ally Navy to the war of mines would have largely facilitated our tasks, 
particularly those of the offensive mining in the Channel of Sicily. 

A few days after the departure for Libya of the first convoy of the German Afrika Korps, 13 
February 1941 the Admirals Riccardi and Raeder themselves met at Merano, every 
accompanying by qualifying followers. During this convention the modalities for a complete 
cooperation between two Navy to the war in the Mediterranean were established: and since, 
naturally, discussed and settled down agreements also for the war of mines, see which were our 
situation in that moment. 
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As we have already said, we entered the war with a equipment of approximately 25,000 
mines; until the end of January 1941 there had been laid approximately 17,000 of which 
approximately 4500 in the Channel of Sicily, while all the others belonged to the coastal 
defensives obstructions and some offensives obstructions put down by submarines (see appendix 
to Chapter XXIII). 

As our industry had not marched of equal step with the employment of the arms, the 
situation was other than comforting. The convention of Merano improved it remarkably, since as 
soon as the first German mine arrived in Italy (and just to Taranto); and finally 20 April 1941 the 
German cooperation had practical execution with laying it of the first German mines by work of 
Italian ships, in the Channel of Sicily (sees chapter VI). 

As far as the agreements via the mines we bring back as much as is said in volume IV "The 
Naval Actions" ed. 1976 (page 395): 

"Admiral Fricke answered, observing that the Italian strategic situation was clearly not 
favorable... 

the lessening of power of the Battle Fleet after the action on Taranto could have been 
compensated with the obstruction of the Channel of Sicily... The German Navy possessed non- 
dragable mines with mooring until 450 meters, more than sufficient in order definitively blocking 
the Channel of Sicily to integration of those Italians for highest depth, but not non-dragable. 

"Admiral Riccardi did not reply in the successive sitting, observing that in the Channel of 
Sicily, practically all mineable, he had to hold account that to the complete interdiction of the 
transits of the enemy made contrast the necessity to maintain the free channels for our traffic. The 
strategy based on the development of special means in order to attack the opposing ships in the 
bases exactly was conceived according to partial compensation to the difficulty to engage the 
enemy at sea and of become extremely dangerous to navigation with insidious means, for the 
limited mine ability of the Mediterranean and for the few favorable environmental conditions to 
the employment of the submarines 

"However, the watertight closing of the Channel of Sicily would not be impossible and any 
competition of German Navy would have been appreciated... ". 
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23) THE MINE SERVICE IN THE GERMAN NAVY 

At the convention of Merano following, in March 1941, the visit to Germany of a 
Commission composed of our officials having special competence in matter of underwater arms, 
in order make the acquaintance of the German organization and the progresses reached in such 
arms. We bring back the interesting mine part from the report of the head, Captain Aymone of the 
Commission: 

"The service of the mines in the German Navy is introduced under imposing shapes: to it 
was given a particular importance. 

"The reasons of such development go found in the following considerations: 

a) Germanic Navy, in forecast of a war against a nation of superior forces, has entrusted to 
the mine a function of first position in the war at sea, is as a defense arm as well as a offense arm. 

b) The development of the mine, in the current shape, is of recent date as has been begun 
only in 1935. The grandeur of the means has substituted for a much too young life of the service. 

c) Germanic Navy thinks that for all the arms, and in particular for the mines, the 
effectiveness of means can be contrasted hardly if some copy opportunely have fallen in the 
hands of the enemy. It needs therefore of continuous and fast evolution. For such needs the 
Germanic Navy has predisposed organic provisions and ethical adapted to the fixed aims. Those 
that deserves particular relief are: 

1 - To the mine service are destined 500 - five hundreds - officers, dedicated only to such 
service. 

To the service three admirals are assigned. 

2 - The leaders of several branches of the service are the captains of the ship, in as much as it 
comes thought that the technique must always and however be enslaved to the employment 
concepts. 

3 - The service completed in the technical branch comes to all the effects considered to the 
same branch of the service of the combatants. In fact, many of the officials with which contact 
has been had, 
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are decorated with the Cross of Iron II and frequently of I class for acquired merits in the 
technical field. 

The width of means, the organization of them at every point of view explains as, in a short 
time, the Germanic Navy has been able to resolve problems that elsewhere are still unsolved. 

"Technical Considerations: 

"The detailed examination of the arms (see technical relation attached) allows to make, for 
several the types of arms, some relative considerations to the possibility of collaboration of two 
Navy in the field of mines. 

"1 - Moored mines: 

The Germanic arms do not introduce any fundamentally new ideas. Indeed, German Navy 
thinks that in this field R. Marina has resolved shiningly the problem of the arm for great depth. 
Some constructive particular, especially the cables of mooring of the German arms, deserve a 
careful examination 

"2 - anti-dredging Systems: 

The problem has been perfectly resolved from Germanic Navy with the antenna mines and the 
explosive buoys and tearing. Wanting to substitute for to the deficiencies introduced from said 
buoys, which the fixed mooring and the limited length of mooring, enough to execute the 
assembly of the buoy tearing or explosive on an anchor with mooring to fathom. 

"3 - Bottom Mines: 

Also this problem has been accurately examined and resolved by the Germanic Navy. At the 
current state of the things the employment of energies does not seem convenient in order to 
realize, in R. Navy, arms laid with aircrafts. 

However the employment of them from surface ships and submarines is not possible in the 
Mediterranean for the particular hydrographical conditions of this sea. 
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"4 - Special Mines: 

Also in this field Germanic Navy has faced for a long time the problem and for a long time it 
has resolved it. 

Particular attention deserves the magnet-acoustic device, whose acquaintance is from 
considered useful from part of Italian technicians who have realized devices of the sort. 

But it is to hold present that the special mines have been conceived, in Germany, only as 
bottom mines, while for the needs of the R. Navy the problem goes above all faced as moored 
arms. 

The information supplied by the German Navy deserves particular attention, There than 
English arrange of magnetic moored mines. 


"Conclusions: 

"The visit carried out to Germany had the goal to realize the reciprocation of the made visit, 
in the end of October, from a German commission to the "Pignone” Company. 

"The result of the visit allow to assert to have widely reached such goal, being reached a 
more intimate contact between two Navy and established concrete bases of collaboration. 

"In an exchange of views happened between the C.V. Muller and the Head of the Italian 
mission has been examined the following possibility of collaboration on basis: 

a) The Italian Navy will continue to dedicate particularly to the relative problems to the 
moored mines, especially for the high depth. 

b) Germanic Navy will continue instead carrying out the relative activity to the problem of 
the bottom mines, especially for the launch from aircrafts. 

c) The two Navy collaborate closely as far as the dredging in its several shapes and the 
means of defense A.S. 
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"Since in the visit carried out to Florence and the visits made to Taranto the Germanic Navy 
has made only acquaintance in part of the Italian arms, neither has been able to give an account of 
the organization of the mine service in the R. Navy, the German Navy would appreciate to be 
able to exchange again the wide made visit to Kiel in its integral shape, also in order to maintain 
profitable and continuing contacts. 

"The reputed convenient to receive such desire and it is proposed that a Germanic 
commission is to be invited to La Spezia in the next month of May ". 


24) ARRIVAL OF THE GERMAN MINE IN ITALY 


The German moored mines differed from ours in the following characteristic: 

- greater weight of explosive loads in the arms destined to the anti-ship obstructions; 

- limit of depth of anchoring, a little greater then half of the limit of depth of ours. 

Evidently German Navy had not faced the problem of mooring in depths advanced of 450 
meters because its main operations zones had been always considered the North Sea that, like is 
known, is little deep. 

We could moreover state as the German officials were oriented very decidedly, and very 
sure than us, towards a totalitarian employment of mines, with a mentality that we could define 
"as the watertight closing”. And also that was from habit attributed to the to the North Sea, which 
not only for its limited depth, but for its limited extension it is lend to being totally mined, 
because they does not have to scrimp on the mines. They had leftover from the previous war 
1915-18 when the English Navy wanted to realize, between the islands Shetland and Norway, that 
colossal "Northern barrage" that had to completely prevent to the German submarines the free 
passage into the Atlantic; they were necessary approximately one hundred thousand mines, but 
the obstruction was ready in autumn 1918, little before the end of the conflict. 

The Mediterranean is in much different conditions for depth as well as much by extension, 
and of "watertight closings" can not 
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be spoken if not for many narrow passages. Sure, admitted of being able to decide of huge a 
quantitative of mines, in the Channel of Sicily it was possible to realize something of similar to 
the " Northern Barrier" of 1918, but such possibility was only theoretical since, as Admiral 
Riccardi made to observe at Merano, we had to also leave open A passages for our traffic, and 
allow a very narrow one, in order to avoid an easy distinctive that above all would have facilitated 
laying of a trap of it by the enemy submarines. And the Admiral Riccardi did not lack to call the 
attention of his German interlocutors on the fact that "the Mediterranean is not the North Sea ". 

After the convention of Merano they began to arrive in our warehouses of Taranto and 
Augusta German moored mines and with operation by collision; the magnetic ones arrived later. 
And they arrived, among the first, also "the anti-dredging " buoys, that is special buoys that 
disposed on external rows to those of the mines of an obstruction, were destined to damage the 
apparatuses of dredging neutralizing the action or at least make it very difficult. 

These buoys were of two types: tearing and explosive. Tearing was of greater dimensions, 
and had a weight of 900 Kg. The explosive carried load with 800 grams and only weighed 200 
Kg.. 

From 20 April 1941, given for the laying of the first obstruction with German mines, to 
September 1943, there were put down by Italian ships German mines of the following types: 


Weight of the 
Characteristic charge Kg. 
moored U.M.A. 30 
and operation by collision U.M.B. 40 
E.M.C. 300 
moored and magnetic operation E.M.F. 380 


But other types of were mines sent to Italy from the Germany also, moored magnetic and, 
collision and bottom with magnetic-acoustic operation. But such mines were employed 
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only from German ships, that is the MAS of the III Flotilla and submarines, as we will see 
more later, as well as from aircraft. 

Of the mines employed from our ships, the V.M.A. and the V.M.B. particularly were 
adapted for A. S. obstructions; but they were used also for A. N. obstructions during the last 
months of conflict, that is for anti invasion obstructions, of which we will deal with in chapter 
XXIV. 

Altogether our units laid approximately 12,224 German mines (9,958 collision and 2,266 
magnetic) and approximately 4,411 anti-dredging buoys. 
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CHAPTER IV 
DEFENSIVE OBSTRUCTIONS 
From JULY 1940 
To NOVEMBER 1942 


25 - Warning circa the obstruction " T " (Tripoli) 

26 - Obstructions for the expansion of the already existing underwater defenses. 
27 - Obstructions added as a result of the new strategic contingencies 

a) Third A. N. obstruction of Benghazi 

b) Obstruction V O (Valona - Otranto) 

c) The A. N. obstructions of Taranto 


CHART N. 2 - General Prospect of the defensive obstructions put down from 11 July 1940 
to 28 August 1942 in national waters and in the Territories and Colonies. 
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25) WARNING CIRCA THE OBSTRUCTION " T " 


The defensive obstructions of which we deal in this chapter are summarized in chart n. 2 to 
the end of this chapter. In such chart they figure also the data of obstruction " T '" (Tripoli) which 
was planned with defensive criteria and it must be considered a defensive obstruction. 

It is not that this obstruction, for its complexity, the organization of rests, the number of 
ships that executed it, for the distance from the bases from which said ship had to leave, and 
finally for its insertion concerning in the operational cycle laying down it of the multiple 
obstruction "S", it introduces all just the operating characteristics of a true offensive obstruction 
and, and therefore some of it are dealing in chapter XIII putting its place in the chronological 
order after laying down of obstruction S 1 of which is dealt with in chapter XI. 


26) FOR EXPANSION OF THE ALREADY EXISTING UNDERWATER DEFENSE 
OBSTRUCTIONS 


In the Zone of Livorno on 20 August 1941 were added 2 AS obstructions. 

In the Channel of Piombino, obliged passage of our coastal routes of traffic, that it turned out 
defended less in the southern part, on 20 August 1941 was added an other obstruction A. S. 

In the section Argentario-Capo Circeo from the 3 to 6 August 1941 there were added 10 AS 
obstructions. 

In the zone between Capo Palinuro and Capo Vatican were composed 4 A S obstructions 
from the 19 to 27 September 1941. 
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Dealing with one route off of 80 miles of length between the two aforesaid Capes, the " 
density " of the defense was not of clear important, but the availability of arms did not allow great 
abundance for the moment. 

In Sardinia it remained more in order than a year un-garnished of defense A S of the eastern 
coast. On 28 September 1941 were put down 4 obstructions at intervals of approximately 30 
miles, and 7 February 1942 was put down a fifth. 

In the zone Bari-Barletta-Gulf of Manfredonia, to the four A S obstructions put down at the 
beginning of hostilities there were added three others, respectively on 24 June 1941, 26 May 1942 
and the 13 June 1942. 

Between the zone of Brindisi and that one of Bari it was remained un-garnished of A S 
defense a section of 45 miles, that it rendered the same defense very precarious, in those waters a 
lot attended from the Adriatic coastal traffic. Such disadvantage could be completely eliminated 
only in 1942 with the laying down of five A S obstructions from 16 February to 25 May. By this 
operation could finally have a uninterrupted defensive chain and sufficiently locked, from Saint 
Maria di Leuca to the Gargano, with 27 obstructions, at a medium distance of 5-6 miles from the 
coast, and, naturally, external to the routes of coastal traffic. 

Some other obstruction were added in Libya - to depart from the great obstruction " T "" of 
which we will deal with in chapter XIII - and in the Aegean. 

But we have left for last the three A S obstructions North of the Strait of Messina, on which 
is opportune to say something more. 

In the zone of Messina in principle they had not been previewed obstructions, neither to the North 
nor to the South of the Strait; but in September 1941 the Supermarina recognized the convenience 
to put some obstruction to North, in order to hinder the ambushes of enemy submarines on the 
obliged route for the entrance into the Strait. 

The obstructions had to be three (see chart n. 6) but the Supermarine thought it opportune to 
feel the opinion of the Admiral of Messina on the possibilities to carry out laying it down in 
relation to the regimen of the existing currents. The express to seem favorable, since Admiral 
Barone in the interested zone 
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the current has a speed around on average mile per hour and very rarely it reaches more that 
one a mile (1). 

The laying was destined to the ship-ferry Reggio and Aspromonte that in previous August 
they had already executed placement of offensives obstructions in the Channel of Sicily, as we 
will see more later. The TB Cigno and the Na Adriatic were destined to the escort; the 
commander of the Cigno (C.C. N. Riccardi) had command of the operation. 

Every obstruction was constituted with two rows, with "un-altered" arms between the rows. 
The reader will find again this system in nearly the totality of the offensive obstructions and in 
the great obstruction " T '" (Chapter XIID). Interval between the two rows meters 100, distance 
between the arms of one same row meters 100: the two ferries they had to execute puts down 
marching in line of abreast at a speed of 8 knots, and for the stagger of the arms the Aspromonte 
had launch first arm 12s.5 after the launch of the first from the Reggio. Interval between launch 
25s (2). 

The ships embarked the arms at Augusta on 7 October 1941 and executed the laying down of 
the first two obstructions on the 8th; they made at once return to Augusta for the boarding of the 
arms of the third obstruction, and they executed lay downs on 10 October. 


27) OBSTRUCTIONS ADDED AS A RESULT OF NEW STRATEGIC 
CONTINGENCIES 


a) The third AN obstruction of Benghazi 

The history of this obstruction is interesting in how much the decision of placing them was 
taken in relation to the arrival at Benghazi of a most important convoy that it had to transport 
troops and materials of which there was most urgent need (for the organization of the convoy sees 
volumes "The naval actions" and "Defense of the traffic with the North Africa"). The 
Supermarina therefore had recognized the opportunity to reinforce the defense of Benghazi 


(1) The currents of the Strait of Messina, for their variations of direction and intensity, 
depend on the phases of the moon and follow therefore the same laws of the tides. However their 
effects are felt much more in the zone to the South then in that one to the North. 

(2) The speed in miles to the hour corresponds, with great approximation, to the double 
quantity of the speed in meters to the second. At 8 knots (4 meters to second) 25s correspond to 
100 meters and 125.5 to 50 meters. 
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adding a third obstruction more robust then the others two already put down. It was then 
combination that the transverse of that convoy coincided with the movement of an other convoy, 
the English and even it abundantly escorted; and had origin from such coincidence the battle of 
Punta Stilo (9 July 1940). 

To the rests of the third obstruction of Benghazi was destined that the Na Barletta that in the 
evening of 6 July received the order to move at once to Brindisi and to embark 90 "Elia" mines 
there regulated of depth 4 meters. During the Brindisi - Bengasi transverse the Barletta was found 
in contact with our forces that returned towards the North having executed the escort of the 
convoy, atrives regularly at Benghazi the morning of 9 July. But the obstruction entrusted to the 
Barletta, if concurred to equally reinforce the defense of Benghazi against future eventualities, 
could not to be rested timely in the comparisons of the aforesaid convoy, but only on the 11, as 
will be seen. 

It must for truth allow that the decision of this mission of the Barletta was somewhat late: in 
fact, mind the general order of relative operation to the convoy for Benghazi was emanated from 
the Supermarina on 3 July 1940, was only the evening of the 6th that the Supermarina ordered the 
movement of the Barletta and emanated for it particular order of operation n. 3 of which we 
transcribe the more interesting dispositions: 

"The R. aux. Minelayer Barletta, after having boarded 90 E.2 mines, departed from Brindisi 
at 10:00 hours of 7 July, following the coastal route until Cape Otranto and crossing strip of 
safety in order to reach point " C " of Otranto 

"Route facing therefore South on the meridian 18° 50' until parallel 33° 44' and finally 
heading for Benghazi where you will have arrived at dawn of 9 July. 

"Arriving in proximity of the port you will send a boat with officer to deliver to the local 
Naval Command packet S.R.P. to this command and containing copy of the present operations 
order. 

"As soon as possible, and not later than 05.00 hours, it will be carried in the zone established 
for the sinking of the obstruction. 


"The obstruction will have to be put down even if the conditions of the time are not all 
favorable ones; in the case of time definitely 
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definitely adverse it will demand orders to Marilibia Tripoli through Benghazi Naval. 


"On days 7 and 8 July will be at sea the I and II Naval Fleets in advanced position regarding 
the route of the Barletta until approximately 12.00 hours of the 8th, and with routes directed in 
order to return to their respective bases after said hour 

"The Na Barletta (C. V. Bechis) in spite of some initial impediment in contrast with the 
urgency that clearly turns out from the dispositions of the Supermarina that we have transcribed, 
and the bad timing that delayed its putting down of the obstruction, it executed its mission in a 
commendable way. 

We bring back now the more interesting parts of the report of Commander Bechis: 


"Departed from Brindisi at 12:50 of 7 July, that is with delay of two hours and half regarding 
previewed 

"The delay has had to the fact that the ship was arriving a few hours before to Brindisi with 
damage to the maneuver of the false bow of the minelayer; the diver, supplied from the Maribase 
in with the equipment, could not be ready with the repairs that towards 12:30. Seen the situation, 
at 12:00 I have decided to disembark the false bow, abdicating to the possibility of protection 
with minelayer, waves not to further delay the beginning of the mission. 


"At 20.39 I sight on left the two smoke plums, immediately after defined torpedo boats; they 
faced abreast in the moment in which I succeed to specify that they were directed under all force 
on the Barletta. Some moment after, from that one of two more towards my bow comes made a 
call to white flashes, continued soon after from the question in luminosity "who is? ". In a first 
moment I do not answer, in the supposition that they are enemy ships. 

"Soon after other four torpedo boats and beyond them appear the shapes of two ships 
(cruisers). I recognize to be dealing with national torpedo boats, from them which I succeed to 
perceive red distinctive letters to bow of two of them; one has directed for cut my route and the 
other for passing me astern. 
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"I answer then, to that one more towards my bow, making, also white lamps, the symbol of 
the Barletta and at the same time returned to route; after the two torpedo boats approach on the 
right reaching the group formed by the other four torpedo boats and by the two ships. 

"The morning of the 9th, at 06:40 hours, being at a distance from land, a dense haze covers 
the Libyan coast. In spite of the star observations of 20:45 of the previous evening, I land 4 miles 
more to the east than Benghazi (fishing village of Mengar es Seghir); rectified the route, I reach 
Benghazi at 10:30. 

"Delivered the packed to the Admiral of Division Giving commander of Marilibia, that was 
found at Benghazi, I have received the instructions (...) with order to carry out the obstruction the 
next morning, in case the conditions of the sea did not allow of implement them the same evening 
of the 9th. 

"The wind from the south, than it had been getting fresh in the night between the 8th and the 
9th, have still refreshed during the entire night between the 9th and the 10th, rendering the 
execution impossible of laying, until dawn of the 11th. 

"At 04:13 of the 11th in motion for the routes of which to sheet 413 of Marilibia; at 04:45 
comes ignited the established temporary light. The ship is perfectly in route. 

"At 05:01 beginning putting down, that comes completed at 05:29. I have governed 3° on the 
right during the putting down, in order to compensate the effect of the sea. 

"| think that the execution corresponds with sufficient exactitude to the forecast of the 
diagram. 

"At 05:30 en route to Cape Misurata. At 08:20 deciphered message n. 338 from Messina, 
relative to the route continuation of 4 enemy cruisers and 6 destroyers, I decide to instead make 
the coastal routes than that direct one, since in these last would be case be met a little before 
16:00, while following instead the coastal routes I would escape in any case the sighting. 


"At 21:35 of the 11th anchored, in awaiting of the pilot, the outer harbor of Tripoli”. 


The Captain Commander 
Aldo Bechis 
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b) Obstruction VO (Valona-Otranto) 

Was the first defensive obstruction whose it laying has demanded a special preparation and a 
more rather numerous employment of forces, having had is completed close to the coast while 
they were in course sets in action remarkable ground war (conflict with Greece) and in waters in 
which we had already had naval actions with superior enemy forces (12 November 1940). 

In December 1940 the course of the land operations in the Greek-Albanian theater was still 
in an unfavorable phase to us and, although we had already engaged in an delaying battle, it could 
not be considered asked for a serious threat on Valona. Obstruction of mines to South of Punta 
Linguetta was thought therefore opportune to reinforce the anti-bombardment defense in that 
zone by means of one. 

The composition of such obstruction came established in a row of 75 P 200 mines oriented 
circa to the W S W. its laying was destined to the DD Pigafetta (C. V. Mezzadra, commander of 
the 15th DD squadron) with the escort of the DD Zeno (C. F. Piscicelli). 

The mission was completed in the night from the 27 to 28 December 1940 profiting by the 
contemporary transfer from Taranto to Brindisi of the 7th Division (Eugene di Savoia, Attendolo, 
Montecuccoli) and of same the 15th DD squadron. The nautical conduct of the same mission was 
rendered somewhat delicate from the fact that the only object of sure reference was the beacon of 
Saseno, of which would have demanded the ignition; according then to the visibility conditions it 
could or less have made assignment on other elements of acknowledgment of the near Albanian 
coast. The lunar phase was next to the last quarter, therefore he was relatively favorable to the 
visibility of the same coast. 

We bring back the chronological exposure from the report of commander Mezzadra: 


"The DD Pigafetta executes the operations of boarding and preparation of the mines in the 
afternoon and the evening of the 27th being at the depth of the Bocche di Puglia of Brindisi. The 
embarking, carried out with single means aboard it comes begun at 16:25 and completed at 18:30. 
The operations preparation (primed and stood-up) have been completed at 20:45. 
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"01:00 Hours - the Pigafetta and the Zeno cast off and direct for the exit from the port of 
Brindisi 

"02:30 Hours - In open to of the safety routes one heads to 20 knots towards Valona. The 
section proceeds in line to abreast, the Zeno on the right of the Pigafetta, distance 1000 meters. 
Gloomy, poor visibility, wind and sea from Maestro (NW), force 4-5. The Pigafetta has wide and 
slow movements of rolling; in some moments it puts to knock back under the water. The sea 
mounts frequently on deck and from the bow. 

"03:30 Hours - The beacon of Saseno is sighted. 

"04:06 Hours - the speed is reduced to 16 knots. Under the Albanian coast, near point A of 
the routes of the safety for the entrance to Valona, the visibility is maintained insufficient: the 
land at 5 miles of distance is not distinguished well. The beacon is covered before from squalls 
and then it remains extinguished for long periods. It is made to pass to Valona Naval I listen on 
the radio in order to ask the continuous ignition for the beacon of Saseno. The request then does 
not come forwarded in as much as the beacon resumes its continuous operation. 

"05:11 Hours - it is reduced to 12 and then to 10 knots, it is in order to define the position, 
noting as well with the approximation of a mile, only is in order to consider if the conditions of 
the sea, that it is turned with the wind to NNE and of force 4, allowing the putting down of the 
mines 

"06:30 Hours - is judged that with first shelter of the coast the operation it is possible, and 
order is given to let go the lift, to remove bumpers and the safety pins. The Pigafetta door under 
the rib of Punta Linguetta until 2 miles from the coast. 

"At 07:00 visibilities is allowed only to specify the position; it is decided to begin at once the 
putting down of the mines. 

"07:12 Hours - The putting down of the arms has beginn it at the speed of 10 knots. Interval 
between their moments of fall of the mines is 20 seconds. The sky is in great covered part, the 
gloomy atmosphere; there is still the nocturnal light. The obstruction comes begun exactly on the 
prescribed point and it is carried out with the maximum regularity, although that the wind from 
astern to right side to skid the ship rendering difficult the movement of the straight train of mines. 

"The mines completes their phases with great regularity: in fact, given the depth of 
approximately 100 meters at the beginning and 600 to the end, let alone the times of reduction of 
the anchor, they are available at the same time to float one or two arm to initially, and 
subsequently always 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


in greater number, as long as to the end if they count at the same time to float six or seven; 
therefore all disappear under water. 

"07:37 Hours - The obstruction is completed; the first lights of the dawn begin 

"Given the conditions of light in which the putting down has happened, are that it can be 
excluding observed by anyone. 

"The obstruction has been begun at point of lat. 40° 21.8'; long. 19°12.2'; it has turned out 
along 7,650 meters and oriented for 72°-252°; that is it has been begun exactly in the terminal 
point of the east, according to the prescribed guideline, and completed 250 meters beyond the 
terminal point of the west. 

"They have been sunk 75 - P 200 mines regulated to 4 meters. At the beginning, during it 
putting down it, and to the end, the position has been controlled finding the beacon of Saseno, the 
coast of Punta Linguetta and Monte Vasilio. 

"Completed the laying of the mines the section Pigafetta-Zeno heads for rejoining to the 
17th Division ". 


c) The AN obstructions of Taranto 


In the spring of 1941 considered the eventuality of bombardment of the zone of Taranto 
from part of heavy caliber. Therefore they were rested, from 25 May to 12 June, eight 
obstructions to the SW and SE of Cape Saint Vito (see map n. 7) in relation to the presupposed 
practical throw of the guns from 381 of English the ships of not recent construction: 25-26.000 
meters. 

Later on the possibility of bombardment from part of more recent ships was considered also 
or than "Nelson" type battleships, and therefore was put down another two obstructions in 
relation to one greater throw, 27 April and 28 August 1942. 

In chart n. 2 the obstructions of which are listed to all have up to now spoken and put down 
from 10 July 1940 until 1942. 
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Chart N. 2 
Defensives Obstructions Put down From July 1940 To 28 August 1942 
In National Waters And Territories And Colonies 
AN Obstruction N. A. Obstruction 
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Chart N. 2 Cont. 
AN See ees AS Obstruction 
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CHAPTER V 
THE CHANNEL OF SICILY 
FIRST OFFENSIVES OBSTRUCTIONS 


28 - The strategic importance of the Channel of Sicily 

29 -The "device " of the Channel of Sicily 

30 - First directives for the operation of the device 

31 - The first operations order of the M. M. Command of Sicily 
32 - Plans for laying of obstructions 

33 - Example of plan of putting down (Trapani) 
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28) THE STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF THE CHANNEL OF SICILY 


In the studies of marine war, until the Italian-British contrast after to the Italian action 
against Ethiopia, the importance of the Channel of Sicily had not been given first place. 

In a war against France (with or without Yugoslavia its ally) they were previewed, from part 
of that nation, attempts of passage through the Channel; but, given to its not decisive interests in 
the eastern basin of the Mediterranean and the possibility to limit the communications with Suez 
and the Red Sea, admitted that those attempts would have been sporadic and containable from the 
optimal position of our naval forces at Augusta and from our valid points of support of Tobruk 
and Lero. 

As far as obstructions of mines, some of them were only previewed in the passage between 
Pantelleria and Capo Granitola (minimal width 54 miles). 

Rising of a hypothesis of war in which England would have been included among the our 
adversaries radically changed the previous appreciation - undoubtedly optimistic of the situation. 

It was from considering that England had a fundamental interest to maintain in the 
Mediterranean eastern basin forces conspicuous and firm possessions; from where the absolute 
necessity to use the passage through the Channel of Sicily. It was but also to consider how much 
the difficulties would have grown for Italy in order to maintain to the necessary contrast, because 
of the English possession of Malta and the consequent not to increase in value of Augusta. 

From over exposed considerations the opportunity was gushing to increase to the means and 
the predispositions in order to render such contrast efficient. 
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This increase of means and predispositions was object, during period 1936-1939, of 
continuous studies from part not only of the competent offices of the General Staff, but also, and 
not without sometimes lively arguments, of the several sessions that happened at the Institute of 
Marine War (I.G.M.) and of the admirals who succeeded in the marine military command of the 
Sicily. 

The organization of means of contrast in order to prevent or at least to render the transit 
extremely dangerous through the Channel of Sicily could not make abstraction from the other 
fields of the Mediterranean, in as much as the zone of sea that the presumed enemy had to cross 
for to move from west to east or vice-versa it was flanked for approximately 900 miles by Italian 
coasts. It appeared therefore logical to have use of this favorable situation, much more than it was 
judged that the employment of the Airforce and submarines would have allowed to prolong the 
extension of that zone also to the single effects of the informative service. 

In short: from Gibraltar to the meridian of Biserta, and from the meridian of Cape Matapan 
to the eastern British bases, we would have had two zones in which organizing a active vigilance 
with aviation and submarines; while between the meridians. of Cape Matapan and Malta we 
would have had a field that preferably would have been lend to the maneuver of the main surface 
forces and also of those airplane, now the position presumably of the Italian bases. 

Contiguous to this field, between it and that western one, the Channel is found true and just, 
with its islands: Pantelleria and Pelage (Lampedusa, Linosa, Lamppost). Pantelleria is the more 
important, not only for its greater dimensions that better allow the use for fixed means of contrast 
as well as how many mobile, but also for its position at the center, and a little rear on the axis of 
minor width of the entrance of the Channel, for which it comes to form two passages: that back 
the Sicilian coast with lower depth and therefore more easy mine able; and the other, towards the 
Tunisian coast, with higher depth, especially between Lampedusa and Malta. In the initial studies 
the mining of this passage was considered more difficult, but in 1940 we had already anchored 
mines also in depths of that measure. 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


CarTInA N. 10 


DISPOSITIVO DEL CANALE DI SICILIA 
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29) THE " DEVICE " OF THE CHANNEL OF SICILY 

These considerations on the geographic-strategic situation were the basis on which 
constructed the organization of what the device of the Channel of Sicily was called and that to the 
beginning of the hostilities with England and France consisted in the following elements: 
vigilance; mobile means of contrast; fixed means of contrast. That is, in short: 

- Aerial Vigilance, with continuous diurnal service and on sure routes also nocturnal; placing 
of lookout-post and of listen to hydrophones at Cape Granitola, Pantelleria, Lampedusa and 
Linosa. 

- Mobile means of contrast: aircraft of "Armera" for attack of sighted forces; ambushes of 
submarines; cruises of torpedo boats, nocturnal and in zones mostly not interfering with those of 
the submarines. 

- Fixed means of contrast: artilleries of medium and small-caliber at Pantelleria and 
Lampedusa; a multiple and continuous offensive obstruction between Pantelleria and Capo 
Granitola; one multiple but intermittent offensive obstruction between Lampedusa and the 
Kerkenah islands (to the east of Sfax). (see map n. 10). 

The studies on the organization of the device of the Channel of Sicily all carried to one 
unavoidable and logical conclusion: the organization of the closing of the Channel could not only 
comprise true and own waters of it; but, in order that to better be able to coordinate and to take 
advantage of the work of the mostly offensives elements that they would have distributed in the 
central zone, had to comprise elements external mostly informative, that is average naval and 
aerial supported by the bases of the Sardinia. Consequently it was necessary that a single 
command harmonized as well as the employment of fixed means as much as that one of aerial, 
underwater means and surface, it leave of which, for their characteristics of employment, would 
have disturbed in distant zones from the same Channel. 

Various were the geographic-strategic considerations, and sometimes in contrast between 
them. As an example, since the fixed and mobile means would have been left again between 
Sicily and Sardinia, for logistic and operating reasons, and since the difficulty Pantelleria - 
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Tunisia, for parallel, intimately was connected to the passage between the Sardinia and 
African coast, for meridian, the two great islands had to be considered, from the operating point 
of view, as a single agency, and therefore to be put under only one Command. 

This situation already existed in the jurisdiction of the time of peace (Sicily and Sardinia 
both under command from the Commander in Chief of the Lower Tyrrhenian); but the 
maintenance of it in time of war would then have tax that the Command of the device was 
exercised from Naples. Other obvious reasons rendered opportune that the Command had 
headquarters in a place very close possible to the operation zone; a place that is from where the 
accountable it could better organize and follow the work of the numerous and varied means to 
employ. 

However, the continuation and the deepening of the studies lead finally to the provision to 
render the Military Marine Command of the Sicily independent, whose headquarters was, and 
remained, at Messina. 

This provision was put into effect in 1939, at the beginning of the conflict in Europe; and it 
undoubtedly represented the best solution of the problem of the Command of the Channel. 

The then marine military commander of the Sicily was Admiral Pietro Barone; and he only 
left Messina when the town, remained by now the last border of Sicily still in hand ours, even it 
had to be cleared, 17 August 1943. Admiral Barone was the only official high that maintained the 
same charge of command - the more important than all those of land commands - for all the 
duration of the conflict. 


30) FIRST DIRECTIVES FOR THE OPERATION OF THE "DEVICE" 

The directives for the device of the Channel of Sicily were contained in an issue 
distinguished with the characteristic DG/10/A-1 (Dispositions of war - western and central 
Mediterranean - Channel of Sicily - initial operations). 

For opportune guideline of the reader, before entering in the particular of the employment of 
the mines that is task of the present volume, we transcribe the edition dated 30 May 1940 of 
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aforesaid directives (1), and some of them are reproduced the general demonstrative diagram 
of the device of the Channel (Map n. 10). 


"HIGH NAVAL COMMAND 30 May 1940 
Supermarina 
Prot. N. 89 S.R.P. 


Initial operations - Directives for the device of the Channel of Sicily 

"1) Hypothesis alpha one 

Conflict between the Italy-Germany group and the Great Britain - France group . 

Behavior of the smaller powers that mainly interest the marine war in the Mediterranean: 

Spain: neutral 

Yugoslavia-Turkey-Greece: neutral benevolent or allied to the Great Britain -France group; 

Egypt: allied to the Great Britain -France group. 

It leaves from the attitude of other Powers 

"2) Situation of the opposing forces 

That one turning out from the bulletins of which the High Marine Command will begin the 
distribution at the opportune moment, 

"3) Situation of our forces 

Turns out from following documents: (omitted) 

"4) Attributions of the Marine Military Command in Sicily 

To the executive order of which to paragraph 13 of the present document, the Marine 
Military Command of the Sicily will pass to 


(1) we have omitted to transcribe the directives for the case in which the was being failed the 
ferry Scilla, as such case was not taken place. 
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directed dependency of the High Marine Command for as much as have connection to the 
employment in the Channel of Sicily of placed the naval and aerial forces under its orders and of 
concurrent coastal means to the efficiency of the device of the Channel. 

The foretold Marine Military Command will have however to keep posted of its operating 
activities in the Channel to the Commander in Chief of the Naval department of the Lower 
Tyrrhenian. 

"5) Forces that are to participate in the operation 


a) Torpedo boats Location 

Ist flotilla at Porto Empedocle 
2nd flotilla at Trapani 
ally for 


Will be allowed to the service of vigilance for the Channel: 

- the TB squadron located at Cagliari (2 units) 

- the TB squadron located at Tripoli, 

in the sense that they, in the performance of the tasks for the fields which they were assigned 
normally, will have to directly communicate also to the Marine Military Command in Sicily all 
the news that can affect to the aims of the operation and the efficiency of the device of the 
Channel. 

In particular circumstances the High Marine Command will be able to order the effective 
participation of said Squadrons to operations in the Channel. 


b) M.A.S. Location 

One squadron at Trapani 

One squadron at Porto Empedocle 
One Squadron at Mazara of the Vallo 


c) Submarines 

The submarines in ambush in the zones indicated are considered later on, for the 
employment, under the direct command of the Marine Military Command in Sicily, which the 
Submersible Commander of the Fleet will communicate from time to time, and timely, the names 
and the headquarters of the units pre-chosen for the special service. 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


d) Units assigned to laying of the mines 

- Cruisers and DDs of the Division located at Augusta; 
- Torpedo boats Squadrons; 

- Minelayers Buccari and Scilla. 


"6) Military Operations to complete 

To put in action a device of obstruction of the Channel of Sicily, constituted as follows: 

a) offensives obstructions of mines between Sicily and Pantelleria and Lampedusa and 
Kerkenah; 

b) nocturnal cruise of torpedo boats; 

c) continuous ambushes of submarines; 

d) MAS lines of vigilance; 

e) aerial exploration and vigilance 


"7) Obstructions of mines 

A - FIRST TIME 
Obstruction G. P. Between C. Granitola and Pantelleria 1280 arms 
Obstruction L. K. Between Lampedusa and Kerkenah 428 arms 


Obstructions G. P. 

The plans of laying, studied by the M.M. Command of the Sicily on directives of the Office 
of General Staff, will be communicated to the interested Commands by the M.M. Command in 
Sicily with the exact positions of the obstructions. 

The arms will be collected at Trapani. It will be executed with the following modalities: 

1st night: line 1 A N -400 arms at an interval of m. 100 

Means rested with: Scilla 

Beginning with the extreme: S W 
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Regulation depth: m. 4 
line 1 A N bis -240 arms to interval m. 100 
Means of laying: Buccari 
Beginning at the extreme: NE 
Regulation depth: m. 4 
2nd night: line 2 AN -400 arms at an interval of m. 100 
Means of laying: Scilia 
Beginning with the Extreme: S W 
Regulation depth: m. 4 
line 2 AN bis -240 arms at an interval of m. 100 
Means of laying: Buccari 
Beginning with the Extreme: NE 
Regulation of depth: m. 4 


Obstruction L. K. 

The plan of laying will be studied by the Commander "Da Barbiano" Division with the criterion to 
make to begin the sinking of the obstruction beginning from Lampedusa employing the following units in 
order: Da Barbiano - Cadorna - DD Section - TB Section in way to make to act the torpedo boats in the 
zone that can be with great facility lay a trap for the enemy. 

The arms will be collected at Augusta. 

It will be executed with the following manner: 
1st night: line L. K. -428 arms at an interval of m. 100 

Means of laying: Da Barbiano 146 arms WE 

Cadorna 118 arms WE 
Ist Sec. XII Sq. 108 arms WE 
[st Sec. Torp. 56 arms WE 

Regulation of depth: m. 4 

Execution: under the orders of the Marine High Command. 

In order to facilitate the operation M.M. Command in Sicily can decide, if necessary, the temporary 
ignition of the lights of Lampedusa and Lampione. 
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B - SECOND TIME 

Obstruction between C. Granitola - C. Saint Mark and Pantelleria 1,280 arms 

The arms will be collected at Trapani. 
1st night: line 1 AS - 400 arms at an interval of m. 100 

Means of laying: Scilla 

Beginning at the Extreme: S W 

Regulation of depth: m. 10 

line 1 AS bis - 240 arms at an interval m. 100 

Means of laying: Buccari 

Beginning at the Extreme : NE 

Regulation depth: m. 10 
2nd night: line 3 AN -400 arms at an interval m. 100 

Means of laying: Scilla 

Beginning at the Extreme: SW. 

Regulation depth: m. 4 

line 3 AN bis -240 arms to interval m. 100 

Means of laying: Buccari 

Beginning at the Extreme: NE 

Regulation of depths m. 4 

C - THIRD TIME 

Obstruction between Pantelleria and C. Rossello - 464 arms 
1st night: line 4 AN -464 arms at an interval of m. 100 

Means of laying: N. tr. Scilla - MS. Adriatic 

Regulation of depth: m. 4 

Such obstruction has eventual character and will be executed from an auxiliary minelayer with the 
surplus arms partially extended from obstructions 1 AN and 2 AN by the Torpedo boats, in case of lack of 
the Scilla. 


"8) Nocturnal Cruise of the torpedo boats 
- Beginning in the first night (suspended if the torpedo boats are employed as previewed in paragraph 
7) 
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- Unit to employ until to new order -2 Squadrons each night (to implement until contrary 
order from the Supermarina) 

Zone delimited from the meridians of Lampione and Porto Empedocle and from the parallels 
of Ras Mahmur and Lampione. 


"9) Ambushes of submarines 
a) In the first three days of the conflict will be arranged the following ambushes (initial 
alignment): 
3 ships in the limited zone: 
to North: parallel of Ras Mahmur 
to South: parallel of Lamppost 
to East: meridian of Pantelleria 
to the West: combining Ras Mahmur-Capo Africa 
1 ship combining on Pantelleria-Ras Mustafa. 
b) After three days will be arranged the following ambushes (normal formation) in the below 
indicated zone: 
to North: parallel of Ras Mahmur 
to South: parallel of Lamppost 
2 units to East: meridian of Pantelleria 
to the West: combining Ras - Mahmur-Capo Africa 


"10) Line of irregular vigilance of the MAS (nocturnal) 
a) Between Cape Granitola and Pantelleria, with external routes to the obstructions and 
particular care to the free steps from obstructions of mines; 
b) on the meridian of Pantelleria between Pantelleria and the parallel of Ras Mahmur; 
c) of principle to alternate periods of motion and periods of listening to hydrophones. 


"11) Exploration and aerial vigilance 
a) R.25 - every day Recognition: Tripoli-Lampedusa-Port Empedocle-Stagnoni; 
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b) 26 R. - every day Recognition: Zone comprised between Malta-Pantelleria-Ras Mahmur- 
Lampedusa; 

c) R.27 - Every day recognition: Stagnoni-Pantelleria-Capo Africa-Tripoli; 

d) S.31 - Eventual recognition: Exploration on Biserta; 

e) S.32 - Eventual recognition: Exploration on Malta. 


"12) Service of vigilance in the Strait of Messina 
To put into effect the service of acknowledgment and pilotage (see circular.......). 
To maintain to a service of vigilance and safety of the two approaches of Strait. 


"13) Execution 

a) the operations and the services of which in paragraphs 7), 8), 9), 10), 11), 12) they are to 
begun on the reception of the telegram: 

" Dyne three executive day... hours... stop ". 

b) In case it was decided to delay putting into effect the device of the Channel, or not 
executing the obstructions of mines, the telegram would have the following form: 

"Dyne three executive semicolon mines negative stop ". 


"14) Notification to the foreign Governments and warning to sailors for the obstructions of mines 
The High Naval Command to provide for making to emit the notification and the warnings 


of the case. 
The notification of dangerous waters could be made even if the execution of the obstructions 


has not happened. 


"15) Particular Orders 

a) The Marine Military Command in Sicily and the Command of the Division located at 
Augusta provides sin of hour to the compilation and they send copy to the High Naval Command. 

The distribution is made of principle with the system of the double envelope to open on the 
order, with the exception for the authorities that 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


must compile just a particular order of operation, for which the opening order is given at 
once. The particular order that they will be emanated from these authorities they will be 
distributed to the ships employed in sealed envelope to be opened upon the order. 

b) the Command of the Division located at Augusta predisposes the particular orders for the 
obstruction L. K., to distribute at the opportune moment to the commanders of the designated 
ships; said copy particular orders is sent surely the to the High Naval Command and to Messina 
Naval. 

The CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
Cavagnari 


31) THE OPERATIONS ORDER OF THE M.M. COMMAND OF SICILY 


Of all the peripheral commandos, that one of Sicily was the only one to having to supply at 
the same time to placed defensives obstructions as well as offensives, while it put in action all the 
device of the Channel of Sicily. 

We give reassessment of the complex a its particular order of operation, for putting down of 
the obstructions, emanated on date 26 May 1940 (evidently the Command was already to 
acquaintance of the dispositions of the DG/10/A-1 also being, the last edition of this, dated 30 
May): 

- Commands addressed: Aviation. R.M. of the Sicily 

First and second Torpedo boats flotilla (squadron Circe, Partenope, Altair and Airone) - 
Second flotilla MAS - Fifth Torpedo boats squadron (Schiaffino) - Minelayers Scilla, Buccari, 
Adriatico, Brioni. 

- Timely deployment of the destined ships for laying, in the previewed headquarters, and 
immediate effectuation of the complete load of the arms. 

- Precedence of the relative services to the execution of the plans of putting down on all their 
other services reducing opportunely, to the occurrence, the number of ships destined to cruise for 
the nocturnal vigilance. 

- Rigorous cure of the exactitude of the positions of the obstructions in compliance with the 
plans of rests, particularly for 
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those defensives, previewed of principle on alignments or surveys of conspicuous points of 
the coast. 

- Effectuation of the offensives obstructions always at night. 

- Execution of laying from part of torpedo boats, always by sections (two ships); from 
minelayers part, always with single ships, of principle escorted from two torpedo boats. 

- Maneuvers in case of encounter with enemy units, during the movements and putting it 
down, from part of the minelayers and the ships of escort. 

- Effectuation of the defensives obstructions by day, at first light. 

- Case of jamming of the arms (lessening of speed and advancing to maintain however the 
lines of mines within the prescribed geographic limits). 

- Method for the laying down of the offensives obstructions. Routes of return, for the 
minelayers and those of the escort. 

- Continuous aerial explorations to search of eventual emerged mines. 

- Cooperation of the MAS for the vigilance. 

- r.t. communications and beacons of acknowledgment. 


32) PLANS OF PUT DOWN OF THE OBSTRUCTION 


The mines destined to the obstructions of competence of M.M. Command of the Sicily were 
distributed between the bases of Augusta and Trapani. For each of them it had been completely 
compiled "work of laying", everyone of which specified: 

- The times of beginning of placed: first, or second, etc., day or night of war, first, second, 
third time, etc. 

- The zones (countersigned with letters) in which the waters of jurisdiction of each town had 
been uniform relatively to placeing of obstructions (as an example, for Augusta the zones were 
Augusta, Capo Passero and Gela). 

- the distances of each zone from the town. 
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- Characteristics of every obstruction, that is progressive number (for each zone) and 
indication AN for anti-ship obstructions and AS for antisubmarine obstructions. 

- Symbols for the destined arms to every obstruction, consisting in geometric figures of 
various colors. These symbols had to serve, and effectively they served often, to characterize 
obstructions which the drifting mine belonged so that they could be retrieved. 

- Number and type of the arms. 

- Number for immersion (nearly always m. 4 for AN and m. 10 for AS. 

- Distance between the arms. 

- Minimums depth and maximums length of every obstruction. 

- Depots or warehouses give which the arms had to be collected. 

- Ships used for placement. 

- Times employed for the single ships or the groups for adding the placement of the 
obstruction and carrying out the entire rest. 

The relative data to these last two elements were repeated considering three hypotheses: war 
against England and France (totalitarian) - war against France -; war against England. For the 
obstructions to carry out with departure from Trapani the hypothesis was considered also that at 
the beginning of the operations could not be arranged of the ship-ferry Scilla, in case was 
engaged in other requirements. Its participation had a considerable importance in as much, as we 
have seen in chapter I, could embark up to 400 mines. 


33) EXAMPLE OF PLAN OF PUTTING DOWN (TRAPANI) 

Reproduction the plan of rests compiled for the town of Trapani, without bring back entirely 
the relative data to the hypothesis of absence of the ferry Scilla, since it could participate in all 
operations. 
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TOWN OF TRAPANI - THE WORK OF LAYING DEFENSIVE AND OFFENSIVE 


TIMES 
Succession of the 
operations of putting it 
down (1)(5) 


Distance 
of the 
zone 

miles(6) 


1st Day of the War 





Ist night of the war 


2nd day of the war 


2nd night of the war 


a tempo defensive 
obstructions 


1st Day 


3rd Tempo defensive 
obstructions 


Ist day 


2nd Tempo Offensive 
obstructions 


OBSTRUCTIONS OF MINES 


N. of the Type of arm 


arms (3) 
WE 145/1930 
WE 145/1930 
Bollo 125/1933 
WE 145/1930 
Bollo 125-1933 


Characteristic of the 
obstruction (2) 


2 AS 

2 AN 

1 AN 

1 AS 

3 AS 

3 AN 

4 AS 

5 AS 

1 AN 
1 AN bis 

2 AN 

1 AS 

2 AS 

2 AN 
2 AN bis 


Bollo 125/1933 
WE 145/1925 


Bollo 1925/1923 


Ist night 95 400b 
64 


(1) the order of execution of the defensives obstructions will be able to endure some modification of detail at the moment of the 
execution in relation to the relative position of the obstructions in the single zones 
(2) the double symbol indicates the defensive obstruction. 

(3) the figures with the letters (a) and (b) refer to the arms to rest in the eventual case initially lacked N. tr. Squill. That (a) makes part 
of the 400 arms with line 2AN that in normal case would be put down in 2nd the night of war. That (b) is the arms that remain from 
obstruction 1AN and 2AN employing initially the torpedo boats instead of the Squill. 
(4) the time being necessary to the putting into the sea have been calculated supposing the mines already boarded on the ships the 


marked values are of gross approximation. 


immersio 
n depth 
m. 


Distance 
between the 
arms m. 


TT 


(5) Ist time, 2nd time. 3rd time of the defensives obstructions: to intend to be executed respective within first 4 - 8 -12 war days. 
(6) the distances have only value of gross principle. 


Depth 
minimums 
and 
maximums 
along the 
obstruction 
300-450 
190-300 
140-380 
250-320 
90-100 
100-280 
100-180 
90-100 


115-54 


RB 
re 
a 
a 


140-75 


230-370 


100-300 


140-75 


134-147 


200-230 


60-150 


30-20 


50-90 


130-300 


130-150 


80-150 


110-180 


90-140 


204-92 


141-189 


286-150 


236-130 


130-247 





England 


TIMES Warehouse 
Succession of the 
operations of 
putting it down 


1st Day of the War fete cal 


all 


Ist night 
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totalitarian Hypothesis 


In sea after 


Ship used 
for Laying 











Hypothesis against France 


In sea after 


Ship used 
for putting 
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Hypothesis against 


In sea after 


Ship used 
for putting 
down 
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CHAPTER VI 
CHANNEL OF SICILY 
OFFENSIVES OBSTRUCTIONS 
JUNE - JULY 1940 


34 - The obstruction LK between Lampedusa and Kerkenah 
35 - Work of putting down of obstruction LK 

36 - Laying of obstruction LK 

37 - Removal of obstruction LK 

38 - Obstructions between Sicily and Pantelleria 
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34) OBSTRUCTION LK BETWEEN LAMPEDUSA and KERKENAH. (DIRECTIVES) 

(See Chart n.12, page 140) 

For the obstruction between Lampedusa and Kerkenah the General Staff of Navy, on date 31 
May 1940, with dispatch n. 113 directed the Commander of the 4th Division (CL Da Barbiano, at 
Augusta), and modification of as much as had been established in paragraph 7) of D G/10/A-1 
(sees paragraph 31) specified: 

"... the obstruction LK between Lampedusa and Kerkenah is to be executed by the following 
ships: 

CL Da Barbiano and Cadorna 

2 DD of the 12th squadron 

2 TB of the flotilla located at Porto Empedocle 

"The number of the arms to sink is the following: 


Da Barbiano n.146 WE 
2 DD n. 118 WE 
2TB n. 56 WE 


The sections of the obstruction beginning from Lampedusa is assigned to the following units 
in order: 
Da Barbiano - Cadorna - DD Section - Torpedo Boats Section 
"The Marine Military Command of the Sicily supplies at once to locate to Augusta the two 
designated torpedo boats to operate under the command of the 4th Division. 
"At the end of the mission the aforesaid torpedo boats will have to return Porto Empedocle. 
VICE ADMIRAL 
Undersecretary of the General Staff 
O. Somigli 
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Transcribe now the particular order of operation (n. 2 dated 2 June 1940) for the Commander 
of the 4th Division: 


" 


Ships that participate: 

Da Barbiano (C.V. Adzes) 

Cadorna (C. v. Polacchini) 

DD Section 

TB Section 

"Particular Dispositions: 

1) the ships destined to lay obstruction LK (Lampedusa-Kerkenah) is those hereby 
addressed. The arms therefore will be distributed: 

Da Barbiano: 146 arms Wickers Elia 

Cadorna: 118 arms Wickers Elia 

DD Section: 54 arms Wickers Elia for each DD 

TB. Section: 28 arms Wickers Elia for each TB. 

2) The mines will be boarded at Augusta by the order of this Command; cruisers in 
roadstead; DD and TB at Punta Cugno. 

3) The departure from Augusta and navigation will be regulated from this Division 
Command so as to arrive an hour after sunset in the point miles 30 by 265° from the beacon of 
Cape Scalambri; torpedo boats in escort drawn close (DD on the left, TB on the right) until half 
hour after sunset. Arrival at such point the Division will assume the speed of 26 knots and will 
turn in order to pass to the east of Linosa and 1 mile to the West of Lampedusa with formation of 
line of only row (Da Barbiano, Cadorna, Torpedo Boats and DD) for nocturnal navigation. For 
the departure, diurnal and nocturnal navigation, for detail see norms of this Division Command. 

"4) Laying down of the obstruction will be made subsequently and independently from the 
several groups as they arrive at the East end of the sections indicated in the attached diagram: 
laying will be made with route 233° and speed 16 knots. Finished the discharge of their own 
mines, each group will turn for route 133° covering 
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covering on such route 10 miles. After that units will turn for a route 158° regulating speed 
so as to arrive at 03:04 hours at the points marked in the diagram, from where they will head for 
the point of meeting of 04:40 hours (at 86 miles for 339° from Tripoli). In case the visibility 
conditions were so reduced from advise a speed reduction, this will come reduced to 20 knots and 
will come communicated the new point of meeting and the hour 

"5) At the meeting the torpedo boats will assume the position of close escort (DD on the left, 
Torpedo boats on the right). 

On basis to the news on the opposing forces it will come established if to direct for Tripoli or 
to return to the base; in according to case the torpedo boats they will receive possibly maneuver 
freedom in order to return to Porto Empedocle. 

" 6) In case units were forced to diminish of speed during the distance for approaching on 
the obstruction will give communication with RDS to all. It will not make some beacon of 
lessening with lamps of approached. It will be made therefore to expire exiting from formation. If 
it dictates ship it is a DD or a TB will exit of formation all the section. The units that follow will 
lock at once the distances on the head of the formation. 


"Dispositions of competence of Marina Messina 

"7) The torpedo boats of vigilance in the zone to North of Lampedusa will be maintained, 
during the night from day X to the day X+ 1, combining NW of Lampione-Licata. The seaplanes 
of the R. Marina at the disposition of the Naval Forces will have to execute: 

a) antisubmarine escort from an hour before the sortie of the Division until the sunset of day 
X; 

b) recognition of the Channel of Malta and the zone comprised between Capes Scalambri, 
Lampedusa, Kerkenah (previewed from the DG/10/A-1) from the 15:00 to 20:00 of day X. 


"Dispositions of competence of High Naval Command 
" 8) A squadron of national fighter aircrafts will find in flight to great height in the sky of the 
formation evening of day X from two hours before the sunset until the sunset. 
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"Naval Escort in diurnal hours 

"9) If, on basis of the news via the presence of enemy naval units at Malta or at sea, the 
opportunity were recognized to supply a naval escort of the minelayer dispatched, according to 
how much previewed by the S. M. S., this Division Command will make timely agreements with 
the Commander of the ships destined to supply such escort. 


"General Dispositions 

"10) Point of meeting at 04:40 of the day X+ 1: 86 miles for 339° from Tripoli 

"11) The cruisers will have aboard an aircraft on the catapult. The morning of day X + 1 it 
must be ready to launce a half hour before rising of sun. 

"12) With mines aboard, in case of encounter with enemy units during the day, the units is 
kept ready to execute fog curtains holding present that goal of the mission is puts down of the 
obstruction; in case of nocturnal encounter to signal for RDS to the Division Commander the 
sighting and to avoid the contact in any case not taking the initiative of the action. 

"13 In case of a submarine sighting will give to hunting only the most external torpedo boat 
from the side of the sighting, follow the directives of principle of the Division Commander. 

"14) Beacons of acknowledgment: those previewed from S.M.5 S. 

"15) Acknowledgment of national airplane: to follow S.M.6 S. 

"16) The two units will have white bands painted on the prow, for madiere, of two meters of 
height; before to the height of the winches, with an interval between the strips of two meters. 


ADMIRAL 
COMMANDER 
Alberto Marenco di Moriondo 
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35) WORK OF LAYING OF THE OBSTRUCTION LK 
To this operations order makes to follow the " plan of rests " that it was attached to the same 
operations order. 


WORK OF LAYING DOWN OF THE OBSTRUCTION 


"1) The obstruction assigned to the Division is indicated in detail in the diagram. It is 
constituted from four parallel segments AA’, BB', CC’, DD’, oriented by 233° and its eastern ends 
A, B, C, D, are found aligned on the course 223° true. 

The segments have the following length and are assigned to the listed ships of the Division 
below: 

Segment AA' - length m. 14500 (146 mines) - Da Barbiano 

Segment BB' - length m. 11700 (118 mines) - Cadorna 

Segment CC' - length m. 10700 (108 mines) - DD Section 

Segment DD' - length m. 5600 (56 mines) - TB Section 

"2) The Division will remain united until Lampedusa island; approximately 10 minutes 
before transverse of the western cape the Barbiano it will make beacon LM to the units. 

TA such beacon, executive to the reception: 

- Barbiano and Cadorna will reduce at once to 16 knots (in four minutes). 

- Torpedo Boats and DD, for countermarch, will approach quickly on the left remaining with 
the cruisers and maintaining the speed of 26 knots; they will resume Pv 223° as soon as increased 
and will direct for the points of beginning of the obstruction. 

- When from the torpedo boats remain the Cadorna will remain in its turn the Barbiano 
passing on the left returning to 26 knots (in four minutes) and will direct for the point of 
beginning of the obstruction. The Barbiano will remain at 16 knots. 

"3) The obstruction therefore will be executed: 

a) Barbiano: 

At the beacon L M, executive at once, it will reduce to 16 knots (in four minutes) 
maintaining Pv 223°. 
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After covered 5 miles of transverse from Capo Ponente (the point A) will approach for Pv 
233° and will begin put down of the mines. 

Completing the obstruction, you will approach for Pv 133°, you will cover on such route 10 
miles and therefore it will assume Pv 158° regulating the speed so as to reach the point 
established at 03:40. 

b) Cadorna: 

At the beacon LM, at once executive, you will reduce to 16 knots (in four minutes) and when 
joined by the torpedo boats it will resume 26 knots (in four minutes) for moving on the point of 
beginning of the obstruction (point B). 

Two miles and means before reaching the point B will reduce to 16 knots and arrive at point 
B (19.5 miles from the transverse of Capo Ponente) will approach for Pv 233° and will begin 
putting down the mines. 

Completing obstruction it will approach for Pv 133°, will cover on such route 10 miles and 
therefore it will assume Pv 158° regulating the speed so as to arrive at the point established at 
03:40. 

c) DD Section: 

At the beacon LM, executive at once, the DD section will follow for; countermarch the TB 
Section, maintaining the speed of 26 knots. 

At two miles and half from point C the Section will diminish speed (in four minutes) putting 
to 16 knots, and the second unit of the section will be carried to m 300 from the Capo Sezione 
noticing it at 40° "on the left of your own bow. When the Section arrives at point C (miles 32 
from transverse of Capo Ponente) the two ships will approach one at a time for route 233° and 
begin with the other sinking of the mines as saying in successive paragraph 5). 

d) Torpedo boats: 

At the beacon LM, executive at once, the torpedo boats will approach and they will be 
regulated as said in paragraph 2). 

At two miles and half from point D the Section will reduce to 16 knots (in four minutes) and 
it will be offered as saying for the DD Section in the previous codicil. 

The Section, arriving on the point D (miles 43 from transverse of Capo Ponente) will 
approach one at a time for route 233° and will begin putting down it's mines. 
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"4) Each group will carry out putting down of the mines at a speed of 16 knots. The arms 
will be regulated for the depth of 4 m. and will be launch in sea at an interval of 12 seconds one 
from the other, so as to turn out on a same line at 100 m. of distance between them. 

"5) During the putting down of the mines, the ships of each torpedo boat section will turn out 
disposed on a survey line, the sectional unit finding the division leader 50° from the bow on the 
left. It rests of the mines will be begun from the division leader torpedo boat, that it will throw 
into the sea at 12 second of interval its mines. When such torpedo boat throws in sea the last 
torpedo, ignites the fixed blue trap, turned towards the section, which, passed 25 seconds, it will 
begin the sinking of their own mines. Putting to sea the last one, the section will give to warning 
to division leader with the beacon O (Omega) made with the blue trap. At this beacon the division 
leader will approach of 100° on the left, pv 133°, and covered 10 miles on such route will assume 
pv 158° regulating the speed so as to arrive at the point established at 03:40. 

"6) If during navigation had to lack a ship, or section torpedo boats, would come to lack a 
draft the obstructions; in such case, given the different length of the obstructions, the beginning 
points will turn out moved to the following devious distance from of Capo Ponente, and the 
sections will be executed: 


All the units or 
lack Barbiano Lack a TB Lack a DD Lack the Cadorna 


OC) 
a em Ta 


OS 
OL 





The ship, or TB section, that it has diminished of speed, will execute the specified section A 


from the table. 
"7) In case of jamming of the arms units will adjust it as follows: 
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Torpedo boat Section: 

a) If there is a jam of the mines of the Section Leader ship, these will give warning to the 
second unit with the ignition of the fixed blue trap, that is like if it had completed the discharge of 
its mines; the second unit will begin then at once the discharge of its arms. At the beacon O 
(Omega) made from the second unit the Section Leader will resume putting down of its own 
mines. Finished the sinking he will have but to wait for to approach, so as to sure being that the 
second unit has dropped his mines. 

b) If there is a jam of the mines of the second unit, this will reduce at once the speed to 6 
knots, giving warning to the Section Leader with the beacon " R" made with blue trap and will 
resume the discharge of the mines as soon as possible. In case but it was removed more than two 
miles from the point where it is be suspended the sinking of the arms, rinunziera to laying of the 
remaining mines. 

Cruisers: 

In case of jamming of the mines the cruiser will reduce the speed to 6 knots and will resume 
the discharge of the arms as soon as possible. In case it was removed more than two miles from 
the point where it has been suspended the sinking, it will replace to 16 knots, it will catch up the 
end of the obstruction segment entrusted to them and will invert the route on the left, throwing the 
remaining mines on a line parallel the first and moved of 1000 meters towards SE. 

"8) In case of encounter with the enemy during laying down of the obstruction the attacked 
ship will accelerate the operation of laying throwing at once the remaining mines into sea and it 
will be maneuvered opportunely for the combat. The other units will interfere with the action and 
will not continue the extended of their segment of obstruction. 


36) PUT DOWN OF THE OBSTRUCTION LK (See chart n. 12) 

According to the instructions emanated from Supermarina with dispatch 222 of 5 June 
directed to Admirals Marenco and Barone putting down of the obstruction LK would have had to 
happen in the night 
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8-9 June 1940, but was then sent back at the last moment, of 24 hours. The ships were 


already sorting from Augusta and were made to return; and they definitively sortied the afternoon 
of the 9th in the group constituted therefore: 


CL Da Barbiano (C. V Adzes) - flagship ship 

CL Cadorna (C. V. Polacchini) 

DD Lanciere (C. V. D' Arienzo) 

DD Corazziere (C. F. Avegno) 

TB Polluce (T. V. Bettica) 

TB Calipso (T. V. Zambardi). 

We transcribe the report of Admiral Marenco di Moriondo, n. 71 S.R.P. in dated 13 June 


1940: 


"Reference D.G./10/A-1 of the Supermarina and particular order of operation n. 2 in dated 2 


June 1940 at 12:00 hours of this Division Command. 


"Date and port of departure: 

Augusta 9 June 1940 - 16.00 hours 

"Date and port of arrival: 

Augusta -10 June 1940 - 16.00 hours 

"Goal of the mission: 

He puts down of the offensive obstruction L K. 

"Chronological exhibit: 

-16:45: Barbiano and Cadorna cross the bar preceded by 3000 meters from Lanciere and 


Corazziere. Speed 26 knots. Coastal routes of safety. Antisubmarine aerial escort of 2 Cant Z of 
Augusta Idrocoma . 


-17:50: Polluce and Calipso sortie from Augusta for joining the formation. 
19:30: The safety routes let; Lanciere and Corazziere take the rear to the cruisers - 


antisubmarine aerial escort Stops. 


-20:30: I comes near to Pv 222° - [ head for Lampedusa. 
-00:03: Freedom of maneuver for the execution of the obstructions is given. 
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-01:03/01:39: Barbiano puts down the section of the obstruction assigned. 

-01:25/01:49: Cadorna puts down the section of the obstruction assigned. 

-01:25/01:37: Polluce and Calipso put down the section of the obstruction assigned. 

-01:49/02:12: Lanciere and Corazziere put down the section of assigned the obstruction 
assigned. 

-04:20: The units are sighted mutual and the rejoining is begun. 

-04:42: It is course is assumed for return to Augusta; speed 25 knots; torpedo boats in close 
escort. 

-12,25: Navigation is begun on the coastal routes of safety of Sicily with antisubmarine 
escort of 2 Cant Z from Idrocoma Augusta. Torpedo boats forward to the cruisers, DD of astern. 

-15,45: The units cross the bar of Augusta. 


"Obstructions: 
Section A - Polluce and Calipso 
Mines n.56 


Section B - Barbiano 
Mines n. 146 


Section C - Cadorna 
Mines n. 118 


Section D - Lanciere and Corazziere 
Mines n. 108 


beginning lat. 35° 27' 30" 

long. 12° 27' 
ending lat. 35° 25' 30" 

long. 12° 23' 
beginning lat. 35° 22' 

long. 12° 19' 
ending lat. 35° 17' 

long. 12° 10' 20" 
beginning lat. 35° 12' 

long. 12° 07' 
ending lat. 35° 08' 

long. 12° 00' 
beginning lat. 35° 03' 

long. 11° 57' 40" 
ending lat. 34° 59' 

long. 11° 51' 40" 
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"Sightings: 

They have been sighted from the Cadorna and from the Lanciere of the ships, with lamps 
ignited, at once after putting down of the obstruction. 

The Polluce has sighted three or four small hulls darkened, that they executed signaling with 
blue lights, soon after put down it of the obstruction; it is from beleive that the sight with the 
torpedo boats has been mutual. 

At 10:15 a four-motor French commercial seaplane with route of origin from Malta directed 
to the west 

"Communications 

-R.T.: it has not been made any signal. 

- RDS: it has been carried out the single tuning at 17:30 in port and transmitted to number to 
the Polluce. 

Wave the 107 or other very close (108) has turned out is employed also by French ships. 

" Observations and proposals: 

The mission has had to regulate development. 

Personnel and material have totally answered to the forecasts; not he has been to complain 
the inconvenient minimum, except a jam verifications on the Barbiano to the guide rail of 
starboard, in proximity of the stern exchange, and that it has been opportunely overcome. 

Section A has been completed from the Torpedo boats Section, as previewed from codicil 6) 
of the plan of putting down of the obstruction, having the TB Calipso due to delay of an hour and 
means the sortie in order to provide to the straightening of a throw out of the mines damaged at 
the moment of the departure, from one naphta lighter. 

ADMIRAL 
COMMANDER 
Alberto Marenco di Moriondo 


37) REMOVAL OF OBSTRUCTION LK 
This obstruction had been studied with particular reference to possible offenses in waters of 
Tripolitania from part coming from French ships from Tunisia. The hostilities stopped with 
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France, its importance came practically to nothing and after some time it quite constituted a 
hindrance to our traffic with Tripoli. At the end of the year 1940 Supermarina decided the 
removal. 

An operation of the sort made part of the so-called dredging " of height " and demanded 
therefore minesweeper unit of very large tonnage regarding that they made service continuous of 
coastal dredging. Two squadrons of minesweeper under the commando of the C. C. Buscaglia 
were destined; the ships had been located to Lampedusa from which the zone of the obstruction 
being distant more than 20 miles. The night's passing near the Kerkenah islands, in order to 
reduce the times of transfer, was possible only with decidedly good time, that is much very rarely 
in the winter season. For more in that zone there was an other unfavorable circumstance to the 
rapidity of the operations, and that is that also during the good "imbatto" season the same one of 
good time, from 10:00 of the morning until the sunset, raised sea that rendered the work of the 
minesweeper difficult. 

In truth, in spite of the most skillful action of command of C. C. Buscaglia that was one of 
the more competent in that kind of job, the every day number of mines that was succeeded to 
dredge in the more fruitful days never did not exceed that of seven. 

In March 1941, to complicate the situation mainly, the necessity joined to proceed also to the 
removal of obstructions 4AN and 5AN bis between Pantelleria and Tunisia (of which will deal in 
the following chapters) whose positions was hampering the traffic between Marettimo and Ras el 
Mustafa. The minesweeper between the two zones had therefore to be subdivided, and finally in 
order to facilitate this second operation the dredging of L K. Only in the November of 1941 it had 
to be suspended for some weeks finally was completed, and after an opportune control with 
dredging in course executed from torpedo boats, the zone was declared free. 


38) OBSTRUCTIONS BETWEEN SICILY and PANTELLERIA (see chart n. 11, pages 
138/139) 
With the same dispatch n. 222 of 5 June 1940 that we have cited dealing of rests of the 
obstruction LK Supermarina arranged that the putting down of the obstructions of the device of 
the Channel 
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of Sicily at the beginning of hostilities not still had been declared but it was carried out with 
all the cautions of the time of war (darkening, etc.). 

Referring then to document DG/10/A-1 that we have brought back in the previous chapter, 
dispatch n. 222 continued with the following instructions: 

"The ships Scilla and Buccari, each escorted by a torpedo boat for close protection, will 
execute the putting down of the obstructions of first time in the night between 8 and 9 June and in 
the night between 9 and 10 June. 

"In the case of encounter of non national ships of war, the ships that will be thought sure 
characterized in the type of the mission will suspend the same mission and will return to port. 

In such case the interrupted line of the obstruction will be completed in the following night 
by means of torpedo boats 

"In the nights above said will not be executed the other operations of ships of surface and 
underwater previewed from the D.G./10/A-1 document and the document Di Na 1. 

"The damaged dispositions to part for the aerial vigilance 

"Insure telegraph as soon as received the current dispatch. 

by order of 

VICE ADMIRAL 

UNDERSECRETARY OF THE GENERAL STAFF 
O. Somigli 


The operations of laying down of the offensives obstructions in the Channel of Sicily had 
effective beginning in the afternoon of 8 June 1940 with the sortie from Trapani of the minelayer 
Scilla (C. F. Menini) and Buccari (T. V. Nocca) escorted respectively by the TB Altair (C. F. Del 
Cima) and Alcione (T. v. Folli). 

During the night they put down obstruction 1AN by the Scilla and obstruction 1AN bis by 
the Buccari, according to the modalities established for the operations order of Marina Messina 
that we have transcribed. 

In the successive night with the same units obstructions 2AN and 2AN bis were put down. 
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The ships still sortied the evening of the 10th for putting down of obstructions 1AS and 1AS 
bis but did not execute it because of difficulty met in the exact determination of the positions. The 
laying was executed in the night on 12 June. 

All placing of them were carried out regularly. As an example we reprint the report of the 
Scilla that is only for all and the four sorties 

"'R. MINELAYER SCILLA 

Trapani, 15 June 1940 

Prot. N. 44S 

To the M.M. Command in Sicily - Messina 
and, for acquaintance 
To the M.M. Field Command - Trapani 
To the Commander Torpedo boats Flotilla 
R.T. Altair 
SUBJECT - Obstruction 1 AN -2 AN -2 AS 
"Reference operations orders n. 2 -4 -8 of the M.M. Field Command of Trapani. 
DAY OF 8 - 9 JUNE 1940 

"18:00 Hours departure from Trapani with the escort of R. T. Altair. The routes of safety as 
from diagram of the M.M. Command of the Sicily are covered, in the following formation in row 
line: Scilla-Altair at m. 300 astern. Speed 14 mph. 

At sunset R. T. Altair takes position at head to the formation at a distance of 200 meters. 

From point B 1 one heads with Rv 201° for waters of Pantelleria. From 23:30 hours, 
determined the position with surveys of the light of Cape Spadillo and Punta S. Leonardo, reaches 
with varied routes the point pre-established for the beginning of the put down. 

At 23:40 the speed of 12 mph is diminished. At 00:15, on the agreed beacon of the Altair, 
obstruction 1 AN is begun that finishes at 02:12. 400 Elia mines are put down at intervals of 100 
m., rhythm of 16 second. 
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ends of such obstruction turn out respective at 

lat. 37°02' N - long. 12°01.2'E 

lat. 37°24.5' N - long. 12°07.8' E 

The operations of laying have been carried out in satisfactory way but some jams of short 
duration on the throw outs, that did not rendered interruption necessary. The speed of 14 mph is 
resumed. 

At 02:15 in the same formation and with Rv 346° one heads for the field, apex point A 3. 
Following the safety routes returns to port at 06:5. 

DAY 9 -10 JUNE 

"18:00 Hours departure from Trapani with escort of R. T. Altair. Following the safety routes 
as from diagram of the M.M. Command of the Sicily in formation in row line: Scilla-Altair at 300 
m. astern. Speed 14 mph. 

At sunset the Altair takes position at the head to the formation at a distance of 200 meters. At 
20:10 the Buccari group is surpassed. At 20:54 in waters of Cape Granitola with Rv 214° one 
heads for Pantelleria. At 00:25, it determines the position with the lamp of Cape Spadillo and 
Punta S. Leonardo, arrives with Rv 304° the point pre-established for the beginning of the rests. 

At 00:30 the speed is put to 12 mph. At 00:40 Rv 28°. At 01:10 it is begun the putting down 
of obstruction 2 AN, that it finishes at 03:00. 400 Elia mines are put down at intervals of 100 m., 
rhythm 16 second. 

The ends of the obstruction turn out respective in 

lat. 36°59.5' N - long. 12°04.9'E 
lat. 37°18.1' N - long. 12°16.8'E 

The operations of rest have been carried out regularly, without worthy disadvantages of note. 
The speed per hour of 14 mph is resumed. At 03:35 Rv 118°. At 03:55 Rv 62°. At 05:30 Rv 356°. 

At 05:40 it is sighted on the left to the distance of 1.5 miles approximately a white boat 
capsized. 

At 06.00 the routes of safety from Cape Granitola are resumed and returned to port at 09:00. 
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DAY 10 -11 JUNE 

"18:00 Hours departure from Trapani with the escort of R. T. Airone. 

The safety routes are covered as from diagram of the M.M. Command of the Sicily in the 
formation in line of row Airone - Scilla, distance 800 m. Speed 14 mph. 

At 21:07 with Rv 217° one heads for Pantelleria. The beacon of Cape Granitola being 
extinguished as is the light of Cape Spadillo and Punta S. Leonardo, from 00:20 to 02:15 they 
made various route in awaiting the ignition. Not having been able to exactly determine the 
position for the lacked ignition the lights, at 02:15 Rv 36° is taken until to Cape Granitola and 
thereafter the safety routes are followed, returning to port at 08:30. 


DAY 11-12 JUNE 

"18:00 Hours sortied from port with the escort of the Torpedo boats Section Airone - Ariel, 
in the formation in line of row Airone - Scilla - Ariel. 

The safety routes are covered as from the diagram of the M.M. Command of the Sicily. 
Speed 14 mph. 

At 21:07 in waters of Cape Granitola Rv 217° one heads for Pantelleria. At 23:57 at the set 
down position and with various routes the S W end of the obstruction is reached. 

At 24:00 hours speed 12 mph. The two torpedo boats take position to sides of the Scilla. At 
00:25 obstruction 1 AS. is begun put down 400 modified Bollo mines, at intervals of 100 m., 
rhythm 16 second. The last is put down at 02:15. 

The ends of such obstruction turn out respective at 

lat. 36°55' N - long. 12°05.3' E 
lat. 37°10.7' N - long. 12°24.1'E 

During the operations of rests has perceived strong vibrations to the hull, due probably to 
underwater explosions. 

All the operations have been carried out with the maximum regularity and without jams on 
the rails. 

At 02:15 the speed of 14 mph is resumed and with Rv 36° heads for Cape Granitola. 
Formation in row line. 9 
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At 03:57 in waters of Cape Granitola continuing with the route of safety for Trapani and 
return to port at 07:30. 

All the various personnel has participated in the several operations with great enthusiasm 
and with perfect discipline, giving test of high spirit of sacrifice and deserving the most 
unconditioned praise. 

COMMANDER 
COMMANDER 
Mario Menini 

The previewed operations of the " first phase " from 10 D.G. A/1 was all completed; of 
"second phase" they had been only putting down obstructions 1 AS and 1 AS bis; lacking those 3 
AN and 3 AN bis whose rests endured a delay of twenty days, before for the preparation of the 
mines whose completion in the depot of Trapani demanded a shipment from Taranto, after which 
an accidental deficiency of trucks delayed the discharge of the arms from the lorry railway. On 20 
June the mines for the two aforesaid obstructions were ready, but arrived bad conditions of time 
and sea. The ship-ferry Scilla and the ML Buccari, destined to rest, had, as we have already said, 
large-capacity of cargo of mines, but they were not adapted to operations of rests in agitated sea. 

It rests of obstructions 3 AN and 3 AN bis were executed on the night 3-4 July 1940. 

The Scilla, escorted by the TB Altair (C. F. Del Cima) and Andromeda (T. V. Picchio) put 
down obstruction 3 AN composed of 400 mines, between Elia and Bollo. The Buccari, escorted 
from TB Alcione (T. V. Bonatti) and Aretusa (T. V. Castelli of Vinca) put down obstruction 3 AN 
bis composed of 240 Elia mines. Although the conditions of the sea were not still a lot improved 
the operation equally were completed and it carried out without no incident thanks to the ability 
and the resistance of the arms. 
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CHAPTER VII 
CHANNEL OF SICILY 
OFFENSIVES OBSTRUCTIONS 
AUGUST 1940 


39 - Obstructions between Pantelleria and Tunisia 
40 - Obstruction 7 A N — The Sinking of the English DD “Gallant”. 
41 - Obstructions 5 AN -5 AN bis -6 AN 6 AN bis 
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116 BLANK 
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39) THE OBSTRUCTIONS BETWEEN PANTELLERIA AND TUNISIA (sees 
map n. 11) 

With the laying of obstructions 3 AN and 3 AN bis it could be considered 
sufficiently crossed the passage between Pantelleria and Sicily; remained but still opened 
that one between Pantelleria and Tunisia. 

France while was exited from the conflict: with that the importance of obstruction 
LK that there were hurriedly laid at the beginning of hostilities with mostly anti-French 
objective in forecast of actions against Tripoli and against our traffic with Libya, was 
remarkably diminished, in that obstruction LK did not constitute any danger for the 
English ships that had to pass from one part to the other of the Mediterranean (have seen 
in fact that by its the removal was very soon arranged). 

But since the English ships continued to pass, urged to mine also the zone 
between Pantelleria and Tunisia. In fact since the 28 June 1940 Supermarina (dispach n. 
869) given to the Admiral of Messina had instructions for laying of the following 
obstructions: 

5 AN of 200 P 200 mines 

5 AN bis of 240 Elia " 

6 AN of = 200P 200“ 

6 AN bis of 240 Elia " 

7AN of 500 " P 200 
to carry out as soon as feasible, after those between Sicily. 

But such possibility was only taken place to first of August. In order to explain 
the length to us of the time passed between laying one from the other part of Pantelleria 
we must not only keep in mind that it was dealing with to prepare 1380 mines, but also 
the fact that in July 1940 consequently began to intensify the traffic with Libya and the 
employment of units of the Fleet for its protection. 
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In truth Supermarina it had assigned to the laying of the five obstructions the 
Scilla and the Buccari; the Admiral of Messina had invited to examine the convenience 
that the two units went first with nocturnal navigation to Pantelleria, withheld themselves 
during the day and executing the laying it the following night; but later on these decisions 
were changed: the Buccari, given its insufficient attitude to resist the sea, was excluded; 
for obstruction 7 AN, the longest and most distant from the bases, it was destined the Ae 
Division, that same one that had put down obstruction L K; for the other four they would 
have been assigned to DD of the Fleet and torpedo boats, with the N. tr. Scilla; besides, it 
means, their torpedo boat escort. 

Cruisers and Ct of the Fleet had therefore to take part: now, is from remembering 
that during the month of July 1940 the defense of the traffic with Libya engaged 
remarkably those units. Between 6 July and 1 August, besides to the small convoys only 
escorted by torpedo boats, was carried out for escort and protection of convoys much 
greater importance two long range operations that engaged the totality of our greater 
naval forces: one between the 6 and 9 July, and was the one that resulted in the battle of 
Punta Stilo; the other between 27 July and 1 August, the T.V.L. (transport -fast - slow) 
with a combination of three convoys of various speeds. Between the two aforesaid 
operations, two important convoys that they engaged some cruisers and you several DDs 
for escort at a distance, beyond the other units destined to the direct escort. 

With the August month, after the effort completed in the July in order to make to 
reach Libya more than thirty thousand tons than material of which there was absolute 
need, beyond to the men of troop (and the effort it was fortunate because all those that 
left arrived to destination) the traffic with Libya assumed a more regular course, in the 
sense that also being be carries out many transports with convoys and with isolates 
mercantile ships, these transports never did not demand numerous direct escort or escort 
at a distance that they engaged units of the Fleet. 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


It was given therefore run, as soon as it could - and here we remember that in the 
possibility the meteorological conditions and it is made lunar had a no negligible weight - to rests 
of the obstructions between Pantelleria and Tunisia, that it happened with the following 
Succession: 


6 August TAN Da Barbiano, Di Giussano, Pigafetta, Zeno 
9 August SAN Scilla 

9 August 5 AN bis 10" DD squadron 

10 August 6AN Scilla 

10 August 6 AN bis 10" DD squadron 


40) OBSTRUCTION 7 AN - SINKING Of ENGLISH DD "GALLANT" 

On 2 August 1940 Supemarina emanated the blanket order of operation that previewed 
the employment of the following units: 

For laying of the mines: 

Inc. Da Barbiano (A. D. Marenco di Moriondo-C. V. Azzi) 

Inc Di Giussano (C. V. Maroni Ponti) 

Ct Pigafetta (C. V. Melodia) 

Ct Malocello (C. F. Servadio Cortesi) 

Ct Zeno (C. F. Morra) 


- for the escort, solo in the diurnal hours of navigation: 

one squadron torpedo boats; 

seaplanes from r.m. designated from Messina Navy. 

Mines to embark had to be in all 486, therefore left again: 102 for each cruiser; 94 for 
each DD. 

The point of beginning of the obstruction could be moved according to the course of 
depth found on the ecometer, so that the depth of beginning did not exceed the 750 meters. 

The arms regulated for depth 4 m. Interval between weapons 100 m. 

During the mission it would have been timely specified the port of return, in order to 
reach which Admiral had the faculty 
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to choose if to pass to the west of Sicily or Capo Passero. 

The group exited from Augusta at 16:00 of 5 August without the Malocello, that during 
the preparation it had damage to the maneuver valves of one of the engines. 

The naval escort was constituted by the TB Cassiopea, Cigno, Pleiadi and Aldebaran. 
The Cassiopea head to the formation executed the sweeping of the coastal routes of safety. 

: At 20:30 torpedo boats they were left free and they returned to Augusta at 01:30 of the 
6". 

Until night two seaplanes from the r m. executed exploration and antisubmarine escort; a 
section of fighters of "Armera" executed the protecting aerial escort. 

At 01:43 of 6 August, controlled the position with the beacon of Pantelleria, the units 
assumed the formation previewed for laying, that it had beginning at 02:06 from part of the Zeno, 
which followed the Pigafetta, Di Giussano and for last Da Barbiano that completed the rests at 
04:12. From part of this last unit laying was not regulated because of jams that took place on the 
right side as well as on the left side; the ship had twice to stop the engines and then to proceed at 
reduced speed (6 knots) because not being more possible to make to fall the mines from the right 
side they had to be carried to the left the mines of the right making to pass for the connection that 
joined the slide rails of the two side from the part towards the bow. 

Two minutes before that Da Barbiano completed it laying were heard an explosion two 
or three meters of astern; it was be a matter sure of the premature detonation of an weapon for 
accidental causes. 

According to the orders of the Supermarina the DD each would have had to embark 94 
mines, but for necessity of space for the boarding and the handling they embarked 92. The 
remaining six were distributed between the two cruisers 

"Keep in mind - the Admiral in his report of the mission reported - than with similar load 
DD with the type seafaring can execute obstructions of mines only in particular calm water 
conditions because of the reduced stability”. 

The absence of the Malocello reduced the arms of the obstruction from 486 to 394; they 
remained some then effectively 393 after the accidental explosion of which we have said. 
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For the return to Augusta the Admiral chose the western route of Sicily, "in order to 
avoid that sights could make to suspect the position of the obstruction, since retracing from the 
same route of gone, simple they would resulted in guessing in order to establish their position”. 

The units assumed the line of row, in order to pass west of the executed obstruction, and 
the speed of 25 knots. At 06:45 the DD assumed the positions of close escort forward. 

Two times the speed had to be reduced because of to light damages to the Pigafetta and 
to the Zeno. 

The units arriving on the coastal routes, the DD assumed position of lateral escort on the 
left. 

At 19:10 units they feed the Strait of Messina and the DD they took place in tail to the 
formation. At 23:40 the group reached to Augusta. 

On 10 January 1941 the English DD Gallant sank. The English Admiralty recognized the 
sinking caused by a mine and from it specified the position two miles to North of the northern end 
of obstruction 7 AN. It can therefore be thought that the Gallant is ended on those mines. 


41) OBSTRUCTIONS SAN - 5 AN BIS - 6AN - 6 AN BIS 

The operations order for the obstructions 5 AN and 5 AN bis, 6 AN and 6 AN bis were 
emanated from Messina Navy 4 August 1940 for a day X to be specified telegraphically; it was 
directed to Navy Trapani, to the Commanders of the 10" DD squadron, the II TB Flotilla and the 
minelayer aux. Scilla. 

For this last prescription they were similar to those of the operations order of 26 May (see 
paragraph 32); for the 10" DD squadron was specified that the units had to operate keeping itself 
online of survey 50°, distance 150 m. and to begin laying from the tail unit. Speed of movement 
25 knots, for laying 12 knots. 

The morning of 8 August 1940 Supermarina ordered the 10" Squadron, that is DDs 
Maestrale (C. V. Garofalo), Grecale (C. F. Cacace), Libeccio (C. F. Simola), Scirocco (C. F. 
Gatteschi), it was than found at Palermo, immediately to Trapani; to Navy Trapani to make to 
embark the mines on the Scilla and to prepare those for the DDs, being made to execute laying 
the same night. 
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At 17:00 the TB Sagittario (C. F. Del Cima) and Antares (T. V. Senese) with the Scilla 
exited. 

At 17:40 the four DDs exited. 

The operations were carried out regularly and the units returned to Trapani between the 
11:00 and noon of 9 August. 

The DDs and the Scilla embarked at once the already ready mines for laying of 
obstructions 6 AN and 6 AN bis and resumed the sea in the afternoon. The Scilla was escorted 
from the same torpedo boats Sagittario and Antares. 

Also the laying of two obstructions 6 AN and 6 AN bis which was carried out regularly, 
but the explosion of a mine that had been launch from the Maestrale. 

In both missions, for the exact determination of the positions, the units used, beyond that 
of the beacon of Pantelleria, also of those of Cape Bon and Kelibia, of whose ignition, in care of 
the French Command of Biserta, was interested by Supermarina the C.I.A.F. (Italian Commission 
armistice France). 

The 10" DD squadron returned to Palermo, in order then to rejoin itself with its Fleet. 
The Torpedo boats and the Scilla re-entered to Trapani; the Scilla then was sent to Messina for 
being decommissioned and being given back to the ferry service. 

Obstruction 5 AN bis was removed in 1941(see appendix in Chapter XI). 
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CHAPTER VIII 
MALTA 
SEPTEMBER 1940 


42- Obstruction M 1 & M2 
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42) THE FIRST OFFENSIVES OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE WATERS OF MALTA 

The strategic situation in the comparisons of Malta is dealt with principally in Volumes 
IV (the naval actions) and VI (the defense of the traffic with the North Africa) and here we will 
limit ourselves to a brief summary. 

At the beginning of hostilities Malta did not constitute for us a serious element of worry; 
we knew that much it was little fortified. English navy had probably overestimated our ability to 
offense against the island, especially from part of the Air Force. 

Admiral Cunningham in hid "A sailor’s Odyssey", referring exactly to the period 
immediately previous to our entrance into the war, writes: 

"I was taken care for the safety of Malta. It did not have fighter aircrafts, neither still had 
arrived the antiaircraft defense to suit. I was doubtful on the way with which the island endure the 
bombing with the possibilities of launch of parachutists and other visits from the air. Malta was 
less than one hundred kilometers from the Sicily... ". 

And referring little less than a month after our entrance into the war he still wrote: 

"Thad taken much care for the situation of Malta, where it was already manifesting 
supply shortage, if not quite the danger to die of hunger...". 

But English Navy was then a very engaged in the protection of Alexandria, while we, 
conscious of the insufficient upgrades of the offensive of Malta at the same time turned all our 
attentions on the expansion of the "device" of the Channel of Sicily, as we have seen Chapter VI. 
Arriving but 
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in the middle of August 1940, if we could still makes some illusion on a possible close end of the 
conflict, we could not sure, however, to still think that Malta continued to count little therefore in 
the safety of our traffic with Libya, that by now was in full activity and it was being carried out 
nearly without any loss. 

Therefore we reach operation " Hats " (30 August -6 September 1940) of which we will 
say in Chapter [X, and with which English Navy opened the series of shipments to Malta 
beginning with that the expansion of the island. 

The preparation of this operation did not escape to our intelligence and from that the 
decision had the origin to place obstructions offensives in waters of Malta. It was but the 
necessary to await the new moon (1) and such circumstance next one from being able our 
obstruction to contrast operation "Hats" was not introduced much. However it was decided lay it 
in forecast of other future British shipments. 

The matter of the first obstruction in a zone to consider with somewhat various criteria 
from those for the Channel of Sicily, we integrally bring back as well as the instructions of 
Supermarina as much as the operations under the direction of the M.M. Command of the Sicily. 

From Supermarina we bring back dispatch n. 3818 SRP in date 29 August 1940 directed 
to Messina Navy: 

"In a night of the next new moon that it will come timely specified, the 1° Torpedo boats 
Squadron will have to berth an offensive obstruction in waters of Malta. 

"Each torpedo boat will embark 28 arms. E.1 mines will be employed the ready in 
Augusta completing requirements as necessary with E.2. mines 

"The obstruction will be laid in two zones of approximately three miles of width and nine 
miles of length, indicated with the letters M1 & M2 in the attached map n. 1 (2). 


(1) In the day of new moon the moon rises and tramonta with the since sun rise and the sunset of 
the moon they delay, regarding the sun, of approximately 50 minutes every day, and held account of the 
durations of the early twilights morning and evening, it can be said before of having night without moon 
from two or three days the two or three days after the new moon. After one week the moon (first quarter) 
tramonta to midnight. 

The missions for obstructions in waters of Malta - six in all - were executed after the new moon, 
from days one to six. 

(2) See map n. 13. 
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"In each of the two zones mines clusters will be berthed, on several and serpentine routes, 
so as to render dangerous and difficultly sweeping the zone. The interval between the clusters will 
not have to be inferior to 700 meters; the distances between the mines of a same cluster will have 
varied between 69 and 80 m.; the regulation of depth of the mines will be of m 4. 

"To indicative scope recovers an outline of distribution of the mines in one zone having 
the same amplitude of the case in examination (attached map n. 2) (1). 

"The laying of the obstructions will have to be carried out with great exactitude, being 
previewed other analogous operations in the same waters 

"The 1 torpedo boats squadron will have to leave Augusta with the favor of the dusk, 
carrying itself re-united until in waters of Malta 

"The operation will be carried out by one section of torpedo boats in each of the two 
zones. Speed during laying will be of 8 knots. 

"The meeting of the two sections will be established at dawn under the national coast. 

"In the previous day the operation will be carried out, to sunset, an aerial recognition in 
waters to the east of Malta in order to find the eventual following presence of enemy units 

"In the morning will be carried out a recognition on the minefield in order to control the 
eventual presence of mines on the surface. 

"Have a reserve to give orders for eventual naval support to the torpedo boats. 

"Compiled the operations order sending a copy to this Supermarina " 

CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF Cavagnari 

The operations order of Navy Messina (n 9, prot. 1641 SRP, dated 3 September 1940, are 
following: 

"Units that participated: TB Altari — Alcione — Ariel — Aretusa. 


(1) See Map 
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"Supreme Command at sea: C. F. A. Del Cima (TB Altair). 

"Given of execution: day X that will be specified by telegram. 

"Dispositions: 

"a) the TB Altair -Alcione -Ariel -Aretusa is prepared for laying of the offensive 
obstruction. 

Each torpedo boat will embark in order of n. 28 weapons. Mines of the type will be 
employed E. 1 ready at Augusta completing requirements with E.2 mines. 

Augusta navy will give to dispositions for the preparation and the boarding of the 
necessary mines. 

"b) The obstruction will be laid two distinguished zones of approximately 3 miles of 
width and 9 miles of length. The two zones are indicated in the attached diagram n. 1 (1) with the 
distinctive letters M1 and M2. The directory of the graphical points key is sent in part to Augusta 
Navy that of it will give communication to the commanders of the torpedo boats when the 
operation is ordered. 

In each of the two mines zones the graphical indications will be berthed to clusters 
according to the enclosure. 

"c) The put down the obstruction will have to be carried out with the greatest exactitude 
being previewed other analogous operations in those waters. During the puts down the speed of 
the torpedo boats will be 8 knots. 

"d) For the effectuation of the obstruction the torpedo boats will leave joined in squadron 
towards sunset of the established day, so as to reach with the favor of the dusk point E diagram 1, 
point that will have to be reached at 20:45 hours (2). 

From the point and the squadron, always united, it will direct with speed of 16 knots in 
point F (2). 


(1) See Map D. 13. 
(2) See Diagram D. 1 and 2. 
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Verifica delle mine sulla stessa nave mercantile delle foto precedenti. 





= di mine ad ancoramento da parte di una divisione di incrociatori (in primo piano il Montecuccoli). 
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Arriving at the last point, the stern section will turn in order to carry in the point Alpha of 
diagram 2 (2) and will precede therefore to rests of the mines according to the same diagram. 

During the distance from the F point to the point Alpha the two torpedo boats will 
decrease speed so as to reach point Alpha being already sailing at 8 knots 

"e) On point Alpha the two torpedo boats of the second section will be separated in order 
to each complete proper distance indicated in diagram 2 (1), proceeding to the launch of the 
mines. 

" f) the two torpedo boats of the forward section of the Squadron, come on the F point, 
will continue in same with the same route and speed (16 knots) until reaching point G of diagram 
n. 1 where they will reduce to 8 knots in order to carry in the point Alpha 1 of diagram n. 3 (2) 

From this point the two torpedo boats, each by proper account, will cover the distances 
indicated in the diagram n. 3 carrying out laying of the mines. 

"g)Put down completed every torpedo boat will direct on it own in order to carry 
themselves under national coast following covered that they will come established by the 
Squadron Commander so that they are avoids mutual sights until dawn. 

"h) Navy Augusta will decide for the ignition of those lamps that could be necessary to 
the units participating in the operation. 

"1) Encounter with the enemy: 

- If the encounter with the enemy happened before the beginning of the rests of the 
obstruction, the units will maneuver opportunely in order to save themselves repairing under the 
national coasts. 

- If the encounter with the enemy happened when puts down has been begun, the units 
will proceed with the express sinking of the arms still aboard and will attack therefore the enemy 
decidedly, holding present in the maneuver the position of sinking of the arms. 


(1) See diagram n. 1. 
(2) See diagram n. 2. 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


- If the encounter with the enemy happened when put down has been carried out, the 
units will attack the enemy decidedly, holding present in the maneuver the position of the arms 
sunk 

"1) Case of damage for collision on enemy mine. 

- If one of the units received damages for collision on a mine when the section is re- 
united, the remaining integral unit will carry the possible and compatible in attendance with its 
safety. 

- If instead the incident were taken place when the units already are distanced, the 
remaining integral unit will have to continue the mission according to the distance allotted it. 

"Communications: 

r.t. and r.d.s. silence 

No radio communication if not for urgent and exceptional reasons of safety”. 

ADMIRAL 
MILITARY NAVAL COMMANDER 
Pietro Barone 


At 14:45 of 4 September 1940 Supermarina decided that time allowing the operation had 
place in the night 5-6 September. It demanded moreover to Superaereo the recognition on Malta 
in the afternoon of the 5"" and fighter escort to the aircraft from r m. that the morning of the 6" 
which would have explored the zone in order to assure that there were not arms remaining on the 
surface. 

At 16:40 of same day, 4 September the Commander of Messina moreover gave to 
dispositions to those of Augusta and the Altair squadron for the boarding of the arms, specifying 
that the distance between the arms of a same cluster had to be between the 60 and the 80 meters. 

The destined torpedo boats exited from Augusta at 18:40 of 5 September 1940 in the 
order: 

1* section: Altair (C. P. Of The Top) - Ariel (T. V. Ruta); 

2* section: Alcione (T. V. Bonatti) - Aretusa (T. V. Castelli of Vinca). 
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In shore leave for the obstruction the torpedo boats online of row directed for the apex of the 
field of approach of Capo Passero and subsequently speed of 23 knots for the point and where they 
reached at 21:17 therefore, reduced the speed to 16 knots, for the F point where reached at 23:04. 

We transcribe from the report of Commander Del Cima: 

"23:04 Hours: F point - I order the 2™ Section (Alcione -Aretusa) to execute the mission. The 
section turns immediately starbard and directs for the point Alpha of M1. zone 

"With the 1“ Section (Altair -Ariel) maintaining the route (149.5°) unchanged and the speed 
(16) I continue for point Alpha of zone M2. 

"23:42 Hours: Is ignited on the right, in direction of Malta, a floodlight of which one does not 
notice the luminous source. 

"24:00 Hours: A second floodlight ignites in the same direction. 

"00:07 Hours: Position of the 1“ Section: lat. 35° 48.51’ long. 14° 52.5’. See the two 
luminous sources directed on the section, found for 286° and 290°. 

"00:26 Hours: I direct for the point Alpha 1, 

"00:40 Hours: Speed 8 knots. 

"00:48 Hours: On the point Alpha 1. Gave freedom of maneuver to the TB Ariel in order to 
execute laying of the mines in the north-east part of Zone M2. The continuous Altair navigation with 
true course 227°.5 and at 00:25.47 begins the operations of laying. 

"01:40.48 Hours: The Altair finishes laying. 

"01:52 Hour: Route 135,5° - speeds 12 knots. 

"01:50 Hours: Speed 16 knots. 

"02:03 Hours: Route 56°. 

"02:34 Hours: Route 14°. I direct for point E (point A of the field of approach of Capo 
Passero). 

"05:42 Hours: I sight the TB Ariel. 

"05:55 Hours: Point E Route North; I reduce speed, I approach the semaphore of Cozzo 
Spadaro and ask if the TB Aretusa and Alcione have returned to Augusta. The semaphore it answers 
affirmatively. I resume navigation for Augusta following the coastal routes of safety. 

"Hours 08.28: Within in roadstead and turn in order to moor at the dock of Cugno point for 
refueling of water and naphtha. 
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"Observations: 

"1) Laying of the obstructions: 

The rests of the mines has been executed from all the units with the modalities prescribed 
from the operations order n. 9 of Messina Navy. The interval between the arms of every cluster 
has been maintained between the 60 and 80 meters. According to results of the control of the 
operation executed from each unit of return from the mission to the landing of Cape Passero, it 
can be thought that the laying of the obstructions has been carried out in the zones M1 and M2 
with the approximation comprised within a mile. The TB Altair has found to the point and a 
minute after the previewed hour with the esteem without appreciable error in longitude. The 
others three units have executed the landing with errors of position inferior to a mile 

"The optimal conduct of the operation, facilitated the most favorable one of the sea and 
from the calm of the wind, it has demonstrated once again that the norm adopted for a long time 
from the units of the 2"' TB flotilla, lacking in counter, to hold account of the turns of the 
propellers finds you to the continuous counting, for the measure of the distance completed, 
answers generally well to the scope. They have been confirmed analogous optimal results 
obtained in other missions (searches, laying of offensives obstructions, etc.). The optimal 
visibility has concurred to observe that it is made of sinking of the mines have been carried out 
with full regularity. The units returned to the base following the prescribed routes maintaining the 
prescribed hours 


"2) Vigilance of the enemy: 

At 23:42 the first floodlight with beam directed towards the Alcione - Aretusa section was 
ignited that in that moment they found themselves in lat. 36° 04' long. 14° 45.5’ and that is to 
approximately a mile from the point Alpha of separation of the two units and beginning of the 
routes of it rests. The section Altari - Ariel was found in lat. 35° 54.3’ long. 14° 54' directed, at 
the speed of 16 knots, towards the point Alpha 1 and to 15,5 miles from this. 

"At 23:47 a second floodlight with beam turned in the same direction was ignited. At 
24:00 the beam of a third floodlight has been directed towards the section Altari - Ariel. 
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"The three floodlights have explored with insistence in direction of the two sections with 
movement alternatively slow and fast, stopping for a few seconds in direction of the units. 

"The survey of luminous sources of make us, lead from the positions of the units, do 
believe the three floodlights posted at Ras el Kreiten, North of the Bay of S. Giuliano and on the 
height in proximity of Point Tal Zonkor. The floodlights are appeared of remarkable power. One 
of them, that the most south, than greater power to the other two, succeeded to illuminate with 
reflected light the water the sector in which they were found the units of the section Altari - Ariel 
and those of the section Alcione - Aretusa, and the hulls. 

"The beams floodlights have been maneuvered with such promptness and precision to 
make to think founded the supposition that they were oriented with data supplied by acoustic 
range & direction finder stations. The floodlights have continued the exploration until the 00,31 
of day 6 for a total duration of 49 minutes. 

"At 00:20 To Alcione and Aretusa has sighted for short time on the beam of a floodlight a 
small hull, approximately to 10/ 12,000 meters of distance, with route parallel to the coast 


"3) Behavior of the staff: 

All the staff, conscious of the importance of the mission, has behaved very good. The 
operations of rest have been completed with clockwork precision and tranquility, in atmosphere 
of serene enthusiasm which it has made then followed a justified disappointment for the lacked 
contact with the enemy, from many and many times tried in vain and attended and that vary 
symptoms made to think by now sure, imminent, to the presence of the most visible Italian island. 

"The meteorological Conditions: calm sea - optimal visibility. 

In order nearly all the duration of the operations the coast of the island has been clearly 
visible. 

"COMMANDER 

Flotilla Commander 

A. Del Cima 


At the last moment canceled to the successive aerial recognition of the laying. From 
Messina Supermarina was asked if it were worth the pain to make it, since it was difficult to put 
itself of agreement with 
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fighter for escort and that the presence of Italian reconnaissance planes could make the English 
think of the presence of the mines. The fighter moreover also was engaged for concomitant 
actions with the bombers; and as far as the mines, even though it was if some remained on the 
surface, nothing would have been to make, therefore close to the enemy base. 

Supermarina accepted the objection of Messina and decided that the recognition was not 
executed. 
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CHAPTER IX 


OBSERVATIONS 
ON THE LAYING OF OSTRUCTIONS 


43 - First results of the recognitions on the obstructions 
44 - First considerations on the effectiveness of the obstructions laid 
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43) FIRST RESULTS OF THE RECOGNITIONS ON THE OBSTRUCTIONS LAID 


As we have seen in the particular order of operations of the M.M. Command of 
Sicily dispositions for the recognitions of the obstructions which were laid, to complete 
with MAS in cooperation with airplane, to the scope, mainly, to destroy or to sink mines 
emerged for irregular operation during laying. 

The intensity of job which they were subordinates MAS, airplane and other small 
units usable members of the auxiliary corps for the operations in issue are easy knowable 
considering: the enormous number of mines that were laid; the several causes that could 
provoke to breaches of moorings leaving therefore mines to drift or explosion of the arms 
also without mooring breach; the frequent necessity to employ the MAS in missions of 
other kind; the difficulties often interposed from the weather; the necessity of turns to rest 
the crews and for maintenance of the motors. 

With passing of the months, then, the difficulties grew because of the losses, that 
on the rest they influenced negatively on the effectiveness of all the "device" and after 
little more than a year than war they reduced it to nothing. 

Obstruction 7 AN laid in the night from the 6 to 7 August was the first one to 
engage in large measure the reconnaissance units. 

On 9 August Navy Messina already communicated that 26 mines emerging had 
been sighted and sunk. On 16 August the number of such mines was said to be 79, of 
which 51 had been sunk, while for the others it would have not hardly provided the 
conditions of the sea would have concurred the sailing of the MAS. 

We cannot, for obvious reasons, to forward in all the particular to us of these 
operations and the successive ones: they lasted until 
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April of 1943, that is nearly until withdrawn from Tunisia, engaging the forces members 
of the auxiliary corps of the Naval Commands of Messina, Augusta and Trapani; and 
here it fells opportune to perceive that if the offensives obstructions were those that 
mainly demanded the participation of those forces, those defensives now did not lack to 
supply occasions of participations, they being exposed to the seas storm, to the mooring 
cable breaches, and, in greater measure than for the offensives, to accidental sweeping for 
errors of route of the minesweeper assigned to dredge the coastal routes of safety. 

For opportune guideline of the reader we bring back a series of communications 
in chronological order, therefore as we have been able it to collect from the remaining 
documentation, and that they refer both offensives and defensives obstructions. 

And for how much we have said more over, we will limit ourselves to a time 
period ending on 31 October 1940. 


27 June 1940 - from Messina Navy to Supermarina. 

Minesweeper of Port Empedocle, during dredging coastal route, has uncovered a 
mine 4 miles to South of the isle of Correnti. Augusta navy has arranged dispatch of own 
means for assessments. Supplied because convoy in navigation from Port Empedocle to 
Messina on coastal routes executes shunting line in order to avoid marked mine (...) 


28 June 1940 - from Messina Navy to Supermarina. 

Continued (...) torpedo marked to South of the Island of Correnti by minesweeper 
is Bollo type and belongs our obstruction. The mine has been grappled by minesweeper 
moved from coastal and dragged route for approximately two miles. 


7 August 1940- from Messina Navy to Supermarina 

(...) Navy Pantelleria reports that sighted mines were emerged but moored and 
aligned. For conditions north-east wind which could not today continue operations that 
will be resumed time allowing tomorrow morning. 
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9 August 1940 - from the diary one of Supermarina: 
Messina navy reports that MAS Squadron sent into the zone of the obstruction 
executed from the Da Barbiano group has sunk 26 emerging mines altogether. 


10 August 1940 - from the diary of Supermarina: 
MAS searches continue that have sunk numerous emerging mines. Detailed report 
from Messina Navy attends. 


16 August 1940 - from the diary of Supermarina: 

Pantelleria navy communicates through Messina Navy that to all today has been 
sighted to South of Pantelleria 79 emerging mines. Of them have been some sunk 51 and 
one retrieved; the others will be sunk when the weather will allow with minesweeper and 
MAS to sail. 


27 August 1940 - from Navy Trapani to Messina Navy: 

(...) from the beginning of it putting down of the offensives and defensives 
obstructions have been retrieved the following mines: one Bollo matr. 233 of zone C, line 
5 AS; one Bollo matr. 1542 of the zone YY, line 1 AS; four Bollo (...) all of the F zone, 
line 1 AN. Also have been weighed, by minesweeper to South of Pantelleria, 3 complete 
P 200 moored mines. All Bollo retrieved because of uncoupled for breach of mooring in 
correspondence of the splice to the extremity of conjunction of the arm. 


4 September 1940 - from Messina Navy to Supermarina: 
Executed with aerial verification of obstructions between Pantelleria and Capo 
Bon from 15:05 to 18:05. Only sighted regularly berthed mines, none adrift. 


5 September 1940 - from Messina Navy to Supermarina 

Executed with aerial verification obstructions between Pantelleria and Sicilian 
coast from 09:30 to 12:30. No drifting mines. Observer reports to have noticed great 
water column 15 miles to 
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North of Pantelleria. Moving to the place it has noticed that under a sleek of 200 meters, 
nature not well assessed, ran one obstruction; executed photography. Arranged dispatch 
of a MAS for assessment. 


10 September 1940 - from Messina Navy to Supermarina: 
Executed with aerial verification of obstructions between Pantelleria and Sicilian 
coast. No drifting mines. 


13 September 1940 - from Messina Navy to Supermarina: 
Executed with airplane final verification obstructions between Pantelleria and 
Sicilian coast. No drifting mines. 


16 September 1940 - from Pantelleria Navy to Supermarina: 

(...) sunk MAS two mines, one in lat. 37°00' long. 12°55’, other in lat. 37°02' long. 
12°56'. Mooring cables of the two mines, according to declarations MAS commanders, 
excessive weak and break in the attempt of towing with auxiliary motors. 


22 September 1940 - from Messina Navy to Supermarina. 

On 16 September Pantelleria Navy communicated that the lookout -Station of 
Monte Albero Sole of Lampedusa had heard at 09:45 of said day a strong explosion at 
sea, on the survey 210° and to the distance of miles 5, observing also the water column 
produced from the same explosion. 

It was offered soon because Section MAS 532- 533, located at Pantelleria, 
executed a recognition in the zone. The recognitions were executed in the afternoon of 
the 16" and the morning of the 17": During such recognitions, also having been able to 
assess that the explosion effectively has happened given the remarkable amount of dead 
fish found in the zone, it has not been able to establish any element action to indicate that 
the explosion has been provoked from collision of a submarine against a mine. 

Copy of the report of operation of the MAS Section is enclosed from which it 
finds that during the recognition (...) are sunk 5 mines in the zone to South of Pantelleria. 

The mines of which to the previous paragraph, given the dispositions in which 
have been sighted, they had to be adrift, comprised 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


also that deduction moored from the commander of the MAS. The same mines in all probability 
had to be part of line 7 AN. 


25 September 1940 - from naval Delegation at Biserta of the armistice Commission to 
France C.I.A.F. (Marine) Turin and for information to Supermarina: 

Navy in Tunisia informs that recently they have again found and destroyed 6 Italian 
mines in the below described localities: 

2 mines to | mile to SE of Ras Louza 

1 mine in front of Ras Kapudia 

3 mines near Bahiret el Biban 

Only these last ones were marked with numbers 171, 469 and 879; remaining was lacking 
in countersign(1). 


4 October 1940 - from Augusta Navy to Supermarina: 

In latitude 36°43' longitude 15°14' our minesweeper today has sighted and sunk a drifting 
mine, Elia type. It has not been possible to identify obstruction line because of the agitated sea 
and removal painting. 


5 October 1940 - from Messina Navy to Maristat: With reference to the information of 
which (...)makes itself present that the two marked mines would have to belong to obstruction 5 
AN bis put down in the night from 8 to 9 August from the Maestrale Squadron. 


6 October 1940 - from Messina Navy to Maristat: 

It is communicated that the following mines pertaining to lines of obstructions in work 
have been retrieved or sunk: 

- mine Bollo type (...) sunk by MAS 532 on 21 September pertaining to the zone YY, line 
1 AS: 

- Elia mine (...) retrieved from the Mp B 83 Maria Maggiore di Siponto on 24 
September, pertaining to zone XX, line 1 AN bis 


(1) See near date 31 October 
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- Bollo mine (...) retrieved on 23 September from the Mp B 83 Maria Maggiore di 
Siponto, pertaining to zone F, line 3 AN. The aforesaid arms have been prepared in the 
base of Trapani. 


7 October 1940 - from Messina Navy to Maristat: 

Day 2 current Locamare Sciacca (1) signaled the sight of two mines to the drift: 
one between Rivers Verduca Sciacca to approximately 2000 meters from the coast and 
the other between Sciacca and Cape S. Marco at approximately 1500 meters from the 
coast. Trapani Navy, interested for the search of said mines, has communicated now that 
one of they has been retrieved and deactivated, while the other, in spite of the careful 
search made, not traced has been found. 


14 October 1940 - from Messina Navy to Maristat: 

It is communicated that the following drifting mines pertaining to obstructions in 
work have been retrieved: 

- Bollo mine (...) pertaining to the F zone, line 3 AN. 

- Elia mine (...) pertaining to zone XX, line 1 AN bis; 

- Bollo mine (...) pertaining to the zone YY, line 1 AS; 

- Bollo mine (...) pertaining to the F line, line 3 AN; 

- Bollo mine (...) pertaining to the zone YY, line 1 AS. 

The aforesaid arms were prepared in the base of Trapani. 


25 October 1940 - from Messina Navy to Maristat: (2) 
27 October 1940 - from Messina Navy to Supermarina: 


Continuation of a Violent sea storm has been marked yesterday between Trapani 
and Cape San Marco altogether 32 mines adrift 





(1) Telegraphic Address of local the marine Office. 
(2) Communication similar to previous, relative to another four mines of the 
coastal zones (defensive obstructions). 
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Imbarco di mine su un incrociatore della classe «Condottieri». 
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of which 5 exploded for collision against reef, one sunk with machinegun fire by coastal 
unit C 18 aground along the shoreline. Of this last, 14 already disarmed by torpedo boats 
crews and 4 found distributed dispersed along the shoreline run aground near Cape San 
Marco. Because of adverse weather conditions, for deactivation and recovery is possible 
to operate only from land. Stamane resumptions operations. 

(continuation) - It is communicated that five mines being exploded for collision 
against reef find that not all the arms tearing the mooring disarmed. 


31 October 1940 - from Messina Navy to Maristat (answer via the mines spotted 
by Biserta on 25 September): 

Again found three mines and destroyed them near Bahiret el Biban, marked with 
numbers 171, 469 and 879 have been prepared in the Base of Trapani. They belonged to 
the following obstructions: 

- torpedo n. 171 Bollo type 1933, to obstruction 1 AS; 

- torpedo n. 469 Elia type 1935, to obstruction M 3(1); 

- torpedo n. 879 type P 200, to obstruction 7 AN. 


44) FIRST CONSIDERATIONS ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 

OBSTRUCTIONS LAID. 

The English DD Hostile on 23 August 1940, approximately 20 miles to SE of 
Cape Bon, hit a mine and sank. The mine, as it is seen in the map n. 11, is part of the 
obstruction 5 AN bis. 

In the Channel of Sicily we had rested, until that moment, 14 obstructions for a 
total of approximately 3,490 mines (of which 640 for AS obstructions), without to count 
the obstruction LK given its very eccentric location. But the impression was had that in 
spite of the mines the enemy equally succeeded to pass undisturbed through the Straight. 





(1) Obstruction to South of Malta, of which we will deal in the following 
Chapter.- 
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The impression had to be changed in conviction after the night: of 2 September 
1940, in occasion of operation "Hats" that was carried out exactly from 30 August to the 
2 September, a second operation plan very studied, in forecast of our offensive on the 
Libyan front. It was dealt to reinforce the Fleet of Alexandria with a battleship, aircraft 
catriers, two cruisers and eight DDs. While these units were sailing from Gibraltar 
towards Malta, a strongly escorted convoy carried supplies to Malta from Alexandria. 
The two forces had to be met in the first antemeridian hours in waters of Malta. 

The operation was carried out with success. It wide is described in volume IV of 
our collection ("the naval actions"); here our task is only to point out to you, in order to 
say that indicated the above English naval force passed the Straight a little after midnight 
of 2 September; our torpedo boats did not meet nobody because none could exit because 
of the very high sea; the morning of that same day it was in sight of Malta and the convoy 
coming from Alexandria. 

Cunningham Admiral, in its "A sailor’s odyssey" (Garzanti ed, page 99) writes: 

"On 30 August the Fleet sailed from Alexandria for operation "Hats". In its great 
lines, the plan previewed that ours reinforce came escorted to the west until the Channel 
of Sicily by Force H commanded by Sir James Somerville, passing through the Channel 
by night, and joined to the Mediterranean Fleet between Malta and Pantelleria, the 
following morning. 

"The Channel was strongly mined and we did not know of it the extension of the 
position of the obstructions of mines. Only a week before the DD. Hostile had been lost 
near of Cape Bon ". 

We will return more later on the subject of the acquaintance of our obstructions 
from part of English. 
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CHAPTER X 


MALTA AND THE CHANNEL OF SICILY 
OCTOBER - NOVEMBRE 1940 


45 - Obstructions M 3 and 4 AN. Sinking of the English DDs "Imperial" and "Hyperion". 
46 - The nights of 26 and 27 November 1940 - Obstructions X 2 and X 3 to North of Cape Bon 
47 - Considerations via the transits of the English ships by the Channel of Sicily 
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45) OBSTRUCTIONS M 3 and 4 AN — THE SINKING OF THE ENGLISH DDs "IMPERIAL" 
AND "HYPERION" 


After results, unfavorable for us, of operation "Hats", Supermarina determined to make 
lay, in the cover of the new moon, another two obstructions, one between Pantelleria and Tunisia 
and the other to the South of Malta. 

The obstruction between Pantelleria and Tunisia was indicated with characteristic 4 AN. 
Recall (chapter V) that in the directives of the DG 101 Al such characteristic obstruction between 
Pantelleria and Sicily was classified to one, to rest during the third wave; but also it was 
considered eventual, and it did not come then put down more. The new 4 AN of which we now 
deal had to be put down to NE of 5 AN (see map n. 11). 

The obstruction to the South of Malta, characteristic M 3, had to be put down as is seen in 
map n. 13. 

The first directives of Supermarina were given with dispatch 5327 of 27 September 1940. 
The two obstructions had to be immediately put down one after the other, from the DDs of the 
14" squadron. Supermarina was reserved to determine at the opportune moment which of the two 
went rested before; the precedence then was given to the M 3. Composition and modalities were 
following: 

4 AN: n. 176 Elia mines distributed between 3 DDs. 

M 3: n. 278 Elia mines distributed between 4 DDs. 

Distance between the arms: meters 100. 

The maximum interval between the drafts berthed from the various units: meters 600. 

Depth of regulation: meters 4. 

Speed during put down: 12 knots. 
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Since the number of mines that boarded each DD had to embark was inferior to that 
maximum, the mines had to be arranged on the railway so as to leave the maneuver of the torpedo 
launcher free. 

Since the arms of obstruction M 3 were at Augusta and those of the 4 AN at Trapani, and the 
14" DD squadron was at Palermo the mission had the following program: 


day 1: 
morning: departure from Palermo; 
afternoon: arrival at Augusta 
day 2: 
boarding of the arms; 
evening: departure from Augusta; 
night: laying of obstruction M 3 - return to Augusta. 
day 3: 
morning: arrival at Augusta; 
evening: departure for Trapani. 
day 4: 
morning: arrival to Trapani - boarding of the arms 
evening: departure from Trapani; 
night: laying of obstruction 4 AN - route for Palermo 
day 5”: 


morning: arrival at Palermo 

This program regularly was put into effect from 6 to 10 October 1940 varying with the only, 
regarding the directives of Supermarina, than obstruction M 3 rather than DD four was executed by 
three, after damage to the rudder of the Malocello, as we will see from the report of the squadron 
leader. 

The Commander of Messina compiled two distinguished operations orders, one for every 
obstruction. 

That one for obstruction M 3 prescribed, among other things, modality for putting it down 
that we do not bring back because they clearly resulted from diagram n. 3. Later on then to the lack of 
the Malocello and some jams that took place on the Tarigo, as we will see from the report of the 
squadron leader, the obstruction turned out as it appears from the diagram. 
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As far as the operations order for 4 AN, the execution modalities were on the whole equal 
to those for the other obstructions of the same zone put down by the Maestrale squadron (see 
chapter VII paragraph 41). 

The four DD of the 14" squadron and that is: Vivaldi (C. V Galati) - Malocello (C. F. Del 
Buono) - Da Noli (C. F. Zoli) - Tarigo (C. F. De Cristofaro) exited from Palermo at 08:25 of 6 
October 1940. 

We continue in the chronological exposure of the more important events as they turn out 
from the report of commander Galati. 


DAY 6 OCTOBER 
14:20 - pass the Strait of Messina. 
17:25 - I direct in order to enter in the roadstead of Augusta. 
18:40 - Moored squadron to Cugno point - Refueling and boarding of the mines. 


DAY 7 OCTOBER 
18:20 - Cast off & exit from the roadstead of Augusta. 
19:10 - Malocello signals to me of having damage to the rudder. 
20:10 - Malocello informs me of the impossibility to repair the damage in useful time for 
the mission. 
20:20 - I order the Malocello to re-enter the port. 


DAY 8 OCTOBER 

01:49 - I reduce to 12 knots. 

01:56 - Tarigo begins laying that it is completed with the DDs online of row. 

02:06 - Tarigo has jam in the sliding of the anchor of one of the mines on the railway; it 
interrupts it laying it and it assumes the head of the formation for being able to continue the 
operation after the Vivaldi. 

02:16 - Da Noli begins puts down of its mines. 

02:30 - Vivaldi begins puts down of its the mines. 

02:34 - Explosion of one of the arms put down is heard. 
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02:47 - Tarigo resumes its put down. 

02:53 - On the Tarigo the jam in the sliding of one of the mines is repeated, that it 
provokes a solution of continuity of 1500 m. in the obstruction. 

02:56 - Completed the put down it of the obstruction, result of 191 weapons. 

Beginning navigation for the return regulating route and speed so as to find me at dawn in 
a position (near Bendasi - streight of Messina) and with such route that the eventual sight of the 
squadron from part of enemy airplane renders the location of the origin of the DDs effective 
problematic. 

06:55 - It is turned on bearing 90°, distance 14-15 thousand meters, an enemy 
reconnaissance plane that dawdles somewhat in the zone. 

08:20 - The national aerial recognition is sighted. 

10:30 - Within in the roadstead of Augusta. 

19:55 - I cast off to exit from the roadstead of Augusta. The Malocello remains in port in 
order to continue the repair to the rudder. 

23:59 - Pass the Strait of Messina. 


DAY 9 OCTOBER 
09:38 - I direct in order to enter the port of Trapani. 
10:15 - Moored with the Squadron to the wharf of the Colombaia. Refueling and 
boarding mines. 
21:25 - Icast off exiting from the port. 
23:38 - I direct for Cape Bon. 


DAY 10 OCTOBER 
01:35 - I sight the beacon of Cape Bon. 
03:08 - I direct for the point of beginning of the obstruction. The Squadron arranges itself 
on survey line 50°. Distance between the units 200 meters - speeds 12 knots. 
03:54 - Tarigo begins its puts down. Two of the first mines jetties by the Tarigo burst. 
04:14 - Da Noli begins its puts down. 
04:31 - Vivaldi its begins puts down. 
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GraFico N. 3 
SBARRAMENTO M3 
(9 ottobre 1940) 
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04.46 - Completed putting down it of the obstruction, result of 174 arms. During the puts down it 
Ihave controlled is the position of the Squadron with the surveys of the beacons in sight, is I 
found them to means of the eco-meter. I direct for the landing on Marettimo. 

12.00 - Squadron moored to the Crispi dock (Palermo). Meteorological conditions: 
Optimal. 

Observations and proposals: Much profit in case of the mine jams has demonstrated the 
revolving platform of shunting that has been recently arranged only on the Vivaldi. 

CAPTAIN 
Commander of 14" DD squadron 
Giovanni Galati 


On the zone of the 4 AN was executed the aerial recognition that did not state any mines 
remain exposed. 


On 11 October 1940 the English DD Jmperial was seriously damaged. The English 
Admiralty recognized the damaging caused by a mine and it specified the position 15 miles to 
South of Malta, that very close to obstruction M 3. It can therefore be thought that the Jmperial is 
ended on those mines. 

On 22 December 1940 sank the DD Hyperion. The position given from the Admiralty was 
2 miles to North of obstruction 4 AN and it can be analogous thought that it ended on those 
mines. 


46) IN THE NIGHTS OF 26 AND 27 NOVEMBER 1940 - OBSTRUCTIONS X2 AND X3 TO 
NORTH OF CAPE BON 


Towards the end of November 1940 a we still more received concrete confirmation of the 
facility with which the English ships they passed and re-passing the Channel of Sicily without to 
endure neither damages nor losses: and it was in the nights of 26 and 27 November 1940, in 
occasion of those movements that the Mediterranean Fleet that carried to the combat of Cape 
Teulada. 

Also for these events, in their particular, we send back the reader to volume IV "the naval 
actions"; here it will be enough for us 
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to remember that a composed naval force by the BB Ramillies, of three cruisers and five DD 
succeeded to pass undamaged the Channel for two consecutive nights: in that one of 26 
November, in order to go to South of the Sardinia to join with a force coming from Gibraltar, and 
in that successive one in order to make return the bases. 

In truth this time the device did not remain inert, because of the torpedo boats exited from 
Trapani; but they did not succeed to inflict damage on the adversary. 

The actions carried out to North of Cape Bon, in a zone in which we still had not put 
down any mine. 

The Supermarina then studied - on basis also to the availability of mines in that moment - 
rest of two obstructions X2 and X 3 (see map n. 11) of 180 mines each. 

The M.M. Commander of Sicily emanated the first dispositions on 10 December and the 
definitive operations order on 18 December. But the choice of the units to assign was complicated 
from the twofold engagement of Navy in the transports to Libya and Albania, sectors, this last 
one, that it demanded in that particularly critical period the most intense traffic. The operation of 
the two obstructions endured therefore several delays; the composition of the group had to be 
changed twice to assign, and finally it was executed from the 14"" DD squadron and the TB 
Sagittario and Vega. 

The units exited from Trapani at 22:20 of 7 January 1941 and assumed the line of row in 
the order: Vivaldi (C. V. Galati), Malocello (C.F. Del Buono), Vega (C.C. Fontana), Da Noli 
(C.F. Zoli), Tarigo (C. F. De Cristofaro), Sagittario (T. V. Cigala Fulgosi) directing on Cape Bon 
whose beacon was sighted at 01:53. 

Shortly before beginning its puts down, the speed was reduced to 12 knots. 

At 04:02 was begun the puts down from the Sagittario on the southern end of line X 2; 
they followed the Tarigo and Da Noli, therefore the three units assumed a route parallel to line X 
2 on whose southern end three units directed the others that began putting down by the TB Vega 
at 05:02. Then followed the Malocello and the Vivaldi that finished at 05:04. The two groups 
directed separately for the Marettimo and then for Trapani where they entered between the 10:00 
and 11:00. 

During mine laying of X 3 was had the explosion of one launched by the Da Noli. 
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As is customary, also this operation was previewed for a night of novilunio or very close 
to the new moon; the successes dismissals and the necessity not to send back further forced to 
execute it in one successive night to first the fourth and next one to the full moon: the moon in 
fact set at 03:40. In such conditions the operation was possible because in winter season. 

From the report of the commander of the Vivaldi, squadron leader and superior 
commander at sea for the operation, we bring back: 

"Based on the acquired experience, to continuation of the three missions of rests of mines 
up to now of completed, I express the opinion that, also when the employment of a single DD is 
previewed, is opportune that these have the aid of other units, preform exclusively protective 
tasks and of attendance. In particular: 

1“ - because it can be counted is on a kind of observation screen, that in particular 
shapeless timely of the eventual presence of opposing ships and to prevent these catching the 
units intended to the laying, is on a support directed to the same ones in the attack case; 

2™ - for being in degree, in the eventuality of serious damage (rudder or drive system) 
that it makes unusable one of the DDs loaded with mines, to supply to its towing without being 
forced to throw in sea - and for more in a zone whichever - a not indifferent number of mines 
from an other of the DD in order to free of the stwrn and to allow therefore the execution of the 
towing ", 


47) CONSIDERATIONS ABOUT THE ENGLISH TRANSITS OF THE CHANNEL 


Not will be difficult to render account us of as never, in spite of the mines, the opposing 
ships journeyed for the Channel of Sicily without to endure almost ever losses. 

If we consider that affirmation of Cunningham Admiral, indeed little is brought back, 
than he the position of our obstructions did not know of the extension neither, must advance some 
reserves. Sure, we can admit that its services informed were not joints to such perfection from 


supply 
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even of the exact copies of those diagrams of the obstructions that Supermarina and the High 
Command they guarded with the most rigorous secret and that often they were not known they do 
not give to ships ours that took the sea; but that not us preclude the admission of the fact that 
some acquaintance of the obstructions English must also have it. First of all, they knew that the 
Channel was a zone of continually transit of our ship and that therefore they had to see the safe 
routes It was logical, as an example, to think that in order to cross the zone of Pantelleria the 
routes of our traffic were held very close to that island; and in fact we have then learned that in 
the nocturnal transits of the 2 September and the 26 and 27 November the English ships passed 
always very close to Pantelleria, where that is could be thought nearly sure absence of our mines. 

It was not then difficult for the English localizing the passages left between the lines of 
mines for requirements of our traffic or products free as a result of breaches of moorings of the 
arms, and therefore to become account with sufficient reliability of the position of our 
obstructions: with the airplane they could watch our traffic and determine the safe routes 
continuations; with the airplane they could, in days particularly adapted for clarity of atmosphere 
and calm of sea, to photograph the zone and to localize the obstructions; they could also localize 
the obstructions for by of sonars, from part of unit of surface and submarines; finally, since our 
obstructions consisted in a single line of mines and these were spaced out by 100 meters, lucky 
passages through the lines were not considered very improbable. 

It is not therefore to be astonished if, in occasion of the capture of one small English unit 
in waters of Malta from part of German MAS, the night of 7 May 1942 - and of which we will 
say more later - has found a paper of the Channel of Sicily on which our obstructions were 
marked with good approximation 

(see chapter X VID). 

The more serious thing, finally, the true point weakness of all the system, was the 
possibility for the enemy to pass in French territorial waters. Now, to be able to mine those waters 
was what that invested issues of political nature that were exceeded by the sphere of competence 
of Supermarina, that also it could not make if not to decide, when the time and the situation 
allowed it, 
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to block with mobile means available (MAS and submarines) the passage, less than three miles, 
under the Tunisian coast (particularly the zone of Cape Bon). 

In the Channel, the availability of mines with which we found ourselves to the end of 
1940 did not allow us to make more. We were entered the war as we have already said, with a 
equipment of approximately 25,000 mines; then had been laid more than 16,000. Our industrial 
equipment was not sufficient to replace them quickly. And the remained arms were scattered in 
place of all the bases, from La Spezia to Pola; and all were not of type adapted to rest in the 
Channel of Sicily, for which after the dispatch of mines from Taranto laid the first offensives 
obstructions had to be re-supplied the depot of Trapani. We could not therefore realize multiple 
obstructions, with arms on more rows, as we could make later on when in the war the mines 
entered, in full cooperation, German Navy with its arms. 

While, even if 22 December 1940, for collision against a mine of obstruction 4 AN the 
lost of the DD Hyperion, Admiral Cunningham could therefore comment the situation at the end 
of the year ("A Sailor’s Odyssey", page 134): 

"And therefore year 1940 ended with great hopes. The Navy controlled in good measure 
the Central Mediterranean and convoys passed in from one side to the other". 

And we cannot judge exaggerated this affirmation of our adversary. 
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CHAPTER XI 
CHANNEL OF SICILY 
APRIL 1941 
THE BEGINNING OF OBSTRUCTIONS "S" 
BETWEEN CAPE BON AND EGADI 


48 - German Cooperation to the war of mines - Study of Obstruction "S" 

49 - Removal of obstructions 4 AN and 5 AN bis 

50 - Preventive operations: soundings, sweeping, a. s. sweeping, aerial recognizance 
51 - The operations order for the puts down 1* draft 

52 - The operations order for the puts down 2™ draft 

53 — Execution of the rests of the 1“ line - Loss of the TB "Schiaffino" 


APPENDIX N.1 1 
* N. 2 i Removal of obstructions 4 AN and 5 AN bis 
N. 3 
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Imbarco di mine su un incrociatore della 
classe «Condottieri». 





Mine sistemate sulle ferroguide sulla coperta 
di un incrociatore 
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48) GERMAN COOPERATION TO THE WAR OF MINES - STUDY OF OBSTRUCTION "S" 
(See, map n. 11, page. 130/131) 


If, from the English point of view, Admiral Cunningham could have just reasons in order 
to write that year 1940, "ended with great hopes", from ours part instead must recognize that the 
end of that year just coincided with the end of all our hopes in A fast solution of the victorious 
conflict for the Axis. From where a new appreciation of the truth of the situation that, as we have 
seen in chapter III, contributed in wide measure to establish, between the Italian Navy and the 
German, one more collaboration grip in the conduct of the marine war in the Mediterranean. And 
of that one of the more important results was exactly the supply of mines from German Navy. 

This realization matured, as we have already said, in the first months of 1941. During this 
period, and more precisely, from 8 January (rests of obstructions X 2 and X 3) to 20 April 1941 
(rests of the first obstruction with German mines) was had in the operations of puts down of 
mines a stasis nearly completes: they were not puts down another two defensive obstructions of 
70 mines each, at Tripoli and Zuara. The mines became scarce; to the operations of the Libyan 
field they had joined to those of the field Greek-Albanian; the bad weather a factor represented 
also negatively. However this period was not lost time: with the forecast by now of a long 
conflict, the problem of the Channel of Sicily was prevailed for more drastic provisions, than they 
could not be studied in a few days. To increase the number of the obstructions, but to always 
assure the necessary passages to our traffic, was the two conditions that had to be conciliated. 
Therefore was elaborated the plan of one line 
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of obstructions (obstruction "S") disposed along here the axis Cape Bon - island of Marettimo. It 
was be a matter of several lines (S 1, S 2 etc.) each of which could be subdivided in two or more 
drafts (S 11, S 12 etc.) to rest, to the occurrence, in successive shipments. 

This line little interfered with our routes of traffic. The rests had to be begun, logically, 
from the part of Cape Bon, that is closer to those French territorial waters that, as we have already 
said, represented the weak point of the system. Finally, given favorable conclusion the 
negotiations with Navy German and assured the timely consistent arrival of a quantitative of 
arms, Supermarina could, 22 March 1941, to give to the Commander in Chief of the Naval Forces 
and to the M.M. Commander of Messina the first directives in order to begin put down of 
obstruction "S" to begin from the zone of Cape Bon with route composed S 1 from the drafts S 
11,S 12 and S 13. 

We bring back the dispatch n. 5300 with which, after indicated the name and address of 
the obstruction, were given the directives for the first route (see diagram n. 4). 

"|. - The day that makes intend to establish (K day) could be ordered to begin the 
operations of laying of the obstruction "S" of which it gives the characteristics here: 

"2. - The obstruction will be constituted on three lines delimited by the following 
coordinated: 























I Scattering lat. 37"00 ' long. 11°08 ' 
lat. 37°27 ' long. 11°17 ' 
II Scattering lat. 37°27 ' long. 11°17' 
lat. 37"22 ' long. 11°32 ' 
I Scattering lat. 37"22 ' long. 11°32 ' 
lat. 37°45 ' long. 11°57 ' 














Every scattering it will be constituted from several lines of obstructions and the present 
directive regard only the modalities for the operations of laying of the lines that constitute the first 
scattering. 

"3. - The units destined to rest of the first scattering of the obstruction in argument are the 
4 cruisers of the 7" Division and the DD Da Mosto and Verazzano. 
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Guarico N. 4 
COMPOSIZIONE DELLA SPEZZATA S1 (TRATTE S11 - S12 - S13) IN DUE SPEDIZIONI 
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"4. - the cargo of the arms will be carried out for the first line to Taranto; for the second line, to 
Augusta for the cruisers and Trapani for DDs. 

"5. - Modality for puts down it of the lines that constitute the I scattering. 

Scattering it will be constituted from two drafts that will come put in work in two 
shipments. The graphical representation of the lines of constituent obstructions the two drafts is 
brought back in the attached design. 

a) As it turns out from the diagram, the first draft is constituted in the first 4 miles from 6 
rows of mines and just: 

- two external rows A-F constituted each of 122 tearing buoys with the mines berthed at 
60 meters of interval from the other: 

- two inner rows B-E at meters 200 from the previous ones, constituted each from 124 
explosive buoys with the arms berthed at 60 meters of interval one from the other; 

- others two inner rows C-D at meters 300 from the previous ones and at a distance of 
300 meters between them, constituted from 75 mines with inferior and superior antenna with the 
arms berthed at meters 100 of interval one from the other. 

In the four successive miles the draft remains constituted on four rows and precisely: 

- two external rows in continuous of rows B - E with 37 antenna mines, with the arms 
spaced out of 200 meters. 

- two inner rows in continuous of rows C-D on 37 antenna mines, with the arms spaced 
out of 200 meters. 

The constituent obstructions above said the first draft will be put in work in an only one 
shipment. 

The rows A and F will be berthed by the two DD; rows B, C, D, and from the four 
cruisers, which to the term of the first 4 miles will continue their race in order to berth the four 
rows of arms previewed in the successive 4 miles. To the term of this race, after berthed the last 
mine, every cruiser is provided to berth one luminous buoy indicating of the end of the 
obstruction. 
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For the reasons above said, the cruisers that will have to berth the rows B and E will 
embark the 37 antenna mines to forward of the 120 explosive buoys. 

b) The end of the operations of laying of the first shipment the cruisers will direct for 
Augusta and the DD for Trapani in order to embark the arms previewed for the second draft that 
will be put it in work with only one shipment. 

Such second draft was constituted by: 

- in first 6.6 miles on three rows G H I, each of 82 antenna mines with the arms spaced 
out by 150 meters and the rows 300 meters distant one from the other; 

- in successive 6.6 miles on 4 rows, in continuation of the row and others indicated with 
the letters L, M, N: each row of 62 antenna mines with the arms spaced out of 200 meters and 
distance between the rows of 300 meters; 

- in successive miles 6.6 on 3 rows in continuation of the rows L MN, each of 82 
antenna mines, with the arms spaced out of meters the 150 and distance between rows they 300 
meters. 

The rows G H will be berthed from the two DD; the row from a cruiser which, reached 
6.6 mg from the beginning, will gather to the other cruisers that will have to berth the rows L M 
N and will continue the race with them for the laying of the others 62 mines. The cruisers entrust 
in charge of rest of the rows L MN, joints to 6.6 mg from the beginning of the operation, will 
continue the race for the resting of the remaining 82 arms, completing in such a way before 
broken of the obstruction "S". 

In order to facilitate the maneuver of the destined units to the laying of the second draft it 
has been previewed that row G, also beginning to the height of the buoy indicating of the end of 
the rows of the first draft, is moved externally of 500 meters from the end of row E. 

Finishing the second shipment; the units will return to the localities that will be indicated. 

"6. - The regulation of the arms will be for all of meters 3. In order to be able to allow the 
regulation of the tearing buoys and the explosive, whose employment is previewed in the first 4 
miles of the route, this edited by the Supermarina estimate of the relative fathoms to the zone will 
be supplied. 
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"7. - the beginning of the operations of anchoring of obstruction "S" will be given with 
adequate notice and the destined units to the first shipment will leave from Taranto so as to find 
to the dawn of K day in sight of Cape Bon passing to North of Sicily. 

The departure of the second shipment will be confirmed timely. 


"8. - [reserve right to communicate the orders that will be given for: 
- participation of naval forces of support; 

- allocation of DDs of escort; 

- far and close aerial recognitions; 

- eventual participations of fighter aircrafts and bombers 


"9. - Communications as for norms in effect 
"10. - The subjects to receive telegraphic and envoys copy of the operations orders. 


p. CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
I. Campioni 


49) REMOVAL OF OBSTRUCTIONS 4AN and 5 AN BIS 

To the dispatch that will have first hour transcribed followed, with the date of the 
successive day, another, n. 5352, directed M.M. Command of Messina, of which we bring back 
the first paragraph reserving to transcribe of the rest in the appendix: 

"In relation to the rests of the obstruction "S" for which they have been given the 
directives with dispatch n. 5300 in dated 22™ c.m., in order to facilitate the national traffic 
between Marettimo and Ras el Mustafa, it is necessity to dredge obstructions 4 AN and 5 AN 
bis". 

This new operation was soon introduced the most laborious one than that similar one, and 
still in course, for the removal of the obstruction L K. Before much time and could not entire be 
completed: only 5 AN bis was totally swept, while 4 AN canceled, as a result of the new created 
situation in November 1942. 
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The argument is not closely relating to the task of the present volume, in as much as it 
does not re-enter in the truly active part of the mine war; but we cannot abstain to point out to 
you, so that the reader can become account of the other difficulties that the Commander of 
Messina had to face and of the job that they had to carry out the destined staff of sweeping, 
required suffering from the bad weather and sometimes enduring enemy aerial attacks. 

We that is bring back therefore in the appendix the part of the correspondence regarding 
the formulation of the operation and: 

a) dispatch of Supermarina n. 5352 of 23 March 1941; 

b) letter of M.M. Commander of Messina n. 3356 of 25 March 1941; 

c) dispatch of the Office of General Staff of the Navy n. 17114 of the 2 April 1941. 


50) PREVENTIVE OPERATIONS (SOUNDINGS, SWEEPING, A. S. MOPPING-UP, AERIAL 

RECOGNITION) 

a) the anchoring of the explosive and tearing buoys, let alone of the luminous buoys, 
demanded a preventive regulation of the devices and this in its turn could be facilitated from a 
acquaintance of the depth more exact than that one supplied from the nautical papers in relation to 
the entity of same depths (1). 

Supermarina arranged therefore that the zone of before the draft of the obstruction "S" 
was preventively sounded with the employment of the most precise apparatuses in service, 
assigning to such Operation the hydrographical ship Cariddi. It left from Trapani the evening of 
14 April; but because of the high sea had to shelter near the island of Marettimo and finally to 
return to Trapani. The conditions 


(1) the depths indicated from the nautical papers corresponded - and still in several zones 
they correspond - to measurements carried out in past, with by hand sounds or mechanics whose 
indications were precise to limited depths and lost precision with the increase of the same depth. 
After the first world war came in use acoustics sounds, sonorous and ultrasound, that they supply 
the most exact indications to any depth. The usefulness of these new soundings assumed great 
importance especially for the increased maximum depth reached by the submarines and the 
mooring of the mines, 
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of the improved weather, but it was by now too much late in order to introduce in time results of 
the fathoms; it had therefore to give up, reserving itself to make to execute sounds from the same 
unit that would have put down the arms, regulating these at the last moment based on the 
indications of same soundings. 

b) In order to make itself sure of the absence of enemy mines Supermarina decided that 
from Trapani three minesweeper carry our preventive dredging before rests of each draft of the 1“ 
line. 

The dredging was executed regularly and both times with result negative. 

c) The torpedo boats Circe and Calliope executed antisubmarine mopping-up in the night 
previous to the put down of the first draft (20 April). 

An analogous operation was completed in the night previous to the puts down of the 
second draft, by the TBs Dezza and Schiaffino. 

d) For the exploration and aerial protection Supermarina addressed to Superaereo with 
dispatch in dated 17 April from which clear as much follows: 

"Given the importance of the mission, both at sea, and for operations to complete the day 
K + 3 to Augusta, it is requested to dispatch fighter units to find on the sky of the Naval Force on 
the days and hours that follow: 

K Day: from dawn to 10:00 hours (near of Cape Bon specified as to the route). 

Day K + 3: from dawn to 14:00 hours; in the sky of Augusta until 12:00 hours 
approximately, escorting then the Division at sea until 14:00. 

Day K + 4: from dawn to 10:00 hours (near of Cape Bon specified as to the route). 

"It is moreover requested to foreshadow the interested Commands that to defense of the 
units in navigation the 7" Division, where necessary, will demand the participation of fighter 
units through Taranto Navy (for Puglie and Calabria) and Messina Navy (for Sicily) having 
employed wave 63.48 (...) on which the interested fighter units could listen in order to intercept 
the call and to predispose the participation in waited for of the demand for the interested Maritime 
Commands. 
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"Such eventual demands regard particularly: 

Day K + 1: for navigation from Taranto towards Messina. 

Day K + 2: for navigation from Cape Bon to Messina. 

Day K + 3: for navigation from Augusta to the North coast of Sicily. 
Day K + 4: to navigation of return from Cape Bon. 


51) OPERATIONS ORDER FOR THE PUTS DOWN OF THE FIRST DRAFT 

The Commander of the 7” Naval Division (A. D. Ferdinando Casardi on Eugene di 
Savoia) emanated two operations orders succeeding, for each draft of the 1“ route, first (n. 45) on 
27 March and second (n. 47) on 16 April 1941. The units destined to participate to the twofold 
operation were: 


Cruisers: Eugene di Savoia (C. V. Lubrano) 
Montecuccoli (C. V. Solari) 
Duca of Aosta (C. V. Rogadeo) 
Attendolo (C. V. Conti) 
Destroyer: 
15" squadron: Pigafetta (C. v. Mezzadra) 
Zeno (C. F. Piscicelli) 
Da Mosto (C. F. Ollandini) 
Da Verazzano (C. F. Avelardi) 
16" squadron: Da Recco (C. V. Muffone) 
Pessagno (C. F. Scammacca) 
of which, as we have already seen in the directives of Supermarina, Da Mosto and Da 
Verazzano were assigns to the rests of the mines; the others to the escort. 
We transcribe the more important parts of the operations order n. 45 relative to the rests 
of the first draft 
(omission: distribution - addresses) 
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"Date of execution of the order: day K less 2, 

"Situation: 

a) It makes reserve to communicate the situation of the enemy naval forces in the 
interested zone for the operations of the day K less 2. 

b) it makes reserve to communicate the aerial situation and forecast of the national naval 
forces of surface and underwater and national forecasts and interested allied the development of 
the operation 

"Goal: It rests of the first feature of the route n. 1 of the obstruction "S". 

"Dispositions: 

For Cruisers and DDs: 

a) At 21:00 hours of the day "K less 2" the boarding of the mines is begun as indicated in the 
boarding plan. 

The boarding will have to be completed before 04:00 hours of the day "K less 1" 

b) Units ready to move: 

16" DD squadron: from 03:30 hours of "K less 1". 

Cruisers and 15" squadron: from 04:00 of "K less 1" 

It will be exited in the order: 

- DDs of the 16" squadron 

- DDs of the 15" squadron 

- Eugene - Montecuccoli - Aosta - Attendolo. 

Passage outer obstructions at 05:30 hours. 

Speed 6 knots until the point 2300 m. per 243° from the Beacon of S. Vito. 

c) From point Al route 165° - speed 20 knots. 

The routes indicated in the envelope "P" will be therefore contents that is sealed (leave: to 
open in navigation). 

Disposition of march: 

- from dawn to the evening twilight: Cruisers online of row. DDs of the 16™ squadron in 
close escort to the right. DD Pigafetta 
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and Zeno in close escort on the left. DDs Da Mosto and Da Verazzano in lateral escort to right 
and left 

- from the evening twilight to dawn: Cruisers online of row. DDs of the 16" squadron, 
DDs Pigafetta, and Zeno in nocturnal advanced escort. DDs Da Mosto and Da Verazzano in 
nocturnal rear escort. 

d) In the first hours of the morning of "K" it will be executed put down of the mines. To 
signal "OZ" the units will form online of row in the order: Da Mosto - Eugene - Montecuccoli - 
Aosta - Attendolo - Da Verazzano. Distance of the DD 300 meters, the Cruisers 500 meters. 
Therefore the maneuver will be executed summoned in order to assume the line of front in the 
indicated order. 

The 16" squadron and the DDs Pigafetta and Zeno will assume the forward and lateral 
escort of the units that execute the put down the (zig-zaging). 

The rests of the arms will be executed in the following way: 

Row A (Da Mosto) - constituted from 122 buoys. 

Row B (Eugene) - constituted from 124 buoys. 

Row C (Montecuccoli) - constituted from 75 antenna mines, distance 100 m. for the 
length of miles 4, and another 37 antenna mines, distance 200 m. for a length of miles 4. 

Row D (Aosta) - as row C. 

Row E (Attendolo) - as row B. 

Row F (Da Verazzano) - as row A. 

Interval: between rows A and row B 200 meters; 


c 7 B" " €300 ” 
‘: " Cc" " D300 Be 
" " D" " E300 ie 
" : E" " F200 a 


The tearing buoys of the row A will have to be put down stagger regarding the explosive 
buoys of the row B. Analogically for the rows E and F. 

The antenna mines of the rows C and those of the D row will have to be stagger between 
them. 

The antenna mines of the B row, C, D, E will have to be stagger between them. 
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Total length: miles 8 for the rows B, C, D, E; miles the 4 for the rows A and F. 

Regulation of all arms meters 3. 

Formation during put down: line of ahead in the order already said. Distance between the 
units equal to the intervals between the rows. 

Speed during put down 14 knots. 

The extreme South will be marked by a buoy near which will park an unit having aloft 
flag 1. 

The DDs Da Mosto and Da Verazzano, completing put down, will increase to 18 knots 
gradually and turn 30° to the outside then they will take position of lateral escort. 

The Cruisers soon after the last arm, will berth a luminous buoy in order to mark the 
extreme North of the put down row. 

e) Executed it put down the units gather at point "R" (marked in the diagram contained in 
envelope "F") and will exactly assume the diurnal deployment of march as indicated in letter c. 

f) To the order, Da Mosto and Da Verazzano come out of formation and will direct for 
Trapani where they will be moored and re-supplied remaining ready to move in three hours in 
wait of orders. 

g) To the order, Aosta and Attendolo, escorted by the Da Recco and Pessagno will direct 
in order to enter Messina where they will be moored, re-supply and will remain ready in three 
hours in wait of orders. 

Eugene and Montecuccoli, escorted from Pigafetta and Zeno, will direct for Augusta (...). 
the re-supplied units and will keep themselves ready in three hours in wait of orders. The DDs 
will hold with boiler pressurized for security service. 

h) In case of enemy attacks when the units have mines onboard: 

- From part of airplane or submarines or torpedo boats (of night): the principle 
dispositions will be applied. 

- Departure of surface forces: the formation will withdraw, according to the cases, on 
Taranto, Messina, Augusta, Palermo, Tripoli, Cagliari, Pantelleria. The DDs of the 16" squadron 
will carry itself in opportune position in order to spread on the threatened side a fog curtain. 

The orders for jettison will be given for the mines into the sea. 
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1) In case of encounter with surface forces after executed put down: the Division will 
attack less or not, according to their entity. 

1) Points of reunion: for hours 07LO0 of the "K" day(...) 

m) For the airplane embarked: 

They are held ready to - the catapult in half hour from the order during the diurnal hours; 
in a quarter of hour from the 07:30 to 12:00 of the day "K" 

... (omission: several demands to Taranto Navy, Trapani, Messina, Augusta for harbor 
services and signaling; instructions to the units for the communications). 


COMMANDER OF THE 7'@ NAVAL DIVISION 
Admiral 
Ferdinando Casardi 


52) THE OPERATIONS ORDER FOR PUTTING DOWN OFTHE SECOND DRAFT 

Of this operation transcribed order only the regarding the put down part; for all the rest 
the order is much similar to the previous one and is traced on it. 

(omissis) 

"At the signal " OZ "the units will be formed online of row in the order: Da Mosto - Da 
Verazzano - Eugene - Montecuccoli - Aosta - Attendolo. Distance of the DD meters 300, the 
Cruisers meters 500. Therefore they will execute the summoned maneuver (...) in order to assume 
the line of ahead in the indicated order 

"The 16" squadron and the Ct Pigafetta and Zeno will assume the forward and lateral 
escort of the units that execute the put down (zig-zaging). 

"The putting down will be executed in the following way: 

- Row G (Da Mosto) constituted by 82 At mines - distance 150 meters - length of the line 
6.6 miles. 

- Row H (Da Verazzano) like row G. 
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- Row I (Eugene): constituted from a first feature of 82 At mines, length 6.6 miles - 
distance meters 150, and a second feature of 62 At (in extension of the first one), distance meters 
200, length miles 6.6. 

- Row L (Montecuccoli): constituted from a first feature (that has beginning to the end of 
the first feature of the line 1) of 62 At - distance meters 200, length 6.6 miles, and a second feature 
(in extension of the first one) of 82 At - distance 150 meters, length miles 6,6. 

- Row M (Aosta): like row L. 

- Row N (Attendolo): like row L. 

"Interval between the rows meters 300; 

Arms staggered between the various rows. 

Regulation 3 meters. 

"Formation during put down: line of ahead, distance meters 300. Speed during put down: 
14 knots, 

"To the extreme South of the draft of obstruction to rest will park a unit having flag 2 
aloft. 

The moment of beginning of the rests of the rows G H I will be indicated from Eugene 
lowering the "Omega" flag. The signal will be repeated in order to mark the beginning of rests of 
the rows L MN. 

"Completed put down the DD Da Mosto and Da Verazzano they will increase to 18 knots 
and they turn 30° on the left in order carrying themselves in position of lateral escort. 

The Cruisers soon after the last arm is berthed one luminous buoy in order to mark the 
extreme North of the put down row 

(omission) 
COMMANDER OF THE 7" NAVAL DIVISION 
Admiral 
Ferdinando Casardi 


53) EXECUTION OF THE LOSS OF THE RESTS OF THE FIRST HALF BY THE TB 
"SCHIAFFINO" 
The report of Admiral Casardi on rests of the first half of obstruction "S" in two 
shipments, 20 and 24 April 1941, is herein continuation the entire transcript, first of all because 
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one refers to first a series of similar operations whose reports we will have necessarily to 
reassume (and that is worth also for the operations orders, as of the rest we have made for the 
obstructions of 1940). But we want also to draw the attention of the reader on this report that is 
opportune to transcribe in its entirely also for its intrinsic interest. 

Complex and laborious operation; lucky, in how much lead could to fulfillment without 
enemy attack (in those days the English Navy was mainly engaged in other fields), but in which 
the units were put to test, relatively to numerous war contingencies and connected difficulties: 
encounter with national unit with collision danger; sight and destruction of drifting mines; sights 
of submarines, with consequent maneuver and hunting; sights of enemy or presumed airplane, 
with consequent maneuver; loss of one torpedo boat, outside of the operating Force in the 
operation but engaged, and consequent participation for aid; finally, nautical difficulties due to 
bad visibility and to lacked operation the beacons. 

To this consideration of facts we must add that relative to the engagement that the 
twofold operation has demanded the personnel, from the 20:00 of the 18" to the 13:00 of 25 
April, with a single day of rest in the interval between the two shipments. 

Operation directed with much skill, and lead from all, commanders and followers, with 
much ability. 

Here therefore the report of Admiral Casari: 

COMMANDER 7" NAVAL DIVISION 
R. Incr. Eugene di Savoia 

Aboard 16 May 1941 

PROT. N. 218S RP 

to SUPERMARINA 

Through the Littorio for the Fleet 

"1. - The rests of the first half of obstruction "S" has been executed, like decided from the 
directives of which dispatch of Supermarina n. 5300 in dated 22 March, in two features, the first 
one of which has been put down the 20 April, the second on 24 April. 
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The following units have participated: Eugene - Aosta - Montecuccoli - Attendolo - Da 
Mosto - Da Verazzano, escorted by the DD Da Recco - Pessagno - Pigafetta - Zeno. 


"2. - The rests of the first half. 

Day 18 April from 20:00 to 24:00 units Eugene and Aosta moored at the dock of Porta 
Ponente, Attendolo moored in the B pen of the Mar Piccolo, Montecuccoli, Da Mosto and Da 
Verazzano moored to the Sussistenza dock, have boarded the arms previewed from the boarding 
plan. They have employed the cranes of the ships and of the DDs. For reserve it had been studied 
the possibility to employ the cargo trees of the Cruisers and have been held ready a wooden 
barge. 

At 00:00 hours of the 19" all units had completed the boarding. 

At 02:50 hours the Division has begun the maneuver in order to exit from the port. At 
03:55 hours the flagship, preceded by the DDs of the escort (Da Recco, Pessagno, Pigafetta and 
Zeno), have crossed the outer obstructions. 

The boarding of the mines and the passage of the navigation channel could therefore have 
been are executed so as to escape to the vigilance of eventual land observatories. 

During transfer navigation they have been adopts the following provisions in order to try 
to avoid the discovery from part of enemy aircraft: 

- the chosen routes to wide of the coasts; 

- concealment of the mines in covered with lash camouflage with white strips; 

- careful cure in order to avoid smoke productions. 

There have not been enemy aerial sights. 

In vicinity of the Strait of Messina I have made to execute zigzagging. 


"3). - During the passage of the Straights the Semaphore of San Ranieri has transmitted, as 
previous agreed, the forecasts movement national ship on the routes to North of Sicily and the last 
weather report. 
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At 03:50 of the 20" the Division being to the west of Trapani, sighted a oil tanker with 
route to the North, sailing without escort and to darkened lights. I thought was be a matter of the 
Ramb III whose encounter had been pre-announced. In truth the unit, than from ulterior 
information it would turn out effectively to be an oil tanker, after to have passed along the 
Cruisers it turned on the left passing between the Da Mosto and Da Verazzano (in nocturnal rear 
escort) obligating this last DD to execute a emergency maneuver in order to avoid a crash. 


"4. - At 06:00 still not having sighted the light of Cape Bon (that turned out extinguished) 
Ihave reduced to 14 kts. 

The last observed point had been made at 23:30 not being seen, probably because of the 
haze, the beacon of Marettimo. 

Given the weather from sirocco, with dense low haze, it was from previewing a dawn 
with limited visibility. Therefore I have decided to continue to reduced speed delaying the 
beginning of the operations of rests until when it was not possible to proceed to the 
acknowledgment of the coast. 

At 06:27 hours I have increased of speed (18 knots) and at 06:52 I have begun the 
maneuver in order to arrange the units participants to rests online of abreast, distance 300 meters 
for the Cruisers, 200 meters for the DDs, on established route 


"5. - At 07:07 have begun put down of the obstruction... 

The operation, duration 33 minutes, have succeeded in satisfactory way. 

The units have launch all the arms, except Eugene, that it has suspended the launch when 
still had to edge 17 antenna mines, at the request of commander Pahl of German Navy, I think as 
a result of the number important of mine explosions as soon as activated. They have been in fact 
counted 22 explosions. 

Arms remaining have been seen exposed. 

The operation has been completed at 07:41; the four Cruisers have launch to end 4 
luminous buoys supplied from Marisub Taranto in order to indicate the extreme North of the put 
down row. The buoy of Eugene has been launch with a delayed light and therefore it has turned 
out moved towards the North of approximately 100 meters. 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


Given the distance and the bad visibility I think that observatories on the coast, also 
noticing the ships, could not have become aware of the operation that they were executing. The 
22 explosions take place later on and that sure they are not missed for the height of the water 
column raised, it is by the explosion wave that has been sure felt on the full of rocks features of 
the coast, must but to have indicated that was executing itself put down of one obstruction 


"6. - At 06:20 has arrived in the sky of the Division a seaplane from the r.m. that it has 
begun soon the a.s. escort service; they have not been sighted the fighter aircrafts. From oral 
information supplied from Messina Navy it would turn out that the fighter aircrafts of Pantelleria 
are not rises in flight because of strong haze 


"7. - Completed the operations of rest, at 07:52 turn in order to return. 

At 09:25 Da Mosto (position C on the right) sights a drifting mine (Lat. 37°41' long. 11° 
34") and moves in order to sink it. It shoots 576 cartridges from the 13.2. 

At 09:51 the Pessagno (position A to the right) raises a green flag; it turns to the right and 
begins soon after the launch of D.Cs. I immediately order turn of urgency of 50° on the left for all 
the units and when I think to have come sufficiently removed I resume the primary route. 

The Pessagno alone executes the action against the smg being still far away the Da 
Mosto, remained behind in order to sink the sighted mine. I enclose the report of the Pessagno. 
The unit has launched altogether 8 DC. of 100 Kg. and 5 of 50 Kg. 

At 10:35 the Pigafetta (B position on the left) it has sighted a wake of torpedo raises red 
flag and in it turn beginning the maneuver of attack against smg aided by the Zeno (position A). I 
order to execute turn of urgency to the right and therefore I resume the primary route. 

I enclose the report of the Pigafetta. 

The Pigafetta has launch 4 DCs of 100 Kg. and 5 of 50 Kg.;the Zeno 4 of 50 Kg. 

After the launch of the seventh bomb the Pigafetta note a wide naphtha slick. It thinks 
that 3 bombs have not exploded. 
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Neither in this case, nor in those previous airplane of escort they have signaled to have 
sighted the smg or have taken part to the hunting carried out by the DDs. 

In order to compensate the lessening of escort deriving from the removal of three DDs I 
order to the units begin zigzagging. 


"8. - At 10:50 I order the Da Mosto and Da Verazzano to go to Trapani, following the 
instructions you gave me. 

In order to avoid the reassuming transmission via r t. the long coded message of the 
development of the operation, I transmit the text to Da Mosto ordering it to forward it via wire on 
arrival at Trapani. In this way the relative r.t transmissions. on rest of the obstruction have been 
limited to a single conventional short message whose forward has been intentionally delayed until 
when the units are near to the height of Marettimo, in order rendering its decryption difficult even 
if associated to surveys r g. 

Just the 19:42 received message 65296 to direct with all the units for Messina. 

The mooring happens between the 22:00 and 00:30. 


"9. - Pause at Messina - Augusta - Trapani. 

The morning of the 21" the Eugene disembarks on a lighter of Messina Navy the 17 
surplus mines. 

At 14:00 of the 22™ the Eugene and Montecuccoli escorted by the Pigafetta and Zeno 
leave Messina directing for Augusta. 

At 17:50 units they enter Augusta mooring themselves (...). 

As a result of the information that an enemy airplane would have sighted the group 
during the transfer, I order them to assume the correspondent order of pre-alarm. 

At 20:00 the lighters reach under the edge and the boarding of the arms is begun 
according to the plan of boarding predisposed from Augusta Navy. Every unit embarks 144 
antenna mines. At 24:00 the operation of boarding has ended. 


"10 - At 21:00 the Aosta at Messina embarks the 17 antenna mines disembarked that 
morning by the Eugene. 

At 00:15 the group Aosta - Attendolo escorted by the Da Recco and Pessagno exits from 
Messina and directs for Augusta where it enters at 
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05:00 of 23 April. The boarding operations have soon beginning that are continued until 10:30 
because of damage to the cranes of the Attendolo. 


"11. - the DDs Da Mosto and Da Verazzano at Trapani, moored to the buoys, begins at 
08:10 of the 23" the boarding of 82 mines each. They spread a netting on the right side of the in 
order to hide carrying out of the operation to observatories in city. The boarding had to be 
executed twice for deficiency of lighters and has been completed at 15:00. 


"12. - The rests of the second feature. 

At 11:20 of the 23 April Eugenio, Montecuccoli, Aosta, Attendolo, escorted by the a 
Recco, Pessagno, Pigafetta, Zeno leave Augusta directing for the Strait of Messina and therefore 
for the zone of resting. 

During the first feature of navigation they have had the c.a. protection of fighter aircraft 
and for all diurnal navigation the a.s. escortof the apparatuses from the r m.. 

The navigation has been lead with the criteria enunciated in paragraph 2. It does not turn 
out that the Division was sighted from enemy airplane. 

At 05:00 of the 24" the DD Da Mosto and Da Verazzano, leave at 23:25 from Trapani, 
catch up with the Division. 

In order to avoid every possibility of misunderstandings it had been decided that the 
meeting happened to catch up and that the DDs, at sight of the mast light of the last unit, 
informed with short wave radio-signal of their presence before approaching. 


"13. - At 04:27, thinking of arriving in proximity of the zone of rests and not having seen 
neither the TB Schiaffino (that it had to attend with the way light ignited) of the luminous buoy 
(than according to an intercepted message the previous evening, said unit had put down in 
proximity of the North head of the first feature having found the other buoys extinguished) 
decides to a wait the better visibility and allows a more exact determination of its position. The 
only visible beacon is that one of Cape Bon. 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


At 05:50 still not having sighted the Schiaffino I order the ignition the floodlight. I 
observe that the Schiaffino is not in the previewed position and does not have the way light 
ignited. The explanation of much of the above comes to me supplied from the same Schiaffino 
that informs at once that the buoy he posted the previous evening has been extinguished and been 
therefore lost from sight. While (06:24 hours) arrive eight fighter aircrafts that maintain on the 
sky of the Naval Force for the entire duration of the operations of rest. At 06:37 the Pigafetta and 
subsequently at 08:27 the Zeno sights two drifting mines that the Zeno sinks with machinegun 
fire. 

At 05:52 the visibility being improved I can begin the maneuver in order to assume the 
formation previewed in opportune position for being able to begin the put down. While the TB 
Schiaffino directs for the North head of the first feature and at 07:06 it informs of being in 
proximity of the buoys. I can therefore order to beginning of the put down. 

The maneuver in order to assume the line to front at a close distance and the operations of 
rests begun at 07:34 and completed at 09:00 (total duration approximately 86 minutes) is carried 
out regularly. All the units have maintained with great exactitude regarding their orderly position 
and have executed without disadvantages the launch of their arms (...). 


"14. - At 07:48, approximately 14 minutes after the beginning of the operations, I order 
transmitted to the Schiaffino freedom of maneuver its presence not being necessary any more in 
order to indicate the position of the first feature. At 07:51 the Schiaffino indicated to have 
received the signal. 

At 07:54 the person in charge to annotate the eventual explosions of mines perceives that 
beside the Schiaffino a high water column has been noticed (seems first white then black and 
more low) and the TB is sinking. The unit appears strongly listing on the right side; it has the 
stern raised and it is oriented with bow to the Sirocco; its position corresponds to that of the 
Northern extreme of the first feature of the obstruction. The unit sinks in approximately three 
minutes. 

I formulate the following hypotheses: 

- presence of an enemy obstruction in vicinity of the buoys I do not judge probable given 
the preventive sweeping 
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in fact to execute by Messina Navy, the vigilance exercised on the zone, and the fact that the 
same Schiaffino long has entertained the evening of the 23", during the night and the morning of 
the 24" in proximity of the buoys. 

- a drifting mine: it is possible, but the effects of the explosion seem remarkable too 
much. 

- submarine attack: does not seem probable, for the presence of the first feature of the 
obstruction and for the vigilance exercised during the night 

- that the Schiaffino it has provoked the explosion of one of the mines of the first feature 
after an appreciation or maneuver error. I judge this more reliable hypothesis and I decide 
therefore to: 

a) to demand from Navy Trapani the participation of an airplane of aid in the hope that 
can land near the shipwrecked also in the case that was found in the minefield; 

b) to send in aid a DD with a doctor, giving instructions that guarantee it safety. I choose 
the Zeno, who has lingered to sink the sighted mine it is also the closest to the zone of the 
incident. I order, being assured that she is in possession of the relative elements to rests of the 
first feature of obstruction, not to approach less than 2000 meters from the minefield; not sending 
boats within this, and to leave all the lifebelts in the zone: this because the characteristic 
particular of the put down arms render the transit dangerous through the minefield also to simple 
boats. I think that in spite of these limitations the work of the DD can be useful for the collection 
of the shipwrecked that drift outside of the dangerous zone, given the wind and the sea from the 
South 

"15. — Complete the operations give freedom of maneuver to the Montecuccoli whos 
escort is given by the Da Recco and Pessagno direct for return to La Spezia dispositions. The 
other units undertake return navigation. 

At 09:49 the Aosta having sighted towards the east a airplane low on the horizon, of type 
not specified, has marked "enemy airplane in sight”. 
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The sight has been made also from other units. I order the spreading out. But soon after, 
the airplane removed itself, I order to resume the march formation. Probable it was be a matter of 
an enemy reconnaissance aircraft, as soon as gone away having sighted the fighter aircrafts in 
flight. 

The escort being reduced "because of the absence of the Zeno I make to execute 
zigzagging in the zone to the east of Cape Lilibeo in which it has been marked the sight of a 
submarine. 

For the same reason I make to move the march director so as to pass at a distance of at 
least 10 miles from the sight point. 

In proximity of the sight point I make to throw 4 DCs with intimation goal from the Da 
Mosto. 


"16. - To the 11:51, still not having received any communication from the Zeno, I invite 
the news, and being delivered to me as 11:54 the text in luminosity of the message n. 45173 of 
Supermarina that prescribes me to jeopardize in any way my DD, I order to the Zeno, by means of 
the r.s., to catch up to the formation at once leaving on the place the Carley rafts and the 
lifejackets. In effects the Zeno had, at 11:23, already supplied to the rescue of all the sighted 
crewmen (36 persons) and directed for Trapani having the serious wounded aboard. The message 
with which it reported the development of the operations and asked the authorization to stop at 
Trapani has reached via radio at 12:35. [have informed Supermarina of much of the above with 
message n. 12349. 


"17. - navigation has continued regularly until 10:00 of 25 April when, being in accord of 
the appraisal in proximity of the point Al of Taranto and not having sighted any point 
conspicuous of the coast because of the driven in haze, I have had to invert the route and to await 
the arrival of the boat pilot. 

At 13:00 units are moored at Taranto. 


"18. - Observations. 

a) The two operations have been carried out regularly, according to the prearranged 
plans. 

The commanders of the Cruisers and the DDs have executed very well the relative 
maneuvers assuming with promptness the line 
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to front in locked formation (distance 300 or 200 meters) of six unit, and maintaining it with 
precision during all the period of rests. 

The crews, that they have totally known the importance of the missions, have put all the 
their engagement. In particular to be lavished on the specialized staff, in tightened collaboration 
with that one of an allied Navy. 

b) [have reported with particular relationship on the elements collected via the position 
of the TB Schiaffino upon sinking and the causes that can be determined. 

The commander of the Zeno has acquitted very well the difficult task assigned to him. 
The crew of said unit and in particular the staff who has manned the rescue launch has 
demonstrated in this painful circumstance great impulse, scorn of the danger, high camaraderie 
sense. 

c) It is not possible to express a judgment founded on the outcome of the two sets in 
action against the submarine carried out on 20 April, by the DDs Pigafetta and Zeno, and from 
the Pessagno. From the collected elements he must himself be thought that in both the cases the 
enemy unit has been at least strongly damaged. 

The reaction from part of the sighting units has been ready, decided and lead with 
impulse and skill. The maneuver of the escorting units and the other units of escort, in compliance 
with prescribed as much from the "Norms of principle for the employment of the Naval Fleet”, 
has been effective and has been executed with rapidity and safety. 

d) The presence of fighter aircrafts on the sky of the units at Augusta and the morning of 
the 24" has been demonstrated effective. It is probable that to most if the Naval Force has not 
been object of attacks from part of enemy airplane during navigation of return the morning of the 
24" after a probable sight from part of an enemy reconnaissance aircraft. 

The marine reconnaissance planes have acquitted their task, circling during long hours, in 
a praiseworthy way. 


The COMMANDER OF THE 7" NAVAL DIVISION 


Admiral 
Ferdinando Casardi 
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APPENDIX N. 1 TO CHAPTER XI 
SUPERMARINA 
23 March 1941 
N.5352 
to Navy - Messina 


SUBJECT: The Sweeping of obstructions 4AN - 5 AN bis 


In relation to rest of the obstruction "S" for which they have been given the directives 
with the dispatch n. 5300 in dated 22™ c. m., in order to facilitate the national traffic between 
Marettimo and Ras el Mustafa, need to dredge obstructions 4AN and 5 AN bis. 

The sweeping operations must be begun very soon. It is asked therefore to decide that the 
minesweeper squadron, of recent constituted at Trapani for special requirements, beginnings As 
soon as feasible the above operation. The dictated squadron will possibly have Pantelleria as 
point of support where that M.M. Command will organize if of the case with local means and by 
means of fishings boat some possibilities of supply. 

The sweeping will have to be begun from the ends of west towards the east, giving the 
precedence to the obstruction 5 AN bis. The spheres will have to be retrieved and deposited at 
Pantelleria for the successive forwarding to Trapani with more favorable means. 

I moreover asked to decide for irregular aerial vigilance of the interested zone. 

I remain in wait to know the forecasts for the development of the operation. 


p. THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF 


I. Campioni 
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APPENDIX N.2 TO CHAPTER XI 


INDEPENDENT NAVAL COMMAND OF SICILY AND THE NAVAL BASE OF MESSINA - 
REGGIO CALABRIA 


N. 3356 
to Supermarina and, 
for information: 
Navy Trapani 
Navy Pantelleria 
SUBJECT: Sweeping of obstructions 4AN - 5 AN bis 


I refer to dispatch 5352 in dated 23™ current with which it was ordered to proceed to the 
removal of obstructions 4 AN and 5 AN bis, employing to the goal the Squadron with four units 
that have been prepared at Trapani. 

Held account of the arms that have been retrieved from the two obstructions and just 4 
mines of obstruction 4 AN and 14 of 5 AN bis, but the number ignore of the mines gone drifting 
or however sunk without being able some to find the matriculations, these two obstructions 
comprise round approximately 370 mines. 

The recent experience of the sweeping begun of obstruction L K under the direction of 
Lieutenant commander Buscaglia, for the frequency not only bad weather but also of the agitated 
sea that renders the sweeping difficult or impossible, has demonstrated that in a working day the 
mine dredged have not exceeded the number eight and some day has been reduced to two or three 
weapons. 

The good season towards which encounter is gone allows to preview that the medium 
number of the arms swept will climb; but obviously the job of recovery and sweeping of both 
obstructions 4 AN and 5 AN bis will demand several months for the few hours that in one day 
remain available in order to go to Pantelleria 
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on the place of the job (approximately miles 26) in order to cover which the minesweeper will 
employ 4 hours for going and 4 in order to return. 

For the Squadron of Lampedusa that it executes the sweeping of L K has been necessary 
to add to them three motor fishing vessels B type (inshore sweep) in order to supply to the 
recovery of the swept mines in order not to remove the minesweepers from their job. Equal 
allocation of other motor fishing vessels will have is made for the Squadron that will have to 
sweep 4 AN and the 5 AN bis. 

It is not from thinking about being able to leave located at Trapani the squadron because 
the distance from Trapani to the obstructions is in average 80 miles. Such squadron will have to 
be forcibly located at Pantelleria where will be necessary to create refueling supplies; also at 
Pantelleria as well as Lampedusa encounter to difficulty of the water supply will be gone no 
existing duct. 

It will not be able to be expected that such squadron is continuously in sea and therefore 
if this sweeping will have to be made with solicitude it is necessary to use two squadrons in order 
to grant an just rest to the staff or in order to execute the necessary maintenances to the units that 
frequently will have need of work for which it will be necessary to send them to Trapani in order 
to execute them. 

It will be finally necessary to authorize the units of the dredging to shelter in the 
anchorage of Ras el Mustafa and other anchorages of Tunisia if adverse conditions of the weather 
do not allow to the same units to return to Pantelleria. 


Concluding it is proposed: 

a) to use another two squadrons of minesweeper of the area for the dredging both for 
obstruction L K and for 4 AN and 5 AN bis; 

b) to use 4 motor fishing vessels of the inshore sweep after each of the two groups of 
minesweepers (Lampedusa and Pantelleria) in order to assist the recovery and transport of the 
swept mines. 

Since with the minesweeper withdrawals that have been ordered from the several bases of 
Sicily for being sent to other centers all the groups of minesweeping of the employed centers are 
remained loses and it has been forced to renounce the sweeping of some routes (the least 
important) and to execute the dredging with reduced squadrons 
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to only two unit, it is asked to arrange the shipment, beyond to the units necessary in order to 
form the squadrons of the reserve for Lampedusa and Pantelleria, n. 5 units of ocean sweep and n. 
1 unit of inshore sweep, so that the squadrons employed in the center have at least 3 units each. 
But in case that it means to use squadrons of the reserve for Lampedusa and Pantelleria 

the 12 squadrons in formation at Messina and Porto Empedocle, to disposition of Maristat, the 
shipment would have to be limited to only the above specified units. 

ADMIRAL 

Commander 

Pietro Barone 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


APPENDIX. N 3 To CHAPTER XI 
THE OFFICE OF GENERAL STAFF Of THE NAVY 
2 April 1941 
N. 17114 
to Navy - Messina 
SUBJECT: Dredging obstructions 4AN - 5 AN bis 


With reference to sheet n. 3356 dated 25 March last directed to Supermarina. 

In consideration of shown how much with the sheet to which it is answered, it is 
authorized: 

a) to employ, until new orders, for the sweeping of the obstructions the 4 AN - 5 AN bis 
and L K two squadrons in formation to Port Empedocle and Messina; 

b) to locate the said squadrons and the two squadrons previously previewed at Pantelleria 
and Lampedusa; 

c) to constitute at Pantelleria and Lampedusa the necessary supplies of the refueling 
showing in this U.S.M the eventual deficiencies to which that Command could not supply with 
own means; 

d) to assign to the two squadrons that will have to execute the sweeping of obstructions 4 
AN and 5 AN bis n. 3 sweeping units of the inshore operation. 

Are not allowed to the minesweeper in the Channel of Sicily to make use or not of the 
anchorages of Tunisia when they are forced from exceptional conditions of the weather. 

For the absolute lack of high seas unit it is not possible to replace the units of such type 
captured from the employed centers with similar units; such units instead will be replaced with as 
many of the inshore sweep, and just from those (7) recently 
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come back from Libya and currently to Taranto for restoration work, and they are: 


B 40 

B 189 
B 329 
B 431 
B 102 
B 327 
B 376 


De Pinedo 

Pinzon Martino 
San Michele 
Corradino 
Elisabetta Maria 
Ettore Fieramosca 

Nuova Annunziata 


It has been given dispositions because the work being necessary to said unit are lead with 
the maximum possible promptness. 

That M.M. Commander asks to take direct agreements with Taranto Navy for the prompt 
transfer of the above indicated units to Sicily. 

It makes reservoir to assign to that MM. Commander other suitable units to the inshore 
sweep currently in the yards at Livorno. 


p. The CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF 
I Campioni 
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CHAPTER XII 
DEFENSIVE OBSTRUCTIONS IN GREECE 
AND DALMATIA AFTER THE OCCUPATION 


54 - In Greece 
55 - In the Dalmatians 
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54) IN GREECE 

To the armistice of Athens of the 30 April 1941 followed, between us and the Germans, 
somewhat laborious negotiations visa via the jurisdictions and the commands. Their history is 
stranger to the tasks of the present volume and passes of course to say that they were concluded in 
the following terms: German Navy would have maintained the control on the Aegean with the 
exception of the waters of the Dodecanese that remained under the control of the Government of 
that Colony; the Italian Navy would have extended its naval jurisdiction and control to the 
western zone of the meridian of Corinth, but maintaining units also in the Aegean for being able 
to co-operate with the German Command in the defense of the traffic, the antisubmarine hunting 
and the communications between the islands. Italian troops would have garrisoned the Cicladi. 

From these agreements the institution of two Italian Armed forces high commands 
derived: the Naval Command Group Northern Aegean (Marisudest) with headquarters at Athens; 
and the Military Maritime Command of Western Greece (Marimorea) with headquarters at 
Patrasso. To the first one C. V. Pecori Giraldi was destined that assumed it on 5 May 1941; the 
second entered in function 12 May 1941 and was assumed by the Vice admiral Vittorio Tur, 
commander of Special the Naval Force that had previously supplied to the occupation of the Jonie 
Islands. Who had his flag on the Cr Bari (see. Volume IX)"the defense of the traffic with Albania, 
Greece and the Aegean"). 

As far as the positions of the obstructions of mines laid by the Greek Navy, Marisudest 
and Marimorea of was made to acquaintance from the German Command which to the action of 
the occupation had captured from the Greek Admiralty two officials 
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of high degree that was threatened of serious endorsements in case their information had turned 
out inexact. However, when our Command could have a good acquaintance of the positions of the 
obstructions, relative the naval operations to the occupation of the joniche islands and Morea 
already were advanced and the ships operated previo taken care of sweeping of the established 
routes, that moreover the loss could not avoid in the fatal 21 day of May 1941, for collision 
against mines, of the GB Matteucci, the DD Mirabello and the German cargo vessels Marburg 
and Kybfels (sees CAP XXV and also volume IX page. 95). 

Supermarina arranged that on the whole the Greek obstructions were left in their places, 
previo assessment of their positions and but partial removals of obstructions thought injurious to 
the requirements of our traffic. 

Established our occupation within the month of May 1941, they remained in work the 
following obstructions as they turn out from map n. 14, but of which to we remained no relative 
documents of their composition: 

1) Between island Cefalonia and Cape Dukato. 

2) Between Itaca island and Point Lipso of the Saint Maura island. 

3) From Cape Papas in N W direction. 

4) Between Pleva island and Egina island (Gulf of Athens). 

5) Between Moni island and peninsula of Methana (Gulf of Athens). 

6) Between isolotto Kavaliani (Eubea) and Cape Marine Aghia (Attica). 

7) Between Cape Griva (Channel of Trikiri) and the northern coast of the Eubea. 

8) West of point Panoni (Gulf of Salonicco) (1). 

In November 1941 they were laid by our units: 

-2 AN obstructions and 2 AS obstructions between Cape Colonna and the Zea island; 

-1 AS obstruction in the Channel of Doro. 


(1) They do not figure in map n. 14. 
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CaRTINA N. 15 
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55) INDALMATIA 


The hostilities against the Yugoslavia had begun on 6 April 1941; the 17" of the same 
month came stipulated the armistice, among whose clauses were comprised the notification 
before the 25 April of all the existing mined fields in Yugoslav waters. 

But still before that date the Italian Navy had supplied to institute its Commands at 
Spalato, Sebenico and Teodo (Cattaro). The most elevated than these Commands was the Military 
Maritime Command of the occupied Dalmatia (Maridalmazia), assumed on 20 April 1941 by the 
Admiral Oscar Di Giamberardino, with headquarters at Spalato. 

The Commands began their activity having, of the existing obstructions, a highly 
summarized acquaintance and imprecise; and in such conditions they had to face multiple tasks 
with an immediately greatest scarcity of means. In truth, being lacked nearly "completely a 
reaction from the Yugoslavian side, the Dalmatians islands could be very quickly occupied; but, 
numerous as they were, they gave immediately place to requirements of marine communications 
for which a minimum of safety of the traffic in the inside of the archipelago was prevailed; that is 
to establish the safe routes, to organize of the systematic minesweeping, and to proceed to the 
assessment of the obstructions of existing mines. 

In the zone North of Dalmatia (see map n. 15) that is between the coast and the islands of 
Veglia and Arbe (Channel of Maltempo and Canale of the Morlacca) the position of the 
obstructions was rendered known but the number of the mines could not be known exactly. News 
was had, from sufficiently reliable sources, than the obstructions they had been laid with much 
hard and confused work, that then it was found answering to truth. However, considered the new 
come situation to create itself in Adriatic with our occupation from the eastern coast, such 
obstructions of the North zone were thought superfluous and by removal, that it was entrusted, in 
consideration of the vicinity, to the Maritime Military Command of Pola and to the Naval 
Command of Fiume was arranged. A expedition composed of 22 men with an official was 
engaged in the recognition operation and removing of the mines from the 21 April to 16 July 
1941. It was a long and laborious operation mainly for the lack of means: the expedition could 
arrange 
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only of a motor-sail boat, a motor fishing vessel and some rowing boat requisitioned on site. To 
these difficulties joined those caused from the meteorological conditions that often rendered and 
most dangerous the work of the rowing boats most difficult, while the motor-sail boat and the 
motor fishing vessel had to proceed with much caution because the mines, beyond to being 
disposed in a disordered way, also turned out berthed at a very shallow depth: only a meter or so. 

There were retrieved 80 weapons all ex A.U. type C 15 and nearly all in good conditions 
for being returned to service. 

Other obstructions had been laid by the Yugoslavian Navy for the defense of Sebenico, 
Spalato and Cattaro. About the entire search was executed with naval means as well as airplane. 

The more important and also the best disposed were the obstruction of Cattaro (see map 
n. 16) for which Yugoslav Navy had acquired some hundreds of English mines (BA = British 
Admiralty). At Spalato and Sebenico to had instead been put down nearly all ex A.U type C. 15 
mines. 

After four months of taken care of work of recognition and minesweeping, recovering 
and moving some obstructions, and others modifying them in way to better render some 
practicable passages and best passable the safe routes, at the end of October 1941 the defensives 
obstructions of the zones of Sebenico and Spalato remained as given in map n. 17 

This underwater defensive organization protection well the bases of Sebenico, Spalato 
and Cattaro but left discoveries all the other numerous channels of the Dalmatian archipelago. 

It could have lasted if the situation in this field were remained calm; instead the course of 
the events during the first year of occupation induced, in June 1942, Maridalmazia to propose a 
new organization, which Supermarina immediately approved. 

The events were those related the guerrilla who, begun a first weakly a little after the 
armistice of the 17 April 1941, went then quickly increasing of intensity extending to all the 
territory of the dismembered Yugoslavia, always mainly engaging our forces of occupation, and 
developing themselves in the most complicated way because the Croatians concurred 
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of Pavelic, the rebels of Tito, the Serbian cetnici of general Mihailovic; some in agreement and 
others in contrast with us; all enemies between themselves; and moreover the same Germans, the 
whose politics were in complete discord with ours in the comparisons of the cetnici, and hidden 
favorable one to the Croatians of Pavelic in their contrasts with we because of our occupation of 
the Dalmatia and in their try to constitute a Navy, that to which we were decidedly contrary. 

In this chaotic situation in whose particular are not the task of the present volume to 
penetrate itself, the islands were not immune from the hotbed of rebellion and the possibility that 
these hotbed received aids from the sea was not from excluding itself: not that they were from 
previewing large disembarks on the coasts and the islands; but small disembarks understandings 
to feeding the revolt had to be considered possible, and he was not negligible, with regard to, the 
fact that the Yugoslav submarine Nebojsa escaped capture and had joined to the British naval 
forces. 

Another fact then was in that verified time and demanded analogous provisions to those 
proposals from Maridalmazia. The Germans had put the hands on the deposit of bauxite near 
Mostar (Valle of Narenta) and were organizing the transport of the mineral until the mouth of the 
Narenta in order then starting it via sea to Fiume and Trieste. To mouth of the Narenta to start in 
which the small village of Ploce rises it had been found adapted like boarding port, but you all the 
means had to be prepared. For the transport via sea the Germans asked the Italian Navy to assure 
of the protection with other obstructions of mines. At Ploce a Italian Navy Command was 
instituted that entered in function on 1, July 1942. 

After all, Maridalmazia proposed, in June 1942, to block all the straits or channels of the 
external chain of the islands, to start from the southern extremity of the island of Lussino, being 
rendered possible the transit to the inside of the archipelago in least steps that could rigorously 
only be watch (see map n. 18). 

It was a huge job, that it involved moreover an abundant suppling of mines to the bases of 
Scenico and Teodo (Cattaro). Supermarina, as we have said, approved with the proposal and 
decided for shipment to Sebenico and Teodo of approximately 1800 mines captured at Pola (ex 
A.U. C.15 mines). 
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CARTINA N. 16 
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CartTina N. 17 
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and from Brindisi (mines P 200 and P 125 colonial). It was dealing was, as an extension on map 
n. 18, more than a score passages to block, for a coastal extension of 240 miles (in the 
organization were comprised also some new obstructions between Ragusa and Albania); passages 
of varied width, from that one of 9 miles between the islands of Curzola and Meleda, that it 
demanded the 248 mines, to those of a hundred of meters for which there were enough for only 
two. 

The rests of the 43 obstructions had beginning the 9 July 1942 and finished 18 January 
1943; there were periods of interruption which had bad weather and to the difficulties to make the 
arms arrive always timely, that they had to be sent from Pola and from Brindisi; moreover 
Maridalmazia could not decide that of three minelayers, the Fasana, S. Giorgio and Laurana, and 
these last two could are put at the disposition not constantly. The operations had then to be 
executed with the greatest secrecy allowed by the situation. 

We bring back the directory of the obstructions according to the chronological order of 
being placed: 
Number & 


Date Location type of Arms Minelayer 





between Misirina reef (Zuri island) 


9- 12 July Re Tiyecoena tock 222.C.15_ | Fasana 
rs between Luccogna reef & 25 p200 |Fasana 
Maslignago 
15 Jul between Incoronata isle & Curba 9C 15 S. Giorgio 
y (separated from the reef) 11 C15 , g 
between Curba & Zuri isles Ore: eae 
17 July (separated by-9 reefs) 46C15_ | Fasana 
P y 24C15 |S. Giorgio 
18 July between Zuri isle & Misirina reef} 6C 15 Laurana 
20 July between Premuda isle & Scarda 19C 15 | Fasana 
20 July between Scarda & Isto isles 10C 15 | Fasana 
between Bastiago reef & Isola 
20 luglio Lunga 10C15_ | Fasana 


(Sette Bocche passage) 
20 luglio between Lunga isle & Sferinaz reef| 13°C 15 | Fasana 


20 luglio between Sferinaz reef & Tun 12C15_ | Fasana 
40C15_ | Fasana 
between Asinello isle & Premuda} 60C15_ | Fasana 
(separated by 3 reefs) 13C15 | Laurana 
2C15 Laurana 


27 luglio 

















21/04/2017 











USMM18 
Date Location Rubens Minelayer 
type of Arms 
eee between Solta & Brazza isles 8 p 200 Fasana e 
g between Torcola & Curzola isles 150 p 200 | S. Giorgio 
13 August terraferma - grande Zirona isle 17 P200 S. Giorgio 
between grande Zirona zs 
14 August R piceola Zirona isles 17 p 200 | S. Giorgio 
15 August between Brazza & Lesina isles 40 p 200 a . =: 
Giorgio 
15 August between Lesina & Torcola isles 25 p 200 aa & >: 
Giorgio 
19 August en grande ZitonadeSOlk: «|| —s7p960 iS Giorgio 
aoc: noe oe 100P 125 | ..asana 
Ragosnizza 
(AN ete: IAN obstruction to the SSW di 57 p 200 phate 
IRagusa 
16-21 November | between Curzola & Meleda isles | 248 p 200 Fasana 
25 November oo Meleadaslecosakian 88 p 200 Fasana 
27 November _ |terraferma - Jaklian reef 2BA Fasana 
97 November aie Jaklian reef & Giuppani 3BA Hostay 
97 November between Giuppani isle & isle of BA Haacan 
Mezzo 
# eerie: AN obstruction to the SSE of 60 p 200 Hosen 
Ragusa 
24 December ENED sEeHO Roa Ob 30 P 125 Fasana 
IRagosmzza 
6 Bollo Laurana 
between reef esterni Incoronata 4 Bollo Laurana 
26 December |. 
isola 7 Bollo Laurana 
3 Bollo Laurana 
December IBay of Budua 50 p 125 Fasana 
December IBay of Budua 70 p 125 Fasana 
December IBay of Budua 40 p 125 Fasana 
between Bay of Budua & Antivari| 60C 15 Laurana 
December - 18 |between Bay of Budua & Antivari 60 C 15 Laurana. 
January 1943 |between. Bay of Budua & Antivari] 60 C 15 Laurana 
between Bay of Budua & Antivati.} 60C 15 Laurana 
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To completed system the access to the inner islands of the Dalmatian Archipelago and to 
the ports of the coast was possible only through the following passages: 

- between the island of Lussino and the Asinello island; 

- between the islands Meleda and Lunga (Passo di Sette Bocche, for Zara); 

- between the rock of Meslignago and the mainland near Capocesto (for Sebenico); 

- between the mainland and the islands Zirona great and small Zirona (for Spalato); . 

- between the islands Solta and Brazza passing close to the western extremity of this last 
one (for Spalato); 

- between the islands Melada and Curzola passing close to the extreme east of this last 
one (for the Channel of Sabbioncello and Ploce); 

- between the Kalamota and Mezzo islands (for Gravosa) 
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CHAPTRER XIII 
OBSTRUCTION "T" 
(TRIPOLI) 


56 - Directives - Composition - Preparation 

57 - Operations of 1 May 1941 

58 - The Operations of 3 June 1941 

59 - English Losses on obstruction "T" 

APPENDIX: The canceled rests of obstruction "B" (Benghazi) 
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56) DIRECTIVES - COMPOSITION - PREPARATION 


Was this the first defensive obstruction in which were employed German mines and the 
first obstruction in which were used the so-called "anti-sweeping", that is tearing buoys and 
explosive buoys. Very complex was an operation that the competition of numerous naval units 
demanded and a meticulous predisposition and that came no more repeated in the successively 
placed obstructions of defensives. As we will see, it would have had to repeat it for Benghazi, but 
it had to be canceled; instead it was replaced by the laying of offensives obstructions in the 
Channel of Sicily. 

As it is known, on 9 December 1940 the English forces under the command of General 
Wavell began that counter-offensive to that of Sidi el Barrani rejected our troops until to El 
Agheila (February 1941). Tobruk and Benghazi falls, Tripoli remained the only port which they 
could flow the refueling to our troops and that of the German "Afrika Korps" under the 
command of General Rommel who was sent to reinforce and whose first convoy reached Tripoli 
on 11 February 1941. 

The greatest importance assumed in those surfs by the port of Tripoli induced the 
Supermarina to consider the probability of an attack from the sea on part of the enemy against the 
same port. Then a complex of defensives obstructions was studied whose 6 modalities were 
communicated March 1941 to the high command of the Naval Armed forces in Libya 
("Marilibia", Admiral Bruno Brivonesi). 

Effectively the English Navy thought to an attack from the sea against Tripoli. Adm. 
Cunningham in his book "A sailor’s Odyssey " writes that the Admiralty held to carry it out and 
much importance was attributed, to consider the proposition with the goal of sacrificing the 
battleship Barham making it sink in front of the port for blocking it 
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completely. Its not that Cunningham did not share the ideas of London totally, and succeeded to obtain that 
canceling of that plan. He was also then contrary to a naval bombardment of Tripoli; but he had to execute 
it, and we will soon see and because he could execute it without incidents. 

The directives of Supermarina, from which we bring back the more interesting parts, previewed 
therefore. 

"...a complete, irremovable obstruction, that it stretches to prevent to the enemy following sets of 
actions: 

- forcing of the port; 

- bombarding with heavy caliber; 

- attack to the traffic by means of submarines 

"It is composed of numerous lines of mines of varied type, Italian and German, that the lines will 
have to be put down according to the attached diagram. 

"Line a and b are to be constituted by anti-ship mines in double row and made irremovable by a 
line of tearing buoys and one disposed of explosive buoys 

"Lines c, d, e, f is constituted from difficultly to sweep German antenna mines and arranged to 
double row, having anti-ship and antisubmarine goals. 

"Lines g, ga, gb, i, h, ha, hb they are constituted by German antisubmarine mines in double and 
single rows". 

The plan being previewed the execution of rests in two waves: first, all the lines to the east of the 
13° meridian, the second, that to the west of the same meridian. Such plan endured some modifications 
then, as we will see. 

While we describe the composition of the single lines: 

Line a 

493 Italian anti-ship mines; two rows, at interval of meters 300. Distance between the arms of the 
same row 100 meters. Arms staggered between the two rows. 

411 explosive buoys with fixed mooring; a row, at 200 meters from the second anti-ship row. 
Distance between the buoys 60 meters. 

411 tearing buoys with mooring fixed; a row, at 200 meters from the row of the explosive. 
Distance between the buoys 60 meters. 
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line b 

311 Italian anti-ship mines; 259 explosive and 259 tearing buoys, with the same 
modalities of the line a. 

line c 

140 German antenna mines; two rows, at interval of 300 meters. Distance between the 
arms of one same row 100 meters. Arms staggered between the two rows 

line d 

line e 

line f 

as line c 

lines g - ga- gb 

respective 95 -45 -45 German antisubmarine mines; a row, distance between the arms 
100 meters, 

lines h-ha-hb 

respective 95 - 40 - 40 German mines, as in the three lines g. 

line i 

200 German antisubmarine mines; two rows, to interval of 200 meters. Distance between 
the arms of one same row 100 meters. Arms staggered between the two rows. 

For all the antisubmarine mines the regulation of the depth was prescribed as 15 meters. 

The ships to employ for putting down initially were previewed as the 4 Aosta type 
cruisers, 4 Bande Nere type and 2 navigatori type naval destroyers. After some modifications to 
the plan relatively to the number of arms, also the number of the units to be employed was 
changed. 

Marilibia was in charge to supply timely to the following preparatory operations: 
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- with sound and signal with buoys the ends of line i; 

- to dredge two of the five AN obstructions laid in June 1940 and that is just number 2 and 
3; 

- to signal with buoys the southern ends of the lines e and f. 

Supermarine was reserved to give timely opportune orders for: 

- participation of naval forces of support; 

- allocation of DDs of escort to the units that executed the rests; 

- far aerial recognition; 

- eventual participation of fighter aircrafts and bombers; 

- to install at Ras el Hallab a field radio station for radio-goniometrical signals to facilitate 
the actions as much as possible a more exactitude of the routes and of the determination of 
positions from part of the units that had to execute the rests. 

The date previewed for the first shipment was that one of 18 March; but several war 
vicissitudes and interferences did not allow the punctually performance, some concurred, when 
the operation was possible, to adhere completely to the beginning directives. 

Before was the action of Cape Matapan (28 March) that reduced the availability of 
cruisers remarkably; the month of April was then characterized by a huge increase of traffic 
because of the occupation of Dalmatia and Greece. The resting of the obstruction "T" was 
therefore many times sent back, and the disadvantage more serious than this delay was the 
possibility it gave to Cunningham to execute, without to endure any damage, that bombardment 
of Tripoli of which he, as we have seen, he would have preferred to do less. The action in the 
night of the 21 April 1941 the BBs Warspite, Barahm, Valiant and the CL Gloucester. Here is 
how Cunningham wrote of it in his book "A sailors odyssey": 

"We had been incredibly fortunate or perhaps assisted by the Heaven. I was myself 
opposite since the beginning to a naval bombardment 
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of Tripoli by means of the fleet, and I opposed myself of new to the idea of an retort of 
the naval bombardment that the Authorities at home caress in their minds "(1). 
Finally the putting down of "T" obstruction was executed, but not with all the previewed lines, in 
two shipments: the first 1 May 1941 for the lines d, e, f, i; the second 3 June 1941 for the lines h, 
c, h, ha, hh. 
To the other lines had been canceled. 


57") OPERATIONS OF 1 MAY 1941: 
The rests of the lines d, e, f, was executed from three Aosta type cruisers and two " navigatori " 
type DDs; it was directed from Adm. Ferdinando Casardi commander of the 7” Division. 
In total they participated: 
CL Eugene di Savoia (C. V. Lubrano) - flagship; 
{ CL Duca of Aosta (C. V. Rogadeo) 
CL Attendolo (C. v. Conti) 


7" Div. 


DD Pigafetta (C. V. Mezzadra) 
15" DD Squadron DD Zeno (C. V. Piscicelli) 
DD Da Mosto (C. F. Ollandini) 
DD Da Verazzano (C. F. Avelardi) 
DD Da Recco (C. V Muffone) 
16" DD Squadron { 
DD Pessagno (C. F. Scammacca) 
The cruisers and the Pigafetta squadron left from Taranto; Da Recco and Pessagno from 
Messina. 
From the operations order of Admiral Casari (n.50 in dated 25 April 1941) we bring back the 
interesting parts: 


(1) the English action against Tripoli on 21 April 1941, however the bombardment had been preceded by 
an aerial bombing and facilitated from aerial flares for the lighting system of the port and the observation of 
the defensive fire, did not produce remarkable damages. 
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"Given of execution of the order: day y minus 1, 

"Destination of the units to rests of the several lines of the obstruction: 

line d: Eugene - Attendolo 

line e: Eugene - Aosta 

line f: Aosta - Attendolo 

line i: Da Mosto -Da Verazzano 

"Prepared: On 20:00 hours of the day Y less 1 the boarding of the mines is begun that 
will have to be completed before 04:00 hours of Y day. 

"In the first hours of the morning of y plus 1 will be executed putting down of the mines. 
At signal "Q Z" will be constituted the following groups of unit that adhering to the routes 
marked in the diagram contained in the envelope "G" (to be opened in navigation) will sail order 
to execute the operations of rests: 

"Group Eugene - Aosta - Attendolo escorted by the 16"" DD squadron: line f (Aosta - 
Attendolo) and subsequently line e (Eugene - Aosta) and line d (Eugene - Attendolo). 

"Formation during put down: the two cruisers that execute rest, line to front distance 
meters 300; the third, line of to front distance 600 meters. Completing put down of every line the 
cruisers will pass each other online of row. After puts down it of the line e, Aosta will increase of 
speed in order to allow to Attendolo to move to 500 meters of astern to Eugene 

"DDs in lateral escort (zigzagging). Speed during the put down 14 knots. 

"Beginning of rests: line f from the extreme North; line e from the extreme South; line d 
from the extreme North. Said extreme will be signaled with a buoy near which the indicating flag 
of the line will be located an unit having aloft 

"Group Da Mosto and Da Verazzano, escorted by the Zeno and Pigafetta: line i on two 
rows. Formation during put down: line to front, distance meters 200. Zeno and Pigafetta 
zigzagging ahead. Speed during puts down 12 knots. Beginning of rests from the East end; both 
the ends will be mark with one buoy; near that East there will be an unit with I flag.. 
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"Executed put down the units will gather at point R and will assume the diurnal formation of 
march. 

"In case of enemy attacks when the units having the mines onboard: 

- from part of airplane or submarines or torpedo boats (by night); the principle dispositions 
are applied. 

- from part of important surface forces: the formation will withdraw, according to the cases, 
on Taranto, Messina, Augusta. The 16" DD squadron will carry itself in opportune position in order to 
spread a fog curtain. Orders for the jettison into the sea of the mines 

"In case of encounter with surface forces given after executing the putting down, the Division 
will attack less or not according to their entity. Eventual line of withdraw, beyond to those mentioned 
above ones, could be that of Ovesta South of Pantelleria ". 

We integrally transcribe now the report of Admiral Casardi (n. 236 SRP dated 19 May 1941) 
on rests of the lines d e fi. 

On the map n. 19 are bring back also the continuous routes from the units for the execution of 
complex maneuver 


"1.—The day of 29 April from 20:00 to 23:30, at Taranto, the following units: Eugene 
moored to the dock of Porta west, Aosta and Attendolo moored at the refrigerator dock, Da Mosto and 
Da Verazzano moored to the wharf of Sussistenza, slowly have boarded the arms previewed from the 
appendix of boarding. 

The boarding has been executed employing only the cranes of the ships and it has been 
carried out regularly. 

At 04,:30 of the 30 April has begun the escape maneuver. At 05:55 the Flagship preceded by 
the DDs of escort (From Da Recco, Pessagno, Pigafetta, Zeno) and followed by the Aosta, Attendolo, 
Da Mosto, Da Verazzano has crossed outer obstruction. 


"2. - transfer navigation has been carried out regularly, adopting the same criteria of safety 
experimented in the previous operations of rests. 
From 10:10 to 11:05 to the height of Capo Colonne zigzagging has been executed. 
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From 12:45 to 14:20 the Division has been sailing in a most driven in low fog bank that has 
reduced visibility to not more than 600 meters. Always the noise of the airplane of the r.m. has been 
heard distinguished and that would make to suppose that the apparatuses have not lost sight the ships. 

At 15:30 they are sighted strike aircrafts and fighters that they have executed until the sunset 
the protection at a distance of our Division as signaled by Supermarina with tele-dispach 84/916 of the 
29 April 1941. 

From 16:05 to 20:00 it has been navigating zigzagging. There have not been enemy aircraft 
sighted. 


"3. - To 21:05 intense antiaircraft fire in direction of Malta has been noticed (distance from 
the island 80 miles) and they are counted approximately 50 illuminant flares. I have appreciated the 
intensity of fire of artillery a.a. to about equal to that one observed on the sky of Brindisi during aerial 
raids while the Division was off the coast. Disciplined shooting and any bursts executed. Frequent 
widths were very visible due to the blazes of explosions of bombs 


"4. - At dawn, because of the driven haze, could not have been executed astronomical 
observations; therefore it has had to only regulate navigation on the supply of successes r.g. surveys of 
Tripoli and Ras Garabulli that but gave good confidence. In fact at 10:15 hours in spite of the visibility 
it was much limiting (approximately 5-7 thousand meters) has exactly sighted of ahead one torpedo 
boat that made smoke and subsequently the beacon of Tripoli is recognized for the Partenope located 
carefully by Marilibia on the NW end of the line f, of other points of the coast have been views. 

At 10:22 I have given freedom of maneuver to the Da Mosto and Da Verazzano section that 
escorted by the DD Pigaletta and Zeno has directed in order to carry out the rests of the line i 
therefore I have begun the maneuver in order to arrange the cruisers in the formation of rests 
established 

"5. - At 10:52 it has been begun puts down of the line f. Later the cruisers have executed put 
down of lines e and d. The operations have been carried out regularly and are finished at 12:27. 

The rests of the /ine i was beginning at 11:10 and is finished at 11:38. 
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It has been noticed five explosions antenna mines; none of a.s. mines. 

No arms remaining on the surface have noticed. 

The rests of the various lines has been carried out being based only, but with the 
maximum precision, with the buoys posted at beginning of the same lines, since the haze has 
prevented for all the duration of the operation the observation of points on land. 

I have decided that before the beginning of each line the Da Recco, of the escort 
formation, launch two DCs with the goal of intimation, since so far presence of an enemy Smg 
has not been marked. 

The presence of fighter aircrafts and bombers for protection of the Division has been 
noticed only in an irregular way, probably because of the haze 


"6. - At 13:00 the Division newly reunited has turned In order to return. I have decided 
that the DDs assumed position of advanced escort, distance 4000 because, because of the driven 
in haze, I have thought necessary to have a exploratory screen in the most probable direction of 
the origin of an enemy attacks with surface units. I have judged moreover that the visibility was 
not such to allow to a submarine to execute the attack remaining at periscope depth. 

Navigation has been carried out regularly. At 18:30 hours I have received order to enter 
Augusta with a part of the Division and to forward the other units to Messina. 

In execution of this order at 05:30 I have ordered the section Da Recco and Pessagno and 
the Attendolo to direct for Messina where they arrive at 09:15 of 2 May. Eugene, Aosta and the 
16" DD squadron at 06:30 entered Augusta mooring respective in fencings | and 2 and the dock 
of Punta Cugno. 


"7. Observations: 

To the sure fulfillment of the operation the bad visibility has conco sure that has 
prevented the air forces and enemy naval to interfere. It must but be observed that advantage from 
this circumstance has been possible to execute the mission this occasion 
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favorable only because all the precautionary measures taken previously have perfectly answered 
to the goal. 

The collaboration of Marilibia, who had exactly predisposed the being necessary 
preparations, has been essential to the ends of the good outcome of the operation. 

The commanders have maneuvered also this time with skill, demonstrating are in the 
course of the complex operations of rest, are during two hours of navigation with driven in fog in 
formation and at high speed the high degree of training and harmony. 

The crews have drawn remarkable moral benefit frequent repeating of war missions, 
happy to face the connected hazardous work and risks to them. 


COMMANDER OF THE 7'" NAVAL DIVISION 
Admiral Ferdinand Casardi 


58) OPERATIONS OF 3 JUNE 1941 
The putting down of the lines b, c, h, ha, hb, also directed by Admiral Casardi 
commander of the 7" Division, was completed with the participation of the following units: 
CL Eugene di Savoia (C. V. Lubrano) - flagship; 
7" Div. { CL Duca of Aosta (C. V. Rogadeo) 
CL Attendolo (C. v. Conti) 
CL Giovanni dalle Bande Nere 
4" CL Division { (C. V. Sestini - flagship of Adm. Porzio Giovanola) 
CL Alberto di Giussano (C. V. Marabotto) 
DD Pigafetta (C. V. Mezzadra) 
15" DD Squadron { DD Da Mosto (C. F. Ollandin1) 


DD Da Verazzano (C. F. Avelardi) 
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DD Da Recco (C. V. Muffone) 
16" DD Squadron DD Usodimare (C. P. Galleani) 

DD Gioberti (C. P. Raggio) 

DD Sirocco (C. P. Emiliani) 

The 7" Division with the Pigafetta and Da Recco squadrons left from Taranto; the 4" 
Division with the DD Gioberti and Sirocco from Augusta. 

Before transcribing the report of Admiral Casardi we will give to some detailed news on 
line b in how much it constituted the first put down of a multiple obstruction by our units; 
obstruction that is composed of arms of various type, with explosive buoys and tearing buoys. 
The reader will be able to remember them when we will deal of the execution of other multiple 
obstructions, that they were you execute yourself with analogous modalities and on which we will 
not be able to take time to dwell. 

As we have seen, the line b was formed of 4 rows, and just two of antenna mines 
(Italian), one of explosive buoys and one of tearing buoys; such system rendered the obstruction 
irremovable, but it demanded one lead of complex operation and specifies, be a matter of four 
rows at unequal intervals and with different distances between the arms, let alone with the arms 
"scattered" between the rows. 

It had been therefore compiled a "plan of rests", based essentially on the intervals of time 
between the falls in sea of the arms, calculated based on the speed that was is during the put 
down. Such intervals had to be respected in order to obtain that the arms turned out berthed at the 
distance established between them, and with the pre-established stagger. Therefore, having to 
execute the put down at the speed of 10 knots, and being necessary with such Speed a time of 
195.4 in order to cover the established 100 meters which distance between the antenna mines, and 
a time of 118.6 in order to cover the established 60 meters which distance between the explosive 
buoys as between tearing, these times represented the intervals to respect between the falls in sea 
of the various arms. 

For the stagger instead it was previewed that, proceeding the four units online ahead, 
those of equal place began the falls 5s, 8 after the units of uneven place, and that as well as for the 
antenna mines as much as for the explosive and tearing buoys. 
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Here as an example as it was written up the plan of rests for line b: 
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Drop Bande Nere Di Giusano Eugenio Da Mosto (1) 
‘lig 00"00.0° 00"05.8° 00"00.0° 00"05.8° 
ap 19.4 95:2 11.6 17.4 
a" 38.4 44.6 23.2 29.0 
4! 58.2 01 04.0 34.8 40.6 
5' 01 17.6 23.4 46.4 52.2 
6' 37.0 42.8 58.0 01 03.0 

138° 44 17.8 44 23.6 26 29.2 26 35.0 

139° 37.2 43.0 40.8 46.6 

140° (end) (end) 52.4 58.2 

141° 27 04.0 27 09.8 

151° (1) 29 00.0 29 05.8 (1) 

228° 43 53.2 43 59.0 

229° (end) 44 10.6 

230° 22.2 

end of the 
operation 

















(1) After the 150" drop from the Da Verazzano it was replaced Da Mosto. 


It is Obvious that the precision of the one tenth of a second, with which are indicated the 
times, was theoretical, since the operations for the drop of the arms were completed by hand; but 
the attached personnel was in a position to completing them and maintaining the rhythm with 
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a sufficient exactitude to complete the putting down within the previewed time: 44 minutes (effectively 44" 
22°). 

The crews effectively put down were: 

139 mines from the Bande Nere; 

139 mines from the Di Giussano; 

228 explosive buoys from the Eugene di Savoia; 

116 tearing buoys from the Da Mosto, the continuations by another 95 tearing buoys from Da 
Verazzano, which it put down then another 17 explosive buoys. 

line b was therefore put down by the cruisers Bande Nere, Di Giussano, Eugenio di Savoia, by the 
DD Da Mosto until 150", arms and from the Da Verazzano from 151* then; the unit online of to front with 
the Bande Nere on the left, Di Giussano to 300 meters from it. The Eugenio, at 200 meters from the 
Giussano, was the regulative unit; Da Mosto to 100 meters from Eugene. The Attendolo was maintained on 
the left of the formation, in wait to execute putting down of line c. 

Finally the putting down of the line b Eugene and Attendolo will proceed without the others to the 
rests of line c, each unit putting down 88 antenna mines. Interval between falls 195.4 like in line h; for the 
stagger Attendolo begins the falls 95.7 (half of the interval) after Eugene. 

In the meantime the Aosta, escorted by the DDs Gioherti and Scirocco, executed putting down of 
the antisubmarine lines h, ha, hb (one fall every 19.4°). 

After these premises we pass to transcribe the interesting report of Admiral Casardi, from which it 
will be seen as this mission was somewhat more adventurous than that one of 1 May, but lead with equal 
wisdom and completed with equal fortune. 

N. 311 SRP 13 June 1941 


"1. - The following evening of | June units... 
have boarded the mines as previewed from the boarding plan: 


Eugene di Savoia: dock of Porta Ponente 
Duca of Aosta: refrigerator dock 
Attendolo: refrigerator dock 

Da Mosto: Command School dock 

Da Verazzano: Command School dock 
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The boarding, for which they have been employed only the cranes of the ships, has been 
begun at 21:00 and completed at 24:00. No disadvantage found. 


"2 - At 03:00 hours of 2 June begin the operations of unmooring. At 05:00 the Division 
composed by the units already listed, the Pigafetta, Da Recco and Usodimare, is in the opening of 
the safe routes and assumes route 160° and speed 18 knots like pre-established. 

Nearly calm sea, breeze from South, discreet visibility navigation proceeds regularly. The 
airplane that participate to the escort are listed in attached # 2. From the 08:00 to 09:00 and 14:00 
to 18. 14 the route passes in coastal vicinity; navigating in zigzagging. 


"3. - At 18,10, at a distance of approximately 20,000 meters, the IV Division, composed 
by the cruisers Bande Nere and Giussano and the DDs Gioherti and Scirocco is sighted, coming 
from Augusta. 

At 18:30 the IV Division takes its place in the march formation. 


"4. - To the same hour the DD Da Mosto raises signal of "damage in engine". In attended 
that the specify entity of the damage not increase, as it was previewed, the speed to 22 knots, but 
continuous at 18 knots. 

Subsequently the Da Mosto, than also expiring has followed the Naval Force, 
communicates to have found salt water infiltrations in the condenser of the left engine of and 
thinking in consequence dictates made engine unusable. 

I judge that the absence of Da Mosto, that has onboard half of the tearing buoys of 
protection of line h, would be of remarkable prejudgment for the resolution of the operation. Of 
other part I think necessary that the Division maintains at least the speed of 20 knots in order not 
to find itself, at dawn of day 3, and at dawn of 4, the too much far one from the national coasts 
and therefore in unfavorable conditions for having the protection of the fighters. I decide 
therefore to forward the Da Mosto if it can support the speed of 20 knots (and proposing to make 
it to enter Tripoli to rests happened in order to avoid the unjustified risk of the return with one 
single engine); in contrary case, to make it to return to Augusta. 
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In consequence, I order that the Pigafetta, profiting of the evening twilight, close takes 
place in tail to the formation to Da Mosto for ready being to lend him attendance in case of need 
and to escort it to Augusta if it were necessary to adopt this provision, without having to defilade 
of long night all the formation. 

At 21:55 the Pigafetta takes its new place; Da Mosto, that it has subsequently informed 
of having remarkable phenomena of water boiling in boiler, it communicates finally of being able 
to maintain 22 knots. As a result of that I decide to continue with the Naval Force at 20 knots, 


"5. At 19:58 the message of Supermarina to our group 192002 is deciphered that informs 
of the probability that an airplane at highest altitude has sighted the Division since the definitive 
route (P v 197°) has been assumed at 21:30 thinks that even if the airplane has followed the 
Division until the last lights of the twilight is not easy for the adversary to predispose an attack of 
aerial torpedo bombers during the night. I continue therefore on said route making to intensify the 
antiaircraft vigilance. 

Sky 1/4 cover, light breeze from SE, sea slightly moved, semi-gloomy atmosphere 


"6. - At 22:12 the Sirocco, than is found in position of advanced nocturnal escort, signals 
at damage to the rudder. The damage can ready enough be repaired and at 22:52 Sirocco resumes 
its place 


"7, - At dawn of day 3 the aerial escort lacks completely; I think because the conditions 
atmospheric (ghibli) hinder the takeoff of the airplane and because the limited visibility renders 
the search of the Division difficult that is in delay of approximately two hours because of the 
limited speed sets up from the conditions of the Da Mosto. 

At 09:01 two fighter aircraft are only sighted at for short time. 

At 10:05 a smoke is sighted in distance that I judge to be those emitted from the TB 
Castore under orders of Tripoli Navy. I reduce progressively of speed and at 10:37 I order to the 
units to divide itself in groups in order to execute the putting down. 
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The Aosta, escorted by the Pigatetta, Gioberti and Scirocco directs for the zone assigned. 

At the same time I make to transmit with optical means to the TB Castore the order to 
pilot, to operations of rests completed, Da Mosto to Tripoli. For greater safety I make to transmit 
with same to the this last unit also the safe route for the access to that port 


"8. - At 11:06 units of the Eugene group begin the maneuver in order to assume, 
formation and the route of rests. During the execution the DD Usodimare, that it carries out escort 
service, signals damage to its rudder. Inconvenient but ready eliminated does not upset the 
execution of the maneuver. 

Covered sky, light breeze from NW, sea slightly moved, atmosphere very gloomy. The 
visibility is of approximately 10,000 meters and stretches to diminish. During the maneuver it is 
but possible to identify some points on land (that is very close) and to control therefore the 
position of the buoy that marks the beginning of line b. 

It rests of line b has the beginning at 11:31 and goal at 12:15; that one of 12:22 line c and 
goal at 12:51. Speed during the operation 10 knots, 


"9.... Lenclose diagram of the lines put down. 


"10. - At 13:30 units of the Eugene group reach the reunion point; I order to Da Mosto to 
go to Tripoli also without the pilotage of the Castore because this unit has been lost from sight 
and I think that given to the by now insufficient visibility its meeting to Da Mosto is difficult. 

I execute evolutions in attended of the Aosta group that arrives at 14:10. I order therefore 
to assume the route for the return and the speed of 22 knots that I mean to maintain so as to be at 
dawn of the successive day to North of the meridian of Capo Passero. The visibility improves 
slightly as we go away from the coast. 

Fighter aircrafts at 14:52 are only sighted. They go away. At 18:00 Bande Nere 
communicates that the Giussano has at 17:00 sighted for short time a reconnaissance aircraft of 
type not specified. 
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"11. - At 23:15 the announcing message of Supermarina hour protocol 222503 is 
deciphered that aerial torpedo boats are rising in flight from Malta. 

The moon (first quarter) is still high, the sky is serene; but low haze is had. The sea, 
absolutely calm, is not perhaps much favorable one for attacks of torpedo bombers. I decide to 
continue on the transitory route 45° and not to turn for the North as pre-established. In this way 
the moon remains in the stern fields and the DD of the advanced escort can supervise the more 
dangerous field. In order to compensate the lessening of useful way and to be therefore equally at 
dawn under the protection of the national fighters and in order to increase the possibility of 
maneuver of the units I order to assume speed of 25 knots. 

They are had, at short intervals, two alarms: one on expected sight of the Usodimare, the 
other of the Bande Nere. One comes near for imitation of maneuver, but no unit opens fire. 

At 01:14, since the lower moon makes best to outline the shapes of the ships, turn for 
route 70° in order to put the moon astern. At 01:53, setting of the moon; North route is taken. 


"Observations: 

a) During the mission was onboard of the Eugene Adm. Weichold, Head of the German 
G. S. of connection with the Italian Navy. 

b) They are reproduced, although in slightly inferior measure, the conditions of bad 
visibility that has characterized the mission for putting down of the lines d, e, f i, of the same 
obstruction. 

The considerations already made can be repeated integrally... on the adequacy of the 
predispositions of Tripoli Navy and on the elevated degree of training demonstrated from the 
units. Indeed, in spite of the difficulties met, thanks to the ability and the abnegation of all the 
mission could regularly have been lead to conclusion. 

c) Admiral Weichold who, joining at my expressing invitation, during navigation has 
entertained on long hours 
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the deck of the Division Commander being interested to all and all observing very carefully, to 
the end of the mission, visibly satisfied, he has for us extremely flattering expressions. 
d) Feel the duty to express that the collaboration of the 4" Division has been perfect. 
COMMANDER OF THE 7" NAVAL DIVISION 
Admiral Ferdinand Casardi 


59) ENGLISH LOSSES ON OBSTRUCTION "T"' 

We do not hesitate to assert that the obstruction "T" was what it gave the greater 
rendering: in it ran, on 19 December 1941, a British naval force that lost a cruiser and a DD and 
had two other cruisers that endured damages. The naval force had sailed from Malta in order to 
try a our convoy directed to Tripoli. The fact is connected with that action that was called "the 
first battles of Sirte" and that it is diffusely narrated in the volume VII (Defense of the traffic with 
A.S.). Here the “A sailor’s odyssey "already cited is of particular interest to bring back as 
narrated by Admiral Cunningham: 

"It was obvious that the enemy convoys had turned and tried to reach Benghazi and 
Tripoli during the night. Therefore, after it was resupplied, the Neptune, Aurora, Penelope, and 
the naval destroyer Kandahar, Lance, Lively and Havock moved from Malta at high speed in 
order to try to intercept the convoy off the coast of Tripoli. Commander of the formation was the 
captain Rory 0'Conor of the Neptune. 

"The following day, at 00:39 approximately, with strong wind and rough seas, the 
formation ran into a field of mines a score of miles to East of Tripoli. A mine burst on a paravane 
of the Neptune and the cruiser, giving all reverse, hit another mine that wrecked the propellers 
and the steering gear, and so the ship remained stopped. Turning to the outside on the left and 
right, also the Aurora and the Penelope hit against mines. The Aurora, seriously damaged, could 
exit from the minefield and succeeded 
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to arrive at Malta at reduced speed, escorted by two naval destroyer, Lance and the Havock. The 
Penelope, light damaged form an explosion of a mine its paravane, was turned in order to take the 
Neptune under tow when the current had pushed it out of the field. 

"At 01:00 the Neptune hit a third mine and listed to the left. The Kandahar (commander 
W.G.A. Robson) entered in the minefield for towing or in order to take aboard the crew, when it 
must have exploded a mine that removed the stern. The Penelope (captain A. D. Nicholl) was 
being prepared to approach itself the Neptune in order to take it under tow, when O'Conor 
signaled it off. Towards 04:00 a fourth mine exploded, under the bridge of the Neptune; five 
minutes later, the ship overturned and sank. I do not know if it was then that commander Nicholl 
found itself to having to take a most difficult decision. It was contrary to all the traditions of Navy 
to abandon the companions in danger, but it just considered that, if had entered in the minefield in 
order to carry aid, he would have only lost one more ship. The dawn was near. He found himself 
off the coast of the enemy and was with heavy heart that gave the order to return to Malta. 

"To the crew of the Neptune had been given the order to abandon ship. There was the 
high sea and the men had to go in sea. Only two "carley" were available and some sailors whom 
they tried to swim to reach the Kandahar, which as damaged, did not succeed. According to the 
story of the only survivor of the Neptune, sub-helmsman J. Walters, on making of the day they 
remained on one raft only commander 0' Connor, fourteen sailors and him. In the four following 
days the survivors succumb one by one, and between they the courageous O' Connor went on 23 
December. Towards 16:00 hours of the successive day Walters was saved by an Italian torpedo 
boat 

"Half submerge and sinking slowly, the Kandahar went to drift for all the day 
undisturbed by the enemy. Its signals were received at Malta and it came also sighted from enemy 
airplane. Vice admiral Ford was not man to neglect the possibility to save the crew of a naval 
destroyer, and therefore from Malta, to ahead of darkness, exited the Jaguar (lieutenant 
commander L. R. K. Tyrwhitt) in order to find the Kandahar to 
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midnight, hour in which it would have had to be outside from the minefield pushed by the 
current; the Jaguar would have had to finish the operation by dawn. Although there was the aid 
of a Wellington equipped with radar, it did not succeeded to find the Kandahar until 04:00 of 20 
December. The sea still therefore was churned that the attempt of Tyrwhitt had to be abandoned 
to moor bow to bow, and therefore the Jaguar kept a little far away while people of the Kandahar 
threw to swim covering that short feature of sea. And finally the wreckage was sunk. I fear that it 
has not been closely obeyed the order of Ford to the Jaguar of being far away from that place for 
making of the day; but it was be a matter of a beautiful enterprise, and the Jaguar could return 
safe and sound to Malta, after to have saved eight officials and one hundred fifty sailors. 

"The disastrous episode - that the activity of Force K diminished remarkably whose 
cruisers were reduced to the Penelope, because also the Ajax was inefficient for damages - 
represented just the type of misfortune that I had feared would have happened when the battle 
fleet bombarded Tripoli some months before”. 

For these last words of the Adm. Cunningham we recall the reader to how much we have 
said to paragraph 56 on purpose of the delay, regarding the date initially established by 
Supermarina, with which was begun the putting down of obstruction "T"; delay that was sure 
much profit to the English ships for being able to bombarded Tripoli without that "type of 
misfortune” taken place. 
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER XII 


Believe it opportune to say something of obstruction "B" that was studied for Benghazi, 
even if putting it down lacked. It was an obstruction similar to that of "T" and its putting in work 
was previewed for September 1941, after was executed the complete sweeping and removal of all 
the obstructions put down at the beginning of the hostilities. Therefore flotilla of minesweeper 
was sent to Benghazi under the commando of the C. C. Buscaglia. It worked assiduously for two 
weeks encountering difficulty of every kind: supplying already difficult in the usual conditions in 
which the activity of the port had to be carried out, continuously damaged from the aerial 
bombing; the continuous damages to the hulls and the equipments because of the same bombing; 
the snares for submarines, the frequently bad sea, the poor visibility of the points of reference on 
land for the precise conduct of the sweeping. However thanks to the spirit of sacrifice of all and 
to the ability of commander Buscaglia the chosen zone was entirely swept, and the operation of 
rests was decided for 12 October 1941. They were to execute it the cruisers Duca of Aosta, 
Eugene di Savoia and Montecuccoli, with the DDs Vivaldi, Malocello, Pigafetta, Da Verazzano, 
Aviere and Camicia Nera. 

The units left Taranto at 03:40 of 12 October; but at 09:15 of the 13" our aerial 
recognition signaled, at 130 miles from Alexandria, an English naval force composed of 2 
battleships, 3 cruisers and 10 DDs with route clearly directed to intercept our formation, than 
evidently it had been sighted. Supermarina could not do but order its return to Taranto. 

The obstruction "B" was not executed: the "battle of the convoys" had entered in the 
acute and more unfavorable period for us, marking the maximum of the percentage of losses. The 
defense of the convoys nearly absorbed entire the activity of our ship torpedo boat (sees volumes 
"the defense of the traffic with the North Africa"). 
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CHAPTER XIV 


MALTA 


OBSTRUCTION M4-M4 BIS 
26 MAY 1941 


60 - Obstructions M 4/M 4 bis 
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60) OBSTRUCTION M 4 - M4 BIS 


Towards the middle of April 1941, when Supermarine emanated the first directives for 
this obstruction, was delineating the express fall of Greece and the troops of the Axis in North 
Africa were in full counter-offensive, recovering all of Cireanica (except the fortress of Tobruk) 
until the border Egyptian that had been reached on 20 April. To the Mediterranean Fleet and the 
R.A.F. they had come to be incumbent two fundamental tasks: to at first continue the transport in 
Greece of the forces necessary in order to try to then avoid the yielding of the ally and their 
evacuation to Crete if the resistance had become impossible; to interrupt the Italy-Libya traffic in 
order to remove every combative ability to the Italian-German Army in North Africa. 

Signs of a progressive increase appeared, in that time, of war upgrade of Malta, 
especially as a result of the fact that for the requirements of the operations in the Aegean field 
was a diminished lot the "aerial hammering” which the X C.A.T. based in Sicily had held 
subordinate the island during all the winter. 

Assured the preparation of the obstruction "S" of which we have dealt in Chapter XI, 
Supermarina newly turned its attentions to waters east of Malta, in forecasts of next convoys for 
supplying of the island and deployment in that base of forces more conspicuous to reinforce of 
the few naval destroyer and the flotilla of submarines that were then found there. 

Therefore the instructions for obstructions M 4 and M 4 bis were prepared to put down at 
the same time in the zone indicated in map n. 13, a zone chosen generically in waters east and 
then specified some days before the execution the observed routes of many of the continuations 
from the enemy for the escape from the base, observations relieved also from 
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the most recent hydro phonic surveys, results that of the more reliable routes was that one that 
directed toward the east on the parallel 35° 50' between the meridians 14° 44' & 15° 04’, and then 
for the South on the meridian 15° 04’, that it corresponds with much approximation to the median 
line of the twofold obstruction. 

This had to be composed from a total of 100 p 200 mines of equipped with acoustic 
device, to put down - little near the obstructions M 1 and M 2 - clusters, on serpentine routes; 
distance between the arms of every cluster 60/80 m, depth of regulation 20 m, speed during puts 
down 10 knots. 

Destined units to the operation were the 13" torpedo boats of squadron: Circe (C. C. 
Unger di Lowenberg) - Calliope (T. V. Oliva) - Clio (C. C. Giliberto) - Perseo (T.V. D’Elia D.), 
each with 25 weapons, prepared in the Mine Park of Augusta. 

Supermarina had decided the operation be finished on 15 April 1941, but the preparation 
of the arms demanded a greater time then previewed (was also the first time that engaged acoustic 
devices, supplied by German Navy); and having itself then to await the new moon, the operation 
finally was executed in the 26/27 night May 1941. 

The operations order from the Commander of Messina was similar to that one for the 
obstructions M1 - M 2 that we have brought back in Chapter VIII; with the addition - given the 
innovation of the presence of the acoustic devices - of the prescription to the commanders to keep 
in mind "that also being the arms regulated for the depth of 20 m, will not have in no case to pass 
on waters where said mines have been berthed". 

In compliance with the instructions of Supermarina, it had been moreover arranged the 
dispatch of two MAS for a insidious ambush against eventual enemy units, from half hour after 
midnight, on along line 12 miles, oriented for NW - SE to one ten of miles to NE of the island of 
Gozo. The ambush had to be interrupted timely because the MAS found at dawn in sight Capo 
Passero. Also - the MAS was prescribed that, given the type of mines employed for the 
obstruction, not even they could in any case pass over them. 

From the report of the squadron leader taken makes it more interesting of the mission, 
between which that one of rests clearly is illustrated from the diagram n. 5; 
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DAY - 26 MAY 

19:40 - The Squadron sails and exits from the port of Augusta. Following the coastal routes at a 
speed of 20 knots entrance on the point A of Capo Passero. 

22:51 - On the point A of Capo Passero. Route 187°, speed 20, head for the B point. 

23:30 - (approximately) - are begun to see the a.a shooting of obstruction in direction of the 
Valletta. 


DAY - 27 MAY 

00:54 - On the B point. One comes near for route 180°, speed 10 knots. The Clio - Perseo Section 
inverts on the left and approaches for route 0°, speed 10 knots. 

00:57:40s - Beginning of rests of the first cluster from part of the TB Calliope and Perseo. 
Subsequently the put down has been executed to second chronometer as given in the 
particular orders. 

01:32 - A bow light is sighted on the left that is soon extinguished. It is presumed can be an unit 
of the enemy outer vigilance that but has not been able to recognize. Continuing to put 
down of the mines. Some flare of the a.a. shooting in direction of the Valletta is seen 
again. 

01:57:20s - Finish of the rests of the third cluster from part of the TB Circe and Clio. All the units 
turn for route 35° and increase of speed until to 20 knots. The sections Circe - Calliope, 
Clio - Perseo are reconstituted. The two sections are not in sight between of them. 

02:25 - The two sections direct for the point A of Capo Passero to speed 25 knots. 

04:06 - The Circe section is on point A di Capo Passero. Fog very dense, long sea from sirocco. 

05:55 - To the east of Capo Murro di Porco meeting of the Squadron online of row 

07:20 - entered Augusta. 
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OBSERVATIONS AND PROPOSALS 

"The obstruction has been berthed in the exact tidy position and the single groups of 
mines have been rested in the direction and the assigned space. The interval between two 
following weapons of the same cluster has turned out of 55/60 meters. As it appears from the 
attached diagram, three you arm with the second cluster berthed by the Perseo have been rested 
to greater interval due to a temporary block of one railway. The stellar light has allowed to 
execute all the preparation operations and rests (to remove the lashings, to remove the hat, to push 
the arms) without to ignite some light in blanket. The conditions of the sea, moved with long- 
wave from sirocco and that to the speed of 20 knots bathed the stern mines, at 10 knots have not 
disturbed the operations of rest. 

The landing route continuation after put down of the obstruction in order to catch up the 
point A of Capo Passero, being turned out exact in direction and length, has allowed to state that 
also it finishes the two obstructions correspond to the tidy position. 

The stability of the units with 25 mines aboard and sea along the bow has turned out 
good; less good with the crossing sea. 

Encounter with the enemy have not been taken place. At 01:32 the Circe, that was 
berthing the first cluster, has only sighted a light in sea on the left that has been extinguished soon 
after; thinking to be a matter itself of unit assigned to the outer vigilance it has not been thought 
opportune to execute a inspection and it has been continued putting down of the mines. 

At 01:20, 01:30, 01:45, 02:16 hours, all the units received strong jolt on the hull like from 
underwater explosion. 

But nobody attributes the explosions to explosions of mines in the own vicinities; one 
presumes therefore that features of bombs of airplane fallen into the sea not in the immediate 
environs of the units. 

Before it rests of the obstruction, at 11,30 approximately, has been able to clearly see the 
antiaircraft fire of the batteries of the Valletta, that stopped soon after in order resuming for some 
moments while the last mines were put down. No floodlight has been ignited in sight of the units. 
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After all the obstruction is very successful and the personnel like the material has worked 
to the perfection. He marks it therefore for an just acknowledgment the precise and serene work 
carried out from the commanders in the organization and the conduct of the operation, the 
readiness and skill of the 2™ officials who executed for the first time such type of operation, the 
impulse and the enthusiasm demonstrated from the miner personal onboard and those boarded for 
the coming from circumstance from the Mine Park of Augusta. 


LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 


Commander of the 13"" TB squadron 
Carlo Unger di Lowenberg 
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CHAPTER XV 
CHANNEL OF SICILY 
OFFENSIVES OBSTRUCTIONS 


JUNE - AUGUST 1941 


61 - The rests of the 2" part of obstruction "S" 
62 - The rests of the 3™ part of obstruction "S" 
63 - The rests of the 4" part of obstruction "S" 
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61) THE PUTTING DOWN OF THE SECOND PART OF OBSTRUCTION "S" 


The obstructions with German mines by now had become prerogative of the Cruisers of 
the 7” Division, mainly for the issue of the railways, of which we have said in paragraph 16. 

In Chapter XIII we have already seen this Division engaged in the great obstruction "T" 
in waters of Tripoli, executed, after several delays and not even completed, on 1 May and 3 June 
1941. The Division, always under the command of Admiral Casardi, had reached the most 
satisfactory degree of training and of harmony, both in its operations at sea, and in those - not less 
delicate and important - of boarding of the mines. We will find again still these Cruisers in the 
rests of the third line (July 1941); we have them already mentions saying of the obstruction of 
Benghazi (October 1941), than they could not rest also being already sailed from Taranto (see 
appendix to chapter XIII). Since then they were not more engaged for putting down of mines, 
since the events and the situation engaged them in other tasks. The second line of obstruction "S" 
(S 2) was put down on 28 June 1941 by the Cruisers Duca d'Aosta and Attendolo, each with 120 
antenna mines boarded at Augusta, and by the DD Pigafetta and Pessagno, each with 101 Italian 
mines fortified with an anti-sweeping device, boarded at Trapani. The guideline of line and the 
disposition of the arms turns out from the diagram n. 6 in which the maneuver completed from 
the units is indicated also in order to assume the formation of the rest. 

This second line was introduced with requirements of particular delicacy, because its 
western extremity came to find much close (three miles) to the extremity north-east of field S 1, 
rested in April. Such fact imposed a determination 
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of the positions of the two extremities executed with the maximum possible precision, and that 
could not obtain if not with astronomical observations because finding the two points 
approximately to half distance between Tunisia and Sicily there were no visible points on land to 
which to refer. Moreover, the antenna mines destined to this rests (German) was not able to 
anchor in depths greater than meters; and since, as we have already said, the indications of the 
nautical charts were not sufficiently precise, were indispensable a fathom estimate that assured of 
the absence of depths greater than 400 meters, and not it could, this time, to resort to the remedy 
to sound from the same ships destined to rests, as it was made for first line. 

The Commander of the M.M. sector of Trapani (C. A. Notarbartolo) became the person 
in charge to direct the preliminary operations, that is: signaling of the extremities of the line of 
rests by means of a buoy; 
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verification of the indicating positions of buoy the near extremities of line S 1; fathoming of the 
zone; minesweeping estimate; antisubmarine mopping-up. 

The participating in these operations, the DD Usadimare, the TB Partenope then replaced 
by the TB Cascina, the hydrographical lookout-post Cariddi, and two MAS of Trapani. 

The Usodimare and Partenape were in the zone in days 17, 18 and 19 June; due to 
adverse conditions of weather, the operations were recommenced on 25 June and continued the 
26 and the 27. The Usadimare controlled accurately and repeatedly the positions of the buoy 
which it previously put to place; the Cariddi sounded the line with sounds by the sonar and with 
irregular controls with sound mechanic (to wire); the TB Cascino executed the dredging with its 
papavane; finally section the MAS executed the antisubmarine mopping-up in the night between 
the 27 and the 28, that is in the immediately previous night put down it of the route. In fact the 
morning of the 26" Supermarina, based on the information on the satisfactory course of the 
preliminary operations and to the favorable meteorological conditions, had communicated the 
interested Commander that the date of 28 June had to be considered "K day". Such 
communication involved the immediate preparation of the destined units to rests, than they were 
found at Taranto. 

The Cruisers Duca d'Aosta (with flag of Admiral Casardi of which we reassume the 
report) and Attendala, with the DD Pigatetta, Da Mosto, Da Verazzana, Da Recca and Pessagna 
sailed from the Taranto at 17:20 of 26 June 1941. The dispositions for navigation, the escort, the 
expectable war eventualities were similar to those of the operations orders of the first line. 

In proximity of Augusta the Admiral gave freedom of maneuver to the Pigatetta and 
Pessagno in order return to Trapani. At 0600 of the 27" the Cruisers and the other DDs entered to 
Augusta. Pigafetta and Pessagna reached Trapani at 17:00 in order to embark the arms. The 
Aosta and Attendolo quickly embarked 120 antenna mines each, employing approximately two 
hours. At 10:17 the Base of Augusta later on gave the aerial alarm to sights from part of southern 
stations of lookout-post. The Admiral of Messina reinforced the fighters in flight on the sky of 
Augusta; however Admiral Casardi, in consideration of the danger represented by an 
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aerial attack with the having onboard the ships the entire equipment of mines, decided to leave 
Augusta as soon as possible and made to activate fires anticipating the departure of an hour ahead 
of the previewed one. 

The two DDs going to Trapani where each embarked 101 anti-sweeping mines, and left 
again at 02:45 of the 28" in order to rejoin the other units. 

At 02:50 of 28" Admiral Casardi received from Supermarina signal of presence of 
English units along the coast of Bona, established by means of radio-direction finder bearings. 
Being previewed the putting down of the mines between 07:00 and 08:00, an encounter was not 
very probable even if the English units had continued in a easterly direction; however at dawn the 
Admiral made to catapult the airplane of the Aosta with order to supervise the zone to the west of 
the units until the limit of the autonomy. The airplane executed the mission regularly without to 
sight anything remarkable and then it went to put down at Stagnoni. 

At 05:10 Pigafetta and Pessagno joined the Division. 

At 06:54 the beginning putting down of the mines. The Usodimare, that it was in 
proximity of the eastern buoy to await the Division, maneuvered opportunely in order to leave 
waters free. Equally it made the Cascino that it was found near the western buoy. 

At 07:32 the putting down it had ended. They were 6 weapons exploded. 

At Midnight the Cruisers, after regulating navigation reached Augusta. The two DDs 
returned, as previewed, to Trapani, all without incidents. 


62) THE RESTS OF THE THIRD PART OF OBSTRUCTION "S" 


The putting down of third line would have had to follow that one of the second after the 
closely necessary time for the preliminary operations; it had itself but to be sent back because of 
the appearance of bad weather and was carried out 7 July 1941 by the following units: 

- Cruisers Duca d' Aosta and Attendolo, each with 146 antenna mines boarded at 
Augusta; 

- Cruisers Delle Bande Nere and Giussano, each equipped with 130 anti-sweeping 
apparatus, boarded Elia mines at Palermo; 
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- DD Pigafetta and Pessagno, each with 92 Elia mines equipped with anti-sweeping 
apparatus, boarded at Trapani. 

Guideline, dimensions and composition of the line turn out from the diagram n. 7, in 
which the maneuver is indicated also in order to assume the formation of rest; maneuver more 
complex than that one for the second line: first, because this third was formed from two features 
at an angle of 135° and therefore it involved turning at a time during the putting down; second, 
because on the third and the fourth line they had to throw the mines first the DD and then the 
Cruisers, without solutions of continuity in the rhythm and the equidistance between the arms. 

Also this third line demanded care taken of preliminary operations, for the same reasons 
that we have seen for the second. 

Analogous was the development of, such operations, always to the dependency of the 
Admiral of Trapani, and that it occupied three days. 

The DD Usodimare at dawn of 4 July reached the zone and put to place buoys n. 1 and 3. 

Subsequently two minesweeper of Trapani, directed by the TB Castore, starting from 
buoy 3 the sweeping in direction of the point in which the torpedo boat then put in place buoy 4. 
Therefore they directed along the line until the point in which the torpedo boat then put in place 
buoy 2, and went back the line executing sweeping of the zone. 

As the sweeping proceeded, the Corvette Cariddi executed sounds to it. 

: Completing sweeping and the sounds, the TB Castore put to place buoy 5 (afternoon of 
the 5"). 

At dawn of the 6" the Usodimare and Castore returned in the zone in order to accurately 
verify the positions of the buoys, and the torpedo boat executed an other sweeping with its 
paravanes. 

Being already be established from Supermarina that the following day was from 
considering itself day of put down ("day A"), at sunset of same day the 6" a Section of MAS of 
Trapani approached the zone and in the night it executed antisubmarine mopping-up and listened 
with the hydrophones. 

At dawn of the 7" the Usodimare and Castore they were found respective near buoys the 
1 and 3 in attended of the units destined to rest. 

These, boarded the arms, had left: 
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- Duca d'Aosta (flagship of Admiral Casardi) and Attendolo from Augusta at 13:30 of 6 July, 
escorted by the DDs Da Recco, Da Mosto and Da Verazzano; 

- Delle Bande Nere (flag of Adm. Porzio Giovanola) and Di Giussano from Palermo at 
19:30 of 6 July, escorted by the DD Maestrale, Grecale and Scirocco; 

- Pigafetta and Pessagno from Trapani at 02:05 of 7 July. 

We bring back from the report of Admiral Casardi the parts regarding the interesting 
events: 

"The zone immediately to South of the Strait turns out always laid a trap from a 
submarine the whose presence has been assessed... 

"For the exposed reasons... completes all navigation zigzagging and from 15:45 to 16:33 
the speed is increased to 25 knots. Fighter aircrafts of escort are sighted frequently 

"... nearly full moon; optimal visibility. In consideration of the visibility conditions I 
establish to hold also of night the DDs in close escort and to be sailing at a zigzag in the features 
in which the greater one it can seem the probability of encounter with enemy submarines. In spite 
of it is the first time that the Division has occasion to apply these dispositions for nocturnal 
navigation, (all the previous missions have been made in moonless nights and with poor 
visibility) the units easily execute established how ever. 

"At 20:00 I receive communication that the 4 Division, already exited from Palermo, 
will reach the F.N. introducing itself in the stern fields. Of this I inform the units 

"At 05:14 (of 7 July) the Pigafetta informs to find the Division for 350°. At 05:23 the two 
DD join the formation regularly. The 4" Division is in sight in the stern fields. 

"At 05:25 orders to Attendolo to catapult a floatplane in order to supervise the western 
zone of the Division. Still they have not been sights of the seaplane of the r m. nor fighter 
aircrafts. 

Light breeze from NNW. Nearly calm sea. Serene sky. The Attendolo catapulted at 05:37 
remaining in formation and only increasing for few moments the speed. 
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At 05:52 the aircraft, after to have oscillated in an abnormal manner, falls in water of left 
stern of the Attendolo. Pilot and observer are seen to fall with closed parachute... I order the Da 
Verazzano to go in aid of the stricken floatplane and of it I inform the 4" Division that is joining 
to stern. 

The Da Verazzano directs ready for the point of fall of the floatplane and at 06:05 it 
retrieves unharmed pilot and observer whose parachute had opened a few meters from the water. 

The recovery operation has been executed in particularly express way and with great 
skill. It marks the fast one and sterling maneuver executed from the commander of the DD and 
the impulse of the S. T. V. Whitby thrown in water in order to help one of the two shipwrecked 
who appeared in difficult conditions. 

"At 05,57 sights ahead a torpedo boat that I judge to be the Castore in proximity of buoy 
3. [have confirmation of the exactitude of the dead reckoning (has in this way not been possible 
no control to the passage in proximity of Marettimo because of the haze in that zone). 

"At 07:00 the maneuver is begun in order to assume the route and the formation of rests. 
While this is being carried out, an aircraft from r m. of the escort sights a mine and launches 
green smoking since will not be necessary to pass in those waters continuous the maneuver while 
a DDs of the 10" squadron proceeds to the destruction of the mine 

"The DD Usodimare marks it that the units of the Division would have, if possible, to 
destroy buoys 2 & 4. The consequent order is transmitted to Di Giussano that must exactly pass 
very close to such buoys 

"At 07:45 has beginning the putting down of the arms. Formation: line of survey 47°; 
Aosta - Attendolo -Bande Nere -Giussano; Pigafetta and Pessagno to the support respective of 
the Bande Nere and the Giussano. 

The F.N. passes between buoys 1 and 2 and the launch of the crews comes begun exactly 
when the western buoy it is to the height of the breast of the Aosta. 
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"The Bande Nere, instead maintaining itself on the ordered line of survey, are left over 
until carrying themselves online of forehead with the Aosta; noting a discharge of smoke from a 
premises under the bridge. The Commando of the 4"" Division later on communicates that a fire in 
the anti-gas material premises has developed, in proximity of the forward ammunition depot; that 
in consequence gyrocompass, short waves radio and odometer are damaged and that it has been 
necessary to flood some premises of limited cubature... The Bande Nere have subsequently 
resumed its exact place in formation. 

The damage had no effect on the course of the operation because the put down of the first 
92 weapons with the row "U" was executed from the Pigafetta that has maintained on the survey 
of the Ship Flagship without to follow the Bande Nere. These have been able to resume its place 
in time in order to execute its put down regularly of its draft. 

"At 15 minutes from the beginning of the put down Aosta and Attendolo have found 
depth greater than 400 meters, in the same already marked position by the Cariddi. Given to the 
small amplitude of the high bottom (according to the indications supplied previously from the 
Cariddi) I have thought convenient not to order to the two units to suspend the launch of the arms 
in order to avoid every possibility of complications or delays in the resumption. In truth the 
indications of ours sonor at the moment of rest have confirmed the communication of the Cariddi 
and the modest amplitude of the sinking. 

The turn in order to assume the route of rests of line S 32 has been executed correctly in 
spite of the locked formation. 

It rests has been continued also during the turn. In consequence, while the Aosta (the 
most external unit) has completed exactly puts down to the height of buoy 5 (08:57 hours) other 
units has continued it to here, of an equal feature to minor the covered way. 

During the puts down has been observed the spontaneous explosion of six weapons. It 
has been noticed that while the first four explosions were accompanied by imposing water 
columns, last the two (that had an impression to the hulls of the ships a more violent jolt) have not 
produced no manifestation to the surface of 
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sea. It can be thought that it has been be a matter of two of the arms put down in depths greater 
than 400 meters... 

"The mission had to regulate development. Commanders, officials, crews have 
harmonically and with full collaborated impulse so that all worked in satisfactory way. I feel the 
duty to place in relief the behavior of the Commander of the Bande Nere that, in spite of the 
alarming situation in which it has come to find just to the beginning of rests, it has known to 
become account quickly of how much happened and to operate so as to equally acquit its task 
with timeliness and precision... 

"In the reports on the previous missions of rests I have made signal to the work carried 
out from the personnel of the German Navy boarded from time to time on the six units of the 
Division fortified of the German railways. I think mine it must make now, signaling the impulse, 
the abnegation, the precision with which it moment has always acquitted its task end of which the 
mine came boarded in the lighters in the centers of departure. 

Aboard they have been, beyond that respectful and discipline, optimal comrades and 
since have the first days sincerely fraternization with our officials and crews. Particularly worthy 
of relief it has been the work of the higher official in degree, C.F. Pahl, and of the S. T. V. Elasius 
that, with to the nuclei of common non-commissioned officers and by them employed, has taken 
part in all the six missions ". 


THE COMMANDER OF THE 7" NAVAL DIVISION 
Admiral 


Ferdinand Casardi 


The navigation of return completed without episodes of relief. The 4" Division at 15:11 
had maneuver freedom in order to enter Palermo; the other units reached Taranto. 


63) THE PUT DOWN OF THE FOURTH PART OF OBSTRUCTION "S" 


The fourth part (S 4) as extension map n. 11, was composed of four separate drafts (S 41, 
42, 43, 44) and was put down in four successive shipments, one draft at a time, in the days 
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12, 16, 19 and 23 August 1941, from 6 navigatori type DDs and 2 ship-ferry 
requisitioned as auxiliary minelayers. 
In the composition of the four drafts we find again the tearing buoys and the explosive 


buoys as in the first part. 


Each draft (see following table and graphical n. 8) it was composed of six rows parallels, 


and that is: 


- two rows center them (C and D) of mines (Italian anti-sweeping); 
- two intermediate rows (B and E) of explosive buoys; 


- two external rows (A and F) of tearing buoys. 

The mines were put down from the ship-ferry Reggio and Aspromonte, the explosive 
buoys from the DDs Pigafetta and Da Mosto, those tearing from the DD Da Verazzano, Zeno, Da 
Noli and Pessagno. The following chart reassumes all the elements of the operation: 



























































S41 S 42 S43 S 44 Ships 
12 16 19 23 
August | August August August 

n. n. n. n. 

reassess Row A (tearing) 124 15 247 203 | Zeno & Da 
Verazzano 

¢ 200 m. 
eR ROW B (explosive) 129 184 225 205 | Pigafetta 
¢ 200 m. 
EE ROW C (Bollo o 150 112 150 150 | Reggio 
Elia) 
¢ 200 m. 
REE Row D (Bollo o 150 113 150 150 | Aspromonte 
Elia) 
¢ 200 m. 
reaeskskekk Row E (explosive) 198 183 225, 208 | Da Mosto 
¢ 200 m. 
we ROw F (tearing) 220 198 248 230 | Da Noli & Pessagno 
Length in meters 15150 11100 14820 14820 
Length in miles 8.3 6.0 8.0 8.0 
Orientation 24.5° 24° 355° 353° 





Distance between mines (scattered between the rows) 100 meters. 
Distance between the buoys 66 meters. 
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We have already seen the ferry ships Reggio and Aspromonte employed in October 1940 
for putting down of defensives obstructions in the zone of Messina; we remember that the ferry 
ship which auxiliary minelayer for the important number of arms were lend that could easily 
embark. They did not resist the sea very well, but since the put down of mines was an operation 
that had to be executed with conditions of good weather, the ferry ships were indicated in order to 
replace the Cruisers of the 7” Division that could not, for other war requirements, to participate 
also to this operation. 

Remained however the problem to make to those maneuver at the same time with two 
naval destroyers, with which they had never operated and that they had different evolutionary 
characteristics. In truth the maneuver of which completed, in rests of each draft, was only: turning 
at a time of 90° in order passing from the row line to the line to front with which the puts down 
had to be completed; but such maneuver went executed with all the possible precision, therefore 
that to the end of it the units could be found again exactly aligned and equidistant (200 meters), 
let alone in the exact direction of the represented obliged passage from the two buoys put to place 
during the preliminary operations in order to mark the beginning of the route or the draft. Such 
maneuver was identical to that one of which we have given the route diagram for the second one. 

Supermarina therefore decided that Reggio and Aspromonte regulated the departure from 
Messina opportunely, so as to gather, before the entrance of the Strait, to the DDs coming from 
Taranto and directed to Trapani, and that during navigation until Trapani evolutionary practices 
of entirety were executed (1). 

The 15" DD squadron (Pigafetta, Da Mosto, Da Verazzano, Zeno) and the DDs Da Noli 
and Pessagno left Taranto at 20:00 of 26 July. The Commander was C. V. Mezzadra on the 
Pigafetta. He was replaced before beginning the operations of S 4 by C. V. Mirti della Valle, 
under whose direction was completed the fourth part. 

The ferry ships Reggio and Aspromonte exited from Messina at 07:00 of 27 July and 
assumed line of row with the DD. They were 


(1) The more element important to determine with such practices was the angle of the 
rudder that the ferry had to use in order to cover in approached a curve identical to that one 
covered by the DDs. 
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then executed the previewed evolutionary practices of which we have said. Navigation in the last 
feature endured delays, first for a damage on the Aspromonte, then for a fog bank that in the 
vicinities of Trapani it forced to berth to await clearing. At 05:00 of the 28 July the units entered 
to Trapani; but before engaging in the operations of "S 41" they had to fulfill other tasks. On 30 
July had been spotted a sotre from Gibraltar a large English naval force: two battleships, one 
aircraft carriers, two Cruisers and eight DDs with route to the east. On 1 August, not being able to 
exclude a passage of convoy in the Channel from west to east, Supermarina put in action the 
"device" with submarines, MAS and torpedo boats, assigning moreover the DDs Pigafetta, Da 
Verazzano, Da Mosto and Pessagno as support of a squadron of torpedo boats in charge to 
execute nocturnal mopping-up. The four aforesaid DDs sailed in the nights of the 1“ and 2 
August. On the 4" the confirmation was had that the English naval force had returned to 
Gibraltar. 

Finally on 6 August the DDs assigned to the rests and the ferrys embarked the arms, 
while the DD Usodimare and the TB Centauro began the preliminary operations for putting down 
of the part S 41. 

On such preliminary operations we will not deal with much, because they were of all the 
similar to those of the others parts: putting to place of the buoy, dredging with the minesweeper, 
sounds with the hydrographical vessel Cariddi, repeated controls of the positions of the buoy by 
means of astronomical observations, antisubmarine mopping-up in the night previous to the put 
down. Executed that one of the first draft, Usodimare and Centauro instead returned to Trapani 
they gave soon beginning to the preliminary operations for the section; and analogous they were 
regulated for the successive drafts. 


We reassume the events transcribed from the Per diem of war of the DD Pigafetta 

"6 August - Trapani - In the afternoon embark the mines and the tearing and explosive 
buoys on the various units. 

At 21:40 the fires are ignited and at 22:00 they are extinguished 

"7 August - Trapani - Ready in 6 hours. From 19:17 to 19:49 aerial alarm 

"9 August - Trapani - Ready in 6 hours. 
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"10 August - Trapani - Ready in 6 hours. 

"11 August - Trapani - To the 22,45, Da Mosto, with to Da Verazzano, Pessagno, Da 
Noli e and the ferries Reggio and Aspromonte we sail in order to execute putting down of 
obstruction S 41 - In passing of the harbor obstruction we assume the line of row 

"12 August - Outside of the safe routes the four DDs are offered escort to the ferries. At 
06:02 the TB Centauro and at 06:10 is sighted the Ct Usodimare, who mark the limits of the 
obstruction. From 08:21 to 09:15 it is executed the putting down, completed which the formation 
directs for return. From 06:45 for the return we are escorted by fighter aircrafts and by the r.m. 
From 14:00 to 15:15 all units are moored in the port of Trapani. Pigafetta, Da Verazzano, Da 
Mosto, Zeno, Pessagno, Da Noli, Reggio and Aspromonte embark the mines previewed for 
obstruction S 42. At 20:00 the DD ignites in order to sail at 24:00. 

"13 August - Trapani - At 01:00 because ofthe delay taken place in the boarding of the 
arms, set back the sailing by 24 hours. Ready units in 6 hours 

"14 August - Trapani - From the 0:00 to 01:20 Pigafetta, Da Verazzano, Da Mosto, Zeno, 
Pessagno, Da Noli, Reggio, Aspromonte exit for the execution of rest of obstruction S 42. 

In clearance of the obstruction, line of row. In clear of the safe routes, formation of escort 
to the ferries. 

At 07:35, in vicinity of the zone of the rests, it is stated that because of the churned 
conditions of sea, crossed by north-west wind, it is not possible to carry out the rest. Heads 
therefore for return. From 12:50 to 14:50 the units resume the moorings at Trapani. Ready in 6 
hours 

"15 August - Trapani - From 02:45 to 03:00 aerial alarm. Ready in 6 hours 

"16 August - Trapani - At 01:30 the fires are ignited. From 04:30 to 05:40 Pigafetta, Da 
Verazzano, Da Mosto, Zeno, Pessagno, Da Noli, Reggio, Aspromonte exits from the port in order 
to execute putting down of obstruction S 42. Outside of the obstruction the line of row is assumed 
and in clearance of the safe routes the DDs assume position of escort to the ferries. From 12:04 to 
12:56 is executed the putting down of obstruction S 42, turn to head for 
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return to Trapani. From 16:30 to 18:00 units resume their moorings in the port of Trapani. Ready 
in 6 hours. 

"17 August - Trapani - Ready in 6 hours - is proceeded with the boarding of the mines for 
obstruction S 43 of which putting down is previewed for the 18". At 22:30 the communication is 
received that the mission is sent back of 24 hours. 

"18 August - Trapani - Ready in 6 hours 

"19 August - At 00:30 the DD ignites. From 03:30 to 04:40 the Ct exits from the port in 
order to carry out putting down of the obstruction S43. In pass of the obstruction in row line. At 
06:20 escort to the ferries. From 10:40 to 11:34 is executed the putting down of the Arms, turn to 
head in order to return. From 15:20 to 17:10 the DD resumes the moorings at Trapani. Ready in 6 
hours 

"20 August - Trapani — DD is ready in 6 hours. Proceeded to the boarding of the mines 
for the obstruction S 44. From 19:50 to 20:10, from 21:10 to 21:45 and from 22:55 to 22:10 aerial 
alarm. 3 strike aircrafts Bristol Blenheim are sighted that do not execute the launch of bombs, is 
carried out shooting of obstruction with the machine-guns. 

"21 August - Trapani - Ready in 6 hours. Because of the adverse atmospheric conditions 
putting down of the obstruction S 44, previewed for the 22™, are sent back by 24 hours. 

"22 August - Trapani - Ready in 6 hours 

"23 August - At 03:30 the DDs Pigafetta, Da Verazzano, Da Mosto, Zeno, Pessagno, Da 
Noli lignite. From 04:25 to 05:40 they leave the mooring. In passing of the obstruction row of line 
in the established order. The prescribed routes are followed in order to reach the zone of 
obstruction S 44. From 07:00 the returning formation is escorted by r m. aircraft and fighters. At 
08:30 sighted the Usodimare and Centauro and from 10:23 to 11:17 are executed the putting 
down of the obstruction, turn to direct for return. From 14:30 to 16:00 the DD resumes the 
mooring at Trapani. It is proceeded to the disembarkation of the remaining buoys aboard and to 
the express refueling for being ready to move to very soon, according to the orders of 
Supermarina”. 
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CHAPTER XVI 


MALTA 


OBSTRUCTION M 6 - M6 BIS 
22 SEPTEMBER 1941 


64 - The resting of obstruction M6/M 6 bis 
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Incrociatore della classe «Condottieri» mentre lascia il recinto retale in una base italiana per 
procedere alla posa di un campo minato. 


Posa delle mine da parte dello stesso incrocia 
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64) PUTTING DOWN OF OBSTRUCTION M 6/M 6 BIS 


In August 1941 Supermarina emanated the first directives for another twofold obstruction 
- M 6and M 6 bis - in waters of Malta, to rest in the East South zone, as seen in map n. 13. 

This time the arms to employ were of two types; P 200 mines with acoustic device (like 
for M 4 and M 4 bis) and P 200 mines with antenna. 

The preparation of these arms - 100 for each type - could not but it are completed for the 
period of new moon of August and therefore the operation was sent back to the new moon of 
September (new moon of the 21"). 

Was assigned the four DDs of the 12" squadron and that is: Corazziere (C. V. Melodia) - 
Ascari (C. F. Calamai) - Carabiniere (C. F. Sicco) - Lanciere (C. F. Di Gropello); and moreover, 
which units of escort, the DD Aviere (C. V. Bigi) and Camicia Nera (C. F. Garino). 

The operations order was emanated on 18 December 1941 by the Commander of the 3“ 
Division (A.D. Bruno Brivonesi on the Trento) from which the 12" squadron depended. 

Of it we reassume the part regarding the particular dispositions for the putting down: 

- Arms to embark on each DD: 25 P200 mines with acoustic device, regulation to 20 m.; 
25 p 200 antenna mines, buoy regulation 3 m. 

- Types of arms variously alternated 

- To reach point M (see diagram n. 9) at 01:30 hours of "V" day (to establish) after to 
have opportunely reduced speed to 10 knots. 

- At point M, separation of the two sections of the Squadron: Corazziere and Carabiniere 
towards the zone of M 6, Ascari and Aviere towards that one of M 6 bis. 
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GraFico N. 9 


SBARRAMENTI M6 - M6 Bis 


N 





Carabiniere 


Corazziere 
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- It rests with serpentine routes, to clusters, beginning from the stern DD. 

- Interval between the launch of the arms 18° (90 meters). 

- Interval between a cluster and the other 5" 15° (1600 meters). 

- First and third cluster (of every unit) with 12 weapons, second and quarter with 13. 

- DD of the escort: one for each section, maintaining itself, regarding the Head section, of 
prow to the right in M 6, on the left in M 6 bis, so as to cover possible origins from the enemy 
base. 

- At the rests completed: each group to redeem themselves from the external side 
regarding Malta and to direct on point of meeting (20 miles to SSE of Capo Passero); are to 
continue joined for route to the North. 

The Commander of Messina arranged a insidious ambush with one section of MAS with 
the same modalities as that of the previous obstructions M 4 and M 4 bis. The TB Missori was 
charged to intercross to the South of Capo Passero for eventual nautical support to the MAS. 

The Aeronautics decided that the "fighters are always ready in state of alarm" from the 
moment in which the unit began the boarding of the arms. 

The six DDs exited from Augusta at 18:00 of 22 September 1941 and following the 
routes prescribed in the operations order (to the east of obstruction M 4-M 4 bis) executed put 
down with the following times: 


HOUR START END 

01:24 Lanciere - 

01:35 Carabiniere - 

01:52 - Lanciere 
01:55 Ascari - 

02:02 - Carabiniere 
02:07 Corazziere - 

02:23 - Ascari 


02:34 - Corazziere 
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During the putting down, and precisely at 01:55 -02:17 — 02:27 hours respective were 
heard three - two - two explosions. 

At 06:59 of the 23 September two groups were in sight of each other, at the height of 
Cape Murro di Porco. 

During return navigation the DDs will receive the order to return to Taranto, where they 
arrived at 17:25. 

We bring back the "contained Observations" in the report of the squadron Leader: 

"The putting down of the obstructions has happened following the attached diagram 
exactly and in conformity of the previewed dispositions, a lot that it has not been necessary any 
signals them between the units during the entire night. 

"At 01:35 ignited a red beacon whose position was near Marsa Sirocco. Such beacon, that 
I think had the goal to signal to airplane in return to their base, emitted to intervals flashes 
correspondents to the letters Z D. Such made has carried the commander of the Lanciere to think 
to find himself in presence of unit of enemy vigilance, that the foretold unit demanded the 
password. 

"Therefore has emitted the prescribed signal of sight on the u.c., locking the interval 
between the second and the third cluster of mines, than in that moment it was resting. 

"The misunderstanding is totally justified since the luminous intensity of the beacon had 
to be very strong that as much as it could be imagined, much to make to see it, in spite of the red 
coloration, to a distance of beyond twenty miles. 

"Its coloration and moreover the letter signaling to repetitions, first impression logically 
carried also to exclude to be a matter itself of a beacon, and to think instead to be a matter of a 
unit close by at sea that it signaled 

"The misunderstanding has not influenced on the regular continuation of the obstruction. 
I think but right to make present that it would be opportune to inform of how much over the units 
that eventually had in the future to operate in the zone. 
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"It moreover notes that in proximity of the red beacon of which above it was seen at to 
ignite a fixed floodlight with shutters and fixed elevation around to the 50° and near this, to 
regular intervals, another floodlight that explored a sure field. I think that also they formed with 
the beacon arrange of signaling for airplane in return to the base. 

"As it is found from the chronological exposure, seven mines are exploded, in two or 
three groups at a time. From the activation interval I think it to be a matter of the arms with 
acoustic system." 

CAPTAIN 
Commander of the 12" squadron 
Paolo Melodia 
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CHAPTER XVII 


THE GERMAN III MAS FLOTILLA AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS BETWEEN THE 
TWO NAVIES 


65 - Dispatch of the German III MAS flotilla to Italy 

66 - An exchange of views visa via the mining of the Channel of Sicily and waters of 
Malta 67 - The activity of the German 3 MAS flotilla 

67 bis - Other missions of the 3 flotilla 

Appendix N. 3 - Obstructions laid in the waters of Malta by the German 3™ MAS flotilla 
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65) DISPATCH OF THE GERMAN III MAS FLOTILLA 


The mining of waters of Malta, as it had been lead until September 1941, That is 
employing DD or torpedo boats, introduced two disadvantages: first, for the insufficient 
availability of those units, given the continuous and onerous engagements of the defense 
of the traffic with Libya, proceeded slowly; according to, it was not opportune to make to 
forward those unit to distances inferior to 8 - 10 miles from the Maltese coast. In order to 
put down nearer obstructions, more close and therefore more dangerous for the enemy, 
units were necessary smaller, less visible, but fast and able to resist the sea sufficiently, 
and finally, that they could, join in groups of four-six units, to put with a sufficient 
number of mines to constitute one obstruction. 

Our MAS were much too small for being able to answer to the goal. 

The German Navy had instead already constructed the units adapted, and that is of 
the motor torpedo boats from 85 tons, 33 meters long and 5 wide, with draught of meters 
1.9 and speed of 28 knots. They were still calls MAS, because it classifies it of "motor 
torpedo boats" came in use later. 

These units had 4 torpedo tubes in which in place of the torpedo could be 
contained contact mines type U.M.B. and magnetic F.M.C. or T.M.A. type 

Of every unit usual carried 6 mines plus one (or two) tearing buoys and two (or 
one) explosive. 

German Navy, after the opportune agreements that were concluded in September 
1941, arranged the shipment in Sicily of 10 units that formed the HI MAS flotilla and that 
they constituted undoubtedly the most effective competition. 
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On 30 September 1941 (with dispatch n. 54116) Supermarina informed the Admiral of 
Messina of the following deployment to Sicily of the German III MAS Flotilla that would have 
Augusta as its logistics base and Port Empedocle the operating base. M.M. Commander of Sicily 
had therefore to immediately supply in those two localities the logistic work, which is lodgings, 
places of mooring, depots, communications, provisions, etc. In consequence changes to the 
deployment of the Italian MAS squadrons had also to be brought, for which the logistics base 
would have been Trapani and the operating bases would have been Messina, Palermo, Trapani, 
Mazara del Vallo and Pantelleria. 

While it was proceeded in Sicily to such preparations, the ten MAS came start, in groups, 
to Port S. Louis following the distance Reno-channels-Rodano to whose mouth Port S. Louis is 
found exactly. From this, with coastal routes, they came started on La Spezia for repairs to the 
hulls and putting to point of the drive systems. After a short period of practices the Flotilla 
gathered at Port Empedocle. On 16 December 1941 had place the first mission. 


66) AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS VISA VIA THE MINING OF THE CHANNEL OF SICILY 
AND THE WATERS OF MALTA 


When the German III MAS flotilla was ready to operate, that is towards the end of 
November 1941, had been already put down from Italian units 3250 German mines let alone 3000 
divided among German explosive buoys and tearing buoys. 

The contribution of means of the German Navy was therefore become because the 
Germany thought reached the moment important enough makes us notice its appreciations and its 
views on the employment of the mines in the Channel of Sicily as well as in the waters of Malta. 

On 23 November 1941 the Commander of the German Navy in Italy (Admiral Weichold) 
transmitted to Supermarina a memorandum of the Seekriegsleitung (Direction of the marine war) 
that we bring back (1); we will make to follow the answer of Supermarina 


(1) Warning the reader who the German memorandum here is transcribed in the existing 
translation between documents of the historical archives: translation much literal one, and 
therefore "sic". We have put in italics the parts of greater interest. 
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that beyond constituting the completion of the fact "exchange of views", answering also to the 
German critics, also has particular historical value to the effects of the purposes of the present 
volume, in how much reflect in complete way the situation and the appreciation that Supermarina 
from there it drew in the cares of the present and future possibilities. 

A disparity of views undoubtedly existed, always on the issue to conciliate the two 
conditions of which has been said previously: to mine the Channel, but to maintain open 
sufficient passages for the movements of our transports. The Germans were mostly oriented for a 
"totalitarian" closing. Supermarina could not give the preference to the problem to make to pass 
the transports, problem that interested also the Germans, but whose solution engaged above all, 
and continuously, the Italian Navy. 


SEEK RIEGSLEITUNG 
Berlin 31.10.41 B. 
Nr. 1. Skl. LE. 24876/41 Gkdos 
An den 
Deutschen Admiral beim Admiralstab 
der Kgl. italienischen Marine, Rom. 


SUBJECT: Employment of mines in the Mediterranean. 
Without direct references. 


"During the presence of the Chief of general staff of the Seekriegsleitung to the General 
Quartier of the Fuehrer, on 27.10.41, among other things having been also discussed the issue 
about the employment of mines in the Mediterranean. 

In this occasion they have been exposed to the Fuehrer, general lines, the opinions of the 
Seekriegsleitung on this problem, notes to the German Admiral at Rome from the memorandum 
of the Seekriegsleitung. 

In particular relief has been put on the obstruction of the Channel of Sicily. 
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"Channel of Sicily. 

The system of the obstruction has had since the beginning a particular weak point 
in the passage opened under the African coast in French territorial waters. Moreover the 
system does not cover today all the complete space of the Channel of Sicily, indeed, 
under the coast of the Sicily a wide passage is still open (1). 

The Seekriegsleitung considers another weak point the fact the English who 
evidently have had from some source exact news of the position of the obstructions - 
treason or systematic observation of continuous the equal movements of the Italian 
transports 

"It had to be calculated since the beginning that the mines put down in the center 
of the Channel of Sicily to great depth have one limited duration of efficiency. It is from 
thinking that now, after six months from the beginning of the rests, the obstructions 
introduce a limited efficiency and that especially in the zones of the greatest depths. This 
state of things is aggravated from the circumstance that the advanced antenna, with which 
they have been put down a part of the mines, did not render in practice as much had been 
promised in the relevant technical experiments 

"The Seekriegsleitung in short shares the judgment introduced from the German 
Admiral in Rome care the condition puts into effect and the judgment of the effectiveness 
of the obstruction of the Channel of Sicily 

"Recapitulating, remains to assess that the obstructions have made intimidation 
effect on the enemy with of the effective losses - which have sure not been all to our 
acquaintance - and with that damaged and disturbed from time to time the English traffic 
from west to east in the Mediterranean. That appeared in particular way in the age in 
which the continuous carried out aerial surveillance, like complement to shut with 
obstructions of mines, from part of the X C.A.T. in Sicily frustrated to the every enemy 
unmolested passage attempt. 

"It must be always thought that an obstruction of mines protect does not represent 
an obstacle only limited to an 





(1) The 16% miles between the North head of section S 44 and the island of 
Marettimo. 
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energetic and tenacious adversary, as well as more if as in this case has to the two ends of 
the open passages 

"The opportune and only zone in order to interrupt in effective way the English 
traffic in the Mediterranean with mines is and remains the Channel of Sicily. The trade 
now to consolidate the enclosed obstructions already puts down until the African coast in 
French territorial waters 

"Given the significance of this obstruction for the conduct of war in North Africa 
must pass in second line the cares for the phosphate traffics in course under the African 
coast, for the necessity primary by all means to block this passage for the English units of 
whichever type. The Italian Admiral care of the Seekriegsleitung, in occasion of his 
travel to Rome, has been asked to expose newly, in reference to that, the opinion of the 
Seekriegsleitung. 

"The Commander of the traffic of phosphates, necessary also second the ideas of 
the Seekriegsleitung, will have itself to be adapted to the new situation. 

"In the same way must be lengthened the obstruction of the Channel of Sicily 
ending under the coast of the Sicily. Here he can be left only opened one tightened 
passage in the immediate vicinities of the coast, that will have be protect with the 
employment of all means available or still to be created. 

"These means are to be looked at: 

a) Protection with coastal artillery of the passage opened, like also of the same 
obstruction (until where it allows the capacity of the artillery pieces). 

b) Obstructions of low depth mines (UMB) before and after the passage. 

c) Continuous employment of lookout-posts in the open passage of the 
obstruction (to force the submarines to keep underwater). 

d) Luminous obstructions against nocturnal unnoticed forcing of the open passage 
(similar to that in the last war in the Channel of Dover). 

e) Employment of boats proper (MAS) against English mercantile and warships. 
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"For having full effectiveness of the obstructions of mines aerial surveillance 
must be carried out continuously, waves to avoid that the mined Channel of Sicily can be 
forced with the aid of DDs and similar units with sweeping gear. It is not from excluding 
that English employ the DD, also going encounter to a sure risk, in order to satisfy 
continuous the supply for Malta and the Eastern Mediterranean, for being able therefore 
to explore or to create, being useful for the night, of the free routes of passage from mines 

"For the German part the necessary amounts of mines for shallow obstructions 
can be put to disposition against submarines in immersion, in order to close the open 
passage of the obstruction under the Sicilian coast. For the consolidation of the 
obstruction of the Channel of Sicily they can immediately be had: 

2000 mines for depth until 200 meters. 

1000 mines for greater depths can be made available in about four weeks. In need 
case these figures can be increased with continuous supply after put down happened. 

"The Seekriegsleitung are decided to put to every disposition the necessary 
amount of mines - in the picture of the possibilities - given the great importance of an 
effective obstruction of the Channel of Sicily. It sees but, like before obvious necessity 
for the efficiency, in the exposed sense over, the adjacent execution without open 
Passages, comprised the continuous surveillance 

"Malta" 

1. - In regard to the employment of mines against Malta, it is remained unchanged 
the validity of the consideration placed in the memoranda 

"Of the provisions considers convenient have been up to now executed only a 
mission for putting down of mines with MAS and one mission with airplane. Also it is 
demonstrated here that every to diminish of the own offensive activity, as was caused for 
the lack of forces for the necessary and urgent employment in another zone of the X 
C.A.T. as had immediate continuation strengthened English initiative. In that it is from 
seeing a characteristic of the conduct of the English marine war in the Mediterranean in 
kind. 
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"With remarkable manifest frankness as an example the radio of London on the war in 
the Mediterranean, of 28.10.41: 

"In the next serious combats in the Mediterranean and in "North Africa it depends much 
on Malta and its heroic "resistance. That the English Airforce has been able to achieve therefore 
"great success against Italy has been already up to now merit of Malta”. 

"The DD without prow in port was sighted continuously until recently by our own 
recognition on Malta, which without doubt it has been hit by an aerial mine, it visibly 
demonstrates the possibility of damaging of the enemy given in these circumstances 

"3. - In regard to the employment of mines in the zone before Malta the Seekriegsleitung 
refers to the repeated face to face talks in regard to this problem, which have shown a full 
agreement of concept between the German Admiral at Rome and the Kriegsleitung. 

"The execution of these provisions will be without doubt will be hindered in putting into 
effect because of the situation of the fuel, that it will be dealt to part. With all that it will be 
opportune to carry to the front this problem, for being able to take advantage of without delay 
every possibility of execution. 


by order 
FRIEDRICHS 


The Supermarina answered with dispatch n. 28406 dated 12 Decembers 1941: 

To the Chief of general staff 

of connection to the German Navy 

"With reference to the memorandum dated 31 October of the Seekriegsleitung 
transmitted from the German Naval Command in Italy with sheet Gkdos 6672 - To 3 of 23 
November u. s., it is requested to carry to acquaintance of the Seekriegsleitung the followed 
considerations reported to several the points of the above-mentioned memorandum. Enclosed is 
glossy indicative". 

[ The glossy contained all the obstructions until then laid, that is until S 44, marked in 
red; of others marked in green, those that is still under study, we will say as if of it will speak in 
the text of the memorandum. For those it marked in red is worth the map n. 11]. 
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1/a) Supermarina shares the opinion that the possibility of passage in French 
territorial waters constitutes a particular and most serious weak point of all the system to 
the effects of the fitness for traffic of enemy units 

"The possibility to block with mines French territorial waters invests issues of 
political nature that exceeded from the sphere of competence of the R Navy. 

"In consequence, every time that conditions of time and in general has concurred, 
always has been offered in order to block with mobile means available (MAS and 
submarines) the passage, inferior to three miles, under the Tunisian coast. 

"1/b) Perfectly acquainted of the other weak point of the system, constituted from 
the wide passage to the SW of Marettimo, Supermarina has already for a long time 
previewed and predisposed laying of an obstruction (S5) that it constitutes while, in the 
better way, an ulterior difficulty to the free transit of the enemy ". 

[The obstruction S 5 on glossy occupies approximately the positions of S51 and 
S52 on map n. 11]. 

"Issues contingent, relative above all to the availability of the units destined to 
carry out the operation, until today have prevented to put down; all it is ready in order to 
carry out the operation just as soon as will be able to arrange for the naval destroyers 
necessity. 

"The necessary to close such passage very soon has indeed induced Supermarina 
to follow for the S5 a tracing in great depths that obviously it has temporary character; 
already is previewed to integrate such obstruction with other putting down more to the 
east along the line of lesser depths between the end of Banco Avventura to S44 and the 
bench that encircles Marettimo (obstruction plan A)". 

[The obstruction A was marked on the glossy in the position in which they are 
found on map n. 11 S61 and S62]. 

"Such tracing has been for the moment excluded because the put down could only 
happen among some month, in relation to the following necessities: 
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Imbarco di mine su esploratori della classe «Navigatori». 





Esplosione accidentale di una mina ad antenna tedesca, dopo la posa. 
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- To arrange, with permanence character, a buoy with luminous signal in position 
adapted on the Banco Avventura in order to allow us the safety of navigation coming 
from South; consequent necessity to put down a cable between the buoy and Marettimo. 

- To be able to arrange a sufficient number of minesweepers that assures the 
fitness for traffic of crossings that, going more and more restricted, they can with always 
greater facility be lays a trap by the enemy, compromising without warning the 
possibility of transit of our steamboats. 

To be able arrange of sufficient means for the necessary aerial contrast to assure 
the put into effect of the preliminary operations (anchoring of the buoy and above all 
putting down of the cable) and the possibility of free employment of the minesweeper 

"1/c) To such purpose indeed it is opportune to specify at least that the channel of 
Sicily, if undoubtedly represents for the enemy a way extremely favorable for the 
strengthening of Malta and the Middle East, represents but also for us, in the strategic 
situation of the moment, a way of vital traffic of which it is necessary to be able to decide 
exclusively not being able itself to make account on the traffic to the east of Malta that, 
independently from the greater distance, does not represent a sure marine way on which it 
can be counted without interruptions. 

"Undoubtedly, to be able to count on the possibility to have use of two main 
directions of traffic (Channel of Sicily and the central Mediterranean to the east of Malta) 
offers us several operating possibilities and adaptable to the circumstances, removing to 
the enemy the possibility to carry out the surveillance and to concentrate means of attack 
in a single field 

"In consequence, in puts into effect those moment, while the convenience to 
hinder is obvious as much more is possible the transit of the enemy through the Channel 
of Sicily, is similarly obvious the opportunity to maintain as much as is possible free and 
sure the transit for us and therefore not to narrow the few passages more and more, to 
force us to the limit of a single route of traffic that the enemy, to the state puts into effect 
of the things (lack of minesweepers - limited aerial support to the minesweeper), could 
undoubtedly 
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lay a trap: the numerous enemy obstructions that one by one find rested in put into effect 
along the moment Italian coasts give the measure of the possibilities that in merit the 
enemy still has (1). 

"1/d) For how much one refers to the acquaintance from part of the enemy of the 
free transits in the Channel of Sicily, and consequently of the positions of the 
obstructions, the necessity is not looked at to refer to eventual indiscretions. To 
continuation of the first losses of ships on the new obstructions the enemy has 
undoubtedly intensified the aerial surveillance of our traffics and it has not been difficult 
to characterize the free ways of traffic we follow. 

"In purpose can be rather noticed that, shrinking more and more and reducing 
them to a single route, still more exactly the enemy will be able to characterize it, both to 
offensive scope, and in the cares of the use of for own traffic. 

" 1/e) Under every aspect after all arrives to the conclusion, as of the rest is 
brought to light by the Seekriegsleitung, that whichever obstruction is effective, without 
becoming harmful, only when the fixed arms of defense turn out integrated by the 
necessary mobile means: airplane, minesweeper, submarine chaser, etc. 

"Therefore the R. Navy is giving the maximum increment to the construction of 
necessary naval means, and the fitness for traffic cannot until their preparation 
circumscribing to one single route through the Channel of Sicily. In the meantime will be 
instead put into effect all those obstructions and those traps that are worth to render more 
and more contrasted and dangerous the passage of enemy ships, also not having the 
pretension to prevent it to one hundred percent. 

"Adding that the R. Navy so is comprised of the strategic importance of the 
Channel of Sicily that, as soon as it will not be offered of necessary mobile means, is not 
averse considering the opportunity to correct and to integrate puts into effect the 
obstructions to means of one obstruction of the maximum efficiency to rest between Cape 
Feto and Pantelleria and Pantelleria and Kelibia. The study is in course, but, obviously, 
for necessary means, draft of 

(1) Of the obstructions is put down by the enemy of our waters is dealt with in 
Chapter XXV, XXVI and XXVIL. 
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operation to complete between months, in case the future general strategic situation still 
justifies the execution”. 

[This great obstruction was indicated in the glossy but it was never rested ]. 

"2/a) Supermarina it shares the opinion that is from considering after some time of 
reduced effectiveness the obstructions S 11, S 12, S 13 and the obstruction S 5 to lay, 
both for technical deficiency of the employed arms, and because of it the elevated depths 
of sea. 

"With respect to the strengthening of S 5 already has been said in paragraph 1/b). 

"As far as the strengthening of the western obstructions of (S 11, 12 S and S 13) 
the problem is in part connected to the issue of French territorial waters and the general 
requirements of our traffic already highlighted in several the paragraphs of codicil 1 

"2/b) For how much has connection to the French territorial waters note that 
whichever strengthening is in vain, in totalitarian sense, if remains the passage of the 3 
coastal miles. 

"Nevertheless, above all in order to hold account of the still smaller efficiency of 
S 11 (all arms with advanced antenna of which many burst at the action of rests) 
Supermarina has already under study laying of an obstruction according to plan B/1 NW 
of S11. The preference to plan B/1 would be given rather than to B/2 (to SE of S 11) in 
sight of the future operations of minesweeping and of laying for the maintenance of the 
way of traffic near Kelibia " 

[ On the glossy B/1 was marked between S 11-S12 and S 71; the B/2 between S 
11 and 4 AN (map n. 11]. 

"Criteria directed in the cares of B/1 are following: 

- not to totally block the way of Cape Bon for the moment, for the reasons already 
sayings and that still they will be highlighted the dealing of the phosphates traffic. 

- To create while a greater dangerousness to the transit of enemy units, leaning 
possibly to the extinction as much as you like of the beacon of Cape Bon; reason in fact 
to think, based on the numerous observations made, that is had the enemy not cross 
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completely unpunished the obstructions S 11, S 12 and S 13, but to land at Cape Bon and 
passes, when it succeeds to it, in French territorial waters. The rests of B/1 and the 
extinction of the beacon of Cape Bon succeeding of our mobile means in zone will 
increase the probabilities of and of collision against mines of the enemy units. The 
possibility to influence on France in the intentional sense as far as the beacon of Cape 
Bon appears for the moment easier than how much it is not the employment total of 
territorial waters and annexed coasts 

"2/c) It is in fact to specify that, at the present moment, the total obstruction of 
French territorial waters offers to more damages that advantages. The French territorial 
waters, beyond that subsidiary way and reserved for the traffic with Libya, constitutes the 
way of normal traffic for the slow phosphate steamboats. Such traffic interests not only 
French steamboats, but Italian steamboats that in good part are sailing also for interests, 
directed and indirect, of the nations of the Axis 

"And since such traffic, beyond that for technical reasons, it cannot be under way 
for Marettimo because of the operating interferences and of the saturation of such route 
of traffic that would remain the only one available, if not deduces that currently the 
French steamboats cannot follow that the coastal routes of Tunisia. 

"It can be thought, and already has been believed, the tracing of a route of safety 
through Tunisian territorial waters, for the total rest of the mines; but that, also for the 
coastal preparations necessary in order to defend the safe route, while it does not offer 
some difficulty and it integrally resolves the problem from the technical point of view, 
still introduces political difficulties that exceeded from the sphere of competence of 
Supermarina. 

"Also in this case therefore one expresses the opinion that for the moment, and in 
attended of development of events, the greater damage to the enemy, without harm 
serious to the interests of the Axis, can be searched in only rests of B/1, possibly placed 
side by side to the extinction as much as you like of Cape Bon. 

"3) How much refers to the remaining paragraphs of the memorandum of the 
Seekriegsleitung in the care of the Channel of Sicily already has been implicitly dealt 
with in the considerations above for. 
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been up, but thank the Seekriegsleitung for the arms put at our disposition and that they 
will be able to only have under way in Italy when placed in the magazines and depot. It 
will also be much appreciated the aid and the council of the technicians of German Navy 
for the relative studies and details to the various obstructions, when they have realizes the 
directed criteria based on the general and strategic situation of the Sector of the Channel 
of Sicily in particular and the marine war in general 

"In order to reassume the conclusive opinion of Supermarina, shows the following 
course of the successive operations, studies, predispositions: 


"FIRST TIME: 

- To reinforce the obstructions S 11 and S 5, carrying out placement of which to 
plans B/1 ed. A. 

- To face while relative the political problem to French territorial waters, in order 
to decide very soon if it is possible to realize the maximum program (obstruction of 
territorial waters with tracing of safe routes, support and defended from land of the safe 
routes) or the minimal program (the desired extinction of the beacon of Cape Bon). 

- To speed up the preparation of necessary naval means (minesweeper, submarine 
chaser etc.). 


"SECOND TIME: 
- To put into effect how much will turn out possible for the total interdiction 
(mines and safe routes) or virtual (extinction to Cape Bon) of French territorial waters. 


"THIRD TIME: 

- Subordinately to the relative possibilities to French territorial waters and the 
already achievable effect with the obstructions in action, let alone to the preparation of 
mobile means necessary and to the situation that will come to determine themselves in 
the Mediterranean, to examine the opportunity of further reinforce and strengthen of the 
existing obstructions; if that will turn out necessary and that is will remain an analogous 
situation to that one puts into effect, it will not be easy 
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because of the depth and of the narrowing of the traffic ways to reinforce the several S 
obstructions in the passage, but it will have to be given run to the great obstruction Cape 
Feto-Pantelleria-Kelibia". 


"Malta 

"As it turns out from the data already transmitted to the Kriegsleitung, near Malta 
has not been executed any rests of mines with MAS. Our MAS cannot carry out 
operations of rest of mines. They have been instead executed 7 operations of rests by 
means of naval destroyer and torpedo boats 

"As program is previewed to execute, to every new moon, one puts down mines 
with one squadron of torpedo boats or naval destroyer. But also in such shape, given the 
exceptional activity and wear and tear of such units for the necessities inherent to the 
traffics and consequent the most insufficient availability of torpedo boats, has not been 
able to give run to the program predisposed not even with one average squadron of Ct or 
TB; nor can any improvement be previewed until may arrange the new torpedo boats in 
course of construction". 

The CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
Arthur Riccardi 


This exhausting and very weighted answer from Supermarina unfortunately was 
not relieved from a continuation of favorable events. This we will see in the following 
Chapter, while now we must return to the German III MAS Flotilla. 


67) THE ACTIVITY OF THE GERMAN III MAS FLOTILLA 

The employment of the units of the II MAS flotilla was the exclusive 
competence of the Germanic Navy Command in Italy, with the condition that the 
execution of a mission was subordinated to the approval of Supermarina. To this the right 
to make was moreover always classified to suspend the execution of a mission if it did 
not think it compatible with other operations disposed or in course. If then the Command 
of the German Navy or the same Commander of the Flotilla suspended the initiative the 
execution of a mission for a whichever reason, Supermarina 
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and the Commander of Messina is immediately informed. 
As example of the procedure used we bring back the relative communication to 
the first mission: 


BEFEHLSHABER 
des Deutschen Marine - Kommandos Italien 
Gkdos 1507/41 
15 December 1941 
To the General Staff of the R. Italian Navy 
(to hands of Commander Foscari) 
"I have intention to execute, the day of the departure of the convoy for Benghazi 
and Tripoli, the mission with the III MAS flotilla according to operations order n. 4 
attached. 
"Is enclosed a copy for the Admiral of Messina. 
"It is hereby requested that Supermarina give its consent ". 
WEICHOLD 


SUPERMARINA 
(WARNING) 
N. - 8631 given 16 Decembers 1941 - 09:35 hour 
German Naval command in Italy 
"Reference 1507 in dated 15 current 
"Nothing hinders the execution of operations order n. 4" 
RICCARDI 


The convoy which Admiral Weichold referred were constituted by four large 
motor-ships (of which one German) loaded with ammunitions, naphtha and various 
materials; the most important convoy, for which they took to the sea also cruisers and 
battleships. We will have occasion to cite it in the following chapter. 
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The mission was executed in the night of 16-17 December 1941 with four MAS 
and consisted of putting down of a obstruction in front of the entrance of the Valletta, 
continuation from some hours of ambush. 

The first mission completed by the German III MAS flotilla was this, whose units 
operated in waters of Malta until 7 November 1942 putting down 27 obstructions as is 
indicated in table n. 3 and in map n. 20. 

The missions were completed of usually with 4-6 unit; sometimes of it they went 
two alone. The number of the units mainly depended on the number of mines to be 
rested; the rests however were entrusted to two or three units, while the others, armed 
with torpedo, had task of ambush and eventual attendance to the first. 


67 °"*) OTHER MISSIONS OF THE III FLOTILLA 

We want to say something of the episodes of greater relief taken place during 
some of these 27 missions, several of which were disturbed by enemy reaction; also 
because in several of them Italian personal participated. 


a) 7 May 1942 (obstruction MT 19) 
From the Diary of the Supermarina: 


"Navy Messina informs that three German torpedo boats have sighted at 
approximately 5 miles from the Valletta a submarine chaser of approximately 300 tons 
armed with light and heavy machine-gun and 12 depth charges. Weak reaction. 
Immobilized some of the engines, the crew has thrown themselves into the sea. They are 
saved a lieutenant, an ensign and 9 sailors, of which 6 wounded. Three sailors are killed. 
German sailors go aboard and have captured nautical flags and papers; the secret 
documents already had been destroyed. The unit, was set afire, exploded and sunk. No 
reaction from the coast, neither with batteries, nor with floodlights. The action had a 
duration of approximately 20 minutes". 

It was as a result of this episode that we had a tangible test of that the enemy 
knew the positions of our obstructions enough well that Admiral Barone, reporting to 
Supermarina on 7 May (message 35914) said among other things: 


USMMI8 
Page 294 - 295 


Cantina N, 20 


TIGLIA MAS TEDESCA 
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\ SBARRAMENTI POSATI DAVANTI A MALT 
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MT ta 
MT 1b 


16.12.41 


23.12.41 
24.12.41 
31.92.41 
15. 1.42 
15. 3.42 
16. 3.42 
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TABLE N. 3 
OBSTRUCTIONS RESTED IN THE WATERS OF MALTA 
BY THE GERMAN HI MAS FLOTILLA 
Acronym Date N. Mines | N. buoys | N. buoys | Before (p) 
tearing | explosive | or after (d) 
new moon 
days 
MT 1 YEAR 1941 | 24 T.M.A 4 17 2p. 
16 December 
MT 2 22 December | 19 T.M.A. 6 12 4d. 
MT 3 23 December | 21 T.M.A. 6 js 5d. 
MT 4 31 December | 9 T.M.A. Z 4 13 d. 
MT 5 YEAR 1942 | 24 T.M.A. 4 8 2p. 
14 January 6 U.M.B. 
MT 6 15 March 12 T.M.A. 4 12 2p. 
MT 7 16 March 18 T.M.A. 4 12 1 p. 
6 U.M.B. 
MT 8 17 March 18 T.M.A. 4 12 - 
6 U.M.B. 
MT 9 19 March 27 U.M.B. 6 18 2d. 
MT 10 11 April 8 E.M.F. 4 12 4 p. 
18 U.M.B. 
MT 11 12 April 27 U.M.B. 6 18 3 p. 
MT 12 13 April 27 U.M.B. 6 18 2 p. 
MT 13 20 April 33 U.M.B. 6 18 5d. 
MT 14 21 April 27 U.M.B. 6 18 6d. 
MT 15 25 April 27 U.M.B. 6 18 10 d. 
MT 16 26 April 12 U.M.B. 6 18 11d. 
12 F.M.C. 
MT 17 27 April 36 F.M.C. 6 18 2d: 
MT 18 28 April 36 F.M.C. 6 18 13 d. 
MT 19 7 May 12 F.M.C. 4 12 8 p. 
MT 20 8 May 20 F.M.C. 2 6 7 p. 
MT 21 9 May 20 F.M.C. pi 6 6 p. 
MT 22 10 May 20 F.M.C. Z 6 5 p. 
MT 23 15 May 12 F.M.C. 2 4 - 
MT 24 17 May 24 F.M.C. 4 12 2d. 
MT 25 3 November | 33 U.M.B. 18 6 5 p. 
MT 26 4 November | 33 U.M.B. - 22 4p. 
MT 27 7 November | 42 U.M.B. - - 1 p. 
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"... Between the nautical papers captured is a Chart of the Canal of Sicily with the 
positions our obstructions mines marked with good approximation... ". 

b) 10 May 1942 (obstruction MT 22) According to a communication of an 
airplane, at 18:45 of 9 May 1942 an English cruiser was found to the North of Tunisia 
with an Easterly route, speed approximately 24 knots, presumably directed to Malta. 

Sailed in three sections 7 German MAS; one of three units with mines, two with 
two torpedoes on each unit. 

At 04:45 of 19 May, as soon as finished putting down of obstruction MT 22, from 
coastal emplacements of machine-gun the fire against the MAS of the 1“ section was 
opened. A few minutes later, while the MAS were receiving fire without answering, one 
of them hit in a mine and sank in a few minutes. 10 men died. The other units retrieved 
the survivors among which the commander and our ensign De Tommasi unharmed and 
three wounded. 

At 05:05 the two remaining units sighted at approximately 5000 meters a cruiser 
of 2500 tons They directed for the attack and they launched 3 torpedo without hitting; 
without enemy reaction they went away in order to join with the 3" section, on which 
was ours sub-lieutenant Barone. His dictates section in the meantime had sighted two 
small units of vigilance against which they opened fire provoking serious damages. Then 
marked the fire of another larger unit arriving on the scene (probably a Ct) one went 
away and one rejoined with the others two sections. The six MAS returned to Augusta at 
09:15 of same 10 May. 

From information of the Luftwaffe it turned out that the cruiser had hit a mine put 
down by the 1“ section and who had been sailing in the basin. 

With the Anglo-American invasion in Africa (8 November 1942) stopped putting 
down of offensives obstructions in waters of Malta from part of the German III MAS 
flotilla, then it was transferred to Tunisia. From 16 December 1942 to 6 May 1943 it 
preformed 27 
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missions resting obstructions of the same type of those rested in the waters of Malta, 
from a minimum of 10 to a maximum of 47 weapons and nearly all completed with 10/12 
explosive or tearing buoys. 

Ten of these obstructions were rested in front of Bona and Philippeville with 
offensive criterion; the others were defense drawn near of Biserta, Susa and the adjacent 
coast”. 

The total of arms put down during these missions was of 450 mines and 195 anti- 
dredging. 
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CHAPTER XVUI 
CHANNEL OF SICILY - MALTA 


APRIL - AUGUST 1942 


68 - The 5" part of obstruction "S" 

69 - The rests of obstruction M 5 and canceled rests of M 7 

70 — The events of summer 1942 and the vicissitudes of the temporary obstruction 
St 1 near Cape Bon. 
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68) THE FIFTH PART (S5) OF OBSTRUCTION "S" 

This part did not have, so to speak, the fortune of the four previous ones: it had to 
be rested in the second decade of November 1941, but it could be only in April 1942; and 
conceived with a very complex composition, then it was put into effect in remarkably 
reduced proportions. 

The first directives for the composition and the operations of 1941 (dispatch 
24664 directed to the M.M. Commander of Sicily the rests of S 5 was emanated from 
Supermarina on | November and to the Commander of the 4" Division on the CL Di 
Giussano). 

Being previewed 7 lines with these modalities: 


Line A - DD Vivaldi - 94 arms - embarked at Trapani 
" B - Ct Malacella — 94 " . at Augusta 
" C-CL Da Barbiano - 94 " ‘ at Augusta 
" D-CL Di Giussana — 105 " ‘ at Augusta 
" E- Ferry. Reggia - bs as " at Trapani 
" F- Ferry. Aspramente - 133 . at Trapani 
" G- One “Soldato"” type DD 207 ‘ at Trapani 


Three DDs had to be assigns you for the escort of the group in departure from 
Augusta and another Three for the escort of the group in departure from Trapani. 

The preliminary operations, that is sound, antisubmarine mopping-up, 
minesweeping, close aerial recognitions, and at the opportune moment antisubmarine 
aerial escort and hunting in flight over the operating units, were entrusted to the 
Commanders of Messina and Trapani, as for the previous parts (1). 

It rests had to happen with one single expedition; the Italian arms were all 
antenna-mines. 


(1) The Carddi could execute all the soundings on 9 November 
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The unfavorable meteorological conditions to the beginning of the second decade 
of November provoked a first dismissal of the operations. While on 9 November had 
happened that nocturnal action as a result of which destroyed an entire convoy of seven 
mercantile ships and was also sunk the DDs Fulmine and Libeccio. It was the beginning 
of an all out offensive against our Libyan traffic, prelude of that offensive of the English 
forces of General Auchinlek who within the month of December nearly rejected our 
Forces entirely out of the Cirenaica. 

The High supreme command had urged the Supermarina to engage with all its 
forces so that the supplies reached the ports of Libya, at all costs, without regard to risks 
and sacrifices. On 21 November for a large convoy took to the sea the CRs Gorizia, 
Trieste, Trento, Garibaldi and Duca degli Abruzzi; this last and the Trieste were hit by 
torpedoes. 

On 29 November for protection of the traffic to the east of Malta they took to the 
sea the BB Duilio, the Cruisers Duca d'Aosta, Montecuccoli, Attendolo and Garibaldi. 
This last one was hit by a torpedo. 

On 1 December was sunk the DD Da Mosto, attacked by surface ships while it 
escorted a tanker, who endured the same fate. 

On 13 December had beginning the departures from Taranto of three convoys, 
two for Tripoli and one for Benghazi. To protect them, for direct escort and support, they 
took to the sea the battleships Vittorio Veneto and Doria, the CRs Gorizia, Garibaldi, 
Duca d'Aosta, Montecuccoli, Attendolo and some 27 DDs and TBs subdivided between 
escort to the cargo vessels and escort to the greater units. The Vittorio Veneto was 
torpedoed, but it returned under its own means; and since they had been sighted huge 
enemy forces, the operation was sent back and the ships returned. After some days they 
resumed the sea, with the Littorio in place of the Vittorio Veneto and the Duilio in place 
of the Doria; it soon followed the "first battles of the Sirte". We remember that - as we 
have seen in Chapter XIII a part of the English forces that had participated to the battle 
ran into obstruction "T" losing CL the Neptune and the DD Kandahar. 

Other large group of convoys for Tripoli (Benghazi was by now occupied by the 
English) made to take to the sea on 3 January 1942 with battleships, cruisers and, 
naturally, great 
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number of DDs; the thing repeats on 22 January, 21 February and finally (but without the 
battleships) 7 March 1942. 

During this critical period many transports of personnel and materials, especially 
combustible, were completed by military units: cruisers, DDs, and also submarines; in 
such missions we lost the CLs Di Giussano and Da Barbiano - just those two that were 
assigned to rest of S 5 - in the night of 12 December, the attacks from English DDs while 
they carried from Palermo to Tripoli a huge benzene cargo in barrels. 

The reader will find the complete history of the events of this period, in which it 
was not possible puts down it of S 5, in the Volume VII "The defense of the traffic with 
the North Africa"; here it is necessarily limit to you to reassume, a lot for "top items" the 
more important events so that the reader became account of how much was difficult, in 
those conditions, to supply to other obstructions in the Channel of Sicily, and that have 
nothing to do with the other opposite difficulties from the bad sea (was in the mid winter 
season). 

But this does not mean at all that the plans of those obstructions had been set 
aside. Supermarina pursued with tenacity the eventuality of being able to pick the 
opportune moment. 25 December 1941, with dispatch 29570, communicated to the M.M. 
Commander of the Sicily 

"To preview that for laying of the obstruction S 5 it must employ the cruisers 
Garibaldi (90 arms), Cadorna (84) and Bande Nere (102), two Vivaldi DDs (94 each) 
and 4 Soldato type DDs (50 each). 

"As it is known the mines are deposited in number of 300 at Augusta and 400 at 
Trapani. 

"Based on the possibility of embarking and places of mooring in the two centers 
are asked to indicate which are the most opportune division of the nine units of which 
over for the effectuation of the cargo in the two bases, so that if can some hold account 
when opportunely must be located the units for the operation in argument”. 

THE HEAD OF GENERAL STAFF 
L. Sansonetti 
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On 26 January 1942 Supermarina returned again to the subject with new 
directives and instructions to the Commanders of Messina and the Naval Forces (Admiral 
Iachino). This last one had to put at the disposition of the Admiral of Messina the CLs 
Garibaldi and Bande Nere, the DDs Vivaldi and Malocello and those of the a 
squadrons (Aviere) and 13" (Alpino). On 29 J anuary 1942 Messina Navy emanated its 
operations order and on | February equally made the Commander of the 8"" Division 
(A.D. Lombardi on the Garibaldi). The plan had been modified and the obstruction had 
to consist in three consecutive lines, with only one direction, each of which formed from 
three rows of Italian P 200 mines with antenna. It remained to establish the day of the 
execution. But on 6 February Supermarina sent back the operation to establish the date. 

On 18 March 1942 the mechanism recovered in motion, but it was another 
unsuccessful attempt. The operations orders were remained those previous ones, with 
some varying additions and that they did not modify the composition of the obstruction. 
On 22 March Supermarina suspended the execution until new order. 

Finally on 28 March 1942 Supermarina emanated new instructions with which it 
was atrived - also with some reduction - to the rests of S 5. 

It was carried out in a particularly favorable moment: already for more than three 
months the Mediterranean Fleet were remained lacking in three battleships Bahram, sunk 
by German sub, Valiant and Queen Elizabeth sunk by our means of onslaught; and in 
Sicily it had been located the German II Aerial Cops that with its continuous bombing of 
Malta had practically neutralized the offensive potential of that base. In the period of two 
months March- April 1942 the hammering of Malta had reached the maximum intensity. 
Our troops had resumed the march towards Egypt and was it not the opportune moment 
for detach several units from the tasks of protection of the traffic. The plan of rests of S 5 
therefore was conveniently reduced: two lines of 180 arms each (you see map n. 11; toa 
third line, previewed by the instructions of 28 March, canceled at the last moment) rested 
in two successive shipments by the DDs Vivaldi and Malocello with 90 arms each. 
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The two DD had the order on 8 April to move themselves to Trapani; the 
preliminary operations the DD Cigno and Abba were destined, than they executed to 
them without difficulty. 

Also the operations of put down of both the drafts were carried out regularly. 

The two DD Vivaldi and Malocello exited from Trapani on 11 April at 09:15. The 
rests of S 51 was executed from 11:15 to 11:40. At 15:30 the DDs was again at Trapani 
and will proceed ready to the boarding of the other 180 mines; at 04:55 of 12 April they 
resumed the sea for putting down of S 52 that was executed from 07:12 to 07:34. 
Returning to Trapani they had order to prepare for another mission of which we will now 
deal. 


69) THE RESTS OF OBSTRUCTION M5 AND THE MISSED RESTS OF 
OBSTRUCTION M7. 

Supermarina in fact, while it made to prepare putting down of S 5, decided to be 
useful for the favorable moment in order to execute soon after, employing of the same 
two DDs, putting down of obstructions M 5, M 7 and M 8 to the South of Malta (sees 
map n. 13). 

Also these obstructions had been plan since 1940, but the execution had to be sent 
back because of the adverse circumstances of which we have said to the previous 
paragraph. 

Obstruction M 5 was formed with 156 mines (96 Elia and 60 p 200) embarked at 
Trapani. But a part of the p 200 with antenna and had to be sent to Trapani from Augusta 
by railway, that caused a delay of some days in the preparation of the shipment. 

The two DDs exited from Trapani at 15:30 of 18 April 1942 and directed in order 
to pass close to Pantelleria. From this, rather than to make route directly for the zone of 
the obstruction, the DDs directed for Linosa. Such shunting line was motivated from the 
convenience to reduce the as much as possible dead reckoning, having way to determine 
the position with sufficient exactitude using of the beacon of that island, before reaching 
the zone of the obstruction where, evidently, could not be had no reference to points on 
land. Making route directed from Pantelleria the DDs would have had to cover 140 miles; 
from Linosa the distance was reduced to 80. 
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Since of agreement with the German Aeronautics it had been arranged the so- 
called "aerial disturbance", that is an aerial bombing of Malta to execute itself during the 
putting down of the obstruction (as during every mission of the sort) at 00:04 of 19 April 
was begun to notice from the DDs ignitions of floodlights, Bengal and explosions of 
grenades c. a. At 02:26 it had beginning the putting down of the obstruction (two rows, 
DDs online of survey, scattered arms) that it had a term at 02:55 without incidents. The 
two DDs, that they had order to return to Augusta, assumed the speed of 25 knots, 
directed newly for Linosa and after to have determined the exact position they made 
course from there for Augusta which they reached at 11:35. 

The morning of 20 April the DDs embarked the arms for obstruction M 7: 136 P 
200 with antenna and 20 without antenna. At 13:45 they resumed the sea making also this 
time shunting line for the island of Linosa. 

The zone of the obstruction to rest was to 5 miles to the S W of the M 5, with 
guideline nearly parallel. 

At 00:43 of 21 April was seen by them the distinctive type " Blenheim" aircraft 
coming from Malta, at very low height - approximately 250 meters - to head with 
determined maneuver at the formation, then to fly over it exactly in the sense of its route 
and then to direct for Malta. As well as the Vivaldi how much the Malocello intercepted, 
soon after, the same varies r t. signal characteristic having all and whose origin was 
attributed to the aircraft. It could not it are to you doubt that the formation had been 
sighted and that of the route had been signaled to Malta and probably also the appreciated 
speed. The commander of the Vivaldi judged not any more possible the good outcome of 
the mission and at 01:05 he ordered the turnabout in order to make return to Augusta, 
where the DDs arrived at 10:25. 

The mines were disembarked. The Vivaldi had orders to reach Messina, the 
Malocello Naples. 

It placed of obstructions M 7 and M 8 were sent back to date to establish (were by 
now passed six days from the new moon). But more they were not executed; obstruction 
M 5 was the last one rested from units of the Italian Navy in waters of Malta, whose 
mining was entrusted to only the German III MAS Flotilla until November of same year 
1942. 
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70) THE EVENTS OF THE SUMMER OF 1942 AND THE VICISSITUDES OF 
OBSTRUCTION S.t.1 NEAR CAPE BON 


After putting down of part S 5 must attend the events of September 1942 in order 
to find again directives of the Supermarina understandings extend more towards 
Marettimo the mined line that we have called obstruction "S". 

We must now entertain to us on the events of the five months following to the 
rests of part S 5, for the repercussions that those events had on the operations of minine in 
the Channel of Sicily; and we perceive also this time the reader who of: we will deal for 
sums items, sending back, for the particular, to volumes V and VII that is "the naval 
actions" and "the defense of the traffic with the North Africa”. 

During the month of May 1942 the advance of our troops towards Egypt 
continued to have run favorable and culminated on 21 June with conquest it of Tobruk. 

The aerial offensive on Malta, the "hammering" conducted nearly totally by the 
German Aerial Corp, still continued; and although it was in lessening, the self-sufficiency 
of Malta was reduced in the most serious, such measure that English had, in mid June 
1942, to organize two large convoys, strongly escorted, one from Gibraltar and other 
from Alexandria. 

These two convoys provoked that one that from us was called "mid June 
operation" (sees volume V, chapter VJ) and that in the western zone of was developed in 
the battle of Pantelleria, while in the eastern Mediterranean instead it was exhausted in 
the strategic phase. 

The convoy coming from the west, after to having been heavily damaged from the 
sea and air action to South of Pantelleria, endured further damages on our obstructions of 
Malta, as we will see opportunely; but for how much it concerns the obstructions of the 
Channel of Sicily, and in particular that "S", did not endure some disturbance. As is seen 
in map n.11, between the Tunisian coast and the southern head of the line S there was a 
wide passage approximately 4 miles. The English ships, in the night of 15 June, passes it 
keeping very close to the coast, escaping therefore S 11; then they directed in order to 
pass to South of the other obstructions. 
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Supermarina then began to consider the opportunity of mine also that passage; 
and on 2 July with dispatch 17227 (1) emanated with regard to the first directives to the 
Admiral of Messina: 

"We will be able to introduce without warning the necessity to block the existing 
passage between the head of the obstruction S 11 and the Tunisian coast. More exactly, 
for safety reasons, the obstruction would be put down on the parallel of Ras Dagardt, 
with direction to the East. 

“Since it is not possible to specify now which units will be employed at the 
moment for the putting down. 

Since the length of the obstruction will not have to be inferior to miles 3, it will be 
necessary to rest not less in every line than 100 arms and therefore to employ unit type: 

tanker Po 122 arms 

DD Malocello 104 arms 

tanker Scrivia 120 arms 

not excluding the employment with other DDs.... 

Need only lay much attention to that obstruction which is begun at 1300 m and 
less from the coast 

"In fact our interest not to preclude totally the possibility of transit that, in the said 
conditions, it will be able to continue to carry out itself, limitedly to the diurnal hours and 
with clear weather. 

"It is necessary therefore to exactly define the point of beginning of the 
obstruction, as well as more than it will have to be put down in nocturnal hours because 
the operation in territorial waters can, the same ones interested to be considered more 
easily like fruit than involuntary error or like the obstruction put down by the English. 

The precision of the beginning point also is demanded from reasons of given 
safety the presence of the other near by obstructions (S 11 and 5 AN bis). 





(1) Since as we will see between the little operation was sent back and finally it 
was executed with different modalities we have omitted in the transcription of the 
dispatch some part particular regarding of execution. 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


"It is previewed therefore the employment of a torpedo boat that arrives at the 
zone of rests before that the dark, so that it can define point T exactly to 1000 meters to 
the east from Ras Dagardu. 

On T point the torpedo boat (in supposed damage) will give attended bottom in of 
the units that they will carry out the putting down; these will not have to introduce under 
the Tunisian coast as long as it is not dark. 

The torpedo boat, for every eventuality, will be kept ready to unshackle and to be 
noticed. At the beginning of the rests will sail in order to return 

"While the news is communicated of which over the title of estimate guideline, in 
the eventuality that the execution order must without warning be given, it is requested to 
communicate every element on the issue that can be useful to carry acquaintance of 
Supermarina and to decide because the commanders of the torpedo boats employed from 
that Command and of the MAS are useful for every occasion in order in particular to 
execute an accurate acknowledgment of the Tunisian coast and for Ras Dagardu". 

CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF 
L. Sansonetti 


The operation of rests of the obstruction had been fixed for the day of 11 July 
1942. The destined units were the DD Malocello and the tanker Volturno, with the TB 
Centauro for the recognition of the coast and escort. The DD and the tanker were to 
arrive at Trapani on the 8" and had soon begun the preparations; on the 10" the Tp 
Centauro also had executed a recognition of the coast. Then the bad weather conditions 
of the time forced a delay. The morning of 18 July Millocello and Volturno embarked the 
mines in number respective of 104 and 122; and at 11:30 they exited with the Centauro 
that hardly raised the increased the speed in order to precede on the point "T" according 
tothe instructions that we have seen in dispatch 17227 of Supermarina. 

But at 14:45 units received the order to invert the route and to return to Trapani. 

The operation was suspended for reasons of political order, mostly inherent to the 
conditions of armistice with France and to the ideas of Hitler in purpose. We cannot here 
talk at length 
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on this tangled subject, but to the effects of the present volume the explanation of the 
counterorder turns out with sufficient the following clarity from communication of the 
Chief of general staff of the Navy to the High supreme command: 

"Germanic Naval Attaché communicates to me that according to views in Berlin 
the planned operation of the Channel of Sicily must have serious place when already only 
manifested urgent danger, and to have temporary character; otherwise Berlin, also 
leaving Italian Navy free to act, could not be associated to the political responsibility 
deriving from operation. 

It moreover adds to think common interest not to render now more difficult 
position France respect England. 

As a result of such position taken different from that one appeared in the previous 
communications I have suspended the operation in wait of clarifications". 

RICCARDI 


Supermarina came therefore to find itself bound to two conditions: the "serious 
urgent danger" and the "temporary character" of the obstruction. First it was, naturally, 
independent from its will; but second there was possibility to submit, resorting to the 
mines to temporary floatation, equipped with a device of scuttling of adjustable time. 

In date of 24 July it was ordered at Trapani to prepare 110 V E. mine equipped 
with scuttling devices regulated you for 48 hours of operation. To such Supermarina 
order, on the following day (25 July) with dispatch 19450 addressed to the Admiral of 
Messina made to follow the new directives that we bring back entirely: 

"It was established, to modification of the directives previously given, than the 
obstruction S 6 (1) to put down in Tunisian waters has the following characterization: 

a) to be only rested when it is sure that important naval forces or enemy convoys 
try to force the passage of the Channel of Sicily; 





(1) Supermarina modified the denomination to S.t.1 then (temporary Obstruction). 
See map n. 12. 
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b) To be constituted from arms equipped with device of scuttling after 48" from 
the activation and with a antidredging device. 

"The DD Malocello will be employed for this purpose that will remain therefore 
at Trapani and could be only employed for missions of short duration and previous 
authorization of the Supermarina. 

"Given unit will be kept always ready to embark the arms (104 V.E. mines 
equipped with scuttling device, 2 for each arm, and of antidredging hook; depth 
regulation meters 3). 

The arms will have to be ready for boarding. 

"The obstruction will be constituted from 2 lines (line a of 52 arms, line b of 52 
arms, interval between arms 50 m.) tilted between they of 120° and approximately 60° on 
the alignment Ras Iddah-Ras el Mirh as indicated from the attached diagram. 

It is made reservoir to send to part the coordinates of the points key 

"The obstruction will have to be able to be put down both by and by night. When 
it is previewed, in relation to the order of boarding of the arms, than the put down will 
have to be executed at night, a torpedo boat will have to be located before the sunset or 
other suitable unit in order to mark with precision beginning the point T maneuver. 

"The DD Malocello will direct for the beginning of T point with route tilted 
regarding the coast line and will control with it sounds last the course of depth. When in 
the depth of 15 m. it will turn assuming the route of rests and when it is again in depth of 
15 m. begins put down. 

"Measures are being adopted for protecting for the DD Malocello and the torpedo 
boat previewed from dispatches 17473 and 17227 having held present that are probable 
that the enemy, in the imminence of an important attempt of forcing, carefully watches 
the zone and circles of opposition (mostly with aerial means) to the resolution of the 
operation. 

"Just as soon as they will have been prepared to the boarding the arms as above 
arranged move to return to Taranto the R.N. Volturno. 

THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF 
L. Sansonetti 
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On 28 July the Commander of Trapani communicated that the 104 mines with 
related antidredging devices of scuttling and hooks were ready for boarding. 

The occasion to that is put in action the provision advised from Berlin through 
Admiral Weichold head of the attaché Office, the obstruction to serious temporary 
character as a result of urgent danger, was not late to introduce itself, and was that one 
that was called "Mid August operation ". 

Also sending the reader back to chapter VII of the volume "the naval actions" for 
the complete history of this operation, of it we bring back some part that is of 
fundamental importance in the cares of the vicissitude of obstruction S.t.1 that finally was 
put down (see map n. 12). 

"The failure nearly total, taken place in mid of June, of the two co-ordinate 
operations in order to supply Malta had left the island in a very precarious situation, 
especially for how much it concerned the provisions and munitions. 

Roskill in the 2"* volume of his already cited work writes on the subject (1): 

"... anew attempt to make a convoy reach Malta had is made in August and the 
British Cabinet established that this operation must have the precedence over any 
other....". 

"... based on the firm determination not to abandon Malta, near the Admiralty was 
studying the organization - of another very large convoy through Gibraltar with powerful 
forces of escort, giving up - after the experience made in mid June - to the dispatch of 
another contemporary convoy from Alexandria... 

"At 05:00 of 9 August Supermarina was informed that a mass at least 8 units had 
journeyed to North of Ceuta, with route to the east. It was be a matter of Force B. 

"The morning of the 10" Supermarina could estimate, based on the news 
received,. of the, than at least 57 British units they were in route towards the east from 
waters of Gibraltar". 


(1) See ROSKILL, The war at sea. 
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Among all the dispositions given from Supermarina were comprised, naturally, 
the obstruction to make to rest from the Malocello according to the dispatch of 25 July 
that we have previously transcribed. 

We bring back now the more important parts of the operations order of Navy 
Trapani: 

"During navigation until Cape Bon the DD Malocello will be escorted by the TB 
Climene that will exit together from the port to the foretold DD. 

"Arriving at Cape Bon the Climene will hang along the meridian of Cape Bon.... 
under the protection of the Malocello, during the operations of rests, for the eventuality of 
attacks coming from the North. In case of sight of enemy units it will give the alarm to 
the Malocello and maneuver to the attack 

"One MAS Section will exit from the port in useful time so as to arrive, following 
the routes... little before the sunset near Ras Dagardu, where reached will determine with 
the greater possible exactitude the position of point M to 1000 m. for 90° from Ras 
Dagardt on which it will make to berth a Mas that it will simulate engine damage; the 
other will execute a.s. sweep to the North of point M maintaining itself under coast in 
order not to hinder maneuver of the Malocello. The MAS to the deep will hold ready a 
hand lamp fortified of appropriate shutters.... To begin from 20:45 it will execute of 
flashing with said lamp in order to orient the Malocello. The MAS to the deep is kept 
always ready to ignite the lamp of deep to approximating itself of the Malocello and to 
attract attention in case of alarm. When it will find to the South the Malocello, that it will 
be taken place to rests of the line h, completed it will sail and with the section in 
ambush... At dawn the MAS Section will return to Pantelleria. 

"On the Climene will take onboard commander Alesi for the acknowledgment of 
the coast. After arrival of the Climene he will determine the exact position of point M on 
which it will give depth simulating engine damage and adhering itself to the norms... 

"When the Malocello will be in order to complete the putting down of line b the 
Climene will sail and one will take the rear to the Malocello in order to return to Trapani 
via Pantelleria..." 
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The return of the units via Pantelleria was arranged later by order of Supermarina, 
inspired to the interest that the operation of rests could be executed with minor advance 
possible on the presumable hour of passage of the opposing ships to which agreed to 
prohibit the transit, for being able to order it, if necessary, also in the Last hours. 

The Climene (C.C. Cerqueti) exited from Trapani at 13:00 of 11 August 1942 and 
executed two hours of antisubmarine mopping-up using the towed torpedo. 

The Malocello (C. F. Tona) exited from Trapani at 16:20, and approximately an 
hour after it joined with the Climene; At 21:45, arriving near Cape Bon, gave freedom of 
maneuver to them because it executed the prescribed sweeping. 

At 22:30, approximately to miles 6 for 154° from Cape Bon, the Malocello 
sighted on the left bow the shadows (1) while on the straight one there were the two 
MAS. The Malocello turned towards the west in order to carry itself close to the coast 
and reduced the speed to 12 knots in order to diminish the possibility to be sighted. (It 
was in the more unfavorable conditions in order to support a combat: the presence of the 
mines rendered the torpedo tubes unsuitable and the center and stern twin 120 systems; 
for more the mines already they were primed, covers removed and lashings in great part 
let go, because the put down was imminent). 

Soon after, the Malocello could recognize that the sighted shadows were three 
ships and two torpedo boats with route to the North and judged to have themselves to 
deal of a national or French convoy, not indicated in the previewed encounter; the 
commander thought also that its fundamental task had to be putting down of the 
obstruction and therefore decided to continue trying it does not make himself see in order 
to execute the mission. The units of the convoy did not see the Malocello not even when 
it passed to the left the last ship; then, at 22:25, when the Malocello found the torpedo 
boat by now in the stern quarters, saw if fire one salvo of two rounds whose projectiles 
exploded approximately 400 meters to left across. The Malocello answered soon to the 
fire with the forward system; but the fire action that followed some was short and the 
convoy turned for the east. The torpedo boat of the convoy after the first 





(1) From the report of the Supermarina: "Mid August Operation ". 
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salvo had ignited the floodlight that illuminated in full load the flag of the Malocello; but 
it extinguished it after a few moments and it continued for its route. The Malocello had 
put to 20 knots and turned on the left in order holding the convoy in the field of shooting 
of the forward system; but after that the torpedo boat had extinguished the floodlight did 
not see anything. At 22:45 began putting down of the line to finishing it at 23:00; At 
23:15 that one of the finished also line h. There were no incidents during placed to them. 
The DD directed in order to return close to Trapani passing the coast to the SW of 
Pantelleria. At 10:00 of 12 August resumed the mooring to Trapani. 

The Climene that it executed its protective sweep at speed 12 knots observed the 
flares produced from the artilleries and the light of the floodlight that lasted a few 
seconds "the meager number of the blows - said the report of the commander - r t. silence 
of the Malocello and the communications of the MAS with Pantelleria that signal nothing 
new, they make me to suppose that the Malocello has talked fired against nonexistent 
target or some suspect boat and that has immediately stopped the fire noticing of the 
error. Continuous sweeping. At 00:45 (12 August) having received from the Malocello 
any signal and being unsuccessful to establish the contact for ultra short and radio signal, 
I direct in order to return because calculation that put down of the obstruction is finished 
at 22:50 approximately". 

Since the obstruction put down was temporary (1) and as such it had to remain 
active for 48 hours and not more, an exploratory dredging was necessary having the goal 
of: 

a) to assure that for the successful sinking of all the arms and the zone was no 
more dangerous to navigation; 

b) to supply elements on the regularity of operation of the device of eventual 
scuttling. 

c) to allow to identify the position of wreckage in the zone of the obstruction. 

Of such exploratory dredging the X VIII Minesweeping Flotilla was in charge that 
assigned two motor fishing vessels in service of auxiliary minesweeper; 





(1) Since its position coincided to about with that one of obstruction S 8 that was 
put down on 8 November 1942, that has brought back in map n. 12 near that inn. 11. 
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the operations was directed personally from the commander of the Flotilla C. C. 
Buscaglia who was taken onboard minesweeper R.D.33. 

the two motor fishing vessels were fortified of twofold equipment of 
minesweeping, one "divergent" and one to "trawl". 

R.D.33 and one of the motor fishing vessels moved to Pantelleria from Trapani 
the evening of 26 August (the other motor fishing vessel was already at Pantelleria) and 
began the operations the morning of the 27" after to have berthed three buoys in order to 
indicate the positions of the obstructions. The zone to sweep had nearly rectangular shape 
with wide margin regarding the ends of the same obstructions. 

The operations were carried out regularly and all the zone was dredged twice; 
they did not find neither arms nor wreckage. During the night the units were withheld to 
the anchor in the shelter of Ras Mustafa or Cape Bon to according of the conditions of 
the weather. 

In September 1942 the zone was declared free to navigation. 
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CHAPTER XIX 
CHANNEL OF SICILY 
OCTOBER 1942 


71 - The obstruction S 6 - Changes of units 
72 — Irregularities in the behavior of the arms 
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71) THE OBSTRUCTION S 6 - CHANGES OF UNITS 


After the "Mid August" operation the Supermarina wanted to resume in 
consideration the provision to complete the mining of the line Cape Bon-Marettimo in 
which, between the northern head of line S 52 and the said island remained opened a 
passage of 9 miles. 

On 26 August 1942, with dispatch #22610, Supermarina communicated to the 
M.M. Commander of the Sicily that 

"In the first days of September will be put down obstruction S 6 for which the 
employment of the following units is previewed: 


Pelagosa for the boarding of 160 p 200 mines with antenna 


Durazzo " i "160 p200 " i 

Tirso 7 i "104 p 200 " 7 

Scrivia " : “ 56 p 200 “ = 
and 53 Elia 

“Soldato” type DD " "56" " 


We draw the attention of the reader on the innovation constituted from the 
remarkable difference, regarding the five previous parts, as far as the types of unit to be 
employed. It had been begun with cruisers of the 7" Division and navigatori type DDs; 
now we find two tankers (purely adapted for putting down of mines) and two "Buccari" 
type minelayers, for a offensive obstruction that as far as number of arms was not inferior 
a lot to the others of the same line. Particularly remarkable the fact to find Pelagosa and 
Durazzo, of whom we have already known (see paragraph 14) limited marine abilities 
although the important number of arms that could be embarked. 

The explanation of this innovation is given from the situation in which Navy it 
was found in that moment with naphtha. 
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The "Mid June" and "Mid August" operations had nearly emptied the depots. It is 
opportune to remember that in the "Mid June" they had taken the sea: to the west the CLs 
Eugene di Savoia and Montecuccoli with 5 DD, and the BBs Littorio and Vittorio Veneto, the 
Crs Gorizia, Trento, Garibaldi, Duca d'Aosta and 12 DDs; and in "Mid August" they had 
taken to the sea the Crs Gorizia, Bolzano, Trieste, Eugene di Savoia, Montecuccoli, Attendolo 
and 11 DDs, when already the naphtha shortage was such that it had to be renounced to make 
to take the sea also to the battleships. As is said in volume V "Naval Actions" (page 355): 

"... the main F.N. could not take leave for the lack of naphtha. There was hardly that 
necessary one in order to overseas maintain in action the defense of the traffic with the fronts 
(Libya and Greece-Aegean field). But the British Commander ignored this our tragedy - are 
the case to say it situation ". 

We now return to our obstruction S 6. 

Destined to put it down were the two tankers and the two ML (that consumed the 
least) and the "Soldato" DD type, it was to consist of two drafts (S 61 and S 62). But as for its 
predecessor S 5, also the organization of this S 6 passed through several adversities, with 
consequent delays, reductions, substitutions, etc.; finally, the S 62 draft, that had to be rested 
soon after S 61, could is only be put down in February 1943. 

We must also point out to all these unfavorable vicissitudes. 

- the tankers Tirso and Scrivia were found at the island of Panaria to assisting the CA 
Bolzano, that in the "Mid August" operation it had been torpedoed by a submarine and had 
been carried, with serious fire aboard, to ground near that island. Their attendance consisted 
in the giving lodging and food to part of the crew of the damaged ship that could not lodge 
onboard, and to various workers. 

Admiral Barone had made a quick presentation to Supermarina that was not possible 
to dislodge in that moment the two units from that charitable service; but on 6 September, 
with letter n. 3605 SRP, after to have confirmed much above, not hesitated to join, in the 
cares of the others two unit minelayers, the following protest: 
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"The Pelagosa and the Durazzo, as it was easy to preview, in the travel of transfer 
from Livorno to Messina have been failures and already are in wait at Naples for work. It is 
not from excluding that in the successes transfers Naples-Messina and Messina-Trapani will 
have other failures with further wait for work. 

"This Command possess the experience of the similar ships Fasana and Buccari, in 
order to have had them moved to Sicily for some years. When that Ministry ordered the 
transfer to other centers, was forced to make to accompany them during travel by tugs 
employed for continuous failures that they verified. 

"In to express opinion that these units, for inefficiency of their drive systems, are not 
lend to rest of the obstructions in waters far from the bases, prospect, if not there are reasons 
that are opposed, to use for S 6, beyond to the Scrivia types and the DDs, the Cruiser Attilio 
Regolo, just now arrived, that has a possibility of boarding of approximately 130 mines. In 
case this employment was authorized...". 

While on 5 September with dispatch 23727 and 7 September with dispatch 23870 
(that is first to have received the letter dated the 6" from Admiral Barone) Supermarina 
emanated the directives for putting down of S 61 and S 62 respectively. 

It placed had to be executed at first lights, and Three torpedo boats begun both from 
the extreme South had to be assigned for the signaling of the point of beginning of S 61 and 
for the escort of the units; on the credit side execution of S 62 had to only take part for 
attendance and escort two torpedo boats. 

The position of the extreme North of S 61 had to be determined with the maximum 
precision because to it had then to be attested, with convenient safety margin, S 62, for whose 
"Soldato" rests was assigned to a DD type and the ML Pelagosa and Durazzo. 

Previewed, with the customary modalities, the preliminary operations, the fighters in 
flight over Trapani during the boarding of the arms, the aerial escort during navigations, etc. 

The day of 11 September the tankers Tirso and Scrivia could by now leave from 
Panaria for Trapani, being the Bolzano 
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in conditions for holding aboard all the crew (the 15 departed for Naples in tugs). 

Day of the 16" Supermarina, in relation to the arrivals at Trapani of the MLs 
Pelagosa and Durazzo and to the operations of preparation of the arms (and of a buoy of 
which we will have to say soon), established for putting down of the obstruction S 6 the day 
of 21 September. But it was a decision that could not have carried on: the same 15 
September, at Trapani, found that on the tankers Tirso and Scrivia the hatches which had to 
exit the mines for falling overboard were not of sufficient dimensions for the passage of the P 
200 mine equipped with antenna. The following day analogous inconvenient was found on 
the Pelagosa and Durazzo. 

Admiral Notarbartolo made immediately present that the equipment of Trapani were 
not in a position to repairing to such defects; and in order to execute the necessary work he 
proposed to send the units to Palermo. In attended of orders - he added - it had made to 
suspend the fusing of the mines. 

The rests of S 61 was sent back to date to de specified. 

The two tankers were made soon to leave for Palermo, while Pelagosa and Durazzo, 
held also account of the drastic protest of the Admiral Barone, were excluded from the 
operation. 

Then a new group was constituted that, held account of the amount of embarked 
arms, comprised the following units: 

Tkr Scrivia with 104 p 200 mines with antenna 


Tkr Tirso "104 =" " : i 
Tkr Sesia a. a - 7 7 
DD Mitragliere " 55 Elia mines 

DD Ascari uelae fe 


"Consequently came also modified the plan of rests, that we bring back (diagram n. 
10) being that a definitive according to which the put down was executed. 

On 28 September 1942 the tankers Tirso and Scrivia, completed at Palermo the work 
of modification to the hatches of discharge of the mines, made return to Trapani. During 
navigation as it had been predisposed from the Commander of Messina, Mitragliere and 
Ascari gathered with the tanker Sesia and the DDs in order to execute practices 
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GraFico N. 10 
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evolutions especially in relation to the maneuver to complete shortly before beginning the 
putting down of the obstruction, in order to put itself exactly online of ahead; maneuver of 
which we have already had occasion to occupy to us dealing with the other lines of 
obstruction "S". 

But an appreciation still lacked for being able to announce that it was all ready for the 
putting down of S 61: the buoy of Banco Avventura (1), of whose necessity Supermarina had 
already said in the answer to the German Navy memorandum, that we have brought back in 
paragraph 66, reporting us to the safety of navigation of our ships, especially those coming 
from the South. Such buoy would have been of the maximum usefulness in order to 
determine exactly and quickly the point which to begin putting down of S 61. 

Now, the chosen position for this buoy had also a depth of approximately 80 meters, 
therefore the operation to put it in place demanded means adapts and good weather above all. 
You the TB Circe and the Aux. Lago Tana had been destined, and with means of Trapani it 
had been constructed a block of concrete of 6 tons. 

Also the buoy "Avventura" (thereafter it was called) was the cause of delays which 
had to the bad sea and 30 September telephone conversation between Supermarina (Adm. 
Sansonetti) and Adm Barone. Supernavy was even made hurries in forecast of the imminent a 
“breach of the weather"- normal event around to the autumn equinox - and authorized the 
Admiral of Messina to make to execute the put down equally of S 61 also without the buoy 
"Avventura". But fortunately 1 October the buoy was put to place; and the following day - 
being at Trapani by now all ready — the put down was executed. It carried out itself regularly, 
but unfortunately the behavior of the arms after the fall in sea upset all the organization, as 
now we will see. 


From the report of the commander of the DD Mitragliere, C. V. Marini: 


"2 October 1942 — 00:00 hours - the units exit from the port in the order: Ascari - 
Sesia - Tirso - Scrivia - Mitragliere. 

00:45 Hours - The Mitragliere takes the head of the formation. 

06:40 Hours - The TB Circe is sighted. 





(1) Off the coast of the zone with depth less then 100 meters, between Pantelleria and Cape 
Lilibeo 
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06:35 Hours - Passed the buoy of Banco Avventura. 

06:45 Hours - They reach on the aerial sky of the formation of fighters and combat 
aircraft national and allied. 

07:15 Hours - Mitragliere and Ascari begin putting down of the obstruction. 

07:35 Hours - Mitragliere and Ascari finish putting down of the obstruction. I order 
to the Ascari to become free of the formation and to continue on the route in order to verify 
the position. 

The minelayer begins put down. 

08:30 Hours - The minelayer Sesia finishes put down. 

08:30:50 Hours - The minelayer Tirso finishes put down. 

08:30:55 Hours - The minelayer Scrivia finishes put down. 

08:40 Hours — Minelayera assume online of row. I direct for Trapani on the safe 
routes. The TB Circe and Centauro assume the position of drawn near supply. 

10:40 Hours - Freedom of maneuver to the torpedo boats. 

12:10 Hours - Mitragliere moored at the dock of the Sanita. They enter in port and 
they are moored: Ascari on the left of the Mitragliere; Tirso, Scrivia and Sesia from the tip to 
the Colombaia ". 

ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok 

"With Mitragliere, Ascari, Tirso, Scrivia and Sesia I had the only opportunity to carry 
out a short exercise of evolutions to off the coast of Palermo; sea slightly moved. For reason 
of damage to the rudder of the Sesia that for a meter has not only collided perpendicularly 
with the Tirso, the evolutions had gone very bad; the much insufficient maneuverability and 
the elasticity of march... 

"During put down of S 61 instead, the three minelayers have advanced, they have 
been maintained in formation and they have carried out the operation in perfect way: the sea 
was calm, nearly "flat calm". 

"Due to the conditions of sea that represent prejudicial an indefeasible one, the good 
outcome of the mission has been also assured from the taken care of preparation of the units 
and from the timely, indispensable boarding of three optimal officials of vascello of the S.P 
E. of the 3™ Division, on the minelayer, in aid to the commanders, also good that they alone 
and without training 
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to the entirety maneuver they could not have supplied to the various necessities. 

"Realizing analogous socials security and always in insured conditions of calm sea, 
the Tirso-Scrivia-Sesia group constitutes with of usefully employable units for putting down 
of multiple obstructions in waters not far from our bases. 

Speed of the group 7 knots". 


72) IRREGULARY IN THE BEHAVIOR OF THE ARMS 


We see now too much that what happened in the behavior of the arms. 

Omits, in order not to ourselves dwell, the reports of the single units and bring back 
the more important messages exchanged after the putting down on 2 October: 

"from the TB Circe to Navy Trapani: 

N. 226 (...) During noted operation have been perceived an explosion at 07:33 hours - 
three explosions at 07:34 at short intervals and one at 07:38 ". 

"from the TB Centauro to Navy Trapani: 

N. 182 - During the putting the obstruction down have heard numerous - 
approximately seven - underwater explosions from 07:20 to 08:20. At 09:15 being the unit in 
lat 37° 56' long 12° 03' I have observed personally on bearing 205° distance 8 miles n. 15 
water columns due sure to explosions. From 09:42 to 10:10 others have been observed 5 
water columns on bearings 220/230°" 

"from Navy Trapani to Supermarina - and for information Naval Arm Rome and 
Messina Navy: 

N. 14028 - During the put down of line S 61 have been observes very many 
simultaneous explosions of p 200 mines. One thinks that what remained a meager percentage 
of arms rested. In consequence I suspended boarding arm for putting down line S 62 in 
attended dispositions ". 

"from Navy Trapani to Trapani - and for information Naval Arm Rome and Messina 
Navy: 
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"N. 24368 - Continuation number 14028 today. Commander DD Mitragliere reports; 
beginning putting down of S 61 at 07:30 hours ending at 08:41. From 09:18 to 10:09 in the zone 
interesting obstruction observed very many water columns. From 10:00 to 10:40 equal 
phenomenon observed from a motor fishing vessel that found zone buoy Avventura. DD 
Mitragliere commander judges that the maximum part of the obstruction was destroyed in as 
many explosions as observed did not refer to you to single arms but to contiguous groups". 

The following day, 3 October, Supermarina answered: 

"N. 28497 — Tele-cipher reference 14028 today 2" of Naval Base Trapani - Arms are 
maintained in put into effect their conditions in attended assessments for which they are in course 
of dispositions". 
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CHAPTER XX 


CHANNEL OF SICILY 
ZONE OF CAPE BON 


OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 1942 


73 - New obstructions in the zone of Cape Bon 

74 - Directives for the obstructions St 2 and S a.d. 1 

75 - Directives for the obstruction S 71 

76 - The rests of obstruction S a.d. 1 

77 - The rests of section § 71 

78 - The rests of section S 72 

79 - Rests of section S 73 

80 - The rests of the obstructions S§ § and St2 - Torpedoing of the CL Attilio Regolo 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


330 
Blank 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


73) NEW OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE ZONE OF CAPE BON 


While the inquiry was opened on the causes of the failure of S6, the attention of 
Supermarina was newly attracted in a special way to the parts of Cape Bon; that the passage, that 
is, logically preferred by the English forces especially in occasion of passages of convoys for the 
supply of Malta. 

When in fact S 61 (was put down 2 October) was passed a dozen of days from when 
various information had authorized to consider the much probable preparation of another large 
convoy for Malta, via Gibraltar, and not to exclude one more large "bilateral" operation - convoy 
from the east and convoy from the west entirety - to execute itself for the next one new moon that 
fell on 10 October. 

Supermarina based its study on the consideration that the obstruction more close to Cape 
Bon was, in that moment, the draft S 11, rested, like was seen, on 20 April 1941 and therefore, if 
also to consider itself still in work, not in full efficiency as far as number of mines. It was dealt 
therefore "to reinforce it" provided: 

First: analogous to a temporary obstruction to that one put down by the Malocello 12 
August, to hold ready for being rested just as soon as sure indications of imminent attempt of 
forcing of the Channel from part of huge enemy forces were had. 

Second: a anti-dredging obstruction composed of explosive buoys and tearing buoys, to 
put down west of S 11 that was composed of only antenna-mines. 

Third: to a large obstruction, composed of several drafts, to put down to North of Cape 
Bon, and formed with German magnetic mines 
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and with collision mines, also German, placed side by side for anti-dredging. 
It was this last, surely the most important and demanded more laborious preparation; but 
we have indicated the provisions in the order in which left the directives of the Supermarina. 


74) DIRECTIVES FOR OBSTRUCTIONS S.T.2 AND S.A.D. 1 


On 23 September 1942, with dispatch 25812 to the Commanders of Messina and Trapani, 
and for information to the Commander in Chief of the Naval Forces, Supermarina established: 

".., the new temporary obstruction S.t.2 to be put down in Tunisian waters analogous... 
has characteristics to that one just now put down by the Malocello..." 

Will be employed two "Soldato" DD for this purpose of located near Trapani. Said unit 
will be kept always ready to embark the arms (n. 50 Bollo mines each, equipped with device of 
scuttling -2 for every arm - and a anti-dredging hook; regulation depth meters 3). The arms will 
have to be held ready to be embarked. 

"the obstruction, constituted of 2 lines of 50 arms each, interval between arms 50m., will 
have indicated position... (1). 

"In order to increase the difficulties of dredging from part of the enemy, just as soon as a 
" Navigatore "type DD will be available with German railways and equipped with sonorous 
sound in optimal efficiency, they will be puts down of the a.d. (anti-dredging) obstructions 
constituted each of 104 explosive buoys and 100 Germanic tearing buoys. The a.d. obstructions 
will be rested in the zone to North and South of that one in which the temporary obstruction will 
be carried out and will always remain in work not constituting the tearing and explosive buoys 
moored at 8-9 meters danger for navigation. 


(1) Given the temporariness and the vicinity to S 8 we have not brought it back on chart 
n. 11. 
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"The obstruction S.a.d. 1, constituted of two lines (line a of 102 explosive and tearing 
buoys, line b of 92 explosive and tearing buoys, interval between arms 50 m) will have the 
position indicated in the diagram " 

p. The CHIEF OF GENERAL STAFF 
L. Sansonetti 


75) DIRECTIVES FOR OBSTRUCTION S 71 


With the multiple obstruction (S 71) of which we will now deal, began with the put down 
of Germanic magnetic operation mines from part of our units. 

On 9 October 1942, with dispatch 27516 to the Commanders of Messina and Trapani, 
Supermarina emanated the directives for putting down of the aforesaid obstruction: 

"In order to reinforce obstruction S11 it has been settled to put down obstruction S 7, 
constituted on three parts: S 71, S 72, S 73, as indicated in the attachment.... 

"For the put down of part S 71 will be employed the following units with the indicated 
arms for each to embark at Trapani: 


DD Pigafetta n.43 EMC type for alternated with n. 43 EMF type 
depth until 200 m for depth until 200m 

DD Zeno id. id. 

DD Da Noli id. id. 


DD Da Verazzano n. 104 tearing buoys and n. 104 explosive buoys - Distance between 
buoy and buoy 50 m - Length anti-dredging line 6 miles. 

It rests will be executed before the dawn of day "X" that will timely be specified in 
relation to the time being necessary for the location and the boarding of the arms. It will be begun 
from the west end of.... 

"The characteristics and the dates of execution of the parts 72 S and S 73 will be 
specified subsequently 
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"The units supplied with sound gear will have to find the depth during the putting down. 

All the units will have to determine with the maximum possible precision the positions of 
the starting heads and final of the obstructions. 

It is held very present that S 71 and S 72 will have sure to be begun outside of Tunisian 
territorial waters (3 miles from the coast). 

"It is asked to decide because: 

a) unit assigned for the putting down is located at Trapani with advance warning 
necessary in order to execute the boarding of the arms... 

b) It is supplied c.a. aerial escort from Trapani during the operations of boarding of the 
arms. 

p. The CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF 
L. Sansonetti 


Was put down for the first obstruction S.a.d 1, 3 October; they followed the three parts of 
S 7 respective on 14 October, 30 October and 4 November. S.t. 2 was only put down on 8 
November. 


76) THE RESTS OF OBSTRUCTION S.A.D. 1 

For obstruction S.a.d. 1, of the "Navigatori" type DD fortified with German railways and 
with sonorous sound in optimal efficiency, that one of which it could be decided very soon was 
the Da Verazzano. 

The case of this DD deserves of being remembered. The Da Verazzano, under the 
command of the C. F. Carlo Rossi, had left on 26 September from Taranto for Bengasi, via 
Navarino (route in that preferred time in order to pass very far away possible from Malta) 
escorting with two torpedo boats and the MS Unione. At 00:05 of the 28", 
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after repeated attacks of torpedo bombers, the motor-ship was hit, but it did not sink. The Da 
Verazzano taken it under tow and although serious difficulty (1) succeeded to carry it to Navarino 
where it arrived on the dawn of the 29". And on 2 October was already at Trapani, ready in order 
to execute putting down of the S.a.d. 1; which, without the damage of the Union, would have 
been executed several days later, admitted that all it had continued to go well until the return from 
Bengasi. 

However all was ready at Trapani on 2 October. The Commander of the base had made to 
execute the previous night a antisubmarine mopping-up by one Section of MAS. The Commander 
of Messina had supplied for the fighters in flight over Trapani during the boarding of the arms, 
the preventive aerial recognitions and the antisubmarine aerial vigilance in the afternoon. 

The Da Verazzano exited at 19:12. It directed at a speed of 20 knots on the zone of the 
obstruction. The rests of the two lines was begun at 01:35 and finished at 02:28 of 3 October. The 
positions were determined with surveys and telemetric distances of the beacon of Cape Bon. 

Since the tearing and explosive buoys did not have the automatic anchoring, each arm 
had to be regulated before the launch based on the indications of sonorous sound; therefore 
commander Rossi, begun put down at a speed of 10 knots as prescribed by the operations order, 
must diminish it in order to increase the interval between the launch of the arms and have 
therefore sufficient time for the regulations of the depths. 


(1) Believe right to bring back from volume VII "the defense of the traffic with the North Africa": 

"The Da Verazzano the night, all the following day was striven all, the successive night in the attempted 
towing of the Motor-ship that, in spite of the flooded prow, had conserved sufficient buoyancy. The ship was taken of 
astern, then, being the cable broken, was coupled of abreast of the prow, therefore newly when it looked at that the 
prow towing was impossible. The crew of the Da Verazzano, guided from the valorous commander Rossi, who later 
disappeared in a successive mission of escort, worked untiringly for more than 36 hours in the most difficult conditions, 
under the continuous threat of a offensive return of the enemy, but in the end, at 05L25 of the 29", after to have 
avoided the torpedo of a submarine, the Ms Unione reached the mouth of the Navarino. Here Da Verazzano passed to 
the towing to two tugs sailing from the Greek port. 

Navigation of the convoy was unquestionably unfortunate, but in putting into effect the difficult and long 
towing of the Unione, the Da Verazzano wrote in the history of our war an admirable page for the seamanship, the 
tenacity, the military dowries of which in that occasion they gave to commander Rossi and his crew the test". 
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The arms put down were 200 indeed that 204 being itself verified a jam during put down 
of the line; cause of this disadvantage was a light bending taken place to the main deck, to stern, 
during the towing of the Ms Unione. 

Completed it put down the Da Verazzano re-entered to Trapani at a speed of 20 knots 
following the inverse routes of that taken. 

The rest of S.t. 2 was executed on 8 November with that one of obstruction S 8. We will 
soon say the causes of the dismissal. 


77) OBSTRUCTION S 7 - THE REST OF PART S 71 (see diagram n. 11) 

From the directives of Supermarina, that little indeed we have brought back, to the rests of 
this part, that five days: the destined units could pass soon to the disposition of the Commander of 
Messina and to move itself to Trapani; the weather was good. Two favorable circumstances that 
cannot sure be said that they often took place entirety. 

A special relief of merit is opportune to make, dealing of this part, on the organization 
with which to Trapani, in the day of 13 October 1942, the arms were boarded on the four DD, in 
how much it was before the time that in that port had to be embarked an important number of 
German mines. The equipments of the Base was modest; the narrowness of the port and the 
damages provoked from the aerial bombing did not allow the DDs to place themselves side by 
side to the dock; the arms, from the warehouse in which they were conserved, they had to be 
brought to the dock by means of trucks, the dock to be boarded on lighters and carried under the 
edge of the units that had to embark them with own means. Of a report of the Chief of the mine 
Unit of the base, Captain C.R.E.M. Navetta, we want to bring back the conclusions at least: 

"The DD Da Noli has employed approximately 5 hours in order to embark 86 arms. 

The DD Pigafetta has boarded the same number of crews from the same lighters in 
approximately an hour and thirty minutes, with rhythm of 
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GraFico N. 11 


PIANO DI POSA DELLO SBARRAMENTO S71 
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approximately a minute per mine, the minimal time very rarely reached. 

The transfer of the arms from the motor vehicles with the lighters can currently execute at 
the dock of Submersible Casermetta by means of the electrical crane of the torpedo workshop. In 
the case that the said crane causes damage, as it has happened during the operation in object, has 
been forced to suspend the boarding until completed repair. 

For the boarding of the German mines, lighters with smooth bottom are necessary with 
which of them have in the center only two large ones and two small for the total ability of 150 
arms. 

Therefore another two large lighters would be necessary, therefore to carry the number of 
the ready mines in lighters to 250, so as to allow a much prompter boarding " 

The reason of the length of time employed by the Da Noli is explained in the report of 
mission of the Commander of the 15" DD squadron (C. V. Mirti della Valle on the Pigafetta). 

Of it we bring back the more important parts: 


13 OCTOBER 1942 
21:13 Hours: Pigafetta - Zeno - Da Noli - Da Verazzano let go the buoys of the port of Trapani and 
journey, in the order, the obstruction. 
21:49 Hours: Da Verazzano passes to the head to the formation and the routes prescribed to the speed of 22 
knots are followed. 


14 OCTOBER 1942 

01:51 Hours: the beacon of Cape Bon is sighted off the prow. 

02:40 Hours: the speed is reduced gradually until 10 knots. 

03:31 Hours: one comes near for route 331° with prow on the island of Zembretta whose beacon is 
extinguished. 

04:01 Hours: the signal of Da Verazzano comes near to a time of 90° to right and the line to front is 
delivered. 

04:04 Hours: the speed is reduced to 8 knots. 

04:25 Hours: to the order of the Pigafetta the put down is begun; Da Verazzano reduces to 6 knots, as 
previewed. 

04:58 Hours: one comes near to a time to the left of 11°. 

05:10 Hours: note the explosion of one mine. 
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05:22 Hours: a second mine explodes. 

05:27 Hours: Pigafetta drops the last arm. All the units have finished the put down. 

05:29 Hours: one comes near to a time of 80° on the left until constituting the line of row. 
05:30 Hours: order is given to the Da Verazzano taking place in tail to the formation. 
05:55 Hours: speed is increased to 20 knots. 

07:43 Hours: a national reconnaissance aircraft and two fighters of escort to the formation. 
08:15 Hours: another 6 fighters reinforces the escort. 


"Observations and proposals: 

... The Da Noli, whose lighters were necessary in order to load the destined arms to the 
Pigafetta, it has begun the boarding at 10:20 and it has completed it at 13:50. Such time is from 
considering itself optimal because Da Noli beyond to the boarding it has had to proceed to 
disassemble the mortars and the German trams that have been disembarked on the same lighters. 

The operation has been carried out in particularly favorable meteorological conditions. 
There was in fact absolute calm of wind and of sea and a good visibility for which it has been 
possible to maintain well the relative route and positions between the units during the put down. 
The speed of 8 knots would have been much too low in case of wind and sea to the starboard ". 

It rests of S 71 had a small sequel: two mines (one by collision had to be tried and a 
magnetic one) that Da Noli it had launched prematurely, exchanging signal of warning to begin 
the rest. The two crews were found within the limits of Tunisian territorial waters. 

The operation was entrusted to the Minesweeper Flotilla of Trapani and was personally 
directed by that commander, C. C. Buscaglia, assisted by an official and other German personnel 
who had participated in the rests. Commander Buscaglia recoded 
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in the zone day of the 21“ with four minesweeper equipped of special apparatuses for the 
dredging of magnetic mines moored in depth 25-30 meters. After three days of search the two 
mines were found. One was destroyed and the other sunk. 

The Admiral of Messina decided that from Augusta a decked lighter like those demands 
with the report for the captain Navetta was transferred to Trapani that we have brought back little 
indeed. 

Another of such lighters was prepared at Messina with opportune jobs and then sent to 
Trapani. 

Demand to the Ministry was a second crane for the boarding of the mines from the dock 
of Trapani. 


78) THE REST OF PART S 72 (see diagram n 12) 

The units of the 15"" DD squadron were destined to put down also this second part of S 7; 
in attended that they came prepared at Trapani the arms, of part of which still awaited the arrival 
by railroad, they were destined — with the exception of the Zeno - to the escort of a convoy for 
Tripoli. Therefore 15 October 1942 left from Palermo the Pigafetta, the Zeno and Da Verazzano 
for Naples, Da Noli for Cagliari. 

The Day of the 19", while the group of Cagliari and that one of Naples, already re-united, 
journeyed between Lampedusa and sand banks of Kerkenah, Da Verazzano, hit by a torpedo, 
sank. (see volume VIII "The defense of the traffic with the North Africa", page 86). 

The other three DDs, found again on the 22™ at Palermo. The Pigafetta had need of some 
days of work to walls of the boilers. The 28" the three DDs were moved where to Trapani had 
been sent also the TB Castelfidardo in order to replace the Da Verazzano. As a result of this 
substitution the plan of rests that had been established by the Supermarina endured a light 
modification (sees diagram n. 12). 

Day of the 23™ reached the station of Trapani the train bringing the German EMC and 
EMF mines. The operations of preparation of the arms in the depot had ended on the 27". The 
arms were put in the lighters, but because of the uncertain weather had to remain until the 
morning of the 29". The boarding on the DDs lasted less than for S 71 because there were not 
anti-dredging. 

At 19:15 the four units, under the command of the C. V. Del Minio on the Pigafetta, 
exited from Trapani. 
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GraFico N. 12 


PIANO DI POSA DELLO SBARRAMENTO S72 
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The dispositions of the Commander of Trapani for the nocturnal ambush with torpedo boats and 
the aerial competition were identical to those for S 71. 

Also the conduct of the operation was similar to that one for the put down of S 71. 
Pigafetta, Da Noli and Zeno began the puts down at 04:00 after the customary turn in time in 
order to assume the line to front. The Castelfidardo, as previewed from the plan, began, the turn 
after to a tempo of 27° on the left, puts down of the second draft. 

The dropping of the arms happened from all the units without incident. No explosions 
were noticed. 

In return navigation the Castelfidardo had to diminish speed later on due to damage to 
the pump of push of the naphtha. Commander Del Minio ordered the Zeno to accompany the 
torpedo boat. 

Pigafetta and Da Noli reached Trapani at 10:45 of the 30"; Zeno and Castelfidardo 
approximately two hours later. 


79) THE RESTS OF PART S 73 (see diagram n. 13) 

Since 27 October all the destined arms to this part were to arrive at Trapani, the put down 
of S 73 could have followed that one of S 72 after the time necessary for, the refueling of the 
units closely (that they were same) and the boarding of the arms: but for the unfavorable 
meteorological conditions had to be sent back. The units could exit the evening of 3 November 
1942. 

S 73 differed from S 72 in the number of the arms and the angle formed from the two 
drafts, but the maneuver to execute was identical, in how much the Castelfidardo participated in 
the puts down of the single second gear draft and had to begin the launch of the arms after the 
second turn in time. 

All the putting down was executed from 02:48 to 03:46 of 4 November without any 
incident. No explosions were noticed. 

Nocturnal ambush with torpedo boats, aerial competition as for the other two parts. 

At 09:25 units returned to Trapani. 
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GraFico N. 13 


PIANO DI POSA DELLO SBARRAMENTO S 73 
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80) THE PUT DOWN OF OBSTRUCTIONS S 8 AND S.T. 2— THE TORPEDOING 

OF THE CL "ATTILIO REGOLO" 

In order to render to the enemy the passage near the Tunisian coast still more dangerous, 
Supermarina had studied also a obstruction to the South of S 11; and on 26 October 1942 with 
dispatch 29227 communicated to the M.M. Commander of Sicily to have established 

".., the putting down of obstruction S 8 for partial closing of the passage between S 11 
and the Tunisian coast”. 

Destined units to rest: 


CL Attilio Regolo with 129 E mines 

DD Mitragliere with 56 " 

DD Askaris with 56 " 

DD Pigafetta with 126 Germanic tearing buoys 

DD Da Noli with 126 " : 7 

DD Zeno with 104 : i f 
and 104“ explosive “ 


The DDs had to embark the arms at Trapani, Regolo instead at Palermo in order not to 
block the port of Trapani too much. The arms would have been sent from Trapani to Palermo via 
railroad. 

For escort and in order to put to place the buoy of signaling of the ends of the obstruction 
two torpedo boats would have been destined. 

Finally motion torpedo boats and MAS had to be assigned from the Commander of 
Messina to the escort, to the ambushes west of Cape Bon and to South of Kelibia, and in order to 
signal to the TB the points of it rests of the buoy. 

The operation would have been directed by C. A. Gasparri, commander of the Naval 
destroyer Group of the Fleet (1) who would have raised his standard on the Attilio Regolo. 


(1) At the beginning of the hostilities several DD squadrons were divided between the 
various Divisions constituting with them an complex organic tactical units as a whole. But the 
most frequent necessities to employ the DDs for the escort of the convoys and consequent the 
numerous upsetting losses that begin their organization. Recognized then the convenience to 
gather all the DDs in one single 
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In the performance then, Admiral Gasparri boarding instead on the Pigafetta and not on 
Regolo; and rather than two TBs of was destined only one, that it was the Fabrizi. 

To the date of 8 November 1942, that it was that one of the execution of the rests of S 8 
and the S.t. 2, are reached after several vicissitudes. 

At first, Supermarina meant to make to still execute them before S 73; but on 1 
November suspended S 8 and ordered to proceed as soon as possible with S 73 (than, as we have 
seen, it was put down the 4"). 

On 3 November Supermarina returned to the decisions: it ordered to prepare at once the 
arms for S 8 and requested the forecasts from the Admiral of Messina which he answered: that in 
days 4 and, 5 would have been prepared the arms in the depot; that the day of the 6" the arms in 
the lighters for the units of Trapani would themselves be boarded and loaded on the train those 
with for the Regolo sent to Palermo; that day of the 7" the boarding of the arms would have been 
carried out on the units. Conclusion, units ready to leave on the evening of the 7". 

While, at the Supermarina on the day of the 5" they could be realized founded hypothesis 
based on the information that reached from several days via the movements of enemy forces from 
Gibraltar towards the east; on the day of the 6" was noted that it was be a matter of 34 mercantile 
ships with 4 battleships, 3 aircraft carriers, 6 cruisers and a unit of some thirty light ships. 

Still the evening of the 5", Supermarina had telephoned to Messina that the arms of the 
Regolo were withheld in the train at Palermo but outside of the city. The morning of the 6" was 
given instead the order to make to execute second puts down of the S 8 proceeding to the 
preparation operations the forecasts made from the Commander of Messina on the 3, and to 
make to execute at the same time also puts down of S.t.2 whose directives, we remember, had 
been emanated since the 23 September, but that it was due to send back then, before because no 
"Soldato" was available the two previewed type DDs, and, whole, 





organic unit and not tactical, to the directed dependency of the Commander in Chief of the Naval Forces to which it 
competed to supply to put of time in time to disposition of the Divisions or the High coastal Commands the DDs being necessary for 
war operations or missions. 

In January 1942 therefore the "Group Naval destroyer of the Fleet was constituted" under the commando of a Rear admiral 
which, based on the directives and to the orders of the Commander in Chief it had to cure the efficiency, the training and the various 
disciplinary issues of the DDs. The said Admiral participated, when opportune, to missions of particular importance, as we now see. 
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having transferred the mission to three torpedo boats (Cigno, Centauro and Sagittario) because 
interposed impediments of varied nature for their employment. Now it had to be useful for rests 
of S 8, whose lines were very close to those of the S.t.2, and in one single mission could therefore 
be made all; it was succeeded to diverting for Messina the DD Corazziere (C. P. Monaco di 
Longano) which it was returning to Taranto with another two DD after to have transported to 
Tobruk an ammunition cargo (1). The Corazziere had left Taranto the railways, but it was 
succeeded to make them arrive with the maximum promptness. The evening of the 6" the DD 
was at Trapani, ready in order to embark its arms for the S.t.2 (50 Bollo mines), limited, for 
disposition of Supermarina, to the single line of placing. 

We are therefore at 6 November 1942. Supermarina thought the hypothesis already more 
probable than an Anglo-American invasion in Africa Western North (2) but, seen the huge 
amount of enemy ships in motion, a hypothesis "Malta" could not be excluded and therefore to 
made calmly to hurry to execute puts down of S 8 and the S.t. 2. 

While from Messina it was perceived that the weather was uncertain; of other part, if the 
two were wanted to be executed placed in the night between 7 and 8 November it had to decide 
the boarding of the arms on the units. 


(1) Da Recco, Bersagliere and Corazziere, left from Taranto for Tobruk at 17:45 of 31 October with 196 tons of 
ammunitions and 3 tons of artillery material. The Squadron was attacked with continuity from 02:00 of 1 November: 5 attacks of 
bombers and 2 of torpedo bombers, attacks that remained without outcome thanks to the ready maneuver of the units. They arrived at 
09:22 of 2 November at Tobruk and left again as soon as disembarked the cargo. The Corazziere, received in sea the order to divert 
for naphtha to Messina, being short had to enter to Navarrino and to be re-supplied of the necessary strait, therefore it continued for 
Messina, where it arrived at 09:00 of the 4". Admiral Barone made to telephone to Supermarina: Corazziere arrived with empty of 
480 tons; at Trapani we are to the limit and the pure cruisers of the 3 Division". 

(2) From volume IV "The naval actions" 3" ed. 1976 (page 44): 

"The disembarkation in Algeria was not a surprised for the Supermarina. End from the end of September 1942 (that is a 
month and half) before the Supermarina had some sign based on symptoms that were not are escaped to it, the serious probability. 
Towards the end of October Supermarina declared imminent the operation. 

Although the German High Command, with the support of the opinion of Kesselring and with the agnosticism of our High 
supreme command, insists until the previous evening to the disembarkation that had to be a matter of a diversion respect to one main 
invasion in Provenza! ". 
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At 05:00 of the morning of the 7" Supermarina telephoned to Messina that "less than 
decidedly prohibitive weather conditions" preceded to the boarding. That it was made, quickly 
and regularly; however, the conditions of the weather turned to the better. And at 10:00 of 7 
November 1942, Pigafetta with Admiral Gasparri, Da Noli, Ascari, Mitragliere , Zeno and 
Corazziere exited from Trapani and assumed the speed of 20 knots. Regolo from Palermo joined 
them at 22:00. 

The TB Fabrizi, left from Trapani the morning, was in the place assigned them in order 
to facilitate to the DDs the location of the point of beginning of rests. Regulating itself on the 
beacons in sight and on the signal of the Fabrizi, the DDs finished the customary maneuver in 
order to assume the line of to front on the route of rests, while the Corazziere, left the formation, 
moving to put down S.t.2. 

From the report of the Pigafetta outtake: 

"03:17 Hours: The red light is given for beginning of the operation. The Da Noli, that is 
exactly abreast of the TB Fabrizi, it becomes the control ship. 

04:02 Hours: the Askaris finish the put down. They follow the other units in the order 

04:03 hours: Mitragliere 

04:04 hours: Regolo 

04:06 hours: Da Noli - Pigafetta. 

04:08 hours: Corazziere. 

04:09 hours: The Zeno communicates that because of the delay of the placing has still 
eight arms to launch ". 

And from the report of Admiral Gasparri: 

"The put down was regularly carried out and with the rhythms previewed on all the units 
except the Zeno where it is not successful to the operating to respect the rhythm of 14 seconds in 
the launch of the Germans explosive and tearing buoys... From the 48° minute then, taken place 
the fitting of a anti-dredging buoy on the side starboard, the arms of the Zeno they have been 
launch without to follow rhythm, not hardly ready. It was but already stopped from soon after the 
launch from part of all the other units. The Zeno has continued for another 14 minutes 
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until 04:20 hours, for the fall into the sea, the interrupted put down having aboard still 4 tearing 
and 4 explosive buoys. The line put down from the Zeno is therefore somewhat more sparse and 
longer than how on the plan of rests. The fallen into the sea has been retrieved". 

The units had order to return to Palermo. The Corazziere after to have executed the put 
down of S.t. 2 of which we will say soon, rejoined at 05:30 with the other units. 

Speed 20 knots. At 06:37 the Zeno sighted an aircraft flying suspiciously very high over 
the formation. 

At 09:58 the Commander of Trapani communicated that an enemy airplane was 
following the formation. The base was from an hour in aerial alarm, and he had held some 
informed the units that in that moment they were found in the vicinities. 

At 10:22 Admiral Gasparri ordered the formation into two columns, with the Corazziere 
in position of lateral escort to starboard of the Regolo. The units had just begun the maneuver in 
order to pass from the row line to the ordered formation, when the Regolo was hit to prow by a 
torpedo, launch from the Smg Unruffled that it had received signal of discovery from the aircraft. 

The formation found in that moment to three miles to NW of Cape San Vito. Admiral 
Gasparri ordered the Zeno and Da Noli to give hunt to the submarine and to the other units to turn 
around the Regolo begin to made smoke curtains; requesting to Trapani the dispatch means of aid. 

Regolo stated and communicated that it could maneuver with the two aft engines some to 
march, and that the floatation conditions were good. They passed soon after into the waters of the 
event the two tugs that tried at once to take under tow the Regolo, but did not succeed to put it on 
the intentional route. To prow, ripped and folded sheets towards the outside acted as rudder and 
hindered the government. At 11:30 two MAS reached the place. Also the Pigafetta tried to tow 
the Regolo but without positive results. While the Regolo drifted and risked to end on sand banks 
of Cape San Vito. At 13:30 being jointed by another two tugs from Trapani, the towing were 
insured, for how much the speed could not exceed the two and a half knots. Arrived soon after the 
TB Cigno and Abba that began the sonorous search in the zone of the torpedoing. 
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At 14:48 as a result of order of the Commander of Messina the DDs Mitragliere and 
Ascari directed for that Base. 

At 15:30 the Tp Lince arrived. Soon after the Regolo signaled a wake of a torpedo to 
starboard. The Zeno and Da Noli was sent to give antisubmarine hunting. Two underwater 
explosions attributable to the explosion of the torpedo at end of race were heard. The DDs launch 
bombs with intimidation goal. The units were found to three miles to NE of Cape San Vito. They 
had been effectively launch two torpedo from the Smg United. 

At 17:30 arrived on the scene the tug Polifemo, than joined in the towing operation. 
While the Pigafetta was maintained astern to the convoy a wide zigzag, and the same made Da 
Noli to starboard, Lince on the port and Cigno ahead. The Zeno executed antisubmarine rake of 
abreast to the formation. 

Navigation continued in these conditions without other incidents. The convoy reached 
Palermo at dawn of 9 November. 

In the rests of S.t. 2 from part of the Corazziere took place some empty consequent 
blocking with in the line and lengthening of this (2880 meters instead of 2400). Moreover for five 
arm was noticed that as soon as touched the water gave to place to a small explosion, caused 
perhaps from the premature operation of one of the two scuttling devices; it was therefore to think 
that those arms were at once sunk. Finally while the DD went away from the zone and after 
approximately half hour from the end of the rests, three strong explosions were heard. The 
number total of the arms just sunk would have been therefore of 8. 

Also for S.t. 2 it was necessary, as for S.t. 1, the exploratory dredging in order to assess 
that all the mines put down by the Corazziere were sunk. 

The direction of the operation was entrusted to C. C. Buscaglia with operations order of 
the Base Commander of Trapani dated 17 November. There were assigned minesweeper D1 on 
which took aboard commander Buscaglia, the minesweeper R 228, R 229 and R 231 and Motor 
fishing vessels (requestioned) Saint Vito and Pinzon Martino. All these units were sent to 
Pantelleria whence had to move in order into the zone to dredge. 

The operation was in all similar to that previous one of obstruction S.t. 1 put down on 12 
August 1942; it regularly carried out but some interruptions due to bad weather. The zone was 
declared free on 27 November. 
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81) THE SITUATION AFTER THE ANGLO-AMERICAN INVASION IN NORTH-WEST 
AFRICA 


Soon after putting down of S 8 and the S.t. 2, on 8 November 1942, the Anglo-American 
occupation of Morocco and Algeria had beginning, that is the great "Torch operation” that in the 
plans of the General Staffs of Washington and of London opened a great operational cycle whose 
purpose was the invasion of the Mediterranean territories of the Powers of the Axis. 

The dawn of that 8 November 1942 saw to reach in Africa North-West the most 
formidable Expeditionary Corps that ever had been seen; and the ships that transported it, a good 
668 coming from the Sleeve and the United States, were committees without never are sighted. 

In truth, although the surprise, the reaction of the Axis was ready and immediate, as we 
know: occupation of the French controlled territory from the Government of Vichy; occupation of 
the Corsica; dispatch to Tunisia of a first contingent of troops, to reinforce subsequently with 
others; occupation of Gabes, on the flank of the fortified Mareth line; occupation of Tolone. 

With the first Italian convoy, undamaged arrived at Biserta on 12 November, began that 
traffic through the Channel of Sicily that - lasted for six months and integrated from continuous 
aerial transports - it is passed to the history with the name of route of death (1). 

And in truth, while from more and more pressing and onerous on our part the necessities 
of feeding the Tunisian front were made in order to extend the resistance, from the enemy side 
increased 


(1) Volume VIII “The defense of traffic with the North Africa ", from 1, October 1942 to 
the fall of Tunisia, page 12. 
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offense ability against the ship forced to follow a easy attachable director of obliged march and 
therefore. And the enemy attacked by all means: unit of surface, submarines (torpedo and gun) 
aerial bombers, airplane torpedo bombers; and put down mines a few wherever, to collision and 
magnetic, these last ones especially on the routes of access of Biserta and Tunisi. From 28 
November. 1942 to 9 May 1943 (see appendix n. 4 of already cited volume VIII) that is in the 
131 least days of which passed without enemy attacks, losing 79 mercantile ships (Italian and 
German) for total 271,487 tons s.1. Of they 9 were those that sunk for collision against mine; but 
very higher it was the percentage of losses for collision against mine in the warships: the DD 
Corsaro, Saetta, Malocello, Ascari; the TB Uragano, Cyclone, Prestinari, and the Vedetta 
Procellaria. The DD Maestrale also hit a mine that of it had the stern removed for 12 meters; but 
could to be towed to Biserta and subsequently to Italy (see Chapter XX VI). 

And now we will take care of our obstructions laid in order protect by now with 
insufficient naval and aerial means - the traffic on the "route of death". 


82) OBSTRUCTION S 9 


The Supermarina with dispatch 31410 emanated on 17 November 1942 the first 
directives for putting down of an obstruction "S 9" composed of 6 parts, S 91 -S 92-S93-S 94 
- § 95 - S 96, with collision and magnetic mines, anti-ships and anti-submarines. 

For the rests of the first three parts had to be assigned the DD Pigafetta, Da Noli and 
Zeno (or, in place of this last one, the aux. Barletta). 

The obstruction had a guideline more or less to the NE, as extension on chart n. 11. The 
chain of parts then was extended with another four (S 97 - S 98 - S 99 - S 910); S 95 did not come 
rested; on 20 April 1943, by the German DD Hermes, put down S 911 (60 E.M.C.). 

If the putting down of S 91 could happen relatively soon (29 November) however the 
relative operations for obstruction S 9 were completed with difficulty of every kind, connected 
with the requirements of the occupation of Tunisia; beyond, the means, to the impediments 
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interposed by the bad weather. That first contingent of troops that disembarked in Tunisia, 12 
November had naturally to be reinforced and with the maximum solicitude; the pressures of the 
High supreme command and the German Commander were such that Supermarina, not 
succeeding to satisfy them with the normal convoys, it had to resort to the transports of troops to 
means of the other DDs does not engage in the escort of the convoys. 

"Magnificent work - we repeat much said in volume VIII ("The defense of the traffic with 
North Africa "- from 1° October 1942 to the fall of Tunisia - page 14) - was put down of 
obstruction, due even to the tireless destroyers that - without rest - between a escort of convoys 
and transport of troops they sailed in order to put down the mines". 

The following numbers will be enough to demonstrate what was the exceptional activity 
of the DDs that participated to placing of the obstructions (the rests of S 91) on 8 February 1943 
(the rest of 29 November 1942 of S 62). 






































Missions for putting Missions for troop Missions for convoy 

down of mines transports escort 
Da Noli (1) 8 9 1 
Ascari 6 8 2 
Pigafetta (1) 5 8 2 
Zeno (1) 5 9 1 
Corazziere 5 9 1 
Grecale 3 4 - 
Mitragliere 3 12 - 
Maestrale 2 - 6 
Legiollario 1 6 2 
Malocello 1 3 - 














(1) Pigafetta, Zeno and Da Noli had the railways for German mines on the main deck 
fixed with welding, and this is the main reason for which they always were assigned to the rests 
of obstructions with German mines, by now employed with widest majority regarding ours. 
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The Malocello did not participate in the rests of part S 9 but to that one of S 62, delayed 
as a result of the disadvantages taken place in rest of S 61 (see paragraph 72). 

The consequences of this uninterrupted activity were noticed very soon in the wearing 
down of the drive systems; the damages to the auxiliary machinery, pumps, condensers, tubes, 
valves, were taken place with always greater frequency; or one or the other DD had need of one, 
two, three days of repairs; days that of other part - they concurred to grant a little rest to the 
personnel, whose physical resistance was put to hardest test. 

The lack of naphtha was another source of serious worries, especially at Trapani: in order 
to cite an example, on 16 December 1942 Supermarina had to order to Messina that one of the 
two DDs Zeno or Da Noli yielded to the other all the extra naphtha that necessary in order to go 
from Trapani to Palermo; it went to Palermo, it made to complete the load taking the naphtha 
from the units in works and returned to Trapani the naphtha where had to be left again on the 
other DD! 

Seen the frequency of the dismissals, of the unit substitutions (than sometimes happening 
between unit of different types they forced to change number and types of arms to embark) and 
other incidents of varied nature, Supermarina after the written dispatch 31410 of 17 November 
renounced to ulterior compilations of directives and instructions, communicating them instead by 
telephone to the M.M. Commander of Messina (of usual personally to the Chief of the general 
staff) that in his turn he was in continuous contact with the Commander of Trapani; therefore that 
this last one ended with the being the only one to being able to compile at the last moment a truly 
definitive operations order for the units that had to sortie in order to execute a rest. 

But the system of the telephone orders had been adopted also for reasons of solicitude. 
Supermarina on 29 November made present Messina that the drafts of S 9 had to be put down 
with the greater possible rapidity; therefore, to continuation of the characteristics for the first four 
parts, already transmitted previously, gave also those of S 96, 97 and 98 (S 95 it did not have 
more being put down) and it perceived that it left the Admiral of Messina free to adopt for them 
placed of the various drafts the succession order that thought more convenient. 
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83) THE RESTS OF PART S 91—S 92—S 96 


The putting down of S 91 and that one of S 92 was completed from the DD Da Noli and 
the aux. Barletta in the same 30 day November 1942. That was possible thanks to the vicinity of 
Biserta and to the presence of the aux. Barletta whose cargo ability allowed them to leave from 
Trapani having in covered its mines for the S 91 and in the holds those its and those of Da Noli 
for S 92. After first the putting down the units entered Biserta, where the aux. Barletta transferred 
to the Da Noli and transferred on its deck the arms for puts down successive, and left again at 
once in order to execute it. 

The Day of the 29" at Trapani the following mines were boarded: 

on the Da Noli: 30 EMF and 56 EMC 

on the Barletta: 30 EMF and 56 EMC on deck 

56 EME and 98 EMC in the hold. 

The two parts turned out therefore formed: 

S92: 98 EMC +56 EMF = 154 arms 

(alternated EMC and EMF) 

S 91: 112 EMC + 60 EMF = 172 arms 

(alternated EMC and EMF) 

The plan of rests is indicated from the diagram n. the 15, identical for both parts, but the 
number of the arms. 

From the report of mission of the Da Noli (C. F. Valdambrini) we bring back: 

"Day 29 November 1942 

18:30 hours - I sail and exit from the port ordering to the Barletta, that is already at sea 
outside of the obstruction, to follow to me. 

19:00 - On the safe routes they are joined from the MS 31 and 32 that are offered in 
position of right and left lateral escort. 

19.30 - From the point T 2 of Trapani the navigation on the high seas has beginning on 
the prescribed routes. 
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"Day 30 November: 

06:05 - I make landfall on Scoglio dei Cani and direct for the point of beginning of the 
obstruction S 91. The weather, that it has been manageable during the first hours of the night, 
with wind from the west-northwest and attend squalls, with rising of the moon has gotten much 
worse to make to rise doubts on the possibility to execute the put down. 

07:05 - The weather has gotten still worse with sea forces 4-5 from the west- northwest 
and the Barletta communicates to me that it thinks useless to try putting down. However I 
forward for the established point reserving me to carry out or not the putting down based on the 
behavior of the units on the route of rests. 

08:07 - Since in spite of the strong skidded of the ship (until 24") it seems to me of being 
able to carry out the operation, and of other part the Barletta resists the sea to the left very well, 
give order to begin the putting down. 

08:42 - The operation has ended without any incident. Passed in head to the formation I 
direct in order to enter Biserta. 

09:45 - Within in port to Biserta and I move to place side by side with the Barletta give 
me which they are made me to precede and that in the roadstead is berthed for my order. The city 
is in state of aerial alarm. 

11:00 - Beginning transfer of the mines. 

13:30 - Enemy aircrafts fly over the city many times and the port uncoupling bombs on 
the Gaulet and on the naphtha depots of the external port. 

14:30 - The cargo of the mines has ended. 

14:35 - I exit from the port and crossing slowly awaiting motion of the Barletta. 

15:36 - Joined from this last one, I direct for the point of beginning of the second 
obstruction. 

16:21 - Beginning putting down of S 92. 

16:53 - I finish without incidents the putting down. 

17:00 - I make to turn for the east directing in order to return. 

22:50 - I sight on the horizon in direction of the North a illuminated ship making route 
approximately for the west. 

23:30 - [receive order to divert of 25 miles to the North then to land on the point T2. 
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"Day 1 December 1942: 

00:00 - I turn for the North following the newly ordered route. 

05:17 - [land at the point T 2 and direct on the safe routes for Trapani. 

06:06 - Within in port followed by the Barletta. 

"Observations and proposals: 

1 - The rests of obstruction S 91 has happened in very disadvantageous conditions of sea; 
it has been carried out equally thinking that it had an urgent character. 

2 - The personnel of the Barletta and of Da Noli has continued the operations of cargo 
and putting to place of the mines also under the aerial bombing, for the same reasons of urgency. 
Of it he notes it optimal behavior. The time been necessary for these operations has been of 
approximately 5 hours. 

3 - The maneuver in order to place side by side to the Barletta with a gale and 
uncomfortable current is given the different type and the different length of the unit. 

4 - The cargo and the drainage of the mines in the roadstead of Biserta, given the frequent 
alarms and bombing, are not from advising themselves in success. In the roadstead the presence 
of magnetic mines has also been marked. 

5 - During the placed of the obstructions has not had escort of fighter aircrafts nor of 
torpedo boats, these last returned because of the very agitated sea. 

6 — The MS 32 has been crossing the bow to the Barletta in a its attempt to cross the 
formation; it hit against the motor-ship and received damages. It will follow relative report to the 
incident. 

THE COMMANDER 
Commander 
Pia Valdambrini 
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On 30 November, while Da Noli and Barletta they executed the putting down of S 91 and 
S 92, at Trapani the DD Maestrale (1), Grecale, Mitragliere and Ascari embarked 56 p 200 mines 
each without antenna for putting down of part S 96, according the dispositions of the Commander 
of Messina. 

The mission was completed under the direction of the Maestrale (C. V. Bedeschi) 
without incident. The DD exited from Trapani at 23:45. At 06:43 of 1 December the Tunisian 
coast was sighted and soon after isola dei Cani with which it was controlled the position in order 
to direct exactly on the point of beginning of rests. Assumed the head of the line, the put down 
had begun at 08:46 and it had its end at 09:15. German fighter aircrafts escorted the formation. 

At 12:00 an airplane of uncertain nationality was sighted, very distant; soon after 
Supermarina informed the Maestrale that the formation had been sighted by an enemy airplane. 
However the DD reached Trapani regularly. The Maestrale had order to continue for Cagliari, in 
order to escort a convoy. 

The plan of rests of S 96 turns out from diagram n. 16. 


84) THE RESTS OF PARTS S 93 AND S 97 


To rests of S 96 would have had to follow very soon to those of the S 93 and S 94, from 
makes in one single day with the same modalities of the 91 S and S 92, to work of the DD 
Pigafetta and Da Noli and of the aux. Barletta. But this last one had, in the previous mission, 
some irregularity in the operation of the drive system that did not allow to make sufficient 
confidence on the efficiency of it for a successive mission without a consistent period of repairs. 
Therefore Admiral Barone subjected to the approval of Supermarina following the new program: 

- To make to execute put down of S 93 from the Pigafetta and Da Noli, giving to the 
Barletta and consequently to a row of arms in the obstruction, that it had been planned on three 
TOWS; 


(1) The employment of the Maestrale was previewed in the case was a "Soldato" type 
DD lacked of the Mitragliere squadron: the Corazziere in fact lacked. 
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GraFico N. 16 
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- in place of S 94, for which they were necessary two "Navigatori" type DDs, to make to execute 
the put down of S 79 from the squadron Maestrale. 

Such program could be put into effect 5 December. 

The composition of S 93, reduced to two rows, become almost identical to that one of the 
S 91 (2 EMC more and 2 EMF less). 

The composition of S 97 was identical to that one of S 96 (sees diagram n. 16). 

Excerpt from the report of the Pigafetta (5 Decembers 1942): 

Hours 02:03 - Sailing is begun. 


03:26 — The Da Noli joins and it continues for the routes ordered online of survey at 25 
knots. 

07:51 - They are in the sky a formation two fighter aircrafts that go away after short time. 

08:15 - One comes near for countermarch for the normal route to that one of the rests and 
is reduced to 16 knots. 

08:25 - One comes near to a tempo 90°to the right for the route of placing and is reduced 
to 12 knots. 

08:44 - Pigafetta and Da Noli begins putting down with the intervals previewed for the 
stagger of the arms. 

09:12 - The units turn in within of 15° until reducing the interval to 200 meters; the route 
is resumed therefore of rests. 

09:23 - One gradually increases the speed until to 20 knots, 

"Observations and proposals: 

The meteorological conditions during the put down have been favorable: light breeze 
from SE and calm sea. 

The CAPTAIN 
Commander of the 15"" DD squadron 
Rodolfo Del Minio 
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Excerpt from the report of the Maestrale (same day 5 December): 

"Hours 02:46 - I cast off and I exit from the port. In the neighborhood of the obstruction I 
attend to slow motion the sailing of the DDs Grecale - Ascari - Corazziere. 

07:52 - Two national fighter aircrafts fly over the formation and begin the escort. 

From 08:35 to 08:42 in lat. 37° 37' long 10° 25' the sonar finds a series of suspicions 
echoes very defined that they make to suppose to be a matter itself of a mined field. The 
extension of the field has been found of beyond 3500 meters in parallel and approximately 1500 
in meridian. 

08:45 - The Squadron assumes line to front and from 09:06 to 09:38 obstruction S 97 as 
per operations order n. 1295/SRP dated 3 December of the Navy Trapani comes executed. 

08:52 - Is sighted high at a great distance and on ril. 40° true an aircraft of uncertain 
nationality. From successive communication of Supermarina the aircraft turns out to be enemy. 

13:40 - Beginning the safe routes for access to Trapani. 


The CAPTAIN 
Commander of the 10" DD squadron 
Nicola Bedeschi 


85) THE RESTS OF PART S 94 


Executed puts down of parts S 93 and S 97 was put soon hand to the preparation of that 
one of S 94 which had been assigned the DD Pigafetta, Da Noli, Zeno, Mitragliere, Ascari, 
Grecale and Corazziere. 

The day of 8 December the DDs began the boarding of the mines; but at 09:40 of next 
day the 9" Supermarina ordered it suspend, to replace in the lighters the already boarded arms 
and to prepare at once the DDs for a urgent transport of troop to Tunis and Biserta. 
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The DDs left in the night and made to return to Trapani the morning of 11 December. 
They proceeded at once to the re-embark of the arms and that is: 

Pigafetta - Da Noli - Zeno: 85 EMF each; 

Mitragliere - Ascari - Corazziere - Grecale: 52 p 200 or Elia each. 

S 94 had to be composed of five rows, that is three with 86 EMF and two with 104 p 200 
or Elia. 

In the late evening, a few minutes before the fixed hour for the departure, a loss to the 
heaters of the naphtha with consequent pollution of the water feed was took place on the 
Pigafetta. Since in these conditions the Pigafetta could not leave, Admiral Notarbartolo 
confirmed the execution of the mission without it, to giving up a row of mines (graph n. 17). 

The commander of the Pigafetta, C. v. Del Minio, having also the functions of superior 
commander at sea, went on board the Da Noli. 

The six units exited at 01:00 of 12 December at a speed of 20 knots. At 07:10 they 
sighted the isola dei Cani, they reduced to 18 knots and they directed for the normal route to that 
one of rests passing for the existing passage already between parts the 93 S and S 96. 

Assumed the formation online of to front Zeno - Da Noli - Corazziere followed by the 
Mitragliere - Grecale followed by the Ascari, and diminished the speed to 14 knots, at 09:29 was 
begun the putting down, first from the Zeno and subsequently from the Da Noli, Mitragliere and 
Ascari and with the opportune intervals for the stagger of the arms between the rows. Completed 
the putting down from the Mitragliere and from the Ascari began the Corazziere and Grecale, 
while the others two turned to the outside and increased of speed carrying themselves in advanced 
lateral position and remaining the entire time of it rests for precaution against eventual irregular 
explosions. 

Eight explosions were heard, probably of Italian arms and to great depths since no water 
column were seen. 

At 10:39 the put down was finished. From 07:55 to 10:45 an airplane from r m. executed 
the antisubmarine escort. For short time three fighter aircrafts also took part. From Biserta it 
could not 
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Torpediniere in uscita dalla base di Ta- 
ranto per una missione di posa mine. 





Imbarco di mine tedesche 
sull’incrociatore Duca D’Aosta (1942). 
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to give no unit in order to exactly characterize the point of beginning of the rests; but a provident 
clearing allowed him to recognize the points conspicuous on the coast during the phase of landing 
and to continue to see them during the course of the rests. At the end of this the weather became 
gloomy with frequent squalls and very reduced visibility. 

At 16:40 the DD reached Trapani. 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


371 


CHAPTER XXII 


DECEMBER 1942 - FEBRUARY 1943 
OBSTRUCTION S 9 


86 - The problem of the protection of the Sicily-Tunisia route 
87 - The difficulties for putting down of S 98 

8S - Rests of S 98 

89 - Rests of S 99 

90 - Rests of S 910 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


372 
Blank 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


86) THE PROBLEM OF THE PROTECTION OF SICILIA-TUNISIA ROUTE 


On 15 December 1942, at 13:20 hours, Supermarina telephoned to Messina the directives 
for a next rests of part S 98, to execute, but modifications, with the DD Pigafetta, Da Nofi, Zeno 
(with EMC and EMF mines) Grecale and Corazziere (with Elia mines). Moreover a unit was 
previewed adapted, to send timely near the Keith rock (sees map n. 11) in order to facilitate the 
determination of the beginning points and aim of the route. 

Now, since in spite of the tenacious intention to proceed with the maximum solicitude to 
rests of the western obstruction of the "route of the death", S 98 could be only put down on 20 
January 1943, must somewhat entertain the reader on the causes of therefore of the long delay, so 
that amid the account of the general course of the operations in the Libyan and Tunisian theaters 
and the war of mines in that period of 35 days can become that was most critical and dense than 
tragic events. 

In order to begin with a picture of the general situation in those two theaters, rather than to 
still send the reader back to volume VIII (The defense of the traffic with N.A.. from October 1942 
to the fall of Tunisia) we prefer to transcribe from how much it can be very interesting to the ends 
of the present volume. 

"On 15 November 1942 Admiral Riccardi, Head of the G.S. of the Navy, wrote the 
following letter to the Head of G.S. General that put to fire the situation of the traffic: 

"The situation that has been created in regard to the traffic with Africa can be summarized 
in the two points that follow: 

1°: The traffic with Tunisia is started. It can be intensified and be maintained in the 
necessary measure, provided that a// our means are massed for it. 
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2°: Also dissuading means from the traffic for Tunisia, if it does not come occupied the 
eastern Tunisian coast it is not possible to maintain to the traffic with Tripoli....". 

"The east Tunisian coast were from we occupied, but the west route is always threatened 
from the aircrafts and the submarines of Malta, the fast units of the Force K... and from the 
torpedo boats of a flotilla located at Malta in that period 

"At the end of November a memorandum of Supermarina to the High supreme command 
and a letter exchange between Hitler and Mussolini, from which a visit to Rome of Goering 
accompanied by Rommel had origin, emphasized the situation in a way that can be reassumed as 
follows: 

The port of Tripoli is congested with ships carrying cargo... ". 

"The memorandum of Supermarina continued drawing the attention of the High supreme 
command on the chronic naphtha deficiency, that it threatened to make to suspend all traffic 
within a few weeks... 

"Supermarina concluded with these considerations and demands: 

"From with of these circumstances gushes the extreme difficulty to continue the traffic 
with Tripoli... It is moreover confirmed the impossibility of at the same time feeding Tripolitania 
and Tunisia... ". 

"On 1 December had in Rome a meeting between Goering (coming from Germany in 
order to personally become account of the course of the military fight in the Mediterranean), 
Cavallero, Riccardi, Fougier, Kesselring, Rommel, Weichold and other heads. Main argument of 
the meeting had been the situation in North Africa and Goering had asserted, on purpose of the 
refueling traffic: - If the refueling continues with the rhythm followed until today cannot hold 
neither Tunisia neither Tripolitania. The aerial transport could not more be employed, because 
draft of exceptional unusual means. Therefore the normal way is that by sea. 

In order protect this way it had given to special importance to a corridor protected by 
mines on both sides between the Sicily and Tunisia, inserted between two coastal corridors 
without solution of 
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continuity: the first one between Naples and Trapani, the second between Tunisi and Tripoli. 
Therefore it had decided for the demand for means of a million German mines. 

Naturally Goering did not become account neither of the necessary time for the 
performance of a similar a work of mining, nor of that one a being necessary in order to prepare 
therefore enormous number of mines. But taken his of position on the argument tries how much 
in Germany gave importance - based on the experience of the North Sea, all able to be mined - to 
the war of mines, whose anti-ship and antisubmarine effectiveness was supported also by Hitler, 
like Goering had said. 

"On 4 December Supermarina, in the second part of the cited memorandum... wrote 
dealing of the traffic with Tunis and with Biserta: 

"The enemy concentrates his efforts against this traffic with: 

a) intense aerial recognition from Malta, that it follows all our convoys, by day and night; 

b) he sets in action, especially nocturnal, of aerial torpedo bombers coming from Malta; 

c) Submarines on the routes Naples-Tunisia and Palermo - Tunisia; 

d) minefields; 

e) sets in action airplane on the areas of arrival, coming from the Algerian area; 

f) it sets in action of surface forces, rare but extremely dangerous. 

We can continue the traffic, but to the essential condition already posted on 15 
November, and that is that a// our means make mass for it... 

“The situation from the point of view of the naval offenses will be able to improve when 
the obstructions in course will be completed and when it is possible to assemble and to put in 
regular action means of minesweeping", 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


87) THE DIFFICULTIES FOR PUTTING DOWN Of S 98 


The necessities "to make soon" with the obstructions, the distressing necessity not only 
for the situation itself, but also in order to make headway to the badly hidden dissatisfied of the 
Germans, emerge with luminous evidence; but in resuming the history of S 98 from the date of 15 
December 1942 with which we have begun it, we must continue with the following 
communication that a few hours later Supermarina made to the High supreme command: 

"Since is expectable that the conditions of the sea for some day will not render possible to 
put down the obstruction, put under disposition four DDs from Trapani, able each of 1400 
soldiers with only individual equipment". 

Between the telephone communications elapsed between Supermarina and the M.M. 
Commander of Messina in the days from the 16 to 19 December 1942 we have drawn the 
following that they clearly illustrate the vicissitudes that lead to the dismissal of the operation: 


16 DECEMBER 
12" 45™ - Supermarina to Messina: 
The arms for S 98 are in the lighters the evening of the 19" 


13" 45™ - Messina to Supermarina: 
Da Noli, Zeno, Ascari and Corazziere have only 200 tons of naphtha. It is not thought 
possible to execute the mission (1). 


14" 25™ - Supermarina to Messina: 

One of the DDs Zeno or Da Noli goes today to Palermo after to have yielded to the others 
the excess naphtha that necessary for the transfer. To Palermo complete the cargo from the units 
in the yards, return to Trapani and divide up the cargo on the other DDs. 


18" 30™ - Supermarina to Messina: 
For S 98 Grecale and Corazziere besides the Elia they embarked also P 200 until 


complete cargo. 


(1) The four Ct were just returned from a troop transport to Tunisia. 
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17 DECEMBER 
12" 30™ - Messina to Supermarina: 
In relation to the sinking of the Aviere (1) and consequent suspicion of presence of enemy 
mines, Admiral Notarbartolo proposes that a torpedo boat executes a minesweeping run in order 
to estimate assure free from mines the zone of rests. 


19" 30™ - Supermarina to Messina: 

- It is well, torpedo boat executed the prentive minesweeping. 

- In relation to the greater number of arms, the lines of the Grecale and the Corazziere 
will have to turn out longer towards the N E. 

- In order to embark the arms in the lighters to attend order. 


18 DECEMBER 
- Messina to Supermarina 
The conditions of the sea slow down operations of the DDs. 


19 DECEMBER 
09"50™ - Supermarina to Messina: 
Executive S 98 the morning of the 21“ 


12" 30™ - Supermarina to Messina: 

The put down S 98 expectable the morning of the 21“. On the 20" the Pigafetta, 
Mitragliere and Ascari are moved to Trapani in order to embark the arms. They will be employed 
also the Da Noli and Zeno who are already at Trapani. Inform Mitragliere and Ascari who 
preview themselves will be able to resume the small works after executed the mission. 


(1) The DD Aviere was sunk little more than an hour before by two torpedoes of the Sm 
Splendid to the North of Diserta while escorting a motor-ship with the DD Camicia Nera. 
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16" 50™ - Messina to Supermarina: 
To Trapani bad weather; it cannot be made transfer of naphtha between DDs. Delay of 24 
hours is proposed. 


18"45™ - Supermarina to Messina: 
Set back operation of 24 hours. 


21°05™ - Supermarina to Messina: 

Cancel operation until date to be established. 

As hour we will see, the urgent necessity to transport troop quickly to Tunisia employ 
DDs so, that after 18 December 1942 against a tempo it was not possible to execute putting down 
of mines even between one transport and the other. Here in fact a picture of the dates of departure 
for the troop transport missions from 18 December 1942 to 17 January 1943 from part of the 8 
DDs employable for rests of mines on the line of the obstruction S 9. Present who the departures 
happened from Palermo or Trapani, for Biserta or Tunis, and with the pauses in the Tunisian 
ports, keeps itself nearly indispensable, the average life of the mission (round-trip) was 20 hours 
from Trapani and 24 from Palermo: 
































DECEMBER 1942 JANUARY 1943 
Pigafetta 21 23 26 29 6 | 8 
Da Noli 21 23 29 6 
Zeno 23 26 29 16 
Mitragliere 24 27 30 | 6 | 8 | 16 
Corazziere 18 | 21 24 17 
Ascari 18 30 6 8 
Legionario 21 | 22 26 28 17 
Grecale 21 | 22 24 17 















































The interruptions that appear in this picture from the 30 December 1942 to 6 January and 
from 8 to 16 January 1943 correspond to periods of bad weather. In the first one especially, the 
high sea 
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it did not allow neither the departures of convoys of mercantile ships (1). 


88) THE PUTTING DOWN Of S 98 

On 20 January could finally be executed the putting down of S 98. The weather had been 
calmed; and moreover, in order to make headway to the demands for transports of troop with 
DDs, Supermarina had decided to make some to come to Sicily of the others, which the Fascist, 
the Premuda, the Granatiere, the Bombardiere; this last one, that also that had more recently 
entered service, just made in time to complete a mission, during which it was torpedoed by the 
Sm United and sank, to SW of Marettimo. 

The evening of the 18" Pigafetta and Da Noli completed to Palermo some small work, 
made soon the tests and of course bring to Trapani for the boarding of the arms. 

At 03:30 hours of 20 January Pigafetta, Da Noli, Zeno, Corazziere and Ascari exited 
from Trapani. On the Pigafetta had taken aboard Admiral Gasparri commander of the DD Group 
of the Fleet. 

According to the instructions of Supermarina it lead the formation for the west until 
exceeding the meridian of Scoglio Keith in way to approach the zone of rests more from coming 
the west and always passing that possible in waters deeper than 200 meters. 

The Cov. Gabbiano had put a marks on the Keith rock and it was itself capacity 
approximately 3 miles to SE of it in order to facilitate to the DD the exact determination of the 
position. 

Such task had been entrusted to the TB Cigno, than but still before reaching the Scoglio 
Keith it had found water intrusions in the turbine dynamo and later salt water infiltrations in the 
condensers; its commander determined to return 


(1) With bad weather they were three the main risks of navigation: that one deriving from 
the difficulty to maintain itself on the course prescribed of safety between the mined fields; that 
relative to the mines to the drift, torn from the large and difficultly visible sea for the foam of the 
bellows; that one of the drift of stricken ships, carried by the wind in means to the minefields 
during the rescue operations. 
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to Trapani after to have tell the Cov. Gabbiano, that it was in the zone for other mission, to take 
its place. The incident was cause of some hitch that induced Admiral Gasparri to detach a DD in 
order to assure that the Cov. Gabbiano was very current of how much had to make. It resulted in 
some delay of approximately two hours in the beginning of rests. 

With opportune maneuver the DDs assumed the line to front turned in tempo to the left 
(see diagram n. 18) and they began the putting down At 10:58. Pigafetta, Da Noli and Zeno put 
down first 32 magnetic EMF then and the 54 EMC contact. 

At 11:27 Ascari and Corazziere finished putting down of theirs 54 Italian mines, then 
were offered in opportune position, always on left of the other three DDs, for protection and 
sonor search. 

Pigafetta, Da Noli and Zeno finished putting down at 11:47. 

From 10:20 the formation was escorted by three MAS - two to right and one on the left. 

At 13:30 three national fighters and a reconnaissance aircraft arrived that executed the 
aerial escort until 14:30. During this hour the conning tower of a submarine was sighted that but 
dived quickly. The airplane signaled it and the Pigafetta launched signal of discovery. Ascari and 
Corazziere were detached to give hunt. 

During the putting down it was perceived a concussion on the hull from the DD without 
to notice a water column. Approximately half hour after finished of the putting down they was 
heard to explode four arms that provoked high water columns. 

At 16:45 the DD, that they had completed navigation at a speed of 20 knots and after that 
Ascari and Corazziere had joined the formation, returned to Trapani. 


89) THE RESTS Of S 99 


The rests of part S 99 could follow promptly that of S 98. Was executed on 24 January 
1943, but it could have been executed on the 23 if there had been good weather. 

The units executing it were the same ones and about equal was the number of the arms: 
50 Elia each the DD Corazziere and 
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GraFico N. 18 
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Ascari, instead of 54; as far as to the three Pigafetta, the 86 German mines were subdivided into 
magnetic 24 and contact 62. 

As route of puts down S 99, regarding S 98, was rested in contrary sense, that is from the 
SW to NE; but, since the units came from the North, for safety - being be the zone explored 
previously from the Cov. Artemide - covered first towards the SW, then inverted the route. 

Also the disposition of the arms was different, like extension on diagram n. 19: the units 
began put down on lines spaced out by 400 meters, then, put down the first 72 magnetic mines 
(24 each from the three Pigafetta) intervals were reduced to 200 meters. 

The Cov. Artemide, as we have already pointed out, executed the same mission 
completed for S 98 from the Cov. Gabbiano. 

From the report of C. V. Del Minio (on the Pigafetta) we bring back of the main phase of 
the operation: 

"Departure from Trapani at 03:30 hours of 24 January 1943, 

"03:55 - Outside of the obstruction, it is passed online of row in the order Pigafetta - Da 
Noli - Zeno - Corazziere - Ascari and the speed is increased progressively until to 20 knots 

"05:35 - In passing of the safe route assumes the formation on two columns: Pigafetta - 
Da Noli - Zeno to right, Corazziere - Ascari on the left. File header online of bearing. 

"07:39 — The Cov. Artemide is sighted on left, parked near Keith rock. 

"07:50 - A national reconnaissance aircraft and a German combat aircraft of escort the 
formation. 

"07:52 - one comes near to a turn on the left and the line to front is delivered up for on 
the opposite route to that one of rests in the established order of obstruction. 

"08:38 - Speeds 14 knots. 

"08:52 - Exceeded of three miles the point in which it will have to be begun the 
obstruction inverts the route in tempo on the left. The positions are rectified. 
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GraFico N. 19 
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"09:05 - Stop of beginning of rests: the Da Noli and subsequently the other unit begin the launch 
of the arms with the intervals previewed for the stagger. 

"09:25 - Corazziere and Ascari, Da Noli and Zeno turn in inside until reducing the 
interval to 200 meters as previewed that morning they began slowly the putting down. 

"09:32 - Ascari and Corazziere subsequently finishes the put down and executes 
protection and sonar search on the left of formation. 

"09:50 - Da Noli, Pigafetta and Zeno finishes the launch of mines. 

"09:52 - Is given to the Askaris, that it has the sonar damaged, and to the Artemide 
freedom of maneuver in order to return to Trapani”. 

Completed it put down and according to the received instructions the units, except the 
Ascari, caused to execute the scattering of a rectangular zone of approximately 12 miles of length 
and 3 of width, a little to the NE of that one of the executed obstruction. Such zone would have 
had to be chosen for another obstruction. 

On purpose of this second part of a mission C.v. Del Minio therefore has reported: 

"I think right to signal the risk that runs the DD covering to slow motion rectilinear route 
in zones strongly laid a trap without an adapted antisubmarine escort, especially when such ties 
prolonged beyond the zone to mine, as it happens in proceeding to the scattering of immense 
zones of sea. 

It is to keep in mind who to the end of the operations of the put down the DD has the 
mortars disassembled and that consequently they do not have the possibility to carry out an 
effective reaction against the submarines 

"As turns out from the chronological exposure, the aerial escort has been during the put 
down much insufficient and however insufficient; such escort then has come to lack nearly 
completely in the course of the operations sounds". 

The executed sounds, the DD return to Trapani which arrived at 16:25. 

During the put down there was perceived three explosions 
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90) THE PUTTING DOWN OF S 910 

Arriving therefore the last obstruction executed from ships ours on the line of protection 
of the "route of the death": part S 910, put down 30 January 1943, still from same the DD of the 
two previous parts, and of continuation to them with relative solicitude; that it did not prevent all 
and five DDs to execute, in the interval of time between S 99 and S 910, another transport of 
troops to Tunisia, on the 23" from 3" to 23". 

We have inasmuch as, for these pressing requirements of the fight in Tunisia, other DD 
had been send to Sicily; beyond to that we have name in paragraph 88 had come also the 
Gioberti, to replace the quickly lost Bombardiere; but the situation continued to be precarious 
because, if the number of those worn out DD had been increased, their efficiency was source of 
continuous worry, as demonstrated in this communication of 21 January made from the Admiral 
Barone to Supermarina: 

"Admiral Gasparri signaled that the damages to the pumps continue, and make present 
the necessity of a technical examination for the future forecasts. -- and ask if the A/pino one will 
soon join the Group, because with the damage of the Mitragliere it has now a single squadron 
leader, engaged for missions of rests of obstructions, and therefore the DD that transports troop 
does not have a squadron leader ". 

It is interesting also this other communication that we bring back, of Supermarina to 
Messina, and that it is of the day of 25 January: 

"It is necessary to concentrate a transport of ten thousand Germans to Tunisia before 2 
February. They will be employs all the DD, comprised the Carabiniere who will be ready at 
Palermo on the 1“. In this period it must but makes itself also the put down of S 910 with three 
Pigafetta and two "Soldato”. (...). In the report the congestion of the port of Palermo the necessity 
examined to subdivide the departures between that port and Trapani, giving some communication 
to us for regulating the flow of troop. 

The Alpino will be to ready at Palermo on the 5"; the Fuciliere not before the 10"". 

Therefore five DDs of the day of the 28" can be explained the mission of ours. And they, 
returned to Trapani a little before midnight, the boarding of the arms for S 910. 
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The amount of arms was the same one of that of S 99 and that is 50 each for Ascari and 


Corazziere, but all of type p 200; 86 Germans for each of the "Navigators", but distinguished in 
23 magnetic (EMP), 14 EMC with antenna and 49 without antenna. 


As far as the configuration of the obstruction, it appears, as the extension diagram n. 20, 


turned upside down regarding S 99, which is narrow lines at the beginning and increased at the 


end. 


Nearly equal instead it was the guideline (route of rests 58°). Cov. Gabbiano executed 


the same mission of exploratory dredging and signaling from the Keith rock. 


From the report of C. V. Del Minio (on the Pigafetta) we bring back is made of the main 


operation: 


"Departure from Trapani at 04:30 of 30 January 1943, 

"05:17 - Speed 20 knots, 

"06:40 - In clear of the safe routes is begun zigzagging - speed 22 knots. 

"06:58 - Two national fighter aircrafts flies over the formation and go away after a few 


minutes. 


506, 


"07:15 - They escort the formation two Ju 88 and a Cant Z 506, 
"07:30 - Four MAS assume a.s.w. escort of the formation. It is in flight a single Cant Z 


"08:25 - The zigzagging is stopped - speeds 20 knots, 
"08:42 - One comes near for countermarch for the maneuver to the route of rests - speeds 


18 knots. 


"08:50 - With turn in time of 90° to the right of the route is assumed of rests and the 


speed 14 knots. 


"09:07 - Begins of the putting down. 

"09:50 - The Pigafetta finishes putting down. 

"09:52 - All the units have finished putting down. 

"09:57 - comes near to a turn of 90° to right and heads for return. Speed 20 knots; 
"10,15 - The section Ascari - Corazziere takes place 5000 meters of astern. The 


zigzagging is begun. Speed 22 knots. 
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"12,00 - Maneuver freedom is given to the MAS and a few minutes after also to the Ascari who 
must continue for Messina. 

"12:59 - Pass the obstruction. 

"13:35 - All the units are moored. 


"Observations and proposals 

During all the mission the aerial escort has been constituted from a single Cant. Z 506; 
the two fighter aircrafts and the Ju. 88 sighted respectively at 06:58 and at 07:17 in fact they have 
flown over the formation for only a few minutes. Insufficient an aerial escort therefore, beyond 
not being able to give any aid to the units in the case being that they been subordinates to aerial 
attacks, could not even give some confidence as far as sight of submarines, mines etc. It would be 
instead opportune that, in the missions of rests, during which the units are rendered particularly 
vulnerable from the presence of mines aboard and are forced, in the period of time in which the 
obstruction is executed, to proceed at low speed and on obliged routes, said escort was more 
numerous ". 
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CHAPTER XXUI 


THE LAST OFFENSIVE OBSTRUCTIONS 


91 - The rests of the draft S 62 
92 - Obstruction "S10" - Study of a new route - Putting down of part S 101 APPENDIX - 
Obstructions laid from the submarines 
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91) THE RESTS OF THE DRAFT S 62 


We must now to return to the Cape Bon-Marettimo line that we had left 2 October after 
the bad outcome of the rests of part S 61 and the consequent dismissal to date to establish of rests 
of S 62. 

We remember that the first study of this part went back to September 1942 with that one 
of S 61, and that it was be a matter of two similar obstructions. S 62 had to be formed with 139 
mines 200 P of which 116 with superior and inferior antenna and 23 with the single superior 
antenna. As then we have seen in Chapter XIX the P 200 with antenna gave place to numerous 
premature explosions during and after the putting down of S61, for which the Admiral of Trapani 
suspended the execution of S 62 that would have had - and been able - to follow short interval; 
Supermarina confirmed the delay and arranged for the opportune verifications and surveying on 
the causes of those incidents. 

While such inquiry followed its course, other serious events, as we have seen, forced to 
turn newly to the zone of Cape Bon the plans of obstructions; that passage between S 52 
continued therefore to remain widely open and the Marettimo island, passage on which already 
from much time the Germans had believed themselves a must - in truth not without good reasons 
- draw our attention. 

With the operations in Tunisia and the consequent traffic on the "route of the death” that 
passage became a very favorable element to the very intensifies ambushes of the submarines 
against the safe routes of Trapani, that had to be returned to consider the urgent necessity to 
reduce the width. 

We find therefore, now, part S 62 planned with wider, such criteria much to realize a 
obstruction with twofold purpose, anti-ship and antisubmarine, of efficiency much 
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superior to that one of the primitive S 61 and 62 together, having a composition the much more 
complex than that one of the other obstructions of the line S 9. 

To its rests participated 6 DDs: the three accustom Pigafetta, the Malocello, the 
Legionario and the Mitragliere which nearly at the last moment replaced the Carabiniere, to 
cause of the usual vicissitudes of the DDs of which the reader he has by now had various 
examples; but of it we will give still another, in order to put in relief in which conditions carried 
out the operations of rests of obstructions. 

It is remarkable however the fact that is resolutions to put down S 62 the day of 8 
February 1943, after that morning of the 6" Admiral Gasparri the commander of the DD Group of 
the Fleet proposed by telephone from Messina to the Supermarina the following program: 

"a) Holding at Trapani 4 "Navigatori"; but beyond the Pigafetta and the Da Noli, the 
Malocello has need of work also that yesterday on the route of Kelibia has slightly touched 
(bottom). 

b) Holding in Sicily Mitragliere, Carabiniere, Legionario and Premuda; the Legionario. 
As soon as putting down S 62 goes to La Spezia for the change of the propellers. The 
Carabiniere, now to Palermo, would mount the railways and she would be moved to Trapani for 
S 62 in place of the Corazziere, while the Mitragliere and Premuda would remain at Palermo. 

c) The Corazziere is located at once (time allowing) to Palermo in order to free Trapani 
and to execute the temporary repairs for being able itself to transfer to another base. 

d) Camicia Nera and Gioberti transfer to Naples escorting Geniere, Corazziere and 
Grecale ". 

But at 17:30 of that same day, from Messina, the Supermarina was telephoned: that the 
Carabiniere could not go to Trapani for S 62 having damage to a valve; that the Malocello (was 
at least a good news) had not very damaged; that the putting down of S 62 could be made to 
embarking the arms the morning of the 8", but distributing to all the naphtha of Corazziere -234 
tons - to the DDs of Trapani, in way to carry them to 220 tons each and delaying the transfer to 
Naples of the Corazziere " 
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The Mitragliere was then destined to the rests of S 62. 
The prepared arms were therefore distributed: 


Pigafetta: 29 EMC (antenna) and 52 EMF(magnetic) 
Malocello: 29" and52 " 
Da Noli: 34" and52 " 
Zeno: 34 =" and52 =" 


Mitragliere: 50 p 200 

Legionario: 50 p 200 

The regulation of depth of these arms then was differentiated in the following way: 

35 meters the EMC of the Pigafetta and the Malocello; 

3 meters the EMC of Da Noli and the Zeno; 

50 meters the p 200 of the Mitragliere and the Legionario 

from the 1“ to the 21°; 

45 meters the said p 200 from the 22™ to the 35"; 

30 meters the said p 200 from the 36" to the 50"; 

15 meters all the EMF (magnetic). 

In such a way, with the configuration which appears from diagram n. 21, with the arms 
opportunely distanced and scattered between the rows, the obstruction came to satisfy in the best 
possible way to the twofold anti-ship and antisubmarine purpose. 

The operation, in a zone therefore near Trapani, could are lead a lot quickly and were 
directed by the same Admiral Gasparri who embarked on the Pigafetta. 

The units exited from Trapani at 11:35 of 8 February. An hour later they were joined 
from 3 MAS that assumed the escort and they held it for all the duration of the operation although 
the agitated sea. 

The rests was begun at 13:18 at a speed of 14 knots. For the stagger of the arms, the first 
was launched from the following Pigafetta and the others with succession: 

after 9° from the Zeno (in section with Da Noli, distance between arms 120 m., interval 
17°) 

after 10° from the Malocello (in section with the Pigafetta, distance between arms 140 m., 
interval 19°) 
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after 11° from the Legionario (in section with the Mitragliere, distance between arms 180 m., 
interval 25°) 

after 18° from Da Noli 

after 24° from the Mitragliere. 

At 13:40 units they turned in time 35° to the right; the section Mitragliere - Legionario as 
soon as finished the putting down of the 50 arms each, received signal of freedom of maneuver in 
order to reach Palenno. At 14:11 four "Navigators", finished the putting down of the magnetic 
ones, they formed the row line and they directed for Trapani at the speed of 20 knots. 

3 explosions were perceived. At 16:00 the four Ct entered Trapani. 


92) OBSTRUCTION S 10 - PUTTING DOWN OF PART S 101 

Supermarina had already begun to study a new chain of obstructions to spread to the 
South of 6 AN and 6 AN bis, in relation to a new eventuality: to abandon, at least partially, the 
usual routes in the corridor between the obstructions from the S 11 to the S 62 and those from S 
91 to S 910: routes that were by now perfectly known to the enemy which put down mines in the 
free passages from we forcing us to an onerous job of dredging and continuously attacked with 
the airplane while our ship can not resort, without intolerable risks for the narrowness and the 
insidious of the waters, to those good means of defense that are the diversion and the thinning (or 
scattering) of the units. Therefore a new distance was studied, that it gave good results as long as 
the enemy did not succeed to characterize it and to attack it further that with airplane, also with 
ships located at Malta. Such distance passed between the Sicilian coast and the Egadi, continued 
for a sure feature towards Pantelleria, then folded towards Cape Kelibia bordered from the 
southern side the mined fields and finally hugged the peninsula of Cape Bon ended up in the Gulf 
of Tunisi, continuing on coastal routes until Biserta. 

In order to realize a good protection, both anti-ship and antisubmarine; against ships 
coming from Malta, Supermarina arranged the preparation of five lines of obstructions (that they 
would have had to constitute the obstruction S 10 composed of 
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lines S 101 -102 -103 -104 -105). On the chart n. 12 appear only the 101, the only one that could 
be put down; the other four, to about the parallels and of the same length, would have had are put 
down you towards SW until the about to the 11° meridian. 

The first instructions for S 101 were given from Supermarina to Messina on 12 February; 
the rests was carried out on the 27". It was a relatively prompt preparation, for how much it 
regarded the influx of the arms to Trapani and the preparation of them in the depot, compatibly 
with the inevitable hitches and consequent modifications (the first plan previewed EMF, 
magnetic, and p 200 mines; these last ones had to be 100 and put down by two "Soldato" type 
DDs, 50 each, subsequently; then they were reduced to 50 with a single DD). 

They executed puts down it the DDs Pigafetta, Zeno, Da Noli and Malocello with 86 
EMF mines each and the Alpino with 50 p 200. The commander C. V. Del Minio directed the 
operation from the Pigafetta. 

The five Ct exited from Trapani at 01:45 of 27 February and at 03:17 they assumed the 
speed of 22 knots directing towards Pantelleria. At dawn the arrival of 4 MAS for escort and soon 
after two German combat airplane and three fighters. 

It rests was begun at 06:49 with the intervals previewed for the stagger of the arms; the 
configuration of the obstruction was a very simple one, like appears from diagram n. 22. 

At 07:29 the Alpino launch its last P 200 and began zigzagging maintaining itself in 
proximity of the formation. 

At 07:59 the Pigafetta, and subsequently Malocello, Zeno and Da Noli launch the last 
EME. From a half hour before the rests to a half hour after were perceived twelve explosions. 

The units were maneuvering in order to resume the line of row and the route of return, 
when one of the escort aircraft signaled a submarine in the vicinities. The MAS were send to give 
hunt, and at 08:20 they resumed the escort positions. The DDs proceeded at 22 knots towards 
Pantelleria, when at 09:34, two miles west of Cape Sideri, was sighted from the Pigafetta a water 
mass that were raised, and a wake; the units turned urgency on the left, and after two minutes they 
returned to the route. During this last phase of the maneuver, Da Noli had damage to the rudder 
and it collided with the Zeno. In spite of the gash to the bow of the Da Noli and to the side of the 
Zeno, the buoyancy 
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of the two DDs were not compromised; Pigafetta, Malocello and Alpino turned around to the two 
damaged ships just until was verified their conditions; some men who had fallen into the sea were 
retrieved and the three serious wounded were embarked on a MAS that directed at once for 
Pantelleria. 

Assessed that the two damaged DD could proceed at 12 knots, the march was resumption 
with Da Noli and Zeno online of row, Pigafetta and Malocello on the two sides. The Alpino, than 
in day had to be found to Palermo, was left free. 

At 18:15 four "Navigators" reached Trapani. 

The other four planned obstructions of S 10 were not more rested, as we have already 
said. The situation in Tunisia got worse and of equal step got worse the situation of our light 
units. The unserviceable of the Da Noli and Zeno was the most serious blow especially for the 
war of the mines, because they had the railways fixed for the German mines. Supermarina did not 
abandon at once the hopes to put down S 102 at least; it decided for the preparations; but 
difficulties on difficulty continued to be put forward. On 1 March, during a bombardment of 
Palermo, the DD Geniere was sunk. On 13 March the Pigafetta summits to leave for Taranto 
because those so-called small work that each between every mission and the other succeeded to 
make Palermo were not enough to maintain that indispensable minimum of efficiency in order to 
fulfill to the tasks of the transports in Tunisia. 

Towards the middle of March the centers of departure of the important transports were 
moved to Naples, Pozzuoli, Gaeta; therefore other DDs were embezzled to Sicily. 

On 17 March the Comando Supremo (message n. 30908) admonished the General Staffs 
of the three Armed Forces that; 

"The necessity of feeding to the maximum the battle in Tunisia imposes to resort to 
exceptional measures... 

"Keep in mind who the effective arrival of ammunitions and fuels can decide the fates of 
the battle ". 

And on 22 March it was confirmed (message n. 30982): 

"It is necessary to intensify to the maximum the ammunition transports and fuels, with 
every means, including the submarines" 

All aircraft, until new order, transport exclusively ammunitions. 
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"To put at the disposition of the German side all the DDs that is possible to assign to 
transport troops. 
"To keep in mind who in this moment the requirements of the battle must have the 
preference on the technical requirements and of emergency of the transports "'. 
AMBROSIO 


Two days later, 24 March, sank for hitting a mine, 28 miles to North of Cape Don, the 
Malocello and the Ascari, one coming from Gaeta and other from Palermo with troop aboard (see 
Chapter XXVIJ). 

He was obvious, by now, than it was not more time than to think next to obstructions 
offensives between Tunisia and Sicily. The abandonment of Africa was begun to delineate 
inevitable and with this the necessity to face disembarks of enemy troops in great masses. 

The war of mines must elsewhere therefore have a very immense theatre, and that will be 
subject of the following chapter. 
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER XXIII 

THE OBSTRUCTIONS RESTED FROM SUBMARINES 

Although outside of the chronological order we must, before closing the history of the 
offensives obstructions, to say something of those rested from our submarines. It will not be that a 
mention, more than other to statistical scope, because the work of the submarine minelayers finds 
more appropriate place in volume XII (The submarines in the Mediterranean) to which we send 
you for the particulars of each mission. 


Smg Micca (C. F. Meneghini) 

In the night of the 12 June 1940, to completion of a chain of ambushes around to 
Alexandria, put down a obstruction of 40 mines, approximately 25 miles to the NW of that 
beacon, with guideline about parallel to the coast. 

It returned regularly to base. 


Smg Zoea (C. C. Bernabo) 

Left from Taranto the evening of the 29 June 1940 in order to put a down obstruction 
approximately 100 miles west of Alexandria. Arrived in zone on 4 July began putting down but 
after emitted the first six arms, very close perceived two explosions. Let out another two arms 
that were already ready and therefore not kept aboard without danger, interrupted the operation 
and returned to base. 


Smeg Micca (C. F. Ginocchio) 

The night of 12 August 1940 put down a obstruction of 40 mines 23 miles to the NW of 
Alexandria. 

It returned regularly to base. 


Smg Atropo (C. C Manca) 

Would have had to put down a obstruction to South of the island of Zante sub-divided the 
mines into five groups. It began the operation the night of 29 October 1940 but after the sixteenth 
arm it was forced to suspend the operation because of the premature explosion of two arms. It 
returned to base. 
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Smg Bragadino (C. C. Vannutelli) 
On 30 October 1940 put down 24 mines in front of Navarrino. It returned regularly to 
base. 


Smg Zoea (C.C. Bernabo) 

On 14 October 1940 put down 20 mines 10 miles to WSW of Haifa. It returned regularly 
to base. 

Of the Smg Foca (C. c. Giliberto), left from Taranto 8 October 1940 in order to put down 
an obstruction at Haifa, more news was had. 
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CHAPTER XXIV 


THE LAST MINES 
(MARCH SEPTEMBER 1943) 
THE ANTI-INVASION OBSTRUCTIONS 


93 - The situation after the putting down of S 101 


94 - The appreciation of the situation in the diary of the Supermaria 


95 - Memoranda of Supermarina to the Comando Supremo 
96 - Units used after laying - Statistical data 
97 - Execution of laying of anti-invasion obstructions 
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93) THE SITUATION AFTER THE PUTTING DOWN OF S 101 


On 17 March - little more than two weeks after putting down of S 101 - the British 8" 
Army attacked on the Mareth the Italian 1“' Army and had beginning that offensive that 
definitively lead the forces of the Axis, after the battles of El Hamma, of the Chotts, of 
Enfidaville, after to have cleared Sfax, Kairouan and Susa, to the abandonment of Tunisia and the 
cessation of the hostilities on that front (13 May 1943). 

The subject of the present chapter draws it origin from the beginning of this period, in as 
much that, delineated the eventuality of clearing out from Tunisia, it could not it are to you doubt 
on the purpose of the enemy to carry the war on the territories of the Powers of the Axis or by 
occupying them. 

At the end of March 1943 was since begun therefore to speak about "anti-invasion" 
obstructions, since in the conditions of wearing down in which our naval and aerial forces were 
reduced the employment of the mines in defensive obstructions had to be considered of 
understood them importance to the ends to prevent, to hinder, to contrast enemy invasion. 

From that the problem derived logically of where the enemy would have begun invasion 
to it: problem of exceptional importance and exceptional gravity, in how much the hypotheses 
and the probabilities occupied the vast area: Corsica, Sardinia, Sicily, Calabria-Ionic coast, 
Salentina peninsula, Morea, Aegean: all these localities were considered possible and probable, 
and with alternating of hypothesis and uncertainties that it had practically ended with the 
armistice. 

In the gravity of the problem the available a evidently had great quantitative weight of 
mines; and the situation would have been truly tragic without the competition of the German 
Navy that, 
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as we will see, it was widest, even if not proportion - what that was very difficult to realize - to 
the vastness of the hypothesis area that we have described. 

So that in March 1943 it had beginning an activity of placing of defensive obstructions 
the that continued uninterruptedly until 4 September 1943. 

There were put down 140 obstructions anti-invasion with a total of approximately 14,000 
mines, in the following fields: 

- Corsica: gulfs of Aiaccio and Sagone on the western coast (all the eastern coast is 
practically inaccessible); 

- Sardinia: western coast, Mouths of Bonifacio and Gulf of Cagliari; 

- Sicily: Marsala, Port Empedocle, Cape Granitola, Trapani and Egadi islands; 

- Gulfs of Gaeta, Naples and Salerno; 

- Gulf of Squillace: Cape Rizzuto and Marina di Catanzaro: 

- Gulf of Taranto: Gallipoli, Crotone, Trebisacce; 

- Western Greece: passages between Corft,, Paxo and Antipaxo; Prevesa, channels of the 
Joniche islands, Navarrino; 

- Aegean: Rhodes, Lero, Stampalia, Salonicco and to North of Samotracia; 

- Upper Adriatic: between Rovigno and Fola; Channel of the Faresina. 

Participating in this activity 21 Italian units and 4 Germans beyond to some torpedo boats 
and the German III MAS Flotilla. 

They were completed approximately 140 mission-units. 

It is obvious that such activity could not to be carried out according to so called "a 
prescribed plan": the appreciation of the situation, that to Supermarina came made nearly every 
day based on the recognitions and air photographs, when possible, and to the news of varied 
source on the location and the movements of the enemy forces, it was ever changing how much 
and it is a lot interesting to follow of the vicissitudes in the operating diary of Supermarina that 
more ahead we bring back, in the parts that interest, from the 4 March and until September 1943: 
that with the invasion of Sicily, happened on 19 July 1943, the alternative of the hypotheses 
continued about to a few 
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as before, reported to other zones that the enemy would have chosen for his invasions happened. 
So that on 4 September, that is four days before the invasion at Salerno, still it was thought 
probable invasion in Corsica! 

As the reader will be able to state, from the hypothesis tumult no field escapes: all 
appeared, considered more or less probable; but two of them in such measure to attract our 
attention mainly: Sicily and Sardinia. 

AS appreciation of greater probability, Sicily appears prevailing; Sardinia, instead, passes 
for all the degrees, from the "more and more probable one" to "excluding", during all the period, 
in a continuous alternative that we could define quite tormented (you see as an example to dates 
11-13-17 April, 1 and 30 May, 13-17-25-27-29 June, 14-20-21 August). 

If then we consider (see tables in the following pages) the number total of mines put 
down in the two fields, we find little less that the number of the mines put down in Sardinia is 
4470, of the quadruple than that one of the mines put down in Sicily, that is 1234. It must 
however keep in mind whom to the defense of the Sicily the obstructions concurred in part also 
offensives of the Channel: for less those that was remained of parts S 4, S 5 and S 6; but the 
probability of a invasion in Sardinia must also remember how much was thought strong from the 
Germans (and in fact of 4470 mines put down a good 2933 were German). 

Of the views and the appreciations of the allied one we had necessarily to hold account; 
these and those not always coincided with the views and the appreciations of Supermarina (as of 
the rest we have seen in other occasions) but - to part consideration of all the aids that Germany 
supplied us for all and the three Armed Forces - it is of fact that a good two thirds party of those 
14,000 mines of the obstructions anti-invasion were German. 

Others two fields were considered by the Germans much more probable than as much as 
they were not by Supermarina: Western Greece and the Aegean. Such consideration then was 
valued quite from an obstinate conviction that Hitler (1), and to 


(1) In May 1943 English abandoned on the Portuguese coast a corpse after to have 
dressed it with the uniform a Major and attached to the body by means of a chain an impermeable 
briefcase. This contained adulterated documents that they dealt of plans of invasion in Sardinia 
and Greece. The German intelligence agency came some in possession and Hitler let to trick 
completely. 
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that sure must the fact that the 3986 mines put down in those two fields were all Germans. In a 
conversation with our Admiral in Western Greece, the German Admiral Comandante Superiore 
of the Aegean express the opinion that the Greek zone, independently from its weak defensive 
forces, a lot was lend for a planned action of invasion of the enemy for the fact that wide zones of 
the western coast were in hand of the bands and that in case of an attack increasing activity of 
those would have had to hold account of one. For these considerations he had exactly sped up 
reinforces of mines and artilleries. 

We would risk to falling into "sense of the moment" if we wondered if all those 3986 
mines would not have been more useful in Sicily or the Gulf of Salemo. It is right instead 
remembering that if all were German mines, in the putting down of them our units gave to a 
competition nearly total: on 27 obstructions it rested in Western Greece, 2010 were from Italian 
units, as appears from the tables in the following pages. 

However, today we know that when began the alternative of the hypotheses 
approximately the first point that the enemy would have chosen for the invasion, this had been 
already from decided by him from more than a month: Sicily. It was in fact from the convention 
of the White House - January 1943 - that the directives to the Anglo-American General Staffs 
left, which poor in argument, to the principle, only Sardinia and Sicily, but concluding very soon 
with the preference to this last one. In truth the Balkan Peninsula was considered also; but only as 
a second objective, to always catch up in one successive phase and after to have put cause outside 
Italy. 


94) THE APPRECIATIONS OF THE SITUATION IN THE DIARY OF THE SUPERMARINA 


As we had announced, we bring back from the diary of the Supermarina the more 
important appreciations of the situation from 11 March to the 4 September 1943, and other 
important documents related to the forecast of an enemy invasion. 

11 March - "From Gibraltar they are signaled great preparations of various kind that 
could leave to presume the new beginning of an important operational cycle in the Mediterranean. 
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12 March - "They are signaled to preparation and concentration of means at Gibraltar and 
Oran for a future action against Italy”. 


25 March - "News... [a great convoy in the Mediterranean] confirms further that the 
enemy will begin very soon a new operational cycle" 


I April - "the enemy aerial offensive...... is thought goes framed in the operations plan for 
the next operation in the Western Mediterranean and for the future plans of attack to the 
Sardinian-Sicilian bastion". 


3 April - "the systematic practices of the units of Gibraltar make part of the preparations 
for the previewed next enemy operation in the Western Mediterranean ". 


1] April - "Supermarina in forecast of a presumable attack to the western coasts of 
Sardinia, it predisposes ambushes of 4 submarines .....". 


13 April - "The ulterior continuous arrival of convoys and means of invasion ..... confirm 
that the enemy is by now completing the preparation for the attack to our greater islands and most 
probably to Sicily". 


17 April - "Aerial attack on La Spezia (....) do surely note preparations of attack for on 


" 


our greater islands....". 


I May - "the numerous arrivals in the Mediterranean of invasion means of varied type.... 
leave to presume.... the previewed attack against one of our greater islands". 


& May -"Would be very imminent enemy offensive operations against the French 


" 


southern coasts and the Tyrrhenian islands....". 


9 May - "Intense recrudescence of the activity of enemy submarines and the aerial 
recognition in all along the Aegean and the southern coasts of Greece. Such activity would concur 
to confirm operations plan presumable a enemy-the in the theater of the Levant of the 
Mediterranean”. 

"According to information of Germanic source the enemy would plan operations of 
invasion at Brece expiration in Greece (Cape 
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Papas and Gulf of Kalamata) and another operation in the Western Mediterranean 
"The two operations would come covered respective from two feints enterprises against 
the Dodecanese and Sicily". 


19 May - "Extended enemy aerial recognitions on our bases carried out in these days can 
be indication.... of preparation for imminent operations”. 


25 May - "the intense bombing that are followed in these days in Sicily can confirm the 
hypothesis that the island is the main objective of the next enemy attack" 

In case instead was noticed a strong naval means movement from the Western 
Mediterranean to that Center-East would become the attack to the Greek field more probable and 
the bombing of Sicily would have then the goal to neutralize the offensive possibilities... ". 


30 May - "In the last days it has been observed the transfer of a remarkable group of 
means from Biserta to Susa.... That increases the probability of an attack on Pantelleria and on 
Sicily regarding those for Sardinia, Particularly it is from considering the deployment of means to 
Susa, than of sure it cannot have for objective Sardinia ". 


4 June - "The movement of means of invasion journeying in the Channel of Sicily from 
west to east could make to presume that Algeria and Tripoli constitute the rear bases of 
preparation of the forces of invasion for an attack on Sicily". 


13 June - "The occupation of Pantelleria and Lampedusa.... also represents an ulterior 
index to favor of the hypothesis of a next attack on Sicily rather than to Sardinia". 

14 June - "It seems that the enemy has occupied Pantelleria in order to use it above all as 
base of fighter aircrafts for the actions on the Western Sicily; that could constitute one ulterior 
confirmation of the enemy sights on Sicily ". 


17 June - "The enemy aerial and underwater offense in these last days.... further seems to 
weaken the hypothesis of an attack on Sardinia". 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


25 June - "No new enemy movement..... The opposing alignment is such that the attack 
could be turned is against Sardinia or against Sicily ". 


27 June - "The sensitive flow of forces to the East of Cape Bon.... by now renders the 
hypothesis little probable that Sardinia is the main objective. To the state it puts into effect them 
this seems to have itself to consider exclusively Sicily 

"Some elements.... make to re-enter between the possible hypotheses also that one of a 
directed attack to the field of Morea, eventually combined to that one against the Sicily". 


28 June - To the state they put into effect is not still possible to establish which it will be 
the direction of the main effort of the enemy; however it can be observed that: 

"a) an attack against Greece or the Aegean still cannot be tried because the alignment of 
the land forces and the airplane-naval forces of protection and support still does not have of 
sufficient consistency. 

"b) Instead the alignment forces against the Sicily can by now be considered as sufficient. 
The operation can therefore be begun; but the lack of any aerial preparation and the absence of 
adapted naval forces make to exclude that it is imminent. 

"c) The means that could be thought line up you for an attack to the Sardinia are moved 
towards the Levant; but it is probable that their place is taken from other means unexpectedly 
from the West". 


29 June - "On the destination of the two BB and the CV departed yesterday evening from 
Gibraltar the following hypotheses can be formulated: 

1“ the three ships are located in a port of the Africa North... from where they can leave 
unnoticed in order to support operations of disembarkation in Sardinia; 

2™ the three ships are destined to support.... an operation of invasion in Sicily.....". 
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They are signaled, because they could constitute indications of next, but not imminent, 
beginning of a operational cycle in the Aegean, the following elements... 


6 July - "It is always valid the appreciation... that given to the enemy alignment an 
operation of attack on Sicily it can be tried anytime ". 


& July - "Approximately sights of enemy units... the Licata zone - Gela will be one of 
those chosen by the enemy for a invasion attempt”. 


23 July -(a invasion in Sicily already happened): "whichever element Lacks in order to 
appreciate in which field could be developed a new enemy attack" 


29 July - "It is possible that the enemy carries out already previewed attempt of invasion 
in Calahria.... It is probable that for easy reasons to guess the main effort is developed on the 
Tonic slope". 


14 August - "From the examination of the situation it is appraised that prepared for a new 
the important operation of invasion proceeds briskly and is probably already to an advanced point 
for which the new operation could be developed in relatively next age. The center of gravity of 
the operation, for how much is known, was Biserta.... How much above does not allow to make 
some concrete forecast circa the direction in which the enemy attack it could be developed, 
because the aforesaid preparatory deployments would be indicated are for an attack to Calahria, 
both to the Salentina Peninsula, and to the Ionic coasts of Greece and also for an attack on 
Sardinia ". 


18 August - "Based on the following elements.... all that strengthens the probability that 
the enemy attack developments towards Sardinia - Corsica or towards the area Puglie - Corfu - 
Joniche islands". 


20 August - "it is observed that the 63 percent of the conventional units are found at 
Biserta. Such strong concentration can represent: 
a) the preliminary phase for an attack to Sardinia and Corsica; 
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b) the preparatory phase for an attack towards others objects for which Biserta would 
instead constitute only the base of collection, reorder and preparation of means to irradiate 
subsequently towards the lines of departure; 

c) a phase of reorder and preparation of means in a position centered between several the 
possible objectives in case the enemy still does not have pre-chosen (as it is currently possible) 
definitive line of action. 

"In the first case an attack to the Sardinia and Corsica would have to be considered 
enough next, and perhaps imminent given also the favorable lunar phase. 

"In the other two cases, and especially in the second, the operation could be enough next, 
but sure not imminent. 

"However, in case the objective was not the Sardinia-Corsica, would have time in order 
to find of other premonitory signs through the transfers in the lines of departure. However, until 
that not manifest, must be operationally attended an attack to the aforesaid islands ". 


21 August - (found a strong alignment of enemy submarines in the Liguria Gulf): 

"Such fact, put in relation with the attacks that the Smg they have carried out against the 
vigilance units can constitute an index of a next important beginning operations against Sardinia 
and Corsica, or the Tyrrhenian coasts, or also of the two actions combined". 


24 August - "the insistence and the violence with which the enemy reiterates his attacks in 
the southern Campana zone can make to acquire greater probability to the hypothesis that this is 
the objective". 


28 August - "It nearly turns out sure that great part of means departed from Biserta after 
the 27 current have been moved to Augusta.... Such transfer.... demonstrates that the Anglos- 
American mean to execute an action arranged against Southern Italy both from the Levant and 
from the west. In case but the outflow in issue continued in remarkable measure, the attack would 
be given 
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to await only in the Jonio, and just against the Salentina Peninsula and the Greek- 
Albanian area". 

3 September - "the total lack of sights from airplane and the sparsely of other news do not 
allow to characterize which could be the point of Southern Italy on which the enemy will exercise 
the main effort. All the forces of the Center-Eastern Mediterranean could come in short to 
gravitate into the Tyrrhenian. It is possible also that the action in course.... constitutes a diversion, 
or better, a preliminary phase in order to attract to the South our naval forces in order to cut them 
outside with one successive greater action more to the North". 


4 September -[interpretation of photographs on Siracusa and some ports of the North 
Africa]: 

".... 1t could give to confirmation to notes information according to which the enemy are 
about to disembark in Corsica, that, given the force of which arranges, it could happen at the 
same time to other operations in course". 


95) MEMORANDUM TO COMANDO SUPREMO 

But to complete the picture of the situation it is very interesting to bring back also four 
memoranda that Supermarina sent to the Comando Supremo and that they effectively integrate 
the succession of the appreciations above transcribed. The dates of these memoranda go present 
given: 11 May, 4 June, 24 June and 2 August. They occupy therefore nearly the totality of the 
period of which we are interesting. 

We have put in italics the parts that have more strait reference to the anti-invasion 
obstructions. 


11 MAY 1943 

(n. 14555 - defensive Organization of the Sicily and Pantelleria) 

"The putting down of the anti-invasion obstructions, than it has up to now not been able 
to happen being all the means of transport employed for Tunisia, still is delayed for having to 
supply to measures of safety for the transports through the Strait of Messina". 
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4 JUNE 1943 

(Appreciation of the situation) 

"The putting down of the defensives obstructions proceeds along the Sardinian and 
Sicilian coasts with the rhythm allowed from the few mine laying means that remain to us. 

“The ally helps as he can". 


24 JUNE 1943 

(Appreciation of the situation) 

"Many symptoms make to think that the enemy has completed his preparations and are in 
order to begin a new operational cycle. On the probable objectives and modality can be made the 
following appreciation: 

"It must be thought that the enemy will operate in zones where can have use of the 
maximum aerial support. 

"Under this point of view.... are thought particularly exposed South Eastern Sicily (from 
Siracusa to Gela), South Western Sicily (from Gela to Trapani) and, in smaller measure, the 
southern Sardinia (Gulf of Cagliari)..... 

"But the alignment of means of disembarkation of the enemy still has its center of gravity 
much to the west. 

"Also holding account of the movements that can be are executed at the last moment, it 
must be thought that there are equal probabilities that the enemy offense is directed against 
Sardinia or Sicily..... 

"Concluding, the reinforcement of the English Fleet of the Mediterranean is evidently an 
index that the enemy preparation is practically complete, but does not supply any new element to 
pre specify further towards which zone the enemy effort will be directed". 


2 AUGUST 1943 
(n. 35 - Efficiency of the coastal defense for the part regarding the Navy) 
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oe They have been extended vast obstructions of mines, especially along the coasts of 
the Sardinia with the collaboration of the ally Navy which has supplied in great part the arms. 

"Other obstructions are in course of execution on the coast of the Peninsula from Gaeta 
to Salerno, in the Gulf of Squillace, in the Gulf of Taranto. 

"The effectiveness of this protection is not negligible; but because it became absolutely 
prohibitive for the enemy it would be necessary an abundance of arms and of ships for the putting 
down much superior to that we have. 

"Of other part the zones of mineability in the Italian seas are limited. 

"Moreover held present that if the obstructions of mines are not actively watched with 
airplane and light ships, the enemy has always timely open the way in the zones that interest him, 
as has happened in Sicily". 


The documentation that we have brought back brings to light the picture of the situation 
and all the factors well that have rendered the performance of this immense long and laborious 
defensive operation: urgent requirements of other operations, especially for the defense of the 
traffic; uncertainty continues circa the first point that the enemy would have chosen for the 
disembarkation; lack of arms, in relation to the vastness of the operating field; especially this last 
one. It was not more possible to employ cruisers, that in the previous years they had given 
remarkable contribution especially in Libya and the Channel of Sicily. Among the naval 
destroyer, those that had given better rendering as minelayers had been the "Navigatori"; but 
unfortunately of the twelve, how many they were to the principle of the war, did not remain but 
five. The only the Vivaldi was employed. Remarkable losses had been had also among the DDs of 
the other types. 

In the cares then of the lack of arms it must notice as the negative factor was not only 
represented from the absolute comparison among the odd lot total and the requirements that 
would have been desirable to satisfy; beyond to that, the problem to satisfy the deficiency in this 
or that depot was introduced several times mines in relation to the number of arms for 
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obstructions that had been decided to rest in waters of the same jurisdiction. Therefore, as an 
example, when to the beginning of the period of which we are dealing was decided for Corsica 
putting down of 480 mines, the nearest base of the Maddalena was not in a position to supplying 
that quantitative of arms; that one of La Spezia did not have any to enough in order to complete it, 
and it had to be resorted also to Cagliari, but not only to be made to even come 10 mines from 
Taranto. 

We notice finally as in the memoranda of Supermarina to Comando Supremo that we 
have transcribed, the Greece and Aegean areas does not come ever specifically indicated; that it 
confirms the idea that we have already manifested in paragraph 93, than those fields they were 
reason of worry much more to Berlin that not to Rome. 

Therefore the Adriatic is also not cited, while between the obstructions that here nearby 
we list of they figure two rested in June and August, respective along the coast between Rovigno 
and Pola and in the Channel of the Faresina (Quarnaro). The decision to put down was taken 
undoubtedly in consideration of possible surprise attacks from part of bands, organizes in 
occasion of eventual Anglos-American invasion in Greece. 


96) UNITS USED AFTER REST - STATISTICAL DATA 


The units that participated in the putting down of the anti-invasion obstructions of the 
1943 were altogether 25, that is 21 Italians and 4 Germans, beyond to a unknown number of 
German torpedo boats which but they only concurred to rest of the obstructions in front of Port 
Empedocle, and the German III MAS Flotilla that executed the rests of the obstructions of Susa 
and Biserta (you see tables in the following pages). 

The so-called units of the Fleet were four: the DD Legionario executed one single 
mission in the Gulf of Naples; the CL Cadorna and Scipione Africano were only employed for 4 
obstructions in the Gulfs of Squillace and Taranto, between the 4 and 17 August, always together. 
The much most active one was Vivaldi (C. V. Camicia) that it operated nearly always with the 
Germans Brandenburg and Pommern: a squadron "sui generis" that but it executed all the 
missions shiningly in spite of nearly was always attacked from bombers and torpedo bombers; 
much satisfactory one was 
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the behavior of the two German commanders for discipline, skill, camaraderie. 

Two were the mercantile ships of line: the Mn Morosini (C. C. Fumiani) and Barletta (C. 
C. Corrao). They have to their assets the greater number of completed missions and of 
obstructions rested, among which 21 of the 27 in waters of Western Greece and forms, as we 
have already said to you, all with German mines. Much praiseworthy was the work of the two 
commanders. 

Various was the activity of the true and proper minelayers and those auxiliary ones. 
Vallelunga (C. C. Di Serio) and Vieste (T.V. Rubino} were those that completed the greater 
number of missions. 

The two statistical data returns from table n. 4. (pag. 420). We reassume now all the 
statistical data in the following prospects: 

a) Relative elements to the anti-invasion obstructions (zone or field, dates of the 
missions, unit participants, number of obstructions, number of the mines (German - Italian - 
total). 

b) Table summary of number of mines (Italian - German - the total) put down in the 
various fields. 

c) Table of the mines put down for every month and each mission in the various fields. 

d) Number of the missions executed and the mines put down from each unit and in which 
fields. 


97) EXECUTION OF OBSTRUCTIONS PLACED 
Corsica (see map n. 21) 


Corsica was the single field in which, in this period of which we are dealing, the problem 
of putting down of defensive obstructions was placed for the first time. It was also the field in 
which they were put down the first obstructions, on par those rested to the North of Rhodes from 
7 to 10 March. That as a result of the speed with which Admiral Matteucci, after to have assumed 
the burden with Marine Military Commander of the island, with headquarters at Bastia, advanced 
proposal circa a underwater defense in consideration of the probability of invasion. 
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Cartina N. 21 
SBARRAMENTI ANTISBARCO IN CORSICA 


420 


PROSPETTO GENERALE DEGLI SBARRAMENTI ANTISBARCO 


Settore 


CORSICA 
Golfo di Sagone 
» 
» 


» 
Golfo di Aiaccio 
» 


SARDEGNA 
G. Palmas - S. Pietro 
S. Antioco . . 


Alghero. 
» 
Oristano (Nord). 


» 
Oristano (Sud) . 
» 


Golfo di Cagliari . 


» 
Golfo dell’Asinara . 


Bocche di Bonifacio. 


SICILIA 
Porto Empedocle . 
» 
» 
» 
Marsala. 
» 


» 
C. Granitola. 


» 
Trapani e Isole Egadi. 


» 
» 
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POSATI DAL 7 MARZO AL 4 SETTEMBRE 1943 


Data 


21 marzo 
22 marzo 
23 marzo 

6 aprile 

3 settembre 
4 settembre 


22 aprile 


18 maggio 
7 giugno 
12 giugno 


27 giugno 
23 maggio 
3 luglio 
3 luglio 
19 luglio 
13 giugno 
3 luglio 


3 giugno 
11 luglio 
20 luglio 


26 agosto 


16 
17 
23 
25 


maggio 
maggio 
maggio 
maggio 
16 giugno 
22 giugno 
24 giugno 
2 luglio 
9 luglio 
12 luglio 
16 luglio 
18 luglio 


Unit a 


Pelagosa 
» 
» 


» 
Buffoluto - Gasperi 
Gasperi 


Vivaldi - Brandenburg 
Pommern 
Durazzo - Volturno 


» » 
Vivaldi - Brandenburg 
Pommern 
» » 
Vieste - Buffoluto 
Buccari - Durazzo 
» » 

» » 


» » 
Vivaldi - Brandenburg 
Pommerm 


» 
» 
Brandenburg - Pommern 

Mazara 
Brandenburg - Pommern 


Motosiluranti tedesche 
» 
» 
» 
Vieste 
Vieste - G 58 
Vieste - G 56 - G 58 
Vieste- G 53 - G 58 
Vallelunga - G 53-G 58 
G 53 - G 56 
» 
D» 
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menti del 1940) 
magnetiche 

con 312 antidrage=s 
magnetiche 
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Numero mine 


Tta- 
liane 


Tede- 
sche 


Tot. 


























GOLFO DI GAETA agosto Vivaldi - Brandenburg 360 | 360] Cartina n, 24 
Pommern UMB con 109 strap- 
agosto » panti e 6 esplosive 
350 | 350] con 141 strappanti 
710 
GOLFO DI NAPOLI aprile Legionario 
luglio Vieste - Vallelunga 
luglio » » 
luglio » » 
agosto Vallelunga 
agosto » 
agosto » 
29 agosto » 
GOLFO DISALERNO| 7 agosto Brandenburg - Pommern 390| Cartina n. 25 
da 300 Kg, 
4 settembre Vivaldi 96)da 40 Kg. 
486 
GOLFO Cartina n. 28 
DI SQUILLACE 
Capo Rizzuto. . . .| 4 agosto Cadorna - Scipione Afr. 168 


Marina di Catanzaro . 


11 agosto 





GOLFO 

DI TARANTO 
Gallipoli. . . .. 

» 

» 
Crotone (Sud) . 
Crotone (Nord). . 
Trebisacce (Nord). 
Trebisacce (Sud) 


10 agosto 
11 agosto 
16 agosto 
8 agosto 
14 agosto 
6 agosto 
17 agosto 


» 
» 
» 
Cadorna - Scipione Afr. 
Barletta - Morosini 
Cadorna - Scipione Afr. 





168 





336 





9 |336 | 919 


Cartine n. 27 e 28 


168 

200 

151 | dicui45 magnetiche 
200}da 40 Kg. 

168 


200|da 40 Kg. 
168 


1255 





GRECIA 


OCCIDENTALE 


Prevesa. . . . 

» ‘ 

» 
Baia di Kalamata. 
Caps Dukato. 

» 


» 


1 maggio 
2 maggio 
14 giugno 
20 maggio 
22 maggio 
23 maggio 
30 maggio 


Barletta 
Morosini 


» 
Drake - Bulgaria 
Barletta - Morosini 
» » 

Morosini 








Cartina n. 29 


300 Kg. 
» 
110 » 
286 » 
162 » 
162 » 
89|/da 40 Kg. 


176| da 
110 
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Segue SPECCHIO N. 4 


Numero mine 

















|\—— Note 
Ita- |Tede- 
liane| sche 
segue Grecia 
Occidentale 
Cefalonia - Zante . .| 3 giugno Barletta - Morosini da 300 Kg. 
» 4 giugno » » da 30 Kg. 
con 53 antidrage=® 
Cefalonia. . . . .| 13 lugio Drake - Bulgaria da 300 Kg. 
Navarino. . . . .| 8 giugno Barletta - Morosini da 40 Kg. 
» 9 giugno » » » 
Zante - Morea . . .| 18 giugno Drake - Bulgaria magnetiche 
» 28 giugno » » magnetiche 
Corfi - Paxo . . 20 giugno Vieste - Buffoluto da 300 Kg. 
Morosini - Barletta 
Antipaxo . . . . .| 26 giugno Barletta - Merosini » 
Morea - Isola Oxia .| 14 luglio Drake -Bulgaria- Barletta da 30 Kg, 
EGEO : 
Rodi. . + . . «| 7 marzo Sella 1 
8 marzo » 1 
10 marzo » 1 
1 luglio Bulgaria 1 da 300 Kg. 
Lero,. . . . . . «| 29 giugno » 2 » 
Stampalia. . . . .| 30 giugno » 2 » 
Salonicco . . - ~| 29 agosto Drake - Bulgaria 3 da 40 Kg. 
» 2 settembre 8 da 300 Kg. 
eon 8] antidragens 
Nord di Samotracia .| 31 agosto 4 da 40 Kg. 
i aprile | ITI Flottiglia MAStedesca con 38 
aprile » id ti 
2 maggio % antidraganti 
14425 aprile » di cui 10 da 300 Es 
con 4] antidragex= 
6 maggio » mine francesi 


ALTO ADRIATICO 
Rovigno - Pola. . .| 25 giugno Fasana 
Canale Faresina . .| 10 agosto Laurana 
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PROSPETTO RIASSUNTIVO DELLE MINE POSATE NEI VARI SETTORI 
IN FUNZIONE ANTISBARCO 


Numero Numero Numero Numero totale 
sbarra- mine mine 


menti italiane | tedesche mine 





GORSIGA 4.4 mE FES 471 


SARDEGNA. ...... f 4470 


SLGEETA: os eu ms 8% wD 1234 


GOLFO DI GAETA... . 710 


GOLFO DI NAPOLI. . . . 550 


GOLFO DI SALERNO. . . 486 





GOLFO DI SQUILLACE . . 336 
GOLFO DI TARANTO. . . 1255 
GRECIA OCCIDENTALE. . 3156 
a 900 
FUNISER.. 5 oes 6% * 186 (*) 


ALTO ADRIATICO. ... 207 


TOTALE SBARRAMENTI 
TOTALE MINE iTALIANE. 
TOTALE MINE TEDESCHE. 


TOTALE COMPLESSIVO MINE. 





(*) delle quali 50 francesi. 
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MINE POSATE MENSILMENTE E PER CIASCUNA MISSIONE 


Golfo di Alto 
Sicilia Tunisia 
di Gaeta | di Napoli |di Salerno| Squillace |di Taranto| Occident. Adriatico 
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SPECCHIO DELL’ATTIVITA’ DELLE UNITA’ POSAMINE 


Numero 
missioni 


Numero 
sbarram. 





ITALIANE 
Na Morosini 
Na Barletta. 
Ct Vivaldi . 
Pm aus. Vieste. 
Pm ausVallelunga 
Pm Durazzo 
Pm G 53. 
Pm Pelagosa . 
Inc Cadorna 
Inc Scipione Afr. 
Pm G 56. 
Pm G 58. 
Pm Buccari. 
Ct Sella . 
Pm aus Buffoluto. 
Pm aus Volturno. 
Pm aus Gasperi . 
Ct Legiongrio . 
Pm aus Mazara . 
Pm Fasana. 


Pm Laurana 


‘TEDESCHE 
Pm Brandenburg. 
Pm Pommern . 
Pm Bulgaria . 
Ct Drake 


Motosiluranti . 


III Flottiglia =| 2 | 








a 
a nN 


9 
> 
8 
6 
5 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


12 
12 
12 
12 

4 














PER SBARRAMENTI ANTISBARCO 


Settori di operazione 


Golfo di Taranto . Grecia Occidentale 
Golfo di Taranto - Grecia Occidentale 
Sardegna - Golfo di Gaeta - Golfo di Salerno 
Sardegna - Sicilia - Golfo di Napoli - Grecia Occ. 
Sicilia - Golfo di Napoli 

Sardegna 

Sicilia 

Corsica 

Golfo di Taranto - Golfo di Squillace 
Golfo di Taranto - Golfo di Squillace 
Sicilia 

Sicilia 

Sardegna 

Egeo 

Grecia Occidentale - Corsica 

Sardegna 

Sardegna 

Golfo di Napoli 

Sicilia 

Alto Adriatico 

Alto Adriatico 


Sardegna - Golfo di Gaeta - Golfo di Salerno 
Sardegna - Golfo di Gaeta - Golfo di Salerno 
Grecia Occidentale - Egeo 

Grecia Occidentale - Egeo. 

Sicilia 


Tunisia 
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Excluded all the eastern coast of the island, practically inaccessible to operations of that entity, 
and excluded also the Gulf of Malinco (to South of that one of Aiaccio) because of the sour land 
and impervious and of the lack of roads, the choice fell logically on the two gulfs of Aiaccio and 
Sagone. The first one would have allowed to come quickly in possession of a port equipped with 
wharves and docks which to support the disembarkation of reinforcements and to constitute the 
base of the expeditionary Corps; the second would have been indispensable in how much Aiaccio 
would not have been sufficient to receive in the intentional time the large convoy necessary to the 
transport of the same Corps. 

Supermarina approved of the proposals of Admiral Matteucci (but some light variants) 
and decided for the gathering of 480 mines, Bollo and Elia. Such gathering was rather laborious; 
because of the smallness of the odd lots of arms in all the depots; as we have already said those of 
La Spezia and the Maddalena were not enough, but it had even to be resorted to Cagliari and to 
Taranto. Supermarina on 5 February decided that to the operations of rests were assigns to the 
ML Pelagosa and Buccari; and since the ability to each of them was of 240 arms, the two units 
being necessary completed entirety exactly the 480. 

But in truth the things went different; it could not be decided, at the opportune moment, 
of the Buccari; between 16 March and 6 April could be only put down the mines of the Gulf of 
Sagone, while those of the Gulf of the Aiaccio were put down on 3 September from the Buffoluto. 

In total, the mines put down in Corsica were 471. 


Sardinia (see map n. 22) 


Sardinia was the area in which the destined units to the putting down of the anti-invasion 
obstructions were mainly exposed to enemy attacks. 

The 3 July the ML Buccari and Durazzo, coming from Maddalena, while they saw to put 
down of the two obstructions in waters of Alghero were attacked from numerous formations of 
aerial bombers. They did not endure however damage and they could carry out the operations of 
rests regularly. 

On 11 July the DD Vivaldi and the German ML Brandenburg and Pommern, assigned to 
the rest of three obstructions in the Gulf of Cagliari, endured three attacks of torpedo bombers: a 
little before 
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CaRTINA N. 22 
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of the dawn in navigation of outward journey, the others two in the afternoon during navigation 
of return to Maddalena. 

At 01:20 hours the Vivaldi was informed from the intercept service that an enemy 
reconnaissance aircraft had marked the discovery of three DD; at 01:50 from the same service it 
learned that torpedo bombers were in departure in order to attack them. The group proceeded in 
triangle formation, Vivaldi in head, Brandenburg to right, Pommern on the left. 

Excerpt from the report of the Vivaldi (C. V. Camicia): 

" 03:25 Hours: after the ignition of the beacon of the island of Cavoli, while the 
formation is already on the safe routes, noise of relatively near airplane is felt and soon after 
several Bengal are launched in our environs 

"03:42 Hours: noise is heard on the left and an airplane is caught a glimpse very low on 
water coming from the South the airplane directs on our formation that is outlined on the 
luminous background of Bengal. The airplane uncouples a torpedo and comes at once lost of 
sight. I make to turn the formation with signal urgency 100 degrees to the left 

"04:01 Hours: reorganized the formation, resumes the route towards Cagliari 

"14:03 Hours: (position approximately 10 miles to the east of Cape Bellavista): are 
sighted on low on the sea several twin-engine aerial planes that coming from the East directed 
towards our formation. Give the alarm, beginning fire action and launch the prescribed signal of 
discovery 

"As soon as noticed the falls of the torpedoes, gave order to turn of urgency on the left. 
The airplane are divided into three groups: with two airplane for each of the three units, while 
others two groups try to go around the stern of the formation. 

"The units after first turning of entirety maneuver timely and independently. The 
airplane, after the uncoupling of the torpedo, fly over the ships strafing the decks and causing 
dead, wounded and holes to the hull 

"From the Vivaldi noted the four uncoupling of torpedo have seen at two airplane to 
themselves inflame, to bounce and to fall into the sea, let alone another two go away with flames 
aboard. 
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"14:11 Hours: the aircraft go away towards the SSE and are lost of sight. Not recovery 
the crews of the downed aircraft because I have the conviction that can be imminent another 
attack and because I fear that in the zone they can it are also submarines". 

3 dead and 1 serious wounded on the Vivaldi; 1 dead and 10 serious wounded on the 
Brandenburg; 1 dead and 1 serious wounded on the Pommern. 

"15:25 Hours (position approximately 18 miles to the North of that one of the previous 
attack): coming from the SE seven or eight apparatuses are sighted low on the sea that direct then 
for North and on the formation. Give the alarm, beginning the fire with the guns and I make to 
turn the formation 60 degrees on the left. Launch new signal of discovery and asks the 
participation for the fighters. 

"The airplane, framed from very intense fire volume of the three units enough well, they 
are divided in two groups and then they act separately in single actions. The units, after first 
turning, maneuver timely and independently. 

"15:32 Hours: I see three airplane to go away towards the SSE; two of them seem hit. 

"15:55 Hours: they reach on the sky of formation two "Macchi" and subsequently a 
third." 

In this third attack completely lacked to the enemy the advantage the surprise; moreover 
the airplane reached the formation coming from the stern area were with one route little tilted 
respective to that one of the ships. Of seven or eight apparatuses only five attacked, single and at 
intervals; that allowed a more violent reaction from part of our units. These however were strafed 
from some airplane and on the Brandenburg was killed the commander. 

Same the three units executed entirety the put down of the five obstructions in the Gulf of 
Gaeta: 
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16 August: the three obstructions between Cape Circeo and Gaeta; 

21 August: the two obstructions to SE of Gaeta (see Map n. 24). 

During the putting down of 16 August the units were attacked by torpedo bombers 
reported from the relation of the Vivaldi (C. V. Camicia): 

" 06:38 Hours — are sighted two national fighters in our sky. 

"07:56 Hours - Begins the putting down of the obstruction n. 4 AN from part of the 
minelayer. The Vivaldi keeps parallel to the formation approximately 800 meters more to the 
South route for the east. The two fighter aircrafts are seen outside. 

"08:03 Hours - they are sighted to approximately 10,000 meters on bearing of 140° nine 
aircraft, of dark color, low on the sea, that they reach the formation with light convergent route. 
Their fuselage is similar that one of our S 79; some have a kind of white strip on the fuselage. 
They do not make signal of acknowledgment; their maneuver is suspects, opens fire at 
approximately 8,000 meters. The shooting turns out centered and effective; an airplane decidedly 
hit goes away for the South emitting smoke and flames, the others is skidded and they are 
subdivided, continuing then a disorganized attack. I maneuver in consequence. 

"Of the three airplane that direct towards our prow, one is decidedly hit from the 
machine-gunner, abandons the attack and go away with flames and smoke; the others two pass 
then wide of prow directing towards the minelayer. 

"Astern to the Vivaldi pass 5 airplane in three groups, directed towards the minelayer. I 
barrage with the right machine-gunner on the group more to the center and with the machine- 
gunner of left on the airplane expired and very close. It is the shooting of the artilleries that that 
one of the machine-gunner very is centered. The minelayer react with intense volume of fire and 
avoid with the launch maneuver the torpedo, without to interrupt the putting down of the mines. I 
newly open the fire with the machine-gunner against two airplane that returning from the zone of 
the minelayer pass me to the prow; one of they very is framed, turn and skids, drops a torpedo on 
route nearly parallel to ours and it goes away emitting smoke. 
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"During the attack of the torpedo bombers the escorting fighters was not visible. The 
greater danger would be thought opportune that the escort aircraft, rather than to maintain itself 
much high on the formation, were maintained to relatively low height, in as much as by now is 
constituted more from the torpedo bombers that give to the bombers". 

During this mission the Vivaldi had the task of rest of the anti-minesweeping lines, each 
with the following modalities: 

"..... Beginning with two tearing buoys, which they followed two explosive, tearing then 
four, two explosive, and subsequently tearing until the antepenultimate and to the penultimate 
that was explosive". 

The operation lost its effectiveness in how much the participation of the torpedo bombers 
cancelled the secret. Even if they could not execute photographs in order to characterize the 
obstructions, the vicinity of conspicuous points on land which Cape Circeo and Cape of S. 
Erasmo gave they possibility to find and to report with discreet approximation the positions to it 
of the same obstructions, or at least the existence of the minefield. 

The mission of 21 August was carried out regularly. The units were escorted by the 
corvettes Persefone and Ibis. 

All the other missions for it put down of anti-invasion obstructions could be completed 
without enemy offenses. We can therefore limit us to send back the reader to the table n. 4 with 
all relative elements of the obstructions in issue, and the maps from. n. 23 to n. 29 
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CarTINA N. 23 
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CarTINA N. 24 


SBARRAMENTI ANTISBARCO NEL GOLFO DI GAETA 
(16-21 Agosto) 
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CarTIna N. 25 
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CarTINA N. 26 


SBARRAMENTI ANTISBARCO IN SICILIA 
(Maggio - Luglio 1943) 









ISOLE EGADI 


(N\itevanzo 
ai ¢e 
eee 


LFavignana 


qpeeoronttola 
177 


PORTO EMPEDOCLE 


mele 
Ta 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


CaRTINA N. 27 


SBARRAMENTI ANTISBARCO NELLA ZONA DI GALLIPOLI 
(11-16 Agosto 1943) 
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\ CaRTINA N. 28 
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Cartina N. 29 
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CHAPTER XXV 


THE ENGLISH MINES IN THE MEDITERRANEAN UNTIL NOVEMBER 1942 


98 - Activity of English Navy in the employment of mines. 

99 - Directory of the obstructions rested from English ships. 

100 - First losses on English mines — Adriatic. 

101 - Libya: steamboat Celio - Torpedo boats Calipso and Cairoli. 

102 - Sicily: Tankers Ticino and Verde. Torpedo boat Chinotto. 

103 - Greece: naval destroyer Mirabello - Gunboat Matteucci - German Steamboats Marburg and 
Kybfels 

104 - Aegean: Torpedo boats Curtatone - Altair - Aldebaran 

105 - Libya: Torpedo boat Cantore 


APPENDIX - Report of C.C. Nervi on the recovery of the enemy obstruction on which was lost 
TB Chinotto . 


CHART N. 5 - Directory of the missions for putting down of obstructions completed from 
English naval ships - 1“ period June 1940 - November 1942 

CHART N. 6 - Directory of the missions for putting down of obstructions completed from 
English naval ship -2™ period (November 1942 - May 1943) 3™ period (May 6 August 
1943) 
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98) ACTIVITY OF THE ENGLISH NAVY IN THE EMPLOYMENT OF MINES 


According to how much we know from communications supplied from the British 
Admiralty after the end of the war, English Navy has employed with offensive goal along 
the coasts of Italy and of Libya, in the Channel of Sicily, waters of Western Greece and 
in the Aegean, altogether 4226 mines therefore subdivided by systems of rest: 

2002 with surface minelayers, 

1252 with submarine minelayers, 

972 with aircraft. 

We say that these last 972 were all bottom magnetic mines launched in the ports 
or their environs from airplane that nearly always reached on the place with bombers. 
During the bombing it was practically impossible to characterize the falls of the mines; 
generally they were few, every airplane being able to carry of a single one, with the 
exception of the "Wellington" that carried two. 

When, soon after to have assessed the employment of magnetic mines from part 
of the enemy, it was studied and put into effect "magnetic minesweeper", several of these 
mines were destroyed; but the damages produced from the others were anything but 
negligible. 

Of that we will deal with at the end of this chapter: now, deduct "from the total 
the number of those magnetic mines, remains a number of 3254 mines (nearly all 
collision) put down by naval ships, of which we now take care of. 

As far as the ships, we have said to only be a matter of surface minelayers and 
submarine minelayers: it is obvious that English Navy could not take in consideration 
putting down of 
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mines with cruisers and DDs. Separate the fact that their naval and aerial superiority allowed 
them to consider the mine, on the whole, an arm of smaller offensive importance, ships of that 
type could not have been captured that from "Force K" located at Malta; a force very engaged in 
the twofold task to attacking our Libyan traffic and protecting the supplying of the island, for 
being able to entrust it with any others. 

The surface minelayers employed were the Abdiel, Manxman and Welshman: ships of 
displacement around to the 3,000 tons and that could carry 160 mines. These three ships 
completed 13 missions. 

The submarine minelayers employed were only three (probably also from English part 
those units were recognized many profits also for transports of materials): and that is: the 
Grampus, the Porpoise and the Rorqual (50 mines) with a total of 26 missions of which only one 
was completed by the Grampus and three from the Porpoise; the other 22 were all work of only 
the Rorqual, whose eventful activity constitutes a very honorable page in the British naval 
history. 

The war with mines from English side in the Mediterranean can be considered subdivided 
into three periods: 

1“: from the beginning of hostilities with Italy to the Anglo-American invasion of North- 
West Africa; 29 months, from June 1940 to November 1942; 

2™: from the Anglo-American invasion in North-West Africa to the cessation of 
hostilities in Tunisia; 6 months, from November 1942 to May 1943; 

3": from the May to 6 August 1943, date of the last mission of rests of mines. 

1“ period: the activity of the minelayers is moved from one field to another according to 
of the Italian-Germans operations and the consequent changes of situation (Tyrrhenian - 
Cirenaica - Adriatic - Greece - Aegean, etc.). 

The minelayers completed 19 missions, with 23 obstructions and altogether 1097 mines 
put down (1). 


(1) We do not count in this total, for precise news lack, one mission of the Aux. ML. 
Aphis that put down some magnetic mines in the Gulf of Bomba on 8 April 1941, and one of 2 
torpedo boats that also put down some magnetic mines outside of the anchorage of Bardia on 27 
October 1941. 
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2™ period: the enemy abandons all the other fields and turns the entire activity of the 
minelaying against our traffic with Tunisia. 

It is this period in which to the mines it can be said that it comes attributed nearly of 
equal offensive importance to that one of the naval and aerial attacks. 

The Manxman, Abdiel, Welshman and Rorqual are insinuated boldly in that type of 
"corridor" between the two lines of our "S" obstructions, that is from S 71 to 62 and than from S 
79 to 910 (see map n. 30). For that corridor passes the "route of death". 

The line S 91 -910 penetrated shrewdly, in 13 missions, going opportunely around and to 
the North, of those obstructions known positions; of this phenomenon we have already dealt with 
in chapters X and XI, and therefore much less we must be astonished even now. 

Another 4 missions complete in the environs of Trapani and the Egadi islands. 

They put down 19 obstructions for a total of 2007 mines, nearly the double quantity of 
those put down in the first period, also the very longest one. On these 4 mines we lose a naval 
destroyer and 4 torpedo boats, beyond to several minor and mercantile ship. 

To this activity we must add 8 missions completed by English torpedo boats with 
Americans mines - 108 in all - near the Tunisian coasts between 22 February and 17 March 1943. 
The 3" period can be considered as an appendix of the first one: having only of 3 
missions of the Rorqual, one in Ionian and the two in the Aegean; altogether 150 mines 

distributed in 6 obstructions. 

In all the missions that we have cited were employed collision mines, except one of the 
Manxman in which 70 magnetic mines were put down (see table n. 5 - mission n. 12). 


99) DIRECTORY OF THE OBSTRUCTIONS PUT DOWN FROM ENGLISH SHIPS 
Before passing to the narration of the vicissitudes of our losses for collision against 


enemy mines, lists in chronological order (tables n. 5 and n. 6) the obstructions rested from 
surface minelayers of and British submarine minelayers 
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SPEccHIO N. 5 


ELENCO DEGLI SBARRAMENTI POSATI DA UNITA NAVALI INGLESI 
1° PERIODO (Giugno 1940 - Novembre 1942) 




















8 ge 
Za Data Unita f= Locaxlita Annotazioni 
2 sf 
=] Z 
1940 ion Wi 
13 giugno | Grampus 50 | mg 2/NE - Augusta 
2 | 14 giugno | Rorqual 50 | mg 2!/,/E - Brindisi Mn Loasso(26 giugno 1940) 
Pfo Rina Croce (25 set- 
tembre 1940) 
3 | 21 luglio Rorqual 50 | mg 9/E - Tolemaide Pfo Celio (24 luglio 1940) 
4 | 17 agosto Rorqual 50 |mg 19;E - Tolemaide 
5 | 4 ottobre Rorqual 50 |mg 10/W - Tocra 
6 | 5 novembre| Rorqual 50 | mg 6'/,/E - Misurata Scoperto e rimosso 
7 | 9 novembre | Rorqual 50 | mg 6'/,/NW - Misurata | Tp Calipso (5 dicembre 
1940 - Tp Cairoli (23 
dicembre 1940) 
1941 
29 | mg 2 - isola Sansego 
8 | 28 gennaio | Rorqual it- linge 9 - Ancome 
10 |mg 4j/NE - Capo Gallo | Tp Chinotto(28 marzo1941) 
9! || 19S: saree Rorqual 19 | mg 2/NE- Scoglio Asinelli 
21 | mg.2/NW - ScoglioAsinclli| Cist Verde - Me Ticino 
: (26 marzo 1941) 
10 | 11 maggio | Rorqual 50 | Golfo di Salonicco 
11 | 21 maggio | Abdiel 150 | E/ Capo Dukato 
70 
12 | 24 agosto | Manxman 70) S/ Livorno (*) magnetiche 
| 
! 
13 | 25 agosto | Rorqual 50 |1 mg/W - Capo Skinari 
14 | 8 ottobre | Rorgual 50 | 3 mg/NW - isola S. Giorgio 
| (Atene) 
| \ 10 | 2 mg/SE - isola dei Cavoli 
15 | 21.22 ottob. | Rorqual  , (Sardegna) 
| 40 |1mg,SE - Capo Ferrato 
| | (Sardegna) i 
19420 | | 
16 | 11 gennaio | Porpoise 50 |NNW/ - Capo Drepano | 
(Creta) | 
17 | 12 agosto | Porpoise 46 | Ras el Tin (Tobruk) a 
18 | 30 agosto Rorqual 15 | Canale Sud Corfa 
19 | 3 ottobre Porpoise 46 | Tobruk 
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SPECCHIO N. 6 


ELENCO DEGLI SBARRAMENTI POSATI DA UNITA’ NAVALI INGLESI 
2° PERIODO (Novembre 1942-Maggio 1943) 
3° PERIODO (Maggio-1 Agosto 1943) 


SS 























= Eo Localita 
23 Data Unita Eo Annotazioni 
Pa of (vedi cartina n.30) 
& a a 
| 1942 
1 | 29 novemb. | Manxman | 156 | mg 7/E- isola dei Cani 
| 8 dicembre 36 | mg 5/S-isola dei Cani 
e 17 dicembre | Rorqual 11 | m /NE-isola Ischia 
| 
| 1943 
3 | 7 gennaio Welshman | 124 
4 | 9 gennaio Abdiel 160 9) Ct Maestrale, Corsaro 
Ct Saetta, Tp Uragano 
5 | 18 gennaio | Rorgqual 48 | mg 5/NE isola dei Cani 
6 30 gennaio { Welshman | 158 30) Cv Procellaria - Tp 
Prestinari 
7 | 3 febbraio | Abdiel 150 
8 | 7 febbraio | Abdiel 164 | -SE-isola Marettimo 
9 | 24 febbraio | Rorqual 50 Scoperto e rimosso il 29 
marzo 1943 
10 | 27 febbraio | Abdiel 160 
11 | 5 marzo Abdiel 160 7) Tp Ciclone, Pfo Estier 
12 | 8 marzo Abdiel 160 24-III Ct Malocello Ascari 
13 | 22 mnrzo Rorqual 50 |- NE- Trapani 
14 | 5 aprile Abdiel 160 
80 
7 ile Abdiel 
15 apri U 80 
16 | 21 aprile Rorqual 50 | 3 mg/W - isola Favignana 
17 | 30 aprile Rorqual 50 | 3 mg/N-isola Marettimo 
1943 
25 | 2 mg/NE- Punta Stilo 
1 | 15 aprile Rorqual 
25 | 2 mg/SE- Punta Stilo 
29 | 2 mg/W - P. Cassandra (Sa- 
lonicco) 
2 | $3 Inglie Rorsquat 21 |5mg/N - Capo Sepias (G. 
di Volo 
29 | P. Cassandra 
5-1 t R U 
? _— _—_ 21 | isola Mudros 
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In the column "annotations" of such directory are indicated, for some obstructions, the names of 
our military units and mercantile ships that given those mines have been sunk or damaged. 

But on this subject it is opportune to make some considerations that the reader will hold 
present: 

Not always can it be absolute certain that the event was a collision against mines of that 
obstruction; often it cannot be excluded that it has been instead collision against a drifting mine or 
pertaining to one of our obstructions. 

For being able to speak about certainty all with the following circumstances would have 
to be taken place: 

a) That the ship (enemy) that has put down the obstruction from which has determined 
with much exactitude the positions of the extremities. The reader has stated to as many 
shrewdness our Commands ran when dealing with the putting down the parts of the obstructions 
"S" in the Channel of Sicily in order to be sure of their positions: torpedo boat sent in advance on 
the beginning point, signaling of the ends by means of buoys, ignition of beacons during the 
phase of approach, rests executed to made by day, etc. The English mine laying ships could not 
use no shrewdness of the sort; they operated at night; they could sure not ask ignitions of beacons. 

b) That our units hit or those that eventually were found with them have been able to 
exactly determine their position at the moment of the event; also this possibility is not always of 
easy performance. 

c) That at the moment of the event the state of the sea it was sufficiently calm so as to 
render eventual drifting mines very visible. 

d) That none of our obstructions were also in the zone. 

However, in the pages that follow we will examine for every case the facts as they turn 
out from the reports and the inquiries. For the obstructions in correspondence of which the 
nothing it is brought back in the "annotations" column but that were rested in vicinity of our 
coasts along which was in function a continuous service of vigilance and dredging, it can, in 
principle, to think that the obstruction, whose presence had been revealed by the event, is 
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characterized and swept; for those instead that they were rested in zones where there was not any 
sweeping we can say, if not that they remained to the mercy of the resistance of the moorings. 

The uncertainty on the attribution of the cause of the event to mine or submarine must by 
now be excluded here; every doubt must be considered dissipated from the successive inquiries 
and the communications and publications of the English Navy. 


100) FIRST LOSSES TO ENGLISH MINES - ADRIATIC 


Although in the first days of hostility the English underwater offensive has been limited 
to two small obstructions at Augusta and Brindisi, the effects of such offensive were made to feel 
at once: the obstruction in front of Brindisi was not uncovered timely and on it was lost on 26 
June 1940 the Mn Loasso (T.S.L. 5968). 

In the same zone sank for collision against a mine the P.fo Rina Croce (T.S.L. 569) on 25 
September 1940. But the probability that the loss of this is due to the same obstruction of the 
Rorqual is very minor, because the position of the ship at the moment of the event has not been 
able to be assessed with exactitude, since the Rina Croce, coming from Otranto, was found in the 
fog from much time and moreover from the inquiry it turned out that navigation had been lead 
with rather primordial methods. It is not therefore to exclude that the Rina Croce ended up on one 
of our own obstructions. 


101) LIBYA: STEAMBOAT "CELIO" - TORPEDO BOATS "CALIPSO" and "CAIROLI" 


In the second month of the war the enemy had ascertained that our traffic between Tripoli 
and the ports of Eastern Libya in rather remarkable increase. Sure they did not escape his recon, 
between the 9 and the 16 July, two Bengasi-Tripoli and return trips completed by the P.fo Esperia 
and the Mn Calitea, in convoy, escorted by torpedo boats. It was be a matter of the transport of 
the "Sirte” Division and we can admit that the discovery of two 
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Cartina N. 30 
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eye catching cargo vessels and escorted have constituted sufficient reason in order to send the 
Rorqual in that field. 

When the submarine put down the obstruction to the east of Tolemaide (n. 3) the 
transport of the Division "Sirte" was already completed: but three days later the P.fo Celio (T.S.L. 
3864) rented on behalf of the R. Army passed in that zone, coming from Derna and directed to 
Bengasi, that hit a the mine and sank on 24 July 1940. The commander attributed the cause at 
once to the explosion of a submarine torpedo, and in his report he claimed also to have seen it, 
from the boat in which he was found after the steamboat had already disappeared, to emerge for 
little moments a submarine tower; evidently it was be a matter of a scrap iron, then that 
successive inquiries made to exclude the presence of submarines in the zone in that day. 

It can be thought therefore that the Celio ended on the obstruction put down from the 
Rorqual on 21 July. 

The crew, which three persons lacked, succeeded to disembark on the coast and to reach 
Bengasi. 

After another two missions, near Tolemaide and near Tocra (n. 4 and 5) the Rorqual was 
sent into the waters of Misurata; an important point, because of landing for the ships that have 
crossed the Gulf of the Sirte coming from Bengasi. There were put down two obstructions (n. 6 
and 7) respectively on 5 and 9 November 1940. 

At 10:00 approximately of 5 December 1940 the TB Calipso (T. V. Zambardi), coming 
from Bengasi and directed to Tripoli, hit against a mine breaking apart into two parts at the height 
of boiler n. 2. The stump of the bow sank nearly at once, while that stern, remained afloat for a 
score of minutes, sank in its turn, very probably for collision against another mine whose flash 
provoked aboard other explosion of which the cause could not be assessed. 

The sea was high and in order to diminish the torment the torpedo boat had been forced 
to diminish of speed and also to vary the route regarding those prescribed from the operations 
order of the Marine Command of Bengasi. The determination of the position of the unit had been 
made astronomically towards seven but much confidence could not be made on it because of the 
poor visibility. Sighted the coast a little before nine, the only possible control was given from the 
Misurata beacon of, but 
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if it could be taken the any survey it was not possible to measure of the distance because rolling 
and the blows of sea that invested the structures of the bridge rendered the employment of the 
rangefinder impossible. The unit was not equipped of sounds acoustic. 

To have nothing to do with the fatality of the encounter with an obstruction of mines, 
draft of elements that re-enter in the normal circumstances of navigation with bad weather, 
especially for a small unit. 

The work of rescue, organized ready as well both from Misurata and from Tripoli, was 
carried out with effectiveness in spite of the difficult conditions of the weather from the 
minesweeper I/ntrepido the, Delfino and S. Stefano assisted by two aircraft from the r.m. and land 
based bombers. There was retrieved 39 shipwrecked; the missing, between dead and missing, was 
90. 

The fact that the Calipso has gone to its end just on the obstruction of the Rorqual to the 
NW of Misurata, when was a true fatality instead the other, that one to East, it had been already 
characterized and of it was also in course the removal with means of Tripoli. 

The TB Cairoli (T. V. Menconi) sank for collision against a mine on 23 December 1940. 
It came from Bengasi and it was directed to Tripoli escorting the requisitioned P.fo Caffaro. 

The position at the moment of the event (the Lat. 32 °40' N - long. 14° 50' E) it was ina 
zone in which turned out they had not ever put down mines, neither the English nor ours. It must 
therefore be thought that the cause of the event has been a drifting mine. 

The military commander of the Caffaro (T. V. Guidi) therefore has reported the events in 
his report: 

"At dawn the conditions of the sky did not allow star observations; dead reckoning is 
followed, wind and sea from the west increase of intensity and cause strong movements of pitch. 

"At 10:25 while I was coming down the ladder of the bridge I heard a most violent 
explosion, were turned at once in direction of the escort and saw that it was sinking with the 
feathered bow. It followed some, a few seconds later, a second explosion and in short moments 
the Cairoli disappeared between the waves. I had soon the perception that was the effects of 
mines ". 

Other survivors of the Cairoli have asserted to have that second explosion and some are 
also bruised from heard 
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concussion. It cannot be put in doubt that the second explosion effectively had happened, but the 
cause could have been the explosion of a boiler. Of the survivors, one has only expressed this 
supposition, but without to motivate it; cannot be excluded that it, perhaps more a matter of his 
nerves, has perceived the difference of acoustic effect between one and the other explosion. 

The Caffaro made the signal prescribed and from Tripoli the TB Clio was sent to meet it. 
In spite of the conditions of the sea, the Caffaro retrieved 43 shipwrecked and the rescue 
operations were conduct with dash and skill. From the Cairoli were lost 71 persons, among which 
was the commander. The Caffaro reached Tripoli escorted by the TB Clio. 


102) SICILY: TANKERS "VERDE" and "TICINO" - TORPEDO BOAT "CHINOTTO" 


After a mission in THE Adriatic (n. 8) the Rorqual was sent to Sicily, where (n. 9) 25 
March 1941 distributed its 50 mines between Cape Gallo and Scoglio Asinelli from one and the 
other part. 

On 26 March 1941 journeying west of the Scoglio Asinelli the R. Tanker Verde and the 
Tanker Ticino (T S.L. 1470) coming from Palermo and directed to Trapani. The Verde acted as 
pilot and escort ship. 

At 15:50 (1) the Semaphore of San Giuliano (Trapani) communicated to the Commander 
of Trapani that the two ships had reversed route and was maneuvering, probably in order to try to 
sink a drifting mines, being that the Verde had the RK flags up (mines in sight). 

At 16:30 the Ticino later hit against a mine it sank quickly. The Admiral of Trapani 
immediately let out one of the units of the service of outer pilotage for assistance the Verde in the 
recovery of is shipwrecked. 

The sea in the zone was agitated, but it had not prevented to the staff of the two tankers to 
notice on the surface several mines, on which was shooting with the musketry without moreover 
to succeed to destroy them. At 17:25 the Verde, that it had retrieved the shipwrecked 


(1) From the report of C.A. Notarbartolo commander of the M.M Sector of Trapani. 
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of the Ticino and replaced in motion in order to direct to Trapani, it hit another mine and it sank 
in less than a minute. 

From Trapani another two units were sent on the place and also a MAS the sea being 
somewhat calmed; and not being able itself to exclude the presence of a submarine the 
participation of airplane was requested of the Aeronautics. 

Lost were 23 men of the Verde (among which was the commander in whose memory was 
assigned the silver medal for military valor for his heroic behavior) and 11 of the Ticino. 

The following day they were characterized in the zone and retrieved five mines that were 
recognized as enemies and from a submarine; it was assessed therefore that it did not be a matter 
of drifting mines but of an obstruction of which several mines had come exposed. 

Immediately the sweeping was arranged. 

The TB Chinotto (T. V. Campanella) sank for collision against a mine the morning of 28 
March 1941, approximately 4 and a half miles NE of Cape Gallo. It was in section with the TB 
Missori (T. V. Carbonara) and it followed the return to Palermo from a nocturnal mission of 
antisubmarine search. 

From the report of the TB Missori we transcribe: 

"At 08:00 hours of 28 March I stop the a.s.w. search and online of row with the Chinotto, 
from the point - meridian of Cape San Vito - parallel 38° 20' I direct for the point A of Palermo. 

"Pm navigating with the sea along from WSW to the quarter that generates difficult 
government; strong haze (black). The Chinotto follows in the wake the Missori. 

"At 09:20 on point A turn for 110.5° true. The conditions of visibility have gotten a lot 
worse; the coast completely is covered by a black haze. At 09:35 delineates itself little summit of 
Cape Gallo. The undersigned has the impression to be little moved towards land, but he does not 
have worries, because, having escorted a few days before the R.N. Citta di Milano for two 
consecutive days, he knows that towards land from the safe route there are no underwater 
impediments 

"At 09:41 the 2” official in S. T.V. Suttora Guidu gives to the alarm announcing "the 
Chinotto sinks". Moved to me from ahead of the compass on the left wing of the bridge, I find 
that the Chinotto 
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it is nearly motionless, it seems hit to the height of the aft mast and begins to sink 

"In the first supposition of a torpedoing from the high seas I order maximum force to the 
engines and the tiller full left in order carrying me in the presumed position of the submarine. Air 
wakes or bubbles are not found due to underwater launch. I diminish speed. While to the center of 
the Chinotto I find other explosion after which the ship sinks. With breakable rangefinder and 
survey of the semaphore, only visible point in that moment, settles down the position of the ship: 
limit SE of Banco La Barra (1). 

"Supposing then that on said bank there can be underwater impediments, with 
approached to right I carry to me into the greater depths South of said Bank. Always in motion, I 
supply to send means of rescue for the recovery of it is shipwrecked and inform Marine Palermo 
at the same time. From the moment of the alarm approximately 8-10 minutes are passed. 

The means of Palermo Navy under the command of the C. C. Nervi arrive in a short time. 

"Particular mention deserve the crew of the TB Chinotto that has kept a serene and 
austere behavior. The T. V. Lelio Campanella, commander, for how very quickly he followed the 
events allowed, supplied to giving every order for the rescue of his people, disdaining the danger 
and headless of its life. He is not ended with the ship because he was rejected afloat, not having 
not tried launch himself to swim". 

Of the TB Chinotto lost 48 men. 

The Rorqual had put down its obstruction (10 mines) three days before; and also being 
somewhat highly summarized the indication "miles 4 to NE of Cape Gallo", we can assert that in 
this mission the submarine had gone so close to the most northern of the two our defensives 
obstructions (see map n. 6) and for more antisubmarine, from being able to consider one indeed 
extraordinary fortune avoided having hit it. If it knew the existence? could "feel it" with the 
sonor? difficult to find answer 


(1) Zone of the depth them between 75 and 100 meters, of a mile and a half for parallel 
and a mile for meridian, having the center to approximately miles 4/2 to NNE of Cape Gallo. 
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to these questions. However, such nearness was the cause that at first determined the attribution 
of the sinking of the torpedo boat to collision against a mine of our obstruction; but since it was 
be a matter of an AS obstruction that must have arms at a depth of 10 meters therefore that the 
torpedo boat could pass over with impunity, rose the suspicion that some arms remained at a 
lesser depth for bad operation of the relevant devices. 

It was the same Supermarina to order that it was soon executed a control dredging; and it 
was during this operation that was sighted a torpedo at a depth of 2.65 m. that showed 10 nerves. 
Since the "Elia" mines that formed ours obstruction of had 7, could not but be a matter that of an 
enemy mine. Successive searches allowed to characterize all the obstruction and to remove the 
eight mines that remained. 

In order to carry to fulfillment these operations they wanted two and a half months. The 
zone was declared free on 13 June 1941. 

Therefore fully was explained of the loss of the TB Chinotto. But we cannot miss 
mentioning the work of the personnel used after the removal of the enemy obstruction: the most 
laborious operation for the necessity of cutting all the moorings; most dangerous because arms 
had themselves to be deactivated with which our personnel did not have familiarity; long because 
it could be only executed with calm sea. To the dependency of the Marine Command of Palermo 
(C. A. Genta) it was directed by the C. C. Nervi of which we bring back the report in the 
appendix. 


103) GREECE; NAVAL DESTROYER "MIRABELLO" - GUNBOAT "MATTEUCCTI' - 
GERMAN STEAMBOATS "MARBURG" and "KYBFELS" (1) 


After the armistice of Athens (30 April 1941) that put ended the conflict with Greece, the 
tasks of Navy extended also to the Greece - Aegean sector, in order to supply to the occupation of 


bases and islands and to the system of the related services. 


1) In exception to the title of the chapter the dealing with here of Greek mines. 
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A new traffic had therefore beginning (see volume IX "the defense of the traffic with 
Albania, Greece and the Aegean" - chapter V) that from the Puglian ports mostly it was directed 
to Patrasso and it passed by necessarily for the tightened between the islands Santa Maura and 
Cefalonia; the conspicuous landmark was Cape Dukato: 

English Navy did not begin at once to lay a trap this passage with the submarines and 
however it had to attend on 4 December in order to put to the mark a torpedo (P.fo Eridano, from 
the Smg Trusty); it supplied instead soon with the mines, and the night of 20: 21 May 1941 the 
ML Abdiel put down 150 mines in the zone of Cape Dukato between the islands of Cefalonia and 
Santa Maura: that morning they sank the DD Mirabello and the GB Matteucci; in the afternoon 
they soon had the same fate, one after the other, two German steamboats. All for collision against 
mines (1) ". 

The dawn arrived in the zone the GB Matteucci that came from Brindisi and was directed 
to Patrasso at a speed of 7 knots. At 05:40 approximately it hit in a mine and it sank immediately. 
Arriving on the scene while, also from Brindisi for Patrasso, an important convoy 

constituted from the tankers Annarella, Doria C and Strombo and escorted from the DD 
Mirabello (C. C. Puleo) and by the Aux. Brindisi (C. C. Rando). The convoy was sailing online 
of row, Brindisi at the head and Mirabello in tail, when a blaze was sighted at a distance from 6 to 
8 miles towards Cape Dukato and a highest column of smoke. The Mirabello, learned that neither 
from Brindisi could notice the cause of that smoke, increased speed, passed the convoy and 
directed for that area. In the hypothesis that it could be a matter of a torpedoing the commander 
called the crew to combat post; then, sighted along the route two boats and then the shipwrecked, 
stopped the engines in order to put in sea the boat, but soon after, thinking of being rejected on 
the right, he replaced the engines in motion beginning a light approached on the left. He had just 
said to wait for to put in sea the boat when a jolt was strongly perceived and an explosion. It was 
06:30 and from the Brindisi was seen the Mirabello covered a highest column of smoke and 
flames, to whose lookouts the DD appeared lacking the prow until the height of the bridge. 


(1) In order more detailed news on the following episodes, you see volume IX cited, 
pages 88-96. 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


The Brindisi lowered all the boats in order to supply to the rescue work, ordered to the 
tankers zigzagging in place and made prescribed signal. Towards 10:00 some motor-sail boats 
arrived and one squadron of high seas minesweepers. 

The Mirabello resisted afloat until noon; the commander directed with calm and energy 
the operations understandings to assure the collection and the attendance of the wounded, the 
rescue of the shipwrecked, the elimination of fires, the recovery of the removable materials. His 
acts were judged praiseworthy under all the reports: also with his first decision to retard the 
convoy which escorted in order to go to recognize the cause of the sighted smoke ahead of the 
same convoy, correct conception of the tasks of one showed of having a torpedo boat escort; in 
fact the explosion that happened against the Mirabello saved the convoy. 

Commander Puleo determined the desertion of a ship towards 11:30 when the noise 
heaviness was very increased and the water arrived in covered until the torpedo tubes. 

Supermarina ordered the Brindisi and the tankers direct for Corft. Brindisi waited for the 
last boat still intent on the recovery of is shipwrecked, when you appeared from the part of Itaca 
the German steamboats Marburg and Kybfels approximately 10 miles distant. They were two 
large and fast steamboats loaded with troop and materials of every kind that departed Patrasso 
had to go to Taranto. The encounter was previewed: the Mirabello and Brindisi would have had 
to leave the escort of the tankers and to assume that one of the two steamboats. The Brindisi was 
in order launch signals them "you direct towards danger" when one of the steamboats blew up 
and soon after the other followed the same fate. There were four successive explosions and on 
one of the two steamboats a great fire was developed. The commander of the Brindisi, estimating 
dangerous the situation of all the convoy for the possible presence of other mines, quit waiting for 
his last boat and put in route with the convoy for Corfu. 

M.M. Command of Western Greece (Marimorea; Patrasso - A.S. Tur) let out immediately 
the Mn Amba Aradam, two submarine chaser, a minesweeper and three motor-sail boats with 
medicinal doctors, nurses and, besides to the motor-sail boats and minesweeper that were already 
on the place. 
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Supermarina, just received the signal of the event of the Mirabello, had launch in its turn 
that one of discovery of mines berthed in the zone of Cape Dukato; and soon after, with directed 
another message to Marimorea it had confirmed that the zone was dangerous for the presence of 
mines. To Marimorea, that morning of the 21“, the service number was blocked of telegrams and 
the two messages of Supermarina - objective, we cannot exclude a hitch - were deciphered with 
delay. It was not made in time to withhold the two steamboats. 

The Operations of rescue of the shipwrecked was conduct with dash and skill from all the 
sent units; the German soldiers behaved with discipline and courage. 

Supermarina ordered the suspension of the traffic for Cape Dukato until when the zone 
had not been completely swept. 

Altogether the following losses in men were had: 

GB Matteucci 41 

DD Mirabello: 44 

German Steamboats Marburg and Kybfels 121 


104) AEGEAN: TORPEDO BOATS "CURTATONE’ - "ALTAIR" - "ALDEBARAN" 


The TB Curtatone (C. C. Tasara) sank for collision against a mine at 13:50 of 20 May 
1941. It had been sent to replace the TB Sirio, destined to escort a directed convoy to Crete in 
occasion of the action against that island, but that having been damaged it had to direct for Lero. 
The vicissitudes of the high seas operations are narrated in volume [X "The defense of the traffic 
with Albania, Greece and the Aegean", chapter V, page 79. Here we will limit ourselves to say 
how much regards the sinking for mine of the TB Curtatone and we will not be able to say a lot, 
in how much, as we have pointed out in chapter V, we do not have precise news on the Greek 
obstructions, on one of which the Curtatone surely was lost, at least say that the British news that 
they exclude putting down of English mines before that date. 

The TB Curtatone therefore exited from Pireo at 13:00 of 20 May 1941 and at 13:50 it 
exploded in proximity of the island of Phleva. 
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The event which had probably to error of route for which the TB was not found exactly 
on the safe route. The rescue of the shipwrecked was begun from the TB Sagittario that passed in 
the vicinities and completed from a tug that in the meantime had been sent from Pireo. Lost were 
94 men, among which was the commander, and they were saved some 34. 

Of the torpedo boats Altair and Aldebaran, that they sank for collision against a mine 20 
October 1941, it can instead be asserted that at least the Altair was victim of the obstruction put 
down by the Rorqual on 8 October (n. 14) since the positions of the obstruction and the point of 
sinking practically coincide. Here it is opportune to bring back how much we have already said in 
volume IX (page 110): 

The afternoon of 19 October 1941 a convoy composed of the Mn Citta di Marsala and 
Citta di Agrigento, with the steamboats Tagliamento and Salzburg (German) and Escorted by the 
TB Lupo, Altair, Monzambano and by the Aux. Barletta departed from Pireo directed to Candia. 

At 19:28, finding the convoy to the height of the island of S. Giorgio — on the west side - 
an explosion under the hull of the Altair took place that was sailing on the left convoy. The Altair 
(C. P. Cardinali) was found in that moment to 3 miles for 320, from the indicated island. The bow 
of the unit detached nearly at once from the rest of the hull and in correspondence of the boiler n. 
1 developed a strong fire that threatened the ammunition magazine. The TB Lupo (C. P. 
Mimbelli), invert the route, directed quickly towards the Altair. Had negative answer to the 
question if the towing were possible, with fast and decided maneuver it was placed side by side to 
the Altair and from there it embarked the crew; then preformed a turn to around launch bombs 
a.s. 

Towards 21:00, seeming diminished the intensity of the fire, the Lupo tried to take the 
Altair by the stern under tow and it succeeded; except that the A/tair embarking water was 
weighted down remarkably, the sea from north-west was quickly increasing; at 02:47 of 20 
October the torpedo boat sank, after to have floated in total more than seven hours, 

Soon after Commander Mimbelli left he gave order to the convoy to continue towards 
Candia under the escort of the Monzambano and the Barletta. 
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From Marisudest (1) the DD Sella was ordered prepared in order to replace the Lupo in 
the escort; of the Aldebaran in order to go to retrieve the shipwrecked and eventually to escort the 
Lupo and Altair if it had been possible to continue navigation with towing. Also they were sent 
out all the tugs, submarine chaser and motor-sail boats units available. 

The Aldebaran exited from Pireo at 23:00 (under the command of C. C. Giungi boarded 
on the moment in absence of the holder) and at 01:00 of 20 October he was near the Lupo 
convoy, Altair; he carried out some turns around launching a.s.w. bombs and escorted the convoy 
until the sinking of the Altair. 

Subsequently Lupo and Aldebaran directed in order to return; having learned from 
Marisudest in the meantime that from the bow of the Altair, at the moment of event, a sure 
number of persons they had been thrown in sea and since the means already sent arranged all of 
insufficient speed, the Aldebaran was sent back on the place. This arrived towards 08:00 
approximately 2 miles west of Gaidaro and thereby was sailing at 20 knots, and always 
zigzagging, in the conviction that the threat came from a submarine in ambush, at 08:05 hit 
against a mine that exploded under the bridge. At first the torpedo boat stood up well; then it 
began to sink slowly. Marisudest came to acquaintance of the event by radiophone from a CSM 
that was in the environs (the Aldebaran could no more transmit) but the dispatch of means of aid 
could not be timely, because at 09:00 approximately the Aldebaran sank. 

The human losses were limited: of the Altair, of 136 present aboard, 12 were missing and 
one man died as a result of wounds; of the Aldebaran, with 150 present onboard 7 missing and 3 
were had died as a result of wounds. 

The behavior of all was worthy of the best traditions, especially from part of the 
wounded. 

The positions of the Aldebaran and the Altair at the moment of the sinking turned out to 
be distant 8 miles between them. Less than the Rorqual which had not put down a part of its 
mines also west of the isle of Gaidaro, that it did not turn out, remains, for the Aldebaran, the 
uncertainty between berthed mine and a drifting mine (Greek mine in both cases). The drifting 
mine cannot be excluded because there was strong wind and sea from southwest, for which the 
sight of the mine would have been rendered very difficult. 


(1) Commander Naval Group of the Northern Aegean (C.V. Pecori Giraldi) 
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Marisudest, in its report to Supermarina from which we have drawn the narration of the 
facts, made the following observations. 

"It is the first the time that enemy mines appeared in the Aegean. Up to now always he 
has been to fight against attacks of submarines, particularly in the Gulf of Athens where recent 
nearly every outgoing convoy has sighted a torpedo. 

"This state of fact has unfortunately induced to think we were dealing with also this time 
a torpedoing, much more than the route of the convoy was not one of that more struck and 
therefore one did not think that the enemy could decide itself to mine in order first that route 
rather than any other. 

"In these last times in fact, in order to avoid that every convoy was attacked, was nearly 
chosen a different route every time for the entrance of the gulf. 

"The same night, then, of the sinking of the Altair, the numerous component ships the 
convoy were journeyed for the dangerous zone without other losses and the circumstance that the 
Lupo had completed a turn launch a.s.w. bombs around the Altair without consequences, than a 
day ahead a convoy directed towards the North had signaled the launch of two torpedoes between 
Phleva and Gaidaro, that it finally revealed the sure presence of underwater unit in the zone and 
that on the normal obstructions to four meters of depth the torpedo boats would have to be able to 
pass, had all unfortunately induced to remain in the error. 

"By now is strengthened the presence of mines to the entrance of the gulf (but in three 
days if are dredged only three); therefore it is prevailed to make to only navigate the units along 
the safe routes; with the limited means available will be made the possible in order to dredge 
some other route beyond the normal entrance and that one of Macronisi, let alone those of the 
Channels of Doro and Zea. 

"Since the Italian and German CSM available, supplied with rather rudimentally 
hydrophones, is not in a position to effectively watching a enough wide zone of sea, to part the 
fact that very often must return to port for the bad conditions of the weather, becomes opportune 
much putting down of AS obstructions between Poros, S. Giorgio and Cape Susion; that will be 
made, is hoped, before November, eventually by means of the Barletta and the Monzambano type 
torpedo boats”. 
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105) LIBIA: TORPEDO BOAT "CANTORE" 


This time we do not find again the Smg Rorqual, but similar Porpoise, which put down 
46 mines to the NW of Ras el Tin on 12 August 1942. 

The opportunity to send a submersible minelayer in those environs in August 1942 is 
explained with the fact that Tobruk give just had been recaptured by the Italian troops and in 
consequence an intense traffic had been settled down to the east of Derna. 

Before putting down the mines at Ras el Tin the Porpoise was also successful to put to 
the mark two torpedoes sinking the steamboat Ogaden that journeyed in the vicinity. 

On 22 August 1942 lost for collision against mine - and we can think first rested ten days 
before by the Porpoise — the TB Cantore (T.V. Veick) that it escorted from Bengasi to Tobruk 
the P.fo Petrarch. 

The timetable of navigation had been established computing a speed of 10 knots and so 
that the arrival at Tobruk happened before the night. But at dawn of the 22" Commander Veick, 
having stated that the Petrarch did not make more than 9 knots and the convoy was delayed, 
decided to shorten the distance abandoning the prescribed routes from the usual operations order 
and following instead those coastal ones. Of it he informed the M.M. Command of Libya (than he 
found himself then at Derna) with ar t. message that was repeated more times but without to ever 
receiving answer. 

"At 08:10 - Commander Veick reports - is to transverse Derna at distance a of 5-6 miles 
from land. 

"The route 115° ordered to the steamboat consequently allowed an hour to have the sea to 
the quarter and some tenth one of gain on the speed, such to guarantee the arrival at Tobruk at 
18:00 or 19:00 of 22 August 

"At the transverse of Derna he orders to the steamboat to carry itself still more under 
coast and he orders himself a course of 120° true in way to make to pass it at approximately one 
mile from Ras el Tin. 

"Navigation proceeds regularly, under aerial escort begun at 05:50. In the hypothesis that 
at Ras el Tin could operate some submarine, it is decided at 09:45 to execute launch of bombs 
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to intimidate and the speed of zigzagging at 17 knots is increased. 

At 09:50 and 10:00 two bombs from 30 Kg are launched. 

"At 10:03 while in escort position on the left of the steamboat on the left from the 
ship is sighted one mine at a distant approximately of 150 meters. At 10:04 the fire 
against same is opened and it is raised the signal "mine on the left". 

"At 10:04.5 the navigator gives to the sight of suspicious objects of dark color on 
the left of the prow at a distance of approximately 50 meters. I know instinctively of 
being in a mined field. 

"Order "all full right, steady engines "; the orders Are just execute that a 
formidable explosion to the center of the ship happens on the left flank. The ship is 
broken apart in two. With the officers and the staff of the watch I leave the bridge. It is 
ordered to put in sea the rescue rafts; the 2™ officer precipitates itself on two further 
down on the right, made to work to strike the hooks and he puts them to freedom. They 
are near in the attempt to help him. The navigator in the meantime is successful to free a 
raft situated to left bow on bridge. 

"The rafts has as soon as touched the water that the ship skidding more and more 
on the left sinks. Calculation that the sinking happens in approximately one minute. 

"I come much swept up from the whirlpool, under the water entangled rest in 
order two times under of the stays and a windsock I succeed to free myself and when I 
come to the surface I find to five meters from my 2™ officer and from a group of 
shipwrecked. The 2* official prodigal to encourage the shipwrecked, to make to turn the 
rafts in order to deposit the wounded, holding the crew united. 

"After two hours approximately from the sinking arrive from Derna three MAS 
that begin the rescue operations”. 

Of the crew of the TB Cantore are lost 23 men; 13 of they belonged to the engine 
room staff. 
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER XXV 


The Relation of C. C. Nervi on the recovery of the enemy obstruction on which 
was lost the TB Chinotto. 


Just the program of searches predisposed to continuation of the loss of the TB 
Chinotto and the content of the sheet 2/1269 SRP of 19 April of Messina Navy, until then 
not put into effect for persistent the adverse conditions of the sea, on 20 May have begun 
surveying in order to characterize the eventual presence of enemy mines in the zone 
called "the Bar": the conditions of the sea but have once again rendered that useless every 
day search. 

On the presence of arms in the zone "the Bar" news having arrived from part of 
fishermen was resumed the search on 23 May by means of the R.D. 20 and the D.a. 
Maria Antonietta (draft 1.60 m.). Arrived in "the Bar" zone as a result of the information 
of boatmen who had noticed a presumable mine little under the level of the water, 
transfer on the D.a. Maria Antonietta jointed with the G.M.c. Allocco and I go to the 
place indicated where after some hours of search to means of a rowing boat, recovers a 
berthed mine that for its characteristics cannot be other than enemy. 

I sound the mine which turns out to be 1.65 m. from the surface of the water; I 
determine with numerous angles its continuous position and the searches without some 
positive result also because of the sea that in constant worsening it forces to me to 
interrupt the work. 

On 31 May being useful for the favorable conditions of the weather I resume the 
search with R.D. 20 and the D.a. Maria Santissima and the motor launch of this 
Command. 

Left the R.D.20 on the motor launch with the G. M. Allocco, the boatswain of oe 
De Martino and the torp. De Nardis and I carry to me on the point of the mine already 
sighted that I trace soon after; to the same one with opportune maneuver it’s mooring is 
marked made them to construct purposely. After that is learned from fishermen, that they 
are on the place, than another mine has been sighted, mine that after patient favorite 
searches from the optimal conditions of the sea comes fortunately traced. To the same 
one which is moored 
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it marks them, and serving me of the alignment constituted with the first arm found I 
recover another four to the which mooring another two marks and two pieces of plank of 
the motor launch. I decide therefore that the G. M. Allocco return (12:30 hours) to 
Palermo in order to request the participation of seaplanes to explore the zone and to 
procurer others sights to eventually employ. At 15:30 being succeeded of further searches 
and not seeing to R.D. 20 return I direct for Palermo. At 17:30 transfer to the R.D.20 met 
near Punta La Barbera and soon after reverse the route having noticed the floatplane of 
the CL Duca degli Abruzzi in flight on the minefield. Detention in the Bay of Mondello 
where the floatplane comes alight as a result of our signaling. Felt the report of the 
observer, I take his place on the floatplane and I go in flight on the zone already explored 
that morning, and have the fortune to discover to another two mine which escaped the 
previous searches; I return therefore in given flight to Palermo the hour being late. 

The next day | June, I return with same means on the already spotted mines, trace 
those seen from the airplane and mooring on them marks. I more try an exploration on 
one line parallel to North; but the much higher sea prevents every profitable job even to 
force to my return. 

The enemy obstruction turns out therefore constituted from eight arms moored in 
depths around to 110 m. and variable depths from 3.60 m. to 1.65 m. under the surface of 
the water with guideline for 278°. Before and the last arm turns out respective in 


positions: 
lat. 38° 16' 20” lat. 38° 16' 23” 
long. 13° 22' 20” long. 13°21' 45” 


The eight weapons are berthed to a distance of approximately 120 m. one from 
the other with the exception of third and fourth that to be distant approximately 240 m. 
between them. 

On 3 June the sea is still a little moved but equally begun is the operations of 
dredging of the already marked mines. 

Texit with R.D. 20, D.a. Maria SS. and motor launch, and with the officials 
assigned to it for the dredging, T. V. c. Costantino and G.M.c. Allocco. 

The R.D. 20 to the height of Capo Gallo puts into the sea a large model divergent 
apparatus. I having to carry into position 
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much more to North of the enemy obstruction, I make the first exploration of the route 
from Maria SS. that then I send in proximity of the marks of the mines placed at the 
western extremity. I direct therefore in order to pass with the left side to approximately 
30 m. from the same one that come snip regularly coming at once to the surface. The 
conditions of the sea are but such that render imprudent to approach the weapon and 
therefore transfer to the motor launch with the torp. De Nardis and the militarized sailor 
Pizzimenti; to means of a boat turn to a shackle of the mine is given that we carry to 
towing with the same motor launch until shelter of Cape Gallo. There, in calm waters, 
after to have stated that arm to draft - normal, the disarming is carried out that comes 
operated from aforesaid the torpedo boats. 

Returned aboard the cutting of the second mine is resumed that in the meantime 
was not successful. Brought back to me in favorable position I move to the second arm 
that also cutting only comes to the surface after half hour of continuous maneuvers with 
variations of speed and approached. 

The third mine also having had the cut cable is entangled in the shears that slide 
all on the last one, producing with the torpedo an abnormal behavior of the divergent, for 
which it is necessary to carry itself totally under Cape Gallo in a depth of approximately 
12 m. where with opportune maneuver is succeeded to free the arm and to disarm. 
Because of the much time employed and of the apparatuses that turn out both (right and 
left) practically unusable, embark two mines on the D.a. Ettore Fieramosca, called in aid, 
on R.D. 20 and it is returned to port. 

The successive 4 June, exited with the same units, holding account of the acquired 
experience the day before and having replaced the apparatuses with those of R.D. 3/ in 
the yard, is succeeded in at the same time cutting two mines of which one it comes at 
once afloat, while the second one demands numerous maneuvers in order to free it from 
the apparatus. Both are soon disarmed. A third and forth is cutting without particular 
difficulties and disarmed. 

While the D.a. Fieramosca embarks these arms, I maneuver for cutting the last 
remained torpedo. Being the surface it marks have disappeared, but not appearing the 
mine afloat, I carry me also this time under Cape Gallo, towing with 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


that the divergent, hitting on its goose pimples and the mine visible force the arm, until to 
shoal, breaks the cable of comes afloat. 

Retrieving the cable of the apparatus, the divergent is found again that is on the 
bottom, and the mine still turns out moored to its own anchor; the disarmed quickly and 
raised it outside of the water are detached from just the cable putting on the deck. Its 
mooring cable comes opportunely carried on the winch of prow with which all it comes 
united retrieved to the case of the automatic device of mooring and relative anchor. 

I must signal the work of the torp. De Nardis and of the militarized sailor 
Pizzimenti Natale them of the Maria SS. that serenities and aware courage have always 
worked with, and that one of the G.M.c. Allocco Peter who with his activity has 
effectively collaborated to the express accomplishment of our task. 

The 7" current, by means of an airplane sent from the seaplane basin of Stagnoni, 
I have explored for approximately an hour and half the zone all around to the already 
existing enemy obstruction that I had rendered individualistic to means of mark berthed. 
No torpedo appears more in the surrounding water area. 

Palermo, 7 June 1941 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 
Antonio Nerves 
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CHAPTER XxXVI 


THE ENGLISH MINES IN THE CHANNEL OF SICILY AFTER NOVEMBER 1942 


106 - Operating Panorama 

107 - Naval destroyers Maestrale and Corsaro 

108 — Corvette Procellaria - Torpedo boat Prestinari 

109 —Naval destroyer Saetta - Torpedo boat Uragano 

110 - Torpedo boat Ciclone - Steamboats Estier and Balzac 

111 - Naval destroyer Malocello and Ascari' 

112 - Discovery and removal of the enemy obstruction to the South of Marettimo 
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196) OPERATING PANORAMA 


As we have said in paragraph 98, after that as a result of the Anglo-American 
invasion in North-West Africa and to our occupation of Tunisia we had to open an 
intense traffic between the Sicily and the ports of Tunisia and Biserta, the English Navy 
turned the offensive with the mines exclusively against that traffic. 

The missions derived some indication in chart n. 6, to which refer the obstructions 
reproduced in map n. 30. 

It is interesting to find operating parallelism according to which, while from one 
side the enemy put down the mines along the "route of the death", from the other we 
proceeded to spread that protecting line (see chapters XXI and XXII) that we have 
indicated as obstruction "S 9", formed of nine parts, the first which (S 91) was put down 
on 29 November 1942 and last (S 910, 9S5being delayed) on 30 January 1943. 

We notice at once the fortuitous circumstance of the simultaneity with which they 
give both the parts were begun the two war enterprises: both on 29 November 1942 is 
the date with which the DD Da Noli and the Aux. Barletta put down S 91, and the 
Manxman’s the first obstruction (a square) to the east of the isle of Cani; there was only 
an interval of a few hours, in how much the Manxman operated in the night and our units 
- as of customary - by day since the putting down of the parts of obstruction "S 9" 
proceeded rather quickly, when on 5 December 1942 was put down from the Rorqual the 
second obstruction (mission n. 2) already they had been rested, after part S 91, also 92, 93 
and 96; between these two last parts remained a wide passage approximately 10 miles, 
that was then precluded with the putting down of S 94. 
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When the Welshman executed, on 7 January 1943, the mission n. 3, part S 94 already had 
been rested; the 98 delayed, 99 and 910, and it can be thought that the "Welshman" has gone 
around "S 9" passing to North of part S 97, and the same it can say that they have made the 
Abdiel and the Rorqual in the missions of 9 and of 18 January 1943 (n. 4 and n. 5). 

If we have already admitted - since we began to deal with of our offensives obstructions 
in the Channel of Sicily - that sooner or later the enemy had characterized the position of the 
same obstructions, as well as more we must admit for this last period during which the enemy 
aerial activity was most intense, and can only ask as we were always successful to put down those 
nine parts, always in early morning hours, without that not even once our units having been 
attacked, or from ships or airplane or one or the other with, during the putting down, that is in the 
most unfavorable conditions. 

On 30 January 1943 we have another coincidence: in the night the Welshman (n. 6) puts 
down the obstruction approximately on the parallel 37° 23'; that morning the DD Pigafetta, Zeno, 
Da Noli, Ascari and Corazziere more put down S 910 approximately 25 miles to North. S 98 and 
S 99 already had been rested. 

And with 30 January the obstruction "S 9" is complete; the English minelayer, in order to 
enter in the "corridor", must go around it all. 

The Welshman did not participate any more in operations than this second period because 
4 February 1943 it was torpedoed by a German submarine. 

With the mission of the Abdiel of 7 February 1943 (n. 8), probably because they thought 
the end in the Channel of every war activity from part our, next the English began to employ 
mines equipped with "flooder”, an apparatus of auto sinking at determined time. The maximum 
duration of the regulation was 90 days. 


107) NAVAL DESTROYER "MAESTRALE" and "CORSARO" 
As for 26 March 1942 for the tankers Verde and Ticino, therefore on 9 January 1943 


verification for the DDs Maestrale and Corsaro the immediate effect of the putting down of the 
obstruction: in the night 8-9 January the Abdiel puts down obstruction (n. 4, two lines of 80 mines 
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each, slightly moved away - see map n. 30) and the evening of the 9" ran into by the two DDs 
who escorted the Ms Ines Corrado from Naples to Biserta. 

The event happened at 20:00 of 9 January 1943; with sea very agitated or highly, on the 
bow to the right, the convoy proceeded with route 245°, Maestrale (C. V. Bedeschi, head escort) 
in the led, the Corsaro (C. P. Perrini) in the tail; speed 12 knots approximately. 

We follow the vicissitudes from the report of commander Bedeschi: 

"20:00 Hours. In the point of lat. 37° 34' long. 10° 35' a strongly explosion to the extreme 
stern arrests to the DD. Given the zone of the ship in which the explosion has happened I think to 
have been hit by a torpedo. Aboard it comes to lack the electric power and therefore I cannot have 
exact news on the entity of the damages. I send people to combat post also because it is re-united 
in order for any emergency. At the same time give order to signal by means of the rds to the 
motor-ship to continue for Biserta and to the Corsaro to approach communicate to them the 
torpedoing. The Corsaro, as soon as perceived that the Maestrale had been hit, with ready 
maneuver it advances at maximum force with slanted route of approximately 40° to right respect 
to that one of the convoy. 

"20:05 Hours - the Corsaro received my given signal. I order launch signal of discovery. 
The motor-ship does not answer my calls 

"20:07 Hours - an explosion is perceived distinguished on our right and a blaze in 
correspondence of the center-right of the Corsaro is seen, than it is found to approximately 100 
meters for 140° from my bow-right. The explosion is continuation by the hiss of a strong 
discharge of vapor. Therefore I cannot exclude the possibility to be on a minefield that extends 
habitually for the greater part on my right and normally arranged to the continuation route from 
the convoys. I try to communicate to the motor-ship, that I see to direct in order to surpass me 
passing on my right side, to continue passing on the left, but of new I do not succeed to put to me 
in communication with her; it passes to voice range on the right and asks orders; I say to go away 
that is soon towards the east (on my left) and subsequently it marks it to them with light-storage 
cell to continue for Biserta, to communicate to Rome the events and to ask the dispatch for means 
of aid. 
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The motor-ship gives the received order and continues. I do not have possibility to make 
communications, neither to Rome nor to Biserta, cause the loss of the r.t. antenna 

"20:09 Hours - the Corsaro sinks. While still we doubt of the possibility to save our ship, 
we assist to the passing of the sister unit with the pain in heart not to be able not to carry aid to is 
shipwrecked because the bad conditions of weather that do not allow to put into the sea the 
motorboat 

"20:10 Hours - The energy circuits aboard has been restored after which can have the first 
information on the effect of the explosion. The extreme part of the stern is removed for a feature 
of approximately 12 meters and there is water in officer’s corridor to forward of the watertight 
door. The bulkhead of astern of the stern engine is thought unharmed and if it begins some the 
shoring at once". 

All the possible provisions were taken so that the buoyancy of the Maestrale was favorite 
and maintained, e eventual could ready be tamed the fires. In order to eliminate the high weights 
they were launch, with the conservation valves open, the torpedo of the stern tubes. They were 
also launched into the sea, neutralized, the depth charges. 

Commander Bedeschi had also the shrewdness to give to the bottom the anchor spinning 
all the lengths of chain available (400 meters) and since the depth on the place did not exceed the 
300 meters the anchor ended in order to make taken, at 23.30. The ship was introduced with the 
bow to the sea and then also oil from prow was thrown in order to diminish torments of the 
waves. The provision to berth was much test also in order to avoid that the naval destroyer, 
drifting towards the SE, went to the end on some mine of our obstructions X 2 and X 3 which was 
not very far. 

While he had red-established the possibility to communicate with the main radio and had 
communicated at once to Rome, Biserta and Trapani. At 22:40 the Naval Command of Diserta 
communicated that it had arranged the dispatch of aid. 

From Biserta they exited the TB Calliope (T. V. Giudici), the TB Dezza (T. V. Mancusi), 
the MS Cefalo (Aux. CSM), the tugs Vigoureux (French with German crew) and Porto Cesareo. 
The Calliope, on which the Admiral of Biserta himself was boarded 
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(A. D. Biancheri), arrived near the Maestrale at 08:30 approximately of 10 January; the others 
arrived towards noon. 

From Tunisi the TB Cigno (C. C. Franti) exited which arrived at the group towards the 
17:00. 

Taken under tow from the Calliope, the Maestrale began difficult navigation with 
frequent breaches of cables, until, arrived on the scene the Vigoureux, both the units contributed 
to tow the damaged unit employing of the anchor chain rather than the cables. The Porto Cesareo 
replaced the Vigoureux towards 17:30. The TB Cigno, the TB Dezza and the Mp Cefalo escorted 
the convoy. The units entered Biserta between 07:30 and 08:00 of 11 January. 

The Maestrale was introduced into the basin for the verification of the hull and the highly 
summarized indispensable repairs in order to assure the return in Italy under tow, which happened 
at the end of January. 

As we have seen, the commander had attributed the cause of the event to a torpedo; such 
fact has taken place very often in other occasions of units that had hit mines, but in this of the 
Maestrale the dilemma "torpedo or mine" was the subject of arguments and very extended 
surveying, since the commander supported to along the thesis of the torpedoing and with 
arguments demonstrated and discriminating he confirmed from the highlight that could are made 
on the saved hull. In synthesis, the explosion had is taken place advanced to the line of the 
propellers axe door and sure against the rudder and relative appendixes; that would have 
authorized to exclude the hypothesis of the mine. Supermarina wanted to feel the opinion of the 
plans Committee Naval Weapons Services, which answered that also finding to the truth the 
conclusions to which logical and adherent it was reached by the commander of the Maestrale, the 
collision of a mine regulated to shallow depth could not be excluded in absolute way and that, in 
special but not impossible circumstances, it could have hit the hull to above of the axel of the 
propellers (dispatch n. 399 R P dated 3 February). 

Supermarina on 3 April 1943 with dispatch n. 10263 shut the issue declaring to have 
itself to think that the event was due to a mine, in how much from bulletins of the English 
Admiralty from the intelligences it turned out any activity of enemy submarines in the zone and 
relative time. 
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But today the several sources of post-war documentation confirm on surer bases much 
above (1). 

From the report of Commander C. F. Ferrini of the Corsaro: 

"\... my navigator shout from the nautical room to me: 

"commander, the Maestrale communicates - they have been torpedoed - turn yourself". 

Immediately I have ordered the tiller all right and ahead at the maximum force; but after a 
few seconds, when the unit had just begun the turn and the engines some of them still had not 
reached the maximum sailing point, was heard an explosion towards the center of the ship. They 
were at 20:12; the ship did not govern any more, the light had been extinguished and from the 
premises of the engines and some of the boilers dense columns of smoke and vapor were given 
off. All the officers and all the crew were noticed with calm and discipline at their places. 

"From the head Ensign.... I receive news on the conditions of the unit that appeared good. 
To the 2* commander I had given order to hold ready all means of rescue but to make sure 
himself personally that nobody was thrown into the sea because the ship floated well and many 
probabilities were had to save it.... 

"But a few minutes after at 20:15 they will have been - a second explosion, near the 
same zone of the hull, it has provoked the express sinking of the ship. The unit at first has been 
tilted violently on left disappearing into the sea with all those that were found on this side and 
among they the undersigned who was on the left wing of the bridge; then, when already it seemed 
that same in order to upset, without warning it has been straightened and it sink in two stumps, 
vertically.....". 


(1) It is logical that the commander of unit that has endured an underwater explosion 
thinks at once to a submarine attack and rules in consequence: hunting, launch of bombs, etc.; but 
remain of the impression to have been his ship a victim of a torpedo and of mine does not depend 
also on a psychological influence. In the torpedoing he has the impression to be protagonist of a 
clearly competitive war episode, that he does not happen in the case of the mine that is of an 
event attributed from who of is victim to fatality elements from which beyond every idea of fight. 
And since the combatant is spiritually reluctant to admit of being subject to the case, he is carried 
to rather appreciate an underwater explosion as due to an arm launched from the enemy with 
which he fights, than to he does not lay a inert trap, against which none his combative spirit can. 
He, really, prefers that he tells himself "has been torpedoed" rather than "has gone on the mines”. 
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".... The ship until the moment of the second explosion had been behaved very well and is 
convinced that if the second explosion had not happened we would be able to maintain it afloat.... 

"Can be that in approaching the right it has gone to run on a cluster of mines; however 
this maneuver has been advised to me from the obvious convenience not to turn to a ship that 
turned out to have been torpedoed without first to have carried out repressive work against the 
eventual submarine forward, turning to the maximum speed around to the stricken ship ". 

From the Corsaro were lost 187 men. The shipwrecked, in number of 48, they were 
retrieved in part from a seaplane of aid of the airport of Stagnoni (Marsala) and the remainder 
from some minesweeper of Pantelleria 


108) CORVETTE "PROCELLARIA" - TORPEDO BOAT "PRESTINARI" 


The corvette Procellaria left from Biserta at 04:30 of 31 January 1943 which escort of 
the DD Maestrale that, as we have seen to the previous paragraph, had been put in conditions for 
returning in Italy under tow. 

The Maestrale (C. V. Bedeschi) was towed from the TB Animoso (T. V. Cuzzi); the 
escort was formed from the corvettes Procellaria (T. V. Volpe) and Persefone (T. V. Lucciardi) 
respective to right and on the left at a distance of 1700 meters, by two German motor barges 
abreast, and from two torpedo boats, also abreast, of which but were joined with towing to the 
Maestrale for aid in the government of the route the Animoso, the Maestrale lacking a rudder. 

The weather was good; the speed was around to the 4-5 knots, given the conditions of the 
Maestrale. 

Towards 08:30 on the Procellaria the sonar revealed something: the commander thought 
to be a matter itself of submarine, exited of formation, turned, launch bombs; then he returned to 
his place. In his report he reported that as far as mines he felt himself "relatively calm" because 
two days before in an inverse sense had covered exactly the same route himself; in fact he had 
arrived at 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


Biserta in the afternoon of the 29", but could not know that during the previous night the 
Welshman had put down that obstruction (n. 6) on which soon the Procellaria would be ended. 

Towards 09:30 Commander Volpe, taken care of new echoes to the sonar, and newly 
thinking to a submarine, it repeats the previous maneuver; and when requests the Maestrale (unit 
of the senior commander in sea) if to persevere in the hunting, the answer to him was resume his 
place in formation and to keep attention because it was not from excluding the presence of mines. 
In fact also the sonar of the other units had indicated something. 

We can say that it was truly fortune that on the obstruction is lost only the Procellaria: in 
fact at 10:30 approximately, a water column, accompanied by an explosion, was raised just 
between Animos and the Maestrale. A mine had been caught by the towing chain, than naturally it 
was cut. 

As we have seen in the removal of the obstruction on which was lost the TB Chinotto 
(102 paragraph and appendix to the previous chapter) and as 1943 (mission was confirmed in 
occasion of the removal of the obstruction put down by the Rorqual n. 9 on 24 February) of 
which we will deal more below, the mines of these English obstructions came to find themselves 
at various depths. That one taken by the towing of the Maestrale had to be to such quota to leave 
to pass a DD, but evidently the curve of the towing reached one at greater depth. 

On the Procellaria while the indications of the sonar revealed more and more clearly the 
presence of mines and the corvette communicated to the Maestrale that felt mines in all the 
directions ". However the commander, examinee carefully the indications, believed to recognize a 
free zone of astern, and then he tried to maneuver with engines in reverse, in the hope to succeed 
to become unstrung from the mined field; but little moments after, at 11:19, a mine exploded to 
extreme stern. 

The conditions of the ship appeared at once serious, but not of immediate danger; the 
crew remained disciplined at their places. It was not passed half second when the hull hit another 
mine, and then the situation was aggravated quickly. The commander ordered to put in sea means 
of rescue and, soon after, to abandon the ship. 
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The commander of the Maestrale, just noticed the event, ordered to the motor barges to 
assist the Procellaria. The recovery of the shipwrecked was completed actively, and conducted 
with effectiveness, signaling again the positions of the same shipwrecked, an airplane that 
escorted the formation. 

23 men were lost. The commander had left the ship for the last time when this was by 
now in sure condition of sinking; practically a wreck - it did not emerge that the extreme prow - 
that however floated until 14:30. 

At Biserta Admiral Biancheri was informed of the event of the Procellaria a little after 
noon and when it turned out that the corvette still floated he thought that an analogous recovery to 
that one of the Maestrale would have been possible. But since a tug would not be reached before 
the sunset and had to hold account of the lee-way of the wreckage towards the East or SE (and in 
this direction were our obstructions X 2 and X 3) decided to send the TB Prestinari for which 
there was already order of Supermarina for the transfer to Palermo. Of it he ordered therefore the 
sortie specifying that it would have had to continue for Palermo in case it had not found the 
Procellaria. 

The Prestinari sailed at 15:30 - it still did not know that the Procellaria already was sunk 
- and gradually increased the speed until to 25 knots. At 17:31, in proximity of the point where 
the Procellaria was sunk, hit aft against a mine. 

Stated the gravity of the situation commander (T. V. Caletti) assembled the crew towards 
the bow ordering to put in sea means of rescue, and subsequently to abandon the ship. There was 
however time to launch a signal for aid and to destroy to the secret documents. 

Admiral Biancheri made to leave at once three ASW motor patrol vessels, but the 
shipwrecked were only to finds the following morning, 1 February. That induced to think wrong 
the position was indicated in the signal aid of the Prestinari (Lat. 37° 20' long. 10° 27'); but, if the 
positions of the enemy obstructions are exact, it must convene that the torpedo boat ran into 
obstruction (n. 6) of the Welshman on which ended the Procellaria. The doubt remains on the 
issue of the lee-way, but it cannot be excluded that it has been an occasional compensation of 
wind and current, 
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for which lee-way towards the east, in those hours, not it has been. 
From the Prestinari 54 men were lost. 


109) NAVAL DESTROYER "SAETTA" - TORPEDO BOAT "URAGANO" 


The morning of 3 February 1943 deported from Diserta the German tanker Thorsheimer 
directed to Naples with a escort constituted therefore of the: TB Monsone (C. F. Perucca) ahead, 
distance approximately 1500 meters; to right the TB Uragano (C. C. Zamboni) and the DD Saetta 
(C.C. Picchio); on the left the TB Sirio (C. V. Tagliamonte senior officer at sea) and the TB Clio 
(T. V. Drambilla). Interval between the columns meters 300. The TB Monsone lead navigation. 
Uragano and Monsone were equipped of sonar; but the sea was very agitated from a north-west 
wind and the strong roll remarkably compromised the good operation of the apparatuses. 

At 09:38, soon after that the formation had changed route, from North in direction of 
Marettimo, lat. 37° 35' - long. 10° 37', the Uragano hit a mine and the explosion removed part of 
the stern. 

"Ordering the Saetta and Clio to tell the report to the Sirio - lend attendance to the 
Uragqno. The Saetta, that it must have diminished remarkably of speed, begins to turn decidedly 
on the left with the obvious intention passing to the rear of the tanker (1) and he communicated 
that being the ship was drawing more he does not know which attendance can give to the 
Uragano. In the meantime a notice arrived by ultrashort wave (that at the arrival in port I have 
only been able to know to have been made from the Monsone) that it says "I think of being a 
more on the left". My feeling, because of the left of the Uragano, is instead of being to the right 
and therefore, seeing the Monsone to come the right, I order it to govern a new in route, less than 
echoes than mines. 

"At 09:48, while the Saetta is in order to always reach nearly in the wake of the Clio, 
with bow nearly normal to the director of 


(1) According to the deposition of T.V. Traverso, 2” officier of the Saetta, the 
commander made present that it was the unit that it drawing more, but it was prepared to execute 
the order 
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march, a most violent explosion literally breaks it in two. The two stumps they were raised up and 
they are slipped then quickly into the water. After approximately the 50 seconds units 
disappeared. 

"At 09:51 I order to the Clio to retrieve the shipwrecked with the boats, without to move 
itself from the point in which it is found. From the examination of the relationship of navigation 
of the Clio, for how much on the blotter of the ultra-short wave of the Sirio there is received, it 
would turn out that such signal has not been received. Later on but I reflect that the unit, given the 
sea and the wind, it does not have the safety of being able itself to maintain on the place and that 
with the boat, because of the sea, is not absolutely possible to make null. Therefore at 10:00 I 
order to the Clio to follow to me exactly in the wake. 

"At 10:55 [inform Supermarina that because of the wind and of the sea no unit can lend 
attendance to the shipwrecked and to the TB Uragano. 

"At 10:05 I inform Supermarina of the most critical situation of the TB Uragano with 
which they are in radio contact with and prompt Diserta for the dispatch the means of aid. 

"From signals exchanged them with the Uragano..... draws the certainty, to confirmation 
of the impressions already brought back in the frequent contacts had with commander Zamboni, 
that he until the last one has maintained the calm unchanged and that his particular dowries of 
force of mind and serene spirit of sacrifice have infused his unit...:.. ". 

The conditions of the sea already did not concur the putting in sea of modest means of 
rescue, for the few sailors, of which our torpedo boats were equipped. All the boats put in sea 
from the Uragano upset. The permanence of unit in the nearness of the torpedo boat that could 
derive towards our obstructions turned out extremely dangerous. 

Supermarina at 13:04 ordered to the Sirio to continue navigation with all the torpedo 
boats. 
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Admiral Biancheri at 16:20 sent from La Goletta the tug Ciclope, unit that for its draft 
and insufficient speed little was adapted to arrive with the necessary urgency the place of the 
event. At midnight the Supermarina then had ordered them to return to port because the much 
conditions of the sea had gotten worse. 

The Uragano sank in the first hours of the afternoon of the same day 3 February. 

In the succeeding days, improved the conditions of the weather, airplane, MAS, vedette, 
motor barges and small hospital ships sent from Biserta, Tunisi, Trapani, and from Pantelleria, 
proceeded with the recovery of the shipwrecked. 

The losses were high: 

- from the Uragano: 9 officers, 13 non-commissioned officers, 92 chief petty officers and 
common sailors 

- from the Saetta: 7 officers, 30 non-commissioned officers, 133 chief petty officers and 
common sailors 


110) TORPEDO BOAT " CICLONE " - STEAMBOATS "ESTIER" and "BALZAC" 


Still one fatal chronological coincidence: this time on the obstruction put down from the 
Abdiel on 4 March 1943 (n. 11). Two days later it was ran into by our convoy with loss of one 
torpedo boat and a cargo vessel. 

But another fatality of other kind verification: the Abdiel put down obstruction very close 
to our X 2 and X 3 and just to the east of X 3 and North of X 2. Between the southern extremity 
of X 3 and that northern one of X 2 are one passage of four miles and means through which the 
route passes that has been prescribed as route of safety to the convoy, that is true course 199° 
with prow still on island of Zembra, distant twenty miles from the aforesaid passage (sees map). 

In order to pilot the convoy on that route from Biserta had been sent the TB Ciclone (C. 
c. Di Paola) that encounter to the same convoy with opposite route had to go, that is 19° with the 
island of Zembra exactly astern. The union with the convoy had to happen to North of the passage 
between ours two obstructions. Given the short distance from the island to the meeting point, 
leaving 
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from a position very determined, the TB Ciclone constituted a sure pilotage. It left from Biserta at 
06:20 of 7 March 1943. 

The convoy came from Naples and its vicissitudes wide are narrated in volume VIII (the 
defense of the traffic with the North Africa - page 213). It had left composed of 3 cargo vessels 
and 5 torpedo boats of escort; an attack of bombers the morning 7 of March had caused the 
sinking of one of the cargo vessels; therefore, detachment of 3 torpedo boats for the attendance, 
the units that could continue in order to go encounter to the TB Ciclone were two torpedo boats 
and two cargo vessels, that they proceeded online of row, speed 9 knots approximately, in the 
following order: 

TB Groppo (C. C. Farina, leader of the escorts) - Tp Cigno (C. C. Maccaferri) - MS 
Balzac — SS. Estier (both Germans ex French). 

At 12:25 the convoy caught up to the TB Ciclone that was already, to slow motion, on the 
route 199°, prow on Zembra. Undoubtedly, in going encounter to the convoy, had succeeded to 
exceed undamaged the enemy obstruction. Commander Farina ordered them to take the rear to 
the convoy and assumed the direct conduct of navigation. The speed had been reduced to 6 knots 

"At 12:32 - the report of the said Commander Farina - on the SS. Henry Estier an 
explosion happens; soon after the steamboat caught fire and sinks. At first doubt if is thought 
mine or torpedo is the cause; there had not been sighted some wake of torpedo, but another part 
the steamboat was exactly online of row with the torpedo boats, that it made to seem improbable 
to be a matter of a mine. In the doubt of cause is communicated to the TB Ciclone to assist the 
shipwrecked with the motorboat 

"At 12:40 are attacked by 4 formations of aircraft at high altitude type "Liberator" that 
come from different directions and that they begin to uncouple very many bombs that fall nearest 
the convoy before being sighted from aboard. As soon as it is sighted the airplane the fire with the 
guns is begun. The Cigno inverts the route for thinning out of the formation. It remains in the 
vicinity of the SS Balzac. 

"At 12:42 The SS. Balzac is hit by several bombs explodes and disappears quickly. The 
launch of groups of bombs turned to the escort unit is followed. It is succeeded to avoid the 
bombs. 
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with a maneuver. It is ordered to Ciclone and Cigno to save the shipwrecked. The route is 
inverted in order to help in the rescue 

"At 13:10 on the stern of the TB Ciclone notes a water column. It is presumed the 
explosion of a mine, the Cigno such confirmations the hypotheses 

"At 13:51 another explosion on the stern of the Ciclone that is thought by now finished. 
Others noticed subsequently two explosions in the area. Given to the assessed presence of 
immense enemy minefield renunciation to giving attendance with the torpedo boats, it is ordered 
to Cigno to follow to us and it is demanded of Diserta to send the fast means of rescue. I head to 
the North of Zembra where I wait in attendance of orders from Supermarina and the demands 
means of rescue from Diserta. Having the radio damaged, communicates to the Cigno to inform 
Supermarina”. 

And now from the report of the commander of the TB Ciclone: 

"At 13:09 the Groppo asks me if I think that the SS. Estier has also been hit from bombs. 
In that precise moment, walking the Ciclone to slowest way (3 + 4 knots) hears an explosion to 
stern, than cause a remarkable shock movement of the ship. I know instinctively with clarity that 
the outbreak has been caused by a mine... 

"At 13:30 (approximately) they are made to return aboard the unharmed men and 
wounded thrown into the sea from the explosion. It is made to collect the remained unharmed 
crew and not having specific assignments, in the castle to the right... The Y branch is prepared for 
forward towing. The TB Groppo and Cigno directs towards the South going away from the zone. 
In spite of the water ways, I have the impression that the ship can still float a long time... 

"At 13:50 (approximately) happens the explosion of another mine to stern. The projection 
of slivers cause still more wounded. In the stern engine room still increases more the water 
entering from the axels and from the watertight bulkhead. Probable via of water also under the 
hull. The ship is mainly tail-heavy and still lists on the left. I have the impression that it can sink 
from one moment to the other. 

"From the castle looks clearly, at a distance of five or six meters from the edge, to a depth 
of 3 + 4 meters, a mine with 
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following characteristic: a central disk with a diameter of approximately 10 cm slightly elevated 
above from the surface of the mine; they are not noticed hitting. The state of conservation of the 
mine is optimal: no trace of oxidation and vegetation on its surface. 

"At 14:05, previewing another explosion any moment to the other, I order to abandon 
ship. The abandonment is executed with order and principle calm. Carrying in the motor launch 
the paper of navigation and some collected and other nautical papers, the r t. and of navigation 
blotters, the cassette of the secrets existing on the bridge, the folder of containing war all the 
useful news to navigation, the checks sheet of the accounting of the month of February. The paper 
"Mirafiori" (obstructions of the Channel of Sicily) is burnt. 

"From 14:30 to 17:30, with the motor launch, sweep all the zone of the disaster collecting 
the shipwrecked; subsequently with the same boat returned and collected to thousand meters 
approximately from the Ciclone all the rafts and the boats with their shipwrecked. 

"At 17:00 approximately alights to two or three thousand meters towards the South in 
vicinity of two boats left in sea from the Cigno a Cant Z 506 bis flying boat that leaves again after 
a score of minutes. 

"At 18:30 arrive from Diserta two MAS and one torpedo boat under the command of 
Lieutenant Commander Ghittoni. I make to embark on those units the wounded and the 
shipwrecked and he communicates to the foretold superior official that rest with the motor launch 
with the 2™ official in and eight skillful men in vicinity of the Ciclone in attended of means of aid 
in order to try towing it. Commander Ghittoni puts at my disposition MAS 554 on which I take 
on boarding nine men. 

"From the point supplied to me from the MAS I find that the Ciclone is drifting towards 
the SE of five or six miles. 

"19:00 Hours - the wind that previously blew from the Maestro changes to Sirocco 

"22:00 Hours - the wind blows already more strongly from Sirocco and the sea is in 
worsening....”. 
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At 02:00 of the 8" conditions of the sea they had become indefensible for the MAS and 
the commander Di Paola directed for Diserta counting to meet eventually means of aid and to go 
on board one of them. But he did not meet anybody. The TB Groppo and Cigno, being nearer 
Tunisia, had leaned that Marine Command and somewhat had stopped in the roadstead of Tunis; 
before the dawn they moved of new to the search of the TB Ciclone that in the meantime was 
much drifting towards the North. From Tunis there sailed two minesweeper, from Diserta a tug. 
Towards 10:30 the Groppo was close to the Ciclone in order to take under tow; he was also 
arriving on the scene Commander Di Paola with the torpedo boat; it tried to go aboard with his 
men, but the conditions of the sea and the order in which the torpedo boat was found, by now 
next to the sinking, to him it did not render it possible. 

At 13:25 the TB Ciclone, after a vain attempt of towing from part of the TB Groppo, sank 
prow up, in lat 37° 40' - long. 10° 59’. 

15 men were lost. 


111) NAVAL DESTROYER "MALOCELLO" AND " ASCARI" 


On the evening 23 of March the DD Malocello (C. P. Rossi) and Pancaldo (C. P. Raffai) 
departed from Pozzuoli directed to Tunisia with German Officers and troop aboard approximately 
350 men per ship). 

Soon after they were joined by the DDs Camicia Nera (C. P. Tabucchi) coming from 
Gaeta and at dawn of the 24" the DD Ascari (C. P. Gerini) also joined the formation coming 
from Palermo; also these other two DDs also carried German troops. The route with which the 
units had to land was not the same one of that we have seen for the case of the TB Ciclone, 
because instead passing between our obstructions X 2 and X 3 with direction on Zembra passed 
between the X 2 and S 73 with direction on Zembretta (Route 201°). 

In the exposure of the facts we adhere ourselves in maximum part to the report of inquiry 
of A. D. Accorretti, commander of the 9" Division that delivered it on 21 May 1943 

"At 06:44 was stopped temporary the zigzagging for being able to execute the 
approached, and the formation assumed a route of 201° 
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"At 07:05 and 07:25 were sighted respectively two groups of units on 160° left bearing 
and the distance approximately 12,000 and 15,000 meters. To the sight of the first group the 
Malocello ordered for the duration of 5 minutes combat post, but then it was cleared that it was be 
a matter of two convoys coming from Tunisia 

"At 07:28, to approximately 28 miles to North of Cape Don, the Malocello, hit on the 
right side from underwater attack, was stopped listing on the right. The DD made the signal 
"mine to the right", remaining the three units turned on the left. After short time the Ascari 
ordered the Pancaldo and the Camicia Nera to continue for Tunis and directed to give attendance 
to the Malocello. Although there was sea the 3 + 4 from sirocco the Ascari succeeded with clear 
maneuver to place itself side by side on the left of the unit hit with the intention to take aboard the 
people that were not necessary on the Malocello. 

"Soon after the sighting apparatus of the torpedo ("T.A.G.") of the Ascari (1) it gave 
indication of "mine on the left" and then the commander of the Ascari ordered the cutting of 
cables and put to all force ahead, completing a wide turn on the left and launch eight depth 
charges. 

"While the Ascari turned in order to place side by side themselves newly to the Malocello 
she verified a strong explosion and the DD had completely removed the bow until the height of 
the breakwater. The unit resisted well and only bow heavy slightly. 

"08:30 Hours - In this meantime the Malocello that, hit an hour before, had resisted until 
then enough well, broke into two parts that sank. The Ascari, in spite of the precarious conditions 
in which it found itself, sent the only boat (with damage received during the putting in sea) to 
save the shipwrecked of the Malocello and in order very five hours the staff of said boat labored 
tireless in the work of rescue. 

"At 13:00 approximately, while Commander Gerini, maneuvering in backward march, 
tried to reach some rafts with shipwrecked, took place a second explosion that destroyed the stern 


(1) Apparatus of German realization for a short time arranged on some of our ships. 
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until the officers quarters; however the DD continued to float and the Commander did not have 
the impression that it was imminent danger. Then at 13:20 approximately, after a third explosion 
to the height of the bridge, the Ascari also sank 

"The shipwrecked of the two ships, with sea force 4 + 5, in a zone covered in naphtha, 
were aids in the greater part from two MAS of Biserta and some from MAS of Pantelleria”. 

The losses were important: 199 men of the Malocello, among which all the officers; 194 
of the Ascari and 550 Germans. 

From the examination of the facts and the relative circumstances to the conduct of the 
navigation the impression that at the moment of event of the Malocello the formation was 
swerved of some miles towards the west and that was had because of this swerve ran into the 
same obstruction on which they were lost, seventeen days before, the TB Ciclone and the SS 
Estier and that it had not been possible to dredge for a deficiency of minesweepers (it must keep 
in mind who be a matter itself of ocean sweep); today we can consider equally - if - not more 
probable that twofold the event has happened on the other obstruction eight miles more to the 
North (n. 12) that the Abdiel had put down in the night 7-8 March, that is, practically, soon after 
the sinking of the TB Ciclone and the SS Estier. 

The Ascari was truly "hard to kill", as found the successive special Commission of 
inquiry for all the lost units; they wanted three mines for us, and such fact demonstrates the 
optimal construction and as the ship had to be in perfect order as for material, beyond to the 
optimal training of the officers and crew, which made all those that they had to make. 

We want now to bring back some of the final considerations and conclusions of the 
inquiry of Admiral Accorretti: 

"Given to the extraordinary cargo of men (approximately 30 tons) the wind and the high 
sea that came from the east-sirocco, the hypothesis of remarkable lee-way towards the west that is 
on the right of the route, can be explained, for units that had navigated the entire night 


zigzagging". 
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"There was a signaling of mines from the T.A.G. apparatus of the Ascari, in the moment 
in which this had been placed side by side to the Malocello; but with high sea, as it was in that 
moment, not some error can be excluded". 

".... It is not my understanding to move critical to the acts of who had to decide in truly 
dramatic circumstances. In, particular the relative hypotheses to the differences between routes 
estimated and those effectively continuations are based on elements that could not be to 
acquaintance of the Commander of the squadron and if I add to now some considerations is 
because I think right to collect all those elements that can be successfully useful. 

"In the moment of the event of the Malocello, as it turns out from signals exchanged 
between the Ascari, Pancaldo and Camicia Nera, have taken place a moment of indecision, 
which had evidently to the circumstance that the units had to gather in navigation coming from 
various localities and therefore the commanders could not have had any exchange of 
understandings. Some commanders did not know who were boarded on the Malocello and who 
was the commander of the Pancaldo. Commander Compiva Gerini for the first time on a mission 
of the sort”. 

With these last considerations we enter in the argument of the most difficult situation in 
which the our unit they were forced to operate; situation that we know in order to have some 
narrating already dealing with the vicissitudes of the last obstructions offensives. We limit now to 
remember the impossibility to execute a systematic dredging and omit to consider also the 
impossibility to execute attending aerial explorations, since in that season and that zone moved or 
churned or the always high sea did not allow to find from the airplane presence of berthed mines. 
On purpose of sweeping we must also say that Supermarina since November 1942 had decided to 
have removed obstructions X 2 and X 3 for having freer field in the allocation of the routes; still 
in January 1943 it sped up the Commander of Biserta: specifying that had the sweeping of X 3 
and before then X 2. But for ocean sweep they were not available at Biserta that two minesweeper 
German. 
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With the Malocello and with the Ascari the series of the important losses for enemy 
mines in the corridor of the "route of death" is closed. 

And in order to close this second part of the chapter the following considerations of the 
special Investigating committee seems very relevant: 

".... The painful event has for background the created particularly difficult conditions 
when it was attempted at all costs to feed our resistance in Tunisia; and the grip of the enemy, the 
urgency, the pressures sometimes unadvised of the ally, the necessity to resort, in the prescription 
of routes, to refolds and shrewdness for how much dangerous, and the same physical wearing 
down of the crew, especially those onboard, were such to render the operation of the complicated 
marine and naval organism that also had already given to many tests in the explication of the 
various services, in land and sea, organizational and acts, of full regularity and somewhat 
precarious efficiency". 

These considerations, we repeat, we have to them intentional to closing of the chapter; 
and that because it seems that they can here be extended to all the other previous cases narrated to 
you. 


112) DISCOVERY AND REMOVAL OF THE ENEMY OBSTRUCTION TO THE SOUTH OF 
MARETTIMO 


If after twofold event of 24 March no other remarkable losses were had, are pure in part, 
to the fortunate circumstance of uncovered possession, on 28 February 1943, the obstruction that 
the Smg Rorqual had put down four days before (table n. 7, mission n. 9) just on one of the safe 
routes whose surveillance was of competence of the Commander of the Fortress of Trapani. 

The obstruction - according to news of English Navy - was composed of 50 mines; 42 
were characterized some, and the successive dredging of control assessed that none of them were 
there. It is permissible that the others eight have gone to the drift (found in fact in the empty line 
of approximately m. 600). But this operation of recovery demanded 37 days of time, of which 14 
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inactive because of the agitated sea; it was completed that is on 6 April 1943, then the control 
dredging demanded others 23 days, until the 29 April. 

For the ascertainments that could be made are interesting to reassume the course of the 
operation of recovery of the obstruction, following the report of the commander of the 18" 
Minesweeper squadron, T. V. Banicich. 

On 28 February 1943, while with three units which executed the dredging of the route of 
safety passing between Marettimo and Favignana, using apparatuses to trawl with six 
components, stated the presence of a mine in the apparatus; the squadron directed under the island 
of Marettimo in order to make to them emerge. During the towing, because of the resistance of 
the anchors of the mines on the bottom, the trawlers were torn and two mines came to the surface. 
Assessed that one be a matter of a mine of type unknown the crew aboard, and therefore enemy, it 
was decided to sink them with the machine-gun. 

The Commander of the flotilla, informed by r.t-f., arranged for the following day the 
dispatch of other units and another officer in order to allow to the removal of other mines 
eventually discovered. On 1 March the dredging were executed with 5 units and divergent 
apparatuses; and a mine, sighted, came made to sink not being able to be retrieved because of the 
increasingly agitated sea. Soon after by him three others were sighted, emerging; in proximity of 
one of them the presence of a false periscope of submarine was stated, probably moored on 
another mine. 

On 4 March reached from Rome Major A. N. Viola which although the agitated sea did 
not allow the emerging arms and gave to the exhausting crews of the squadron elucidations on the 
operation and the way of disarming. It was cleared that type "Mark 16" was be a matter of 
English mines, modified, with the added of two command boxes from two electrical clocks for 
the scuttling ("flooder", see paragraph 106). 

The mine retrieved by Major Viola had still 32 days and 23 hours of time; therefore more 
or less all the others retrieved. 

The removal work was then executed characterizing by means of a small buoy the 
position of every torpedo in order cut, one or two at a time, passing laterally or between the two 
with 
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a R.D. the depth the mines, controlled with the sounds, varied from a maximum of 3.60 m. to a 
minimum of 2.50 m., some were emerging, right under the surface of the water. All the work of 
buoying and cutting often was prevented from the conditions of the always agitated sea and from 
the strong currents that rendered much the work of the boats arduous. 

In total they came characterized 42 weapons and exactly: 

34 deactivated and retrieved; 

1 emerging deactivated and not retrieved because carried away by the sea; 

2 scuttled having the sea carried away the buoys; 

1 deactivated on the beach of Marettimo; 

1 exploded during the cutting; 

3 sunk with machine-gun. 

They also were retrieved 3 anchor undercarriages. 
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CHAPTER XXVII 


ENGLISH MAGNETIC MINES DROPPED FROM AIRCRAFT 


113 - Movements and intensity of the offensive in the various fields according to the 
phase of the conflict - North Africa 

114 - The other areas: East Africa - Greece - Aegean - La Spezia - Sardinia 

TABLE N. 7 - Magnetic mines launched from English aircraft on ports, anchorages and 
accesses 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


494 
Blank 


21/04/2017 
USMM18 


113) MOVEMENTS AND INTENSITY OF THE OFFENSIVE IN THE VARIOUS FIELDS 
ACCORDING TO THE PHASE OF THE CONFLICT. - NORTH AFRICA 


As we have said at the start of chapter XXV, the 972 magnetic mines launched from 
aircraft into waters of our ports, anchorages and accesses, were all bottom mines, and the launch 
of they was carried out nearly always at the same time to incursions of bombers, and always by 
night. 

On table n. 10 indicate the number of mines launched on the various localities, distributed 
for area and months, from August 1940 to June 1943. 

But so that such table does not remain only a barren statistics, it convene to comment 
holding present the several phases of the conflict and the intensity of this offensive with the 
magnetic mines in the various fields. 

Enough a glance to the columns and the density of the numbers in order to find at once 
that the struck field more was that one of the North Africa; more intensely struck in the year 
1942, and that probably for the contingent circumstances and the importance of not only 
objectives, but also because of those magnetic bottom mines, whose first employment had taken 
place some months after the beginning of the conflict, it had in greater availability. And we see 
the number of such mines launch on each locality: 

Bengasi 249 

Tobruk 193 

Tripoli 142 

Marsa Matruh 62 
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Speccuio N. 10 
MINE MAGNETICHE LANCIATE DA AEREI INGLESI SU PORTI, ANCORAGGI E ACCESSI (IN TOTALE 972) 
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Buerat 11 

Misurata 7 

Zuara 6 

Homs 6 

Sollum 2 

a total of 678 mines: little less then 70% of the general total. 

Tripoli, from December 1940 to April 1942, is a objective pursued with nearly uniform 
continuity; but from September to December 1941 the launch are intensified: in the period of the 
"battle of the convoys” more unfavorable for us and that is concluded with the withdraw 
maneuvered of our land forces until to El Agheila. 

Then over turned by our counter-offensive, during which our forces reconquered Bengasi 
and they are pushed until to Ain el Gazala; and here that the preferred objective becomes 
Bengasi, with 215 mines from February to June 1942. 

Returned Tobruk to our possession, this becomes, in place of Bengasi, main objective: 
183 mines from June to October 1942. 

During the advance of our land forces until to El Alamein the Italian Navy small base had 
organized a auxiliary corps, of small units, to Marsa Matruh; also this locality becomes objective 
and receives 62 mines, from the July to September 1942. And Sollum, than also was lend to 
modest but useful harbor operations, its small part receives. 

It is important to notice as the offensive June - October on Tobruk, Sollum and Marsa 
Matruh - 247 mines - is more intense than that February-June on Bengasi - 215 mines. That is 
explained also with the fact that in that according to period comes employs "Liberator" type 
aircraft- Americans but with English crews - which carries, like no other type before this, 6 mines 
each. 

It follows finally definitive withdrawn ours as a result of the English offensive begun 24 
October 1942. 

The launch of the magnetic mines is moved towards the Tripolitania: on Buerat, 
Misurata, Tripoli, with 58 mines between November and December 1942; but at the same time 
the offensive extends 
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to Tunisia, by now occupied from the forces of the Axis. First it objects are Biserta and La 
Goletta - 35 mines in November 1942 - then the offensive comes extended to Susa and the zone 
of the islands (or sand banks) Kerkennah, and this last one receives 36 mines between January 
and February 1943, that is in the more critical phase of the withdraw from Tripolitania. 


114) THE OTHER FIELDS: MOGADISHU - GREECE, AEGEAN - LA SPEZIA - SARDINIA 


a) Mogadishu: Difficult to explain those 5 mines, of whose launch we know also the 
exact date: 2 February 1941, and that it was executed from airplane of the CV Formidable. 

Mogadishu had least marine military importance; of it more Chisimaio had a lot, where in 
that day 2 February, ten days from when the troops of General Cunningham they had passed the 
Kenya-Somalia border, found several cargo vessels that they were prepared to leave, being 
already previewed clears it of the Base (sees volume X "the operations in East Africa them", 
Chapter X). To Mogadishu, in such circumstance, they were starts only two tugs and four large 
motorboats, and all arrived regularly. 

b) Greece, Aegean: In August 1941 Corinto received 8 mines. It endured two aerial 
bombings, one the night 8-9 August, the other the night 13-14, this last particularly violent, a lot 
that the a.a. defense reached nearly the complete exhaustion of ammunitions. In truth in that 
August 1941 the traffic in the Greece - Aegean area reached one of the lowest volumes; but there 
were two trips of tankers for Rumanian naphtha transport from the Black Sea, and is much 
probable one that this particular traffic was considered a very important objective. The same one 
can be said in the cares of the 22 mines launched between January and February 1943 at 
Heraclion (Crete) and of the 10 in the Channel of Euripo. On this last locality acted Americans 
"Marander" aircraft with 2 mines each. 

c) La Spezia: The 4 mines of February 1941 on La Spezia were launch the morning of the 
9" in occasion of the naval bombardment executed on Genoa the same day from "Force H" 
(Somerville Admiral). 
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We bring back from volume IV "the naval actions”: 

"At 05:00 of the 9" the CV Ark Royal, escorted by the DDs Duncan, Isis and Encounter, 
had maneuver freedom in order to carry itself with its airplane to bomb Livorno and to mine the 
accesses to the anchorage of La Spezia" 

A little after 06:00 the Ark Royal in a point situated to 70 miles from Livorno and as 
many from La Spezia launch in flight 14 Swordfish, each armed with 4 bombs of 250 pounds and 
16 incendiaries, besides the others 4 with the magnetic mines”. 

The most intense one was the offensive on La Spezia in April 1943. Main the Naval 
Forces were found from 6 December 1942; they had been at first transferred from Taranto to 
Naples when the Anglos-American invaded Algeria; but after a most violent aerial bombing on 
Naples of 4 December, was at once transferred to La Spezia in order not to hold uselessly 
exposed to the attacks of coming from the aircraft of Malta. 

As it is said in cited volume IV little indeed, the transfer could give the impression of a 
renunciation to operate; but therefore it was not. La Spezia in fact is nearer than Naples to all 
coastal strip comprised between Algeria and the Strait of Gibraltar; and therefore, being then on 
the Algerian coasts main the command post, the provision was test under all the points of view. 

Then the usefulness of the provision then was frustrated from the increase of potential 
enemy attack. After two incursions on La Spezia in February 1943, than they did not cause 
serious damages, and after a stasis for all March, of they were two, the nights of 14 and 19 April, 
along and most violent, that they caused the most serious damages to the land works especially to 
the Arsenal, they sank the DD Alpino and they caused damages to the BB Littorio and the DD 
Gioberti. 

During these incursions were launched 60 magnetic mines; the aircraft came from 
England and were of the Lancaster type "," heavy bombers and able to carry 6 mines each. 

d) Cagliari endured an aerial bombing on the airport of Elmas the night of 2 August 1940 
while some other aircraft at a low altitude flew over the before zone the port; the launch of mines 
from, part of them was noticed. In port there were no unit of the main Forces, by it was previewed 
the movements with Cagliari as destination. 

The airplane came from the CV Ark Royal. 
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ALLIED AND NEUTRAL SHIPS 
SUNK OR GRAVELY DAMAGED 
ON OBSTRUCTIONS OF MINES 
PUT DOWN BY ITALIAN SHIPS 
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DATE TYPE | NATION SUNK TSL. | DAMAGED |_ TSL FIELD 
11.06.1940 SS GR Zinovia 2,975 1AN 
11.06 SS GR Makis 3,546 1AN 
23.08 DD GB Hostile 1,340 5 AN bis 
15.09 SS FR Cap 8,009 WIS. 
Tonrane Pietro 
15.09 SS FR Cassidaigne | 1,417 WIS. 
Pietro 
15.09 SS FR Ginette le 1,619 WIS. 
Bogne Pietro 
28.09 SS SP Monte 4,291 S. Cagliari 
Moncayo 
10.10 DD GB Imperial 1,370 M3 
22.12 DD GB Hyperion 1,340 4AN 
10.01.1941 DD GB Gallant 1,335 7 AN 
27.04 SS FR S.N.A.7 2,679 S11 
2.05 Sub GB USK 540 S11 
2.05 SS GB Parracombe | 4,702 S ll 
9.05 SS GB Empire 9,228 Sl1l 
Song 
9.06 SS SP Jesus 988 Largo 
Antonio Imperia 
11.06 SS SP Sabina 2,421 Largo 
Imperia 
26.06 SS SP Felice 300 G. Genova 
Crespi 
13.08 Sub GB P32 545 T 
22.08 MS GB Durham 10,893 WwW 
Pantelleria 
23.08 ? Sub GB P33 545 Largo 
Tripoli 
27.10? Sub GB Tetrarch 1,090 S 31/8 32 
? 
19.12 CL GB Neptune 7,175 T 
19.12 DD GB Kandahar 1,690 T 
19.12 CL GB Aurora 5,270 T 
19.12 CL GB Penelope 5,270 T 
17.09.1942 | Sub GB Talisman 1,090 S SI/S 52 
9 
25.11? Sub GB Utmost 540 Largo 
Biserta ? 
15.12? Sub GB Traveller 1,090 G. Taranto 
12.03.1943 Sub GB Tigris 1,090 X2? 
14.03 ? Sub GB Turbolent 1,090 La 
Maddalena 
26.03 SS GB Beckenham | 4,636 Largo 
Tripoli 
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DATE | TYPE NATION | SUNK TSL. DAMAGED | TSL FIELD 

18.04 Sub GB Regent 1,475 Largo 
Monopoli 

2.05 MTB. GB MTB311 | 45 S 91/8 92 

12.05 Minesweeper | GB MMS 89 | 165 89? 

14.05 MI. GB HDML 46 $9? 

1154 

20.05 Minesweeper | GB Fantome | 850 Capo 
Bon 

30.05 Msb USA LCT 28 112 89? 

26.06 MTB GB MGB643 90 1AN? 

26.06 MTB GB MGB 90 1AN? 

644 

28.06 Salv. USA Redwing | 1,180 $92? 

18.07 sc USA PC 562 280 N.E. 
Trapani 

1.08 ? Sub GB Parthian | 1,475 Largo 
Brindisi 

3.08 Tkr USA Yankee 8,046 C. Bon 

Arrow 
31.08 Msb USA LCT 154 | 112 S71 
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C.V.Muller, 57 
Mussolini,374 
Cap. Navetta, 336, 340 
C.C. Nervi, 439, 454, 455, 464, 467 
C. V. Nichol, 237 
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C.V. O'Connor, 236 














T.V. Oliva, 244 
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Tp Abba, 305, 350 

Pm Abdiel, 442/445, 456, 472, 482, 488 
Na Adriatico, 33, 65, 86, 89, 93 

Tp Airone, 33, 89, 112 

Inc Ajax, 238 

Pm Albona, 34 

Tp Alcione, 33, 109, 113, 128/136 

Tp Aldebaran, 33, 120, 439, 458/ 460 
Ct Alpino, 140, 304, 385, 396/ 398, 499 
Tp Altair, 89, 109/111, 113, 128/ 136, 
141,439, 458/461 

Mn Amba Aradam, 457 

Tp Andromeda, 33, 113 

Tp Animoso, 477, 478 

Pfo Annarella, 456 

Tp Antares, 122 

Pm Aphis, 442 

Tp Aretusa, 33, 113, 128/136, 141 

Tp Ariel, 33, 112, 128/136, 141 

Npa Ark Royal, 499 

Cv Artemide, 382, 384 

Ct Ascari, 269/271, 322, 324, 
344,346,349,35 1,356,357, 363, 364, 
366/368, 376/385, 
387,388,399,445,449,469, 472, 486/490 
Pm Aspromonte, 65, 75, 261, 262, 264, 265, 
301 

Sm Atropo, 400 

Inc Attendolo, 69, 72, 73, 171, 177, 184, 
187, 188, 221/223, 225, 226, 231, 251/254, 
257/ 259, 302,320 

Inc Attilio Regolo, 321, 344/346, 349/351 
Inc Aurora, 236 


Ct Aviere, 239, 269, 270, 304, 377 

Pm Azio, 34 

Mp B 83, 149, 150 

Nb Bahram, 217,220,304 

Mn Balzac, 469, 482,483 

Inc Bande Nere, 72, 219, 226, 230/232, 234, 
235, 254, 257/ 260, 303, 304 

Inc Bari,201 

Na Barletta, 34, 35, 66/68, 72, 73, 356, 
359/363, 418, 421, 422, 425,459, 461, 471 
Ct Bersagliere, 348 

Inc Bolzano, 320 

Ct Bombardiere, 379,385 

Sm Bragadino, 401 

Pm Brandenburg, 417, 420,421, 
425,426,428, 429, 434 

Na Brindisi, 72, 73, 456, 457 

Na Brioni, 33, 89 

Pm Buccari, 84/86, 89, 93, 109, 111, 113, 
118, 119,121,123, 321,420,425, 426 

Na Buffoluto, 32,420,422,425, 426 

Pm Bulgaria, 421,422,425 

Inc Cadoma, 85, 97, 98, 101/107, 
140,303,417,421,425 

Pfo Caffaro, 451,452 

Tp Cairoli, 439, 444,447 , 451,452 

Tp Calipso, 105/107, 140, 439, 444, 447, 
450, 451 

Mn Calitea, 447 

Mn Calliope, 33, 176, 244/246, 474, 475 
Ct Camicia Nera, 239, 269, 377, 
379,392,486/489 


Tp Cantore, 439,462,463 

Ct Carabiniere, 269/271,385,392 

Pm Caralis, 33 

Nid Cariddi, 175, 253, 255, 259, 264, 301 
Tp Cascino, 253,254 

Tp Cassiopea, 120 

Tp CasteJfidardo, 340/343 

Tp Castore, 233,234,255,258 

Csm Cefalo, 474, 475 

Pfo Celio, 439, 444,447 , 450 

Tp Centauro, 264/266, 309, 325, 348, 450 
Tp Chinotto, 439, 444, 449, 

452/455 ,464,478 

Tp Ciclone, 350, 356, 445, 449, 
469,482/486,488 

Rim Cidope, 482 

Tp Cigno, 65, 120, 305, 348, 350 
351,379,475,483/486 

Tp Circe, 33, 89, 176, 244/247, 324, 325 
Mn Citta di Agrigento, 459 

Mn Citta di Marsala, 459 

Na Citta di Milano, 453 

Tp Climene, 313/315 

Tp Clio, 33, 244/246, 452, 480, 481 

Ct Corazziere, 105, 106, 140, 269/271, 
348/351, 357, 364, 366/368, 373, 376/387, 
392, 472 

Dm Corradino, 198 

Ct Corsaro, 356, 445, 449, 469, 472/474, 
476, 477 

Ct Crispi, 35, 72, 73 

Pm Crotone, 32 

Tp Curtatone, 439, 458 

Dm D1, 351 

Inc Da Barbiano, 85, 97, 98, 101, 103, 
105/107, 119, 120, 140, 147,301,303 

Ct Da Mosto, 72, 170, 171, 177, 179/188, 
191, 221/224, 226, 229/234, 253, 257, 
261/266, 302 

Ct Da Noli, 140, 159, 160, 163, 
261,262,265,266,333,336/ 344, 346, 
349/351, 356/360, 362, 363, 365/368, 373, 
376/ 384,387,392/398,471,472 

Ct Da Recco, 177, 180, 184, 187/ 
190,221,223,225,227,232, 253,257, 348 
Ct Da Verazzano, 72, 170, 171, 177/188, 
221/224, 226, 228/ 231, 239, 253, 257/259, 
261, 262, 264/266, 333/340 

Dm De Pinedo, 198 

Na Deffenu, 33 

Dm Deltino,451 
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Tp Dezza, 176,474,475 

Inc Di Giussano, 72, 119, 120, 
140,226,229 230,232,234, 

254, 257,258,301, 303 

Pfo Dora C.,456 

Nb Doria, 302 

Pm Drake, 421,422,425 

Inc Duca d'Aosta, 72, 171, 177/ 184, 
187/190, 219, 221/223, 
225,226,231,234,239,251/ 254,257 , 259, 
369 

Inc Duca degli Abruzzi, 302, 465 

Nb Duilio, 302 

Ct Duncan, 499 

Pm Durazzo, 33, 72, 73, 319/322, 420, 425, 
426 

Dm E. Fieramosca, 465,466 

Dm Elisabetta Maria, 198 

Ct Encounter, 499 

Pfo Eridano, 456 

Pm Esperia, 447 

Pfo Estier, 445, 469, 482/484, 488 

Inc Eugenio di Savoia, 69, 72, 73, 171, 
177/185, 187, 188, 221/ 223, 

225/235 ,239,320 

Tp Fabrizi, 345,349 

Pm Fasana, 32, 212, 213, 321, 422, 425 
Sm Foca, 401 

Npa Formidable, 498 

Ct Fuciliere, 356, 385 

Ct Fulmine, 302 

Pm G 53, 420, 425 

Pm G 56, 420, 425 

Pm G 58, 420, 425 

Tp Gabbiano, 379,380,382,386 

Tp Gallant, 115, 121 

Tp Garibaldi,302/304 

Pm Gasperi, 73, 420, 425 

Ct Geniere, 392, 398 
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Ct Gioberti, 227,23 1,232,234, 385, 392, 499 
Pfo Giorgio, 449 

Inc Gloucester, 220 

Inc Gorizia, 302, 320 

Sm Grampus, 442, 444 

Ct Granatiere, 379 

Ct Grecale, 121, 257, 357, 363, 364, 
366/368, 373, 376/378, 392, 483/486 
Tp Groppo, 483, 484, 486 

Ct Havock, 236, 237 

Ct Hermes, 356 

Ct Hyperion, 155, 157, 162, 166 

Ct Hostile, 152 

Cv Ibis, 431 

Ct Imperial, 155, 157, 162 

Mn Ines Corrado, 473 

Dm Intrepido, 451 

Ct Isis, 499 

Ct Jaguar, 237, 238 

Ct Kandahar, 236,238,302 

Pfo Kybfels, 202,439,455,457 ,458 3 
Mn Lago Tana, 324 

Ct Lance, 236, 237 

Ct Lanciere, 105/107, 140, 269/ 272 
Pm Laurana, 34, 212, 213, 422, 425 
Ct Legionario, 357, 378, 392/395, 
417,421,425 

Na Lero, 35 

Ct Libeccio, 121, 302 

Tp Libra,35 

Tp Lince, 35, 351 

Tp Lira, 35 

Nb Littorio, 183, 302, 320, 499 

Ct Lively,236 

Mn Loasso, 444, 447 

Tp Lupo, 459/461 

Ct Maestrale, 121, 122, 149, 159, 257, 
356/358, 363, 365, 366, 445, 449, 469, 
472/479 

Ct MaloceUo, 119, 120, 140, 158/ 160, 163, 
239, 301, 304/306, 308/315, 331, 332, 356, 
358, 392/394, 396/399, 445, 449, 469, 
486/490 

Pm Manxman, 442/445, 471 

Pfo Marburg, 202, 439, 455, 457, 458 


Da Maria Antonietta, 464 
Mp Maria Maggiore di Siponto, 149, 150 
Da Maria SS., 464/467 
MAS 532, 148, 149 
MAS 533, 148 
MAS 554, 485 
Can Matteucci, 202, 439, 455, 456, 458 
Pm Mazara, 420, 425 
Sm Micca, 380,400 
Ct MirabeUo, 34, 73, 202, 439, 455/458 
Ct Mitragliere, 322, 324, 327, 
344,346,349,351,357,363, 364, 366/368, 
377, 378, 385, 392/395 
Tp Missori, 453 
Tp Monsone, 480 
Inc Montecuccoli, 69, 171, 177/ 
190,239,302, 320, 352 
Tp Monzambano,459,461 
Mn Morosini, 418,421,422,425 
MS 32,362 
Sm Nebojsa, 207 
Ct Nembo, 35 
Inc Neptune, 236, 237, 302 
Dm Nuova Annunziata, 198 
Pfo Ogaden, 462 
Pm Orlando, 32 
Pm Ostia, 35 
Tp PaUade,33 
Ct Pancaldo, 486, 487, 489 
Ct Pantera, 35, 39 
Tp Partenope, 32, 89,224, 253 
Inc Parvati, 39 
Pm Pelagosa, 33, 72, 73, 319, 321, 322, 
420,425, 426 
Inc Penelope, 236/238 
Tp Persefone, 421,431,477 
Tp Perseo, 244/247 
Ct Pessagno, 177, 180, 184/192, 221, 223, 
225, 251/258, 261/ 266 
Pfo Petrarca, 462 
Ct Pigafetta, 69/73, 119/21, 140, 177,179, 
184/189, 192,221/224, 226, 227, 232/234, 
239, 251/255, 257/266, 333, 336/346, 
349/351, 356, 357, 363, 365/367, 373, 
377/387,392/394,396/398,472, 512 


Dm Pinzon Martino, 198 

Tp Pleiadi, 120 

Cist Po, 308 

Rim Polifemo, 351 

Tp PoUuce, 105/107, 140 

Pm Pommem, 417,420,421, 426, 428, 429, 
434 

Sm Porpoise, 442, 444, 462 

Rim Porto Cesareo, 474, 475 

Ct Premuda, 379,392 

Tp Prestinari, 356, 445, 449, 477,479,480 
Tp ProceUaria, 356, 445, 449, 477/479 
Nb Queen Elisabeth, 304 

Dm R 228, 351 

Dm R 229, 351 

Dm R 231, 351 

Mn Ramb III, 185 

Nb Ramillies, 163 

Dm RD 20, 464/466 

Dm RD 31, 466 

Pm Reggio, 65,73,261,262,265, 301 

Ct Riboty, 34,72,73 

Pfo Rina Croce, 444, 447 

Sm Rorqual, 442/445, 447, 450/ 
452,454,459,460,462,471, 472, 478, 490 
Pm Rovigno, 34 

Pm S. Giorgio, 212, 213 

Pm S. Giusto, 34 

Dm S. Stefano, 451 

Ct Saetta, 356,445, 469, 480, 482 

Tp Sagittario, 122, 163, 348, 459 

Pfo Salzburg, 459 

Dm San Michele, 198 

Mp San Vito, 351 

Tp Schiaff'mo, 89, 167, 176, 188/ 190, 192 
Pm Scilla, 82, 84/86, 89, 91, 93, 109/113, 
118, 119, 121, 122 

Inc Scipione Africano, 417, 421, 425 

Ct Scirocco, 121, 227, 231/234, 257 
Cist Scrivia, 308, 319/324 

Ct SeUa, 35, 422,425, 460 

Cist Sesia, 322, 324, 325 

Pm SgaraUino, 32, 72, 73 

Tp Sirio, 458, 480, 481 

Sm Splendid, 377 

Pfo Strombo, 456 

Pfo Tagliamento, 459 

Inc Taranto, 34 

Ct Tarigo, 158/160 

Cist Ticino, 439, 444, 449, 452 453,472 , 
Cist Tirso, 319, 320, 322, 324, 325 
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Cist Torsheimer,480 

Inc Trento, 269, 302, 320 

Inc Trieste, 302, 320 

Sm Trusty,456 

Mn Unione, 334/336 

Sm United, 351, 379 

Sm Unrumed, 350 

Tp Uragano, 356,445,449,469, 480/482 

Ct Usodimare, 227, 232, 234, 235, 253/255, 
258, 264/266 

Nb Valiant, 220, 304 

Na VaUelunga, 418,420,421,425 

Tp Vega, 163 

Cist Verde, 439, 444, 449, 452, 453, 472 
Pm Vieste, 34, 72, 73, 418, 420/ 422, 425 
Rim Vigoureux, 474, 475 

Pm Villa, 72, 73 

Ct Vivaldi, 159, 160, 162/164, 

239, 301, 303/305, 416, 417, 420, 421, 425, 
426, 428/431, 434 

Nb Vittorio Veneto, 302,320 

Cist Volturno, 309,420,425 

Nb Warspite, 220 

Pm Welshman, 442,443,445,472, 478, 479 
Ct Zeno, 69/71, 119/121, 140, 177/180, 
184/192, 221/224, 261,262,265,266,333, 
337, 338, 340/344, 346, 349/351, 356/358, 
366/368, 373, 376/ 

384, 387, 393, 394, 396/398, 472 

Sm Zoea, 400, 401 
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